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IN BRIEF

Govt should help dependent of
deceased from Kumbh's ...

Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh Yadav on
Friday said that the Uttar Pradesh government should
make arrangements to find and send the missing people
home along with compensating the families of the
victims of the stampede at Sangam bank from the
earnings from the Maha Kumbh.

Former Australian batter David
Boon to join Cricket Australia ...

Test and one-day international batting great David
Boon has been appointed to the Cricket Australia
board. Tasmanian Boon, whose 7422 runs in 107 Tests
included 21 centuries, will join the CA board on March
28 to fill the vacancy left by Paul Green.

Russia launches Progress MS-30
cargo spacecraft to resupply ISS

Russia successfully launched the Progress MS-30
cargo spacecraft into orbit using a Soyuz-2.1a rocket
on Friday, Russia's state space corporation Roscosmos
said.The carrier rocket lifted off from the Baikonur space
center in Kazakhstan at 00:24 a.m. Moscow time Friday
(2124 GMT Thursday).

Amit Shah holds review meeting
on law and order in Capital

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Friday chaired
a crucial meeting to review the law and order situation
here.The meeting was attended by Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, Delhi Home Minister Ashish Sood and
senior officers from the Delhi government.Besides, Delhi
Police Commissioner Sanjay Arora, Union Home
Secretary, Intelligence Bureau (IB) Chief, and senior
officers from the Ministry of Home Affairs were also
present in the meeting.

High School
HM in ACB net

Hyderabad, Feb 28
(UNI) : Anti Corruption
Bureau Officials on
Friday arrested Zilla
Parishad High School
(ZPHS) Head Minister
Tali Ravinder in
Bhadradri Kothagudem
district while demanding
and accepting a bribe of
Rs 20,000 from a
complainant.

ACB sources said
the Head Master took
the bribe to process the
transfer of Rs 30,000
under the Central
Government Scheme Self
Defence Program ( Rani
Lakshmi Bhai Athma
Raksha Prashikshan)”.

The amount was
sanctioned by the
Government as an
honorarium amount to
her.The Headmaster
demanded the amount,
on the pretext that the
amount would be utilized
for providing snacks and
nutritious food to
children, ACB said in a
release here.

The bribe amount
was recovered from the
possession of the
Accused Officer.

The Head Master
was arrested and
produced before the III
Additional Sessions
Judge for SPE and ACB
cases, Warangal.The case
is under investigation.

ACB arrests
two Excise
women cops
on Graft
charges

Hyderabad, Feb 28
(UNI) : Anti Corruption
officials have caught two
Excise women cops red
handed while demanding
and accepting a bribe of Rs
10,000 for doing an official
favor “ for taking action
against persons, selling
toddy illegally in the toddy-
selling licensed area of
the complainant in
Nirmal District.

ACB sources said an
excise women Sub-
Inspector Patil Nirmala,
working at Bhainsa in
Nirmal district was
caught red-handed at her
residence in Bhaina
town by the Anti
Corruption officials on
Thursday night while
she demanded and
accepted Rs 10,000 as a
bribe from the
complainant through an
excise women Constable
Salika Sujatha for doing
an official favor “ for
taking action against
persons, who are selling
toddy illegally in the
toddy selling licensed
area of the complainant”.

The accused officers
performed their duties
improperly and
dishonestly to obtain
undue advantage. An ACB
release said the SI already had
taken Rs 5000 from the
complainant to do the
official favour, and the
complainant's details are
withheld for security reasons.

Hyderabad, Feb 28 (UNI)
Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday
said “ India can remain
strong and secure in adverse
situations if it has solutions
to critical technological
challenges”.

Rajnath called upon the
youth to inculcate scientific
temper and excel in frontier
technologies by making the
best use of the
internationally competitive
infrastructure being
established in the country
due to the Government’s
efforts.Addressing after
inaugurating Vigyan
Vaibhav, a two-day science
and technology
extravaganza organised here
as part of National Science
Day celebrations, Rajnath
said “War is increasingly
moving from hardware to
software-oriented. New
t e c h n o l o g i c a l
breakthroughs are on the
horizon and we have to take
a lead in transformative
technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence (AI),
Quantum Computing,
Machine Learning (ML) and
Clean-tech".

Our youth must adopt
scientific outlook & critical
thinking and try to go
beyond the ordinary, he said
and recalled the words of

India can remain strong and secure if it has solutions
to critical technological challenges: Rajnath Singh

former President Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam who said
“Science is a beautiful gift
to humanity; we should not
distort it but use it for
betterment of society”.

The Union Defence
Minister reiterated Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government’s commitment
to harness modern
technology for the safety
and security of the nation,
terming education in the field
as crucial for the future.

India’s youth possesses
tremendous potential and it
is the Government’s
endeavour to harness their
capabilities to achieve the
vision of Viksit Bharat by
2047, he said.

Rajnath Singh threw
light on the New Education
Policy 2020 which aims to
transform science education
in the country by
encouraging creativity,
critical thinking and
innovation.

The theme of this year’s
National Science Day --
‘Empowering Indian youth
for global leadership in
Science and Innovation for
Viksit Bharat’ reflects the
same approach, he described
the theme as a reflection of
New India’s aspiration for
progress through
innovation and global
scientific leadership.

Speaking on the
occasion, Telangana Chief

Minister A Revanth Reddy
stated that Hyderabad has
long been a hub of scientific
excellence and technological
innovation.

He urged the young
minds participating in
Vigyan Vaibhav 2025 to
dream big and embrace
innovation with passion.

As part of the event, a
grand exhibition has been
organised which welcomed
over 30,000 students.

Featuring 200+
exhibition stalls, it provided
a rare opportunity for
students to witness cutting-
edge defence and aerospace
technologies developed by
DRDO and leading Indian
industries. The exhibition

aimed to ignite curiosity,
inspire innovation, and
encourage young minds to
pursue careers in STEM
fields, fostering the next
generation of scientists,
engineers, techno-preneurs
who will propel India
towards global
technological leadership.

Secretary, Department of
Defence R&D and Chairman
DRDO Dr Samir V Kamat;
President, Aeronautical
Society of India (AeSI) Dr G
Satheesh Reddy; Director
Generals and Directors of
DRDO; CMDs of PSUs and
heads of industries attended
the event organized jointly
by DRDO, AeSI, and Kalam
Institute of Youth Excellence
to commemorate National
Science Day in honour of
legendary scientist Sir CV
Raman and his ground-
breaking contributions to
science.The event brings
together policymakers,
scientists, industry leaders,
academicians, and young
innovators to discuss and
showcase advancements
that will shape the nation’s
future. As India advances
towards Viksit Bharat by
2047, it serves as a reminder
that  the  path  to  se l f -
reliance is paved with
scient i f ic  excel lence,
innovation, and collaboration.

Hyderabad, Feb 28 (UNI) : Eleven construction workers
were injured after a temporary support structure of an under-
construction building collapsed on the University of
Hyderabad campus.The incident occurred on Thursday
night. The construction of the building was entrusted to
the Central Public Works Department (CPWD), the
University said in a release here on Friday.The University
administration is deeply concerned about the incident and
took every possible measure in this regard.Police have
Suo Moto filed an FIR on the incident and took the site
supervisor into custody for questioning, said University
Registrar Dr. Devesh Nigam.

The University administration is in the process of filing
a separate complaint with the Police on the incident, he
said.

It is decided to constitute a committee by March 3 to
investigate the circumstances that led to the unfortunate
incident, conduct a safety audit of the building under
construction, and submit a report at the earliest; the specific
terms of reference will be finalized by tomorrow, the
Registrar said.The committee will also review the quality
and safety of all other buildings that are under construction
on the campus and take necessary action to avoid such
unfortunate incidents on the campus, he said.CPWD has
already been asked to submit immediately, a detailed report
on the incident and the corrective & preventive measures
to be undertaken by them at all the construction sites on
the campus, he said.Ensure that proper medical care is
extended to the injured workers and the medical expenditure
has to be borne by the contractor/agency as per the MoU, he
said provide suitable compensation to the injured workers as per
the extant labour laws.

Fortunately, there have been no casualties, and of the
total injured, two workers received first aid at the University
Health Centre while the remaining nine were rushed to a
nearby corporate hospital, where eight of them were
discharged after treatment and one person is kept under
observation and his condition is reported to be
stable.Under the direct supervision of the NDRF team, the
excavators removed the debris and cleared the area and
fortunately, it was found that no worker was trapped in the
rubble, the Registrar added.

Meanwhile, the officials of the CPWD explained that
“While finishing the portico work, an accidental contact
between the boom pump -- used for transferring liquid concrete
onto the slab -- and the scaffolding resulted in the collapse of the
support structure leading to the accident".

11 workers injured
after portico of
under-construction
building collapsed

Hyderabad, Feb 28 (UNI)
BRS senior leader Shaik
Abdullah Sohail on Friday
demanded that the Congress
government allocate Rs
4,000 crore for minority
welfare in the upcoming
budget, as promised.

In a statement here,
Sohail urged the
government to pass a bill
introducing the Minorities
Sub-Plan in the forthcoming
budget session and to
amend 'The Telangana State
Minorities Commission Act,
1998' to make it a permanent
body.

The Congress
government must honour its
election commitments or
face the consequences in the
upcoming elections, he
cautioned.

He strongly condemned
the state government for
completely neglecting the
welfare of minorities while
preparing the State’s annual
budget for 2025-26.

he said that neither Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy,
who also holds the
Minorities' Welfare
portfolio, nor Deputy Chief
Minis ter  Bhat t i
Vikramarka, who is also
the  Finance Minis ter,
conducted a single review
meeting with officials or
even with Muslim leaders
from their party to discuss
budgetary provisions.

While similar meetings
were held for other

BRS demands state
govt to allocate
Rs 4,000 crore for
minority welfare in
upcoming budget

communities, minorities
were completely sidelined,
he alleged.

Criticising the Congress
government for failing to
release the funds allocated
for minority welfare in the
previous budget, he said
that out of the Rs 2,997 crore
allocated in 2024-25, only Rs
1,099 crore had been spent
by January 2025. Training
and employment funds were
also misused, with just Rs 1
crore spent out of Rs 30
crore. The much-needed
Shaadi Mubarak scheme
saw an expenditure of only
Rs 282 crore from its Rs 650
crore allocation.

Similarly, the Wakf Board
received only Rs 67 crore
out of the Rs 120 crore
promised, he said several
other schemes, including
pre-matric scholarships,
MSDP State Matching
Grant, Urdu Academy, and
the Wakf Commissioner’s
Survey,  were  a lmost
completely ignored, he
also alleged..

He reminded that the
Congress party had made
12 major  promises  to
Musl ims through a
separate  Minor i t ies
Declaration and had also
made 420 assurances to
various communities before
the elections. However,
even after 15 months in
power, the government has
failed to indicate when these
promises will be fulfilled.

Uttarakhand
Avalanche: Shah
speaks to state
CM Dhami

New Delhi, Feb 28
(UNI) Union Home
Minister Amit Shah spoke
to Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami after an avalanche
hit a BRO labour camp
between Mana and
Badrinath early on Friday
burying 57 workers.

He also spoke to the
Director General, ITBP and
the DG of National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF).

On X, Shah in a post
said, "Spoke to Chief
Minister Shri
@pushkardhami ji, DG
ITBP and DG NDRF
regarding the glacier burst
in Chamoli, Uttarakhand.
Our priority is to safely
evacuate the people
trapped in the accident".

"The local
administration is engaged
in rescue operations with
full readiness. Two teams
of NDRF are also reaching
the spot soon," the Home
Minister said.

ITBP and Indian Army
rescue teams swiftly
launched rescue
operations, evacuating 10
injured workers who are
now receiving treatment in
ITBP and Army MI rooms,
an ITBP statement said

Efforts are ongoing to
locate and evacuate the
remaining trapped workers,
despite extreme weather
challenges.

Rescue operations are
in full swing, with all
necessary precautions in
place. Further updates will
be shared as the situation
unfolds, the statement
said.
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Meeting of General Manager, Western
Railway, Ashok Kumar Mishra with MPs
(Standard Post Bureau)

Ratlam, Feb 28 : A
meeting with General
Manager Western Railway
Mr Ashok Kumar Mishra
and Hon'ble MPs on
Western Railway Ratlam
Division was held in the
Committee Room of
Divisional Office Ratlam on
28th February, 2025.

The meeting started
with the welcome of the
honorable guests and after
that in the welcome address
by General Manager
Western Railway Mr Ashok
Kumar Mishra, he told
about the work being done
by Western Railway Ratlam
Division. The honorable
guests unanimously elected
Shri Savitri Thakur, Hon'ble
Minister of State for Women
and Child Development as the
Chairperson of the meeting
and the meeting was held
under the chairmanship of
Smt. Savitri Thakur.

The honorable MPs and
their representatives were
informed about the
achievements of Ratlam
Division including the work
being done in the context
of safety, security and
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l
development through a
presentation by Divisional
Railway Manager Shri
Ashwani Kumar.

At present, the works
being done for safety,
security and passenger
facilities as well as

development of
infrastructure on Ratlam
Division were appreciated
by the Hon'ble MPs.

Various issues of Ratlam
Division such as doubling
of Neemuch-Ratlam
section, Indore Dahod new
rail line, speedy completion
of Mhow Sanawad gauge
conversion work, speedy
completion of
redevelopment work of
Ujjain and Indore stations,
doubling of Ujjain-

Fatehabad section along
with Ratlam-Indore via
Fatehabad, stoppage of
trains at various stations,
extension of trains, starting
new trains from Indore and
Ujjain, as well as various
issues related to passenger
facilities were discussed by
the Hon'ble MPs. The
Hon'ble MPs also gave
suggestions to hold a
separate meeting for the
Simhastha Mela to be held
in Ujjain in 2028 and to

discuss the preparations to
be made in that regard.

General Manager
Western Railway Shri
Ashok Kumar Mishra
listened to the issues of
Hon'ble MPs and MP
representatives carefully
and assured all the
members that your
suggestions will be
considered and appropriate
decision will be taken and
you will be informed as
soon as possible.

Hon'ble Minister of
State for Women and Child
Development Smt. Savitri
Thakur, Hon'ble MP
Mandsaur Shri Sudhir Gupta,
Hon'ble MP Indore Shri
Shankar Lalwani, Hon'ble MP
Dahod Shri Jaswant Singh
Bhabhor, Hon'ble MP
Khandwa Shri Gyaneshwar
Patil, Hon'ble MP Bhopal Shri
Alok Sharma, Hon'ble Rajya
Sabha MP Ms. Kavita Patidar
and Hon'ble Rajya Sabha MP
Shri Banshilal Gurjar attended
this meeting. Representatives
of Hon'ble MP Ujjain Shri Anil
Ferozia and Hon'ble MP
Chittorgarh Shri CP Joshi
attended this meeting.

On behalf of the
Railways, apart from
General Manager Western
Railway Shri Ashok Kumar
Mishra and Divisional
Railway Manager Shri
Ashwani Kumar, Chief
Chief Commercial Manager,
Chief Chief Security
Commissioner, Chief Chief
Signal and
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineer, Chief Chief
Electrical Engineer, Chief
Executive Officer
(Construction), Chief Chief
Engineer, Chief Chief
Mechanical Engineer and
Chief Chief Operations
Manager and Deputy
General Manager (General)
from the Headquarters, along
with branch officers of various
departments of Ratlam
Division were also present.

MANUU Film Club Hosts Inaugural KA Abbas Memorial
Lecture on Islamicate Influences in Bombay Cinema

Continuation
of train
stoppage
at Halligudi
Halt Station :
SWR

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 28 : South

Western Railway has
decided to continue the
temporary one-minute
stoppage of Train No.
56927/56928 SSS Hubballi–
Sindhanur–SSS Hubballi
Daily Passenger at
Halligudi halt station on an
experimental basis for three
months. This stoppage will
be in effect from 1st March
2025 to 31st May 2025.“

1. Train No. 56927 SSS
Hubballi–Sindhanur Daily
Passenger will arrive at
Halligudi at 10:29 a.m. and
depart at 10:30 a.m.

2. Train No. 56928
Sindhanur–SSS Hubballi
Passenger will arrive at
Halligudi at 5:03 p.m. and
depart at 5:04 p.m.

Passengers are requested
to make use of this facility.

MHRC continues
police reform
campaign

(Standard Post Bureau)
Bishnupur, Feb 28 : Manipur Human Rights Commission

(MHRC) continues to conduct an awareness programme
under the theme “Needs of Police Reforms to ensure
Human Rights”. The awareness campaign held at the
conference hall of SP, Bishnupur with Shri Ravikumar (IPS),
SP Bishnupur, and other senior officers, including Officers-
in-Charge and Investigation officers in attendance.

MHRC Member Shri Kangjam Khagendra Singh and
Head of Investigation Division IGP Smt. Mamata
Wahengbam, IPS, attended the awareness programme as a
functional president and facilitator. Smt Rosita Haobam (IAS),
Secretary, MHRC highlighted the importance of the programme,
she said the campaign aims to make police officers particularly
Officer-in-Charges and Investigation Officers aware of various
Guidelines and Special Operating Procedures issued by the
National Human Rights Commission so that police officers
follow these guidelines and special operating procedures.

The awareness programme further deliberated on the
Protection of Human Rights, 1993, which serves as the
legal foundation of human rights commission in India.
Discussions also covered the Paris Principles, an
international principles which ensure independent
functioning of human rights institutions and NHRC
guidelines on police public relationships and death in
police actions, etc.  “The MHRC distributed a book titled
“A Basic Handbook for Human Rights Advocates and
Investigation officers."”MHRC Member Khagendra Singh
advised the police officers to follow prescribed guidelines
and laws while maintaining law and order.

DGIPR/2024-25/6780

DGIPR/2024-25/6779

New Delhi, Feb 28
(UNI) : Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Friday chaired a crucial
meeting to review the law
and order situation here.

The meeting was
attended by Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta,
Delhi Home Minister
Ashish Sood and senior
officers from the Delhi
government.

Besides, Delhi Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Arora, Union Home
Secretary, Intelligence
Bureau (IB) Chief, and
senior officers from the
Ministry of Home Affairs
were also present in the
meeting.

According to sources,
the meeting focused on

Amit Shah holds review meeting
on law and order in Capital

strategies to enhance
coordination between the
newly formed Delhi
government and the Delhi
Police, as well as
strengthen the policing
measures to address
emerging threats to law
and order in the city.

The meeting also
discussed how to improve
the coordination between

the Delhi Police and the
newly formed Delhi
government.

The meeting also
assumed importance on
how to tackle the new law
and order challenges in
the National Capital while
simultaneously
strengthening the police’s
effort to address these
challenges.

STANDARD POST, Hyderabad

(Standard Post Bureau)
Hyderabad, Feb 28 :The

University Film Club of
Maulana Azad National
Urdu University (MANUU)
organized the First KA
Abbas Memorial Lecture,
featuring distinguished
speaker Professor Ira
Bhaskar, retired faculty
from the School of Arts and
Aesthetics at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New
Delhi.

The lecture, titled
"Islamicate Cultures of
Bombay Cinema," explored
the profound influences of
Islamicate culture on films
produced in Bombay
throughout cinema history.

The event, held at the
Cultural Activity Centre on
campus, attracted a diverse
audience including
undergraduate and
postgraduate students,
PhD scholars, and faculty
members from various
departments. The lecture
marked the beginning of
what is expected to become

an annual tradition
honouring the legacy of
KA Abbas, the renowned
filmmaker, screenwriter, and
journalist.

Dr. Meraj Ahmed
Mubarki, Assistant
Director at the UGC-
MMTTC and President of
the University Film Club,
emphasized the
significance of the event:
"Organizing this inaugural
lecture in memory of KA
Abbas represents a crucial
step in recognizing cinema's
role as both a cultural
repository and a means of
social commentary.

Abbas's work
exemplified how films can
serve as powerful vehicles
for social change while
remaining rooted in our
rich cultural traditions."

Professor Bhaskar's
comprehensive lecture
examined the intricate
tapestry of Islamicate
aesthetic and cultural
elements that have shaped
Bombay cinema's distinct

identity.
 "The poetic

sensibilities, musical
traditions, and architectural
motifs of Islamicate culture
have contributed
immeasurably to the visual
and narrative language of
Indian cinema," noted
Professor Bhaskar during
her presentation.

"These influences
transcend religious
boundaries and have become
an integral part of our shared
cinematic heritage."

Mr. Meraj Ahmed,
Assistant Professor at the
Department of Mass

Communication and
Journalism and Secretary
for Cultural Activities at the
university, highlighted the
educational value of the
lecture: "Events like these
provide our students with
critical historical context for
understanding the
evolution of Indian cinema.
Professor Bhaskar's
insights into how Islamicate
cultural elements have been
integrated into mainstream
Bombay films helps
students appreciate the
complex cultural exchanges
that have shaped our
national cinema."

The lecture sparked
engaging discussions
among attendees, with
many students expressing
appreciation for the
opportunity to engage with
film history from a cultural
studies perspective.

The University Film
Club plans to make the KA
Abbas Memorial Lecture an
annual event, inviting
prominent film scholars
and practitioners to
address various aspects of
Indian cinema's rich
heritage and ongoing
evolution.

"We hope this lecture
series will inspire our
students to explore the
multifaceted nature of
Indian cinema and
appreciate the diverse
cultural influences that
have contributed to its
unique character," added
Dr. Mubarki. "KA Abbas's
legacy reminds us that
cinema can be both
artistically significant and
socially purposeful."

New Delhi, Feb 28
(UNI) The Government
has retained 8.25 rate of
interest on Employees
Provident Fund (EPF) for
the financial year 2024-25.

“The Central Board of
Trustees (CBT), EPF,
recommended 8.25%
annual rate of interest to
be credited on EPF
accumulations in
members’ accounts for the
financial year 2024-25. The
interest rate would be
officially notified by the
Government of India,
following which EPFO
would credit the rate of
interest into the
subscribers’ accounts,”
Ministry of Labour &
Employment said in a
statement after the

Central Board recommends 8.25% Interest on EPF
meeting of the CBT.

The meeting was
chaired by Union Minister
for Labour & Employment
and Youth Affairs &
Sports, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya.

Compared to many
other fixed-income
instruments, the
Employees' Provident
Fund (EPF) offers
relatively high and stable
returns, ensuring
steady growth of
savings. The interest
earned on EPF deposits
is tax-free (up to a
specified limit), making
it a highly attractive
investment option for
salaried individuals.
This reflects strong
confidence in the credit

profile of EPFO’s
investments and its
ability to deliver
competitive returns to
its members, the
Government said.

Further continuing
with the reform agenda,
the CBT, under the
Chairmanship of Dr.
Mandaviya, took few
more decisions during
the CBT meeting. The
major decisions taken
by the Board in the
meeting include,
enhancement of
insurance benefits
under EDLI Scheme.
Following the actuarial
valuation of the
Employees' Deposit
Linked Insurance (EDLI)
scheme, the Board

approved key
modifications in scheme
to provide greater
financial security and
support to the family of
members. This will
address major
grievances under this
category and ensure a
more inclusive approach
to benefit claimants.

Minimum Benefit
Introduced for death
within one year of
service.

A minimum life
insurance benefit of Rs.
50,000 will be provided
in cases where an EPF
member dies without
completing one year of
continuous service, the
statement said adding this
amendment is expected to

result in higher benefits
for more than 5,000 cases
of deaths in service, every
year.

Benefit for Members
who die while in service
after a non-contributory
period. Previously, EDLI
benefits were getting
denied in such cases
considering these as
death away from service.
Now, if a member passes
away within six months of
their last contribution
received, the EDLI benefit
will be admissible,
provided the member’s
name is not stuck off from
rolls. The modification is
estimated to result in
benefits for more than
14,000 cases of such
death cases every year.
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Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) spokesperson Rakesh Tikait during 'Kisan Mahapanchayat', in Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh.

We are only
demanding state’s
due share, not
Modi’s assets: CM

Hyderabad, Feb 28
(UNI) Making a further
pi tch for  the  s ta te ' s
funds from the Centre,
Telangana Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy on
Friday sa id  his
government  was only
demanding the state 's
due share and not the
"assets"  of  Pr ime
Minister Narendra Modi.

‘We are not demanding
Modi's assets or Union
Minister Kishan Reddy's

assets but demanding the
union government release
the state ‘s due share,"
Reddy said at a media meet
here.

"Isn't it true that Modi
made a clear statement on
the Regional Ring Road
that day? Why isn't the
metro being put in the
Union cabinet meeting
agenda, he asked and
wondered "Who is
pressuring the cabinet not
to put it on the agenda?"

Hyerabad, Feb 28
(UNI) : Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Friday
urged Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh to
declare Hyderabad-
Bangalore as 'Defence
Industrial Corridor”.

Participating in the
Vigyan Vaibhav- 2025, a
two-day science and
technology extravaganza
organised as part of
National Science Day
celebrations, which was
inaugurated by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh at

CM urges Rajnath to declare Hyd-Bangalore as ‘Defence Industrial Corridor'
Gachibowli here, Revanth
Reddy said that
Hyderabad and Bangalore
are important centers for
the country's defence
sector and if declared as
Defence Industrial
Corridor, it will bring in
huge investments.

Startups like Sky
Route, including rocket
manufacturing will also
develop, the CM said and
urged Rajnath Singh to
extend cooperation and
support in this regard.

“We will make efforts

to promote India as
number one country in the
defence sector”, he
assured.The
responsibility of
safeguarding the country
lies with the youth, Reddy
said, noting defence
establishments like BDL,
DRDO, Midani, HAL are
manufacturing rockets
and missiles from
Hyderabad for the
country.The city of
Hyderabad has been
playing an important
active role in the defence

sector in the country, he
claimed and said this
science exhibition was
organised to inspire and
educate lakhs of students
on patriotism and the
responsibility of
protecting the country.

Every year, more than
one lakh engineering
graduates from Telangana,
especially those studying
computer science, are
going to America, the
Chief Minister said that
we are organizing this
science exhibition to

explain the importance of
the national defence
system with patriotism
among them.

We are trying to
provide efficient
engineers required for the
country's defence sector
apart from sending IT
professionals from
Telangana to America,
Reddy said generating
more engineers for the
defence sector is more
important.

Many organizations
like BDL, HHL, Midani,

DRDO in Hyderabad have
been working
exceptionally in the field
of production for the
country's defence sector
before and after India
attained independence, he
added.The event was
jointly organized by
DRDO, AeSI, and Kalam
Institute of Youth Excellence
to commemorate National
Science Day in honour of
legendary scientist Sir CV
Raman and his ground-
breaking contributions to
science.

Hyderabad, Feb 28
(UNI) On the eve of
National Science Day,
GITAM Deemed to be
University had the distinct
honor of hosting Dr.
Krishna Ella, Padma
Bhushan Awardee,
renowned Indian scientist,
entrepreneur, and vaccine
innovator.

As the MD & CEO of
Bharat Biotech (BB), Dr. Ella
shared his remarkable
journey in science and
entrepreneurship, inspiring
students and researchers
through his insights and
experiences.

In a captivating address
as part of the GITAM
Changemakers series, Dr.
Ella recounted his journey
from founding Bharat
Biotech to the development
of groundbreaking
vaccines, including
Covaxin, Typbar TCV, and
ROTAVAC.

With over 4 billion
vaccine doses delivered
worldwide, his
contributions to
translational research are
transforming global
healthcare and positively
impacting billions of lives.

Reflecting on his
upbringing in an
agricultural family, Dr. Ella
emphasized the importance
of simplicity in scientific
inquiry.‘Think of science in
the simplest language, and
you will find the best
solutions for the world,’ he
advised. He encouraged
young minds to observe
their surroundings and ask
questions, advocating for a
culture of innovation that
values imagination and
practicality.

Dr. Ella stated, ‘The
world is very divided, and
innovation is the key to
bridging that divide. If India
aspires for 12 to 15 percent
GDP growth, innovation is
the only way forward.’

He lamented the current

Bharat Biotech CEO
Dr Ella inspires
Future Innovators at
GITAM ahead of
National Science Day

state of innovation in India,
urging the audience to
recognize the wealth of
scientific knowledge
available and to embrace
the fundamentals of
science.

Bharat Biotech, which
began its journey with just
two employees, has grown
to a team of 4,000 across
five locations.

Dr. Ella highlighted the
significance of clinical
research as an integral part
of life and the need for a
shift in perspective toward
problem-solving.

During the event, Dr. Ella
was honored by Sribharat
Mathukumilli, President of
GITAM, and Dr. Virander
Singh Chauhan, Chancellor
of GITAM.

The session was
introduced and moderated
by Dr. Srivari
Chandrasekhar, former
Director of IICT and
Distinguished Professor at
GITAM.

Earlier in the day, Dr. Ella
inaugurated the
Multidisciplinary Unit of
Research on Translational
Initiatives (MURTI) at
GITAM Deemed to be
University, Hyderabad.

This state-of-the-art
research center aims to
foster interdisciplinary
research and tackle
significant regional,
national, and global issues.

Dr. Ella encouraged
GITAM researchers to align
their basic research
projects with industry
needs, emphasizing the
importance of practical
applications in scientific
discovery.

Dr. Ella expressed
gratitude for the GITAM
campus, likening it to
renowned institutions like
MIT, and thanked the
founder president, Dr.
MVVS Murthi, and his
grandson, M. Sri Bharat, for
their visionary leadership.

Vice President
Dhankhar to
pay short visit to
Hyd on Mar 2

Hyderabad, Feb 28
(UNI) Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar will visit
Telangana on March 2.

During his short visit,
Dhankhar will visit IIT
Hyderabad, where he will
interact with the faculty,
staff and students of the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT),
Hyderabad, an official
release said here on Friday.

He will also attend a
private programme in the
city and leave for New Delhi
on the same day.

Chief Secretary Santhi
Kumari, who held a meeting
with senior officials and
reviewed the arrangements
being made for the visit of
the Vice President, directed
the officials to work in close
coordination between all
the departments so as to
ensure that there is no
communication gap and
arrangements are made in a
befitting manner.

She told the Police
department to make
adequate security
arrangements, law and
order and bandobust
arrangements.

The R&B department
was advised to coordinate
with the Police department
and make necessary
arrangements.

The health department
was told to make available
the services of qualified
Doctors and other
paraphernalia.

Similarly, the Energy
department was told to
ensure uninterrupted
power supply at all the
places of the visit of the
dignitary.

Special Chief Secretary
(Home) Ravi Gupta, Special
Chief Secretary(R& B)
Vikas Raj, Secretary Political
Raghunandan Rao, I and
PR Commissioner Dr S
Harish, Collectors of
Hyderabad and Sanga
Reddy and other police
officials attended the
meeting.

Air India Express
announces 'Payday Sale,'
with fares from Rs 1,535

Hyderabad, Feb 28 (UNI) Air India Express, a Tata
Enterprise and a subsidiary of Air India, on Friday
announced it has launched its 'Payday Sale,' offering
Xpress Value fares from  Rs1,535 and Zero Check-in
Baggage Xpress Lite fares available exclusively on
airindiaexpress.com, starting at Rs1,385.

The sale is open for bookings made till March 2, 2025,
and for travel till September 19, 2025, the airlines said in a
release.

Air India Express offers Zero Convenience Fees on
Xpress Lite bookings made through its award-winning
website, airindiaexpress.com. Xpress Lite fares also offer
added benefits, including the option to pre-book an
additional 3 kg of cabin baggage at no cost and discounted
check-in baggage rates – ?1,000 for 15 kg on domestic
flights and ?1,300 for 20 kg on international flights.

Additionally, the airline's website offers fab deals for
loyalty members, including exclusive discounts on
upgrades to Xpress Biz seats, the airline’s business class
equivalent with an industry-leading seat pitch of up to 58
inches.Biz seats are available on 33 brand new Boeing
737-8 aircraft that Air India Express has recently inducted
as part of its rapid expansion.

Additionally, logged-in members enjoy 25 percent off
on 10 kg Xcess Check-In Baggage and 25 percent off on 3
kg Xtra Carry-On Baggage. Loyalty members also get 25
percent off on ‘Gourmair’ hot meals, prime seat selection,
and Xpress Ahead priority services.Furthermore, the
airline continues to provide special discounted fares and
benefits on its website for students, senior citizens,
doctors, nurses, members of the armed forces, and their
dependents, ensuring a wide range of benefits for flyers
across India, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia.

Hyderabad, Feb 28
(UNI) : About 9.96 lakh
students are appearing for
the upcoming intermediate
exams across 1532
Examination centres in the
state, scheduled to
commence from March 5 to
25, 2025.

Chief Secretary Santhi
Kumari, who conducted a
video conference here
Friday with all district
collectors on upcoming
Intermediate Public March
Examinations 2025,
informed that the
government attaches
utmost importance to the
smooth conduct of
examinations.

She directed that all the
officials should put up
good teamwork to ensure
that the exams are
conducted in a smooth
manner.

The CS instructed the
police department to see
that the Xerox centres are
closed during exams and
the imposition of 144
sections around the centres
for providing question

Over 9.96 lakh students to
attend upcoming
intermediate exams

paper storage points in the
police stations and also
ensure smooth transit of
traffic at crucial places.

She also instructed
collectors to ensure safe
and timely dispatch of
answer book parcels in
coordination with the
Postal Department.

She warned that strict
action will be taken against
officers and management
involved in malpractices.

Special arrangements
should be made for the
specially disabled
students, and scribes
should be draughted and
made available for the
visually impaired students,
she added.

Secretary Board of
Intermediate Education
Krishna Aditya said that
transport facilities are being
arranged to ply the
students to their
examination centres by
TGSRTC.

Hyderabad, Feb 28 (UNI) : Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy on Friday gave
a call that Congress workers should work
hard until Rahul Gandhi is made the Prime
Minister and remove Modi from the PM
post.The state government could take up
the caste census and SC classification
only with Rahul Gandhi’s perseverance,
Reddy said while addressing the TPCC
extended meeting held at Gandhi Bhavan
here, attended by newly appointed AICC
Telangana Incharge Meenakshi
Natarajan.

Congress will do wonders in the
country if the party comes to power in
the country; he said the party has already
done a lot in Telangana by coming to
power in the state.

Rahul Gandhi is visiting every village
in the country; he said we should not rest
until Rahul Gandhi is made the prime
minister, and it is the main agenda for
us.

We should carry  our  success
stories to the public, as the state
government has become a role model
for the country by conducting a caste
census in the state; he said even big
critics are praising our government. We
should take our success story to the
people.

Vacant corporations, market
committees, and other nominated posts
in various districts in the state will be
filled, he said, and he asked the in-charge
ministers to take necessary steps to fill
the posts in all districts by March 10.

Party workers should work hard until
Rahul Gandhi is made PM: CM

Those who got posts should work hard
for the party, and those who are not
performing well will not get renewal of their
term, the CM said at the TPCC extended
meeting held at Gandhi Bhavan here,
attached by newly appointed AICC
Telangana Incharge Meenakshi Natarajan.

Leaders and party activists should reach
the party programs and government
decisions to the people, as this is a
continuous process, he said.

Sincere party leaders and workers will
be recognised, Reddy said. Nominated
posts were already given to those who
worked hard for the party, but some leaders
who worked for a long time did not get
opportunities, and the party took the
responsibility of protecting their interests
and gave them priority in the coming days,
he assured.

Telangana is the only state that attracted
the highest foreign investments in the
country; he said this is a testament to
the state government‘s sincerity.

Establ ished Young India  Ski l ls
University in the state and also a sports
university, he said. Today, Telangana
created a new model for the country.

Besides spending Rs. 4200 crores for
a free bus travel facility for women in
the state, the government is providing
200 units of free power to 50 lakh
families and gas cylinders for just Rs
500.Increased Rythu Bharosa to Rs 12,000
per acre and also gave Indiramma Atmiya
Bharosa scheme benefit to the landless farm
labourers, CM added.

Fire breaks out in
residential building at
Puppalguda, three killed

Hyderabad, Feb 28 (UNI) : Three
people, including a 7-year-old girl child,
died in a fire that broke out in residential
building at Puppalaguda, outskirts of the
city on Friday evening.

All three died, which might be due to
suffocation, and a short  circuit  is
suspected to have led to the fire that
broke out on the ground floor of a
two-story building at around 6 pm,
police said here.

On information, the Langer House
firefighters immediately rushed to the
fire spot and shifted two women and
a girl, who were trapped in a room on the
first floor in an unconscious state, to the
hospital.

All three, identified as Jameela (70),
Suhana (40), and Sijira (7), died in the
hospital, police added.
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CM Chandrababu Naidu to Launch P4
Initiative on Ugadi for Poverty Alleviation
Government Aims to Empower 5 Lakh Families by August Under P4 Model

(By Ravi Kumar Boppana)
The Andhra Pradesh

government, under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu, is set
to launch the P4 initiative
on Ugadi, aiming to
empower the economically
weaker sections.

This initiative,
introduced in addition to
the existing welfare
schemes, is designed to
provide further financial
and social support to the
most underprivileged
families.

The “P4 – Family
Empowerment and Benefit
Management System” has
been personally overseen
by Chandrababu Naidu,
ensuring that it reaches
those in genuine need.

The primary objective
of the P4 model is to
encourage wealthier
families to support those
at the bottom of the socio-
economic ladder, thereby
promoting social equity.
Chandrababu Naidu has
emphasized the need for a
structured and
sustainable approach to
uplift the most
disadvantaged sections of

society. The government
is making all necessary
arrangements to launch
this program on Ugadi.
Initially, the scheme will
be implemented in four
villages as a pilot project,
benefiting 5,869 families.
Based on the results and
impact of this phase, the
initiative will be expanded
to cover more families
across the state.“

To ensure that
assistance reaches those
who need it the most, the
government has laid down
clear eligibility criteria.
Families that own more
than 2 acres of wetland or
5 acres of dry land, hold
government jobs, pay
income tax, own four-
wheeler vehicles,
consume over 200 units of
electricity, or possess
property in municipal
areas will be excluded
from the program. Based

on these criteria, the state
government estimates that
40 lakh families qualify for
P4 assistance.

The process of
identifying eligible
families is already
underway. A household
survey began on February
20 in 10 districts and will
be completed by March 2.
Of the 52 lakh families in
these districts, 27 lakh
families have already been
surveyed. The second
phase of the survey,
covering 16 more districts,
will begin on March 8 and
conclude by March 18.
This phase will evaluate
76 lakh families. The
government has assured
that this survey is meant
solely for identifying new
beneficiaries and will not
affect the existing
recipients of welfare
schemes.“

Once the verification

process is complete,
eligible families will be
linked with supporting
families through the
Samruddhi Bandhanam
platform. The
government’s role will be
limited to facilitating
connections, monitoring
progress, and ensuring
accountability. The
assistance provided under
this scheme will be
entirely voluntary, and
there will be no forced
participation. The
government aims to
complete the verification
of 5 lakh families by
August 2025, integrating
them into Samruddhi
Bandhanam to ensure
greater economic and
social empowerment.“

With Chandrababu
Naidu personally
overseeing the
implementation, the P4
initiative reflects his
vision of a poverty-free,
progressive Andhra
Pradesh. By fostering
community-driven
empowerment and
inclusive growth, the
government aims to
bridge the gap between
different economic classes
and create a stronger, self-
sufficient society.

“““(The author is a
senior journalist and
information analyst
consultant, who
previously served as the
Chief Public Relations
Officer to Hon’ble
governor at the Andhra
Pradesh Raj Bhavan and
media liaison officer to
Hon’ble speaker at the AP
Legislative Assembly.)

Revolutionary iTIND Solution for
Urinary Issues in Youth at AINU
(Standard Post Bureau)

Doctors at the Asian
Institute of Nephrology
and Urology (AINU) have
introduced a
groundbreaking, advanced
solution for urinary
problems. A 38-year-old
man from West Godavari,
Andhra Pradesh, was
experiencing severe

difficulty in urination—
frequent urges, incomplete
emptying, and persistent
bladder fullness. This
condition is known as
Primary Bladder Neck
Obstruction (PBNO), which
affects around 33-45% of
men under 55 with difficulty
in passing urine. It is
commonly seen in
individuals with Lower
Urinary Tract Symptoms
(LUTS).

To address this issue,
AINU doctors opted for the
iTIND device(Temporarily
Implanted Nitinol Device),
a revolutionary implant that

is available only in select
centers across the country.
So far, AINU has
successfully helped eight
patients with this
procedure.

Dr. Madduri Vijay
Kumar Sarma, Consultant
Urologist at AINU,
explained, "This device is
placed at the bladder neck
within the urinary tract and
is removed after seven
days. During this period,
three small channels are
formed at the bladder neck,
ensuring smooth urine flow.
Even after removal, these
channels remain open,

allowing normal urination
without discomfort. This is
a minimally invasive
procedure that does not
require tissue removal.
Unlike traditional urological
surgeries that may impact
sexual function, iTIND has
no such side effects."

PBNO can cause severe
discomfort. While an

average male urinates four
to five times a day, those
suffering from PBNO may
feel the urge to urinate
every hour but struggle to
do so effectively. This
condition can lead to social
embarrassment, preventing
individuals from attending
meetings or using public
transport. Many avoid
seeking medical help due to
shame, worsening their
condition and increasing
the risk of kidney damage
due to prolonged urine
retention.

In this patient, the
problem was diagnosed

promptly, and the iTIND
device was implanted,
leading to complete
symptom resolution. Since
this procedure is performed
on an outpatient basis,
patients can go home the
same day. Only local
anesthesia is required,
making it safe even for
individuals with heart or

respiratory conditions. The
procedure leaves no scars
or stitches and does not
interfere with sexual
function.

Dr. Vijay Kumar Sarma
added, "The iTIND device
effectively opens up the
prostate and bladder neck,
creating a natural urinary
channel within 5 to 7 days.
Unlike conventional
treatments that involve
partial removal of the
prostate—often resulting in
loss of ejaculation—this
method is entirely non-
invasive, ensuring normal
sexual function is preserved."

TATA.ev Celebrates 2
Lakh EVs on the Road

(Standard Post Bureau)
TATA.ev, the pioneer of India’s EV revolution and

leader of the Indian EV market with over 2 Lakh EVs on
the road, extended the celebration of this momentous
milestone by thanking its customers and unveiling a set
of limited period exclusive benefits for the next 45 days
to not only encourage new customers to adopt
sustainable and emission free electric mobility, but also
allow current Tata Motors passenger and electric vehicle
owners to upgrade to a new EV.

 TATA.ev’s customer base of over 2 lakh satisfied EV
adopters – who have collectively covered more than 5
bn KM in just 5 years, contributing in cutting down 7
lakh ton of CO2 emissions – has solidified the company’s
leadership as the highest selling 4-wheeler manufacturer
in the EV space, since effectively creating the category.

With over 8,000 EV users surpassing 1 lakh KM,
TATA.ev’s product portfolio proves its strong value
proposition for the discerning  customer. In addition to
this, TATA.ev is actively investing in developing the
ecosystem that makes EV technology more accessible to
a mass audience.

It recently announced efforts to double India’s public
charging infrastructure by installing over 400,000 charging
points by 2027. By consistently pushing boundaries and
maintaining an unwavering focus on innovation,
infrastructure, and market development, TATA.ev is
shaping the future of mobility and contributing to India
global EV aspirations, one milestone after the next.

 As a part of this 45 day bumper celebration,
TATA.ev has unveiled a range of benefits for both
new and existing customers looking to purchase
their favorite Tata EV. These include an exchange
bonus, lifetime battery warranty, and 100% on-road
finance options. In an effort to enhance charging
convenience, the company is extending the free
charging benefit of 6 months at any Tata Power
charging s tat ion,  and is  now providing free
installation of a 7.2 kW AC Fast home Charger with the
purchase of an EV.

TATA.ev is also thanking its EV community by offering
a loyalty bonus of up to ? 50,000 in addition to the
incentives being offered. This allows current customers
of both Tata Motors passenger and electric vehicles to
upgrade to an EV and accelerate India’s journey to a
greener tomorrow. Snapshot of available benefits as a
part of the 2 Lakh TATA.ev celebration:

UN report says
Lebanese children
struggle with
hunger, trauma,
lost of education

The United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) released a report on Friday
on the lasting negative impact on
Lebanese children from the Israel-
Lebanon conflict even after the
ceasefire, calling for urgent support to
help them rebuild their lives.

In a survey conducted by UNICEF
last month, 72 per cent of caregivers
said their children were anxious or
nervous during the war, and 62 per cent
said they were depressed or sad, which
"represents a surge from pre-war data
collected in 2023"

According to the report, in the
densely populated areas of Baalbek-
Hermel and Bekaa governorates,
repeated airstrikes took a toll on
children's nutrition and health.

In Baalbek-Hermel, 51 per cent of
children under two are experiencing
severe food poverty. In Bekaa, the rate
was 45 per cent, a dramatic increase
from 28 per cent in 2023, the report
said.

The report also pointed out the
challenging education situation in
Lebanon.

Despite the ceasefire, school
attendance remains low. Over 25 per
cent of children were still not attending
school as of last month's survey,
compared to 65 per cent during the
conflict.

Meanwhile, financial barriers prevent
many children from attending school.
Two-thirds of families with children out
of school report that the high costs of
school fees, transportation, and
materials are the main reasons, a
number that has doubled since 2023.

The report added that schools
were destroyed or heavily damaged
in the war, and hundreds more were
used as shelters for some of the 1.3
million people who were internally
displaced due to the conflict.

UNICEF urged the global
community  to  a id  Lebanon 's
children by contributing to their
2025 appeal for $658.2 million,
which aims to provide lifesaving
assistance to 2.4 million people in
the country, Xinhua news agency
reported.

"Lebanon must receive the help
i t  requires  to  res tore  vi ta l
infrastructure and services, ensuring
that children have a future to look
forward to ,"  sa id  Akhi l  Iyer,
UNICEF representative in Lebanon.

"We call on all parties to abide
by the terms of the ceasefire and to
work with the international community
to sustain peace and ensure a brighter
future for children. We call on the
country's new government to put
children's rights and needs on top of
the reform and recovery agenda," he
added.

STANDARD POST, Hyderabad
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Baghdad, Feb. 28 (UNI)
Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad
Hussein held a meeting
here on Thursday with
Special Representative of
the UN Secretary-General
for Iraq Mohamed Al
Hassan, during which they
discussed the withdrawal
of the UN assistance
mission and their future
cooperation.

At the meeting, Al
Hassan briefed Hussein on
the work of the UN
Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) and the steps
taken to end the mission's
tasks by the end of this
year, according to a
statement by the Iraqi
Foreign Ministry.

A UN Security Council
resolution issued in May
2024 requires UNAMI's
withdrawal from Iraq by
Dec. 31, 2025, following a
request from the Iraqi

Iraqi FM, UN envoy discuss UN mission's
withdrawal, future cooperation

government.
Additionally, the two

sides discussed
strengthening Iraq's
engagement with the UN
and enhancing its presence
within the organization,
especially after Iraq
assumed the chairmanship
of the Group of 77 and
China, the largest

i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
organization of developing
countries in the UN.

Hussein commended
the role of UNAMI in
assisting Iraq over the past
years and emphasized
Iraq's keenness to continue
productive cooperation
with the United Nations
across various fields, it

added. For his part, Al
Hassan expressed his
appreciation for the
constructive cooperation
between the mission and
the Iraqi government,
affirming the UN's
commitment to supporting
Iraq in its path toward
stability and development,
the statement said.

Israeli
delegation
proposes
extending 1st
phase of Gaza
ceasefire for
42 days:
Egyptian
source

Cairo, Feb 28 (UNI) An
Israeli delegation proposed
in Cairo extending the first
stage of the Gaza ceasefire
agreement for an additional
42 days, an informed
Egyptian security source
told Xinhua on Friday.

Speaking on condition
of anonymity, the source
noted the Israeli delegation
also proposed that Hamas
release three Israeli
hostages on Saturday in
exchange for Palestinians
prisoners, without
specifying the number,
along with the facilitation of
humanitarian aid delivery.

The talks have yet to
address the second stage
of the deal, which seeks to
end the war in Gaza, and
secure the complete Israeli
withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip, the source added.

Egypt, a key mediator,
continues to push for an
end to the war and the
launch of reconstruction
efforts in Gaza, the source
added.

On Thursday, two
delegations from Israel and
Qatar arrived in the
Egyptian capital Cairo to
continue the ceasefire
negotiations in the Gaza
Strip in the presence of U.S.
mediators, according to the
Egyptian State Information
Service statement.

Russia launches Progress MS-30
cargo spacecraft to resupply ISS

Moscow, Feb. 28 (UNI) : Russia successfully
launched the Progress MS-30 cargo spacecraft into orbit
using a Soyuz-2.1a rocket on Friday, Russia's state
space corporation Roscosmos said.

The carrier rocket lifted off from the Baikonur space
center in Kazakhstan at 00:24 a.m. Moscow time Friday
(2124 GMT Thursday). The spacecraft is expected to
reach the International Space Station (ISS) in
approximately two days, with docking to the Zvezda
module scheduled for Sunday, Roscosmos said in a
press release on its website.

Progress MS-30 carries a total of 2,599 kg of cargo
for the ISS, including 1,179 kg of equipment, clothing,
food supplies, as well as medical and hygiene products.

Additionally, the spacecraft is transporting 950 kg
of fuel for station refueling, 420 liters of drinking water,
and 50 kg of nitrogen to replenish the station's
atmosphere, it said.

A key delivery of this mission is the new Orlan-
MKS No. 6 spacesuit, designed for spacewalks. This
model features an advanced internal hermetic shell made
from high-tech fabric for enhanced durability, an automated
water-cooling system that maintains optimal comfort for the
operator, and an upgraded display system.

Indonesia to lower airfares, toll
fees for Ramadan, Eid homecoming

Jakarta, Feb 28 (UNI) : Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto has instructed his administration to
reduce airfares for domestic passengers and lower toll
fees on several major highways during the holy month
of Ramadan.

Indonesia, home to the world's largest Muslim
population, will begin Ramadan on Saturday. The holy
month and the subsequent Eid al-Fitr celebration are
closely associated with the homecoming tradition,
locally known as mudik, when millions of Indonesians
travel to reunite with their families.

The pre-Eid homecoming rush is particularly intense
in major cities like Jakarta and Surabaya, where travelers
leave by various means of transportation,
overwhelming train stations and airports while
congesting highways.Prabowo announced that airfare
reductions will be in effect for the next two weeks, while
toll fees on several major highways will be lowered
during Eid al-Fitr and Bali's Day of Silence (Nyepi),
which fall close together this year.The policy is part of
the government's efforts to ensure a smooth mudik
experience and support the Muslim community in
fasting and celebrating the holidays comfortably.

Myanmar holds AI Yangon 2025 expo
Yangon, Feb. 28 (UNI) : Myanmar kicked off its

largest Artificial Intelligence (AI) expo, AI Yangon 2025,
on Friday.

Organized by the My Me My Mine Media Agency,
the expo aims to develop AI technology in Myanmar's
agriculture and trade sectors while serving as a platform
to attract international investments, Han Sak, the
agency's founder, told Xinhua on Friday.

Visitors can explore cutting-edge AI technology,
attend discussion sessions featuring insights from
global AI experts, and learn about AI research and
education programs presented by colleges and
universities, he said.The three-day expo, featuring over
50 exhibits, runs until March 2, he added.

 JUI-S leader Haq among six
killed in suicide blast at
Nowshera madressah

Islamabad, Feb 28 (UNI) : A suicide blast at Darul
Uloom Haqqania seminary in Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province on Friday killed six people,
including JUI-S leader Maulana Hamidul Haq Haqqani,
and injured 15 others, media reports said.

The blast tore through the main prayer hall of the
madressah in Nowshera district as worshippers
gathered for Friday prayers, KP Police Inspector General
Zulfiqar Hameed, the Dawn reported.

“It was a suicide blast. Three policemen were also
injured in the attack,” Hameed said.

Rescue officials transported the injured to nearby
hospitals. The KP government declared an emergency
in all hospitals and health facilities across Peshawar,
approximately 70km away from Nowshera by road, the
report said.

“The presence of medical staff and necessary
medicines must be ensured,” read a statement from the
KP commissioner’s office.

According to media reports, KP Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur ordered an immediate report on the
incident and directed officials to “provide the best
medical facilities” to the wounded.

“Targeting innocent people in a place of worship is
an inhumane act,” Gandapur said, adding that “all
available resources should be used to bring the
elements involved in the heartbreaking incident to
justice.”Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari strongly
condemned the “heinous act of targeting worshippers
in a suicide attack,” according to a statement from the
President’s House.

“Targeting innocent worshippers is a despicable
and heinous act,” he said. “Terrorists are enemies of
the country, nation, and humanity.” He expressed
condolences to the families of the deceased.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also condemned the
incident and prayed for the recovery of Maulana Haq
and others who were injured, according to a statement
from the Prime Minister’s Office.He directed that the
best medical facilities be administered to the injured
and sought a report of the incident, the report said.

Vladivostok, Feb. 28
(UNI) : Scientists from
Shirshov Institute of
Oceanology of the Russian
Academy of Sciences have
developed Russia's first
system for monitoring
climate-active substances
in the Arctic Ocean, local
media reported on Friday.

"The system integrates
both shipborne and
autonomous environmental
observation platforms. A
key component of this
newly developed system is
the Sea-Air-Wave Station
(SAWS), which was
successfully tested during

Russian scientists develop Arctic
climate monitoring system

last year's Arctic
expedition," TASS news
agency quoted the press
service of the institute as
saying.

"Measurements of
greenhouse gas
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s
demonstrated the high
efficiency of the gas
analyzers installed on
SAWS," it said.

The station has
undergone successful
testing in Arctic conditions
and its configuration will
serve as the basis for a
network of buoys in the
subpolar Atlantic and the

Arctic, it said.
According to the

institute, the system will
enable efficient monitoring
of all parameters of the
surface atmosphere and
ocean layer, providing
critical data for assessing
regional gas and energy
flux balances in the ocean.

The data collected from
the hydrometeorological
station have, for the first
time, allowed researchers to
obtain quantitative
characteristics of energy
and greenhouse gas flux
variability between the
ocean and the atmosphere

in real time. The Arctic is
often referred to as the
"engine of global weather"
due to its heightened
sensitivity to climate
change.

The ocean serves as a
long-term heat reservoir,
absorbing approximately
92 percent of excess heat
entering the atmosphere
due to human activities.

The project, approved
by the Russian government
in 2022, is being conducted
by six scientific consortia
dedicated to monitoring
processes on land, in
oceans and forest ecosystems.

Jerusalem, Feb 28 (UNI)
: The Israel Defense Forces
has released findings of its
investigation into the
October 7 attack, during
which the Hamas
movement killed and
kidnapped hundreds of
Israelis.One of the
investigation's main
findings highlights the
scale on which the Israeli
intelligence failed, as the
surprise element and
operational collapse on
that day were greater than
those of the 1973 Yom
Kippur War.

"The surprise was
total—situational and
fundamental—against a
strategic deception that
lasted years, an operational

IDF releases findings of October 7 investigation
deception leading up to the
attack, and a tactical
deception throughout the
night before the invasion,"
the Ynet news portal
quoted the investigation
report as saying.

According to the
report, initially Hamas
planned to stage the attack
on Jewish holidays in 2022
or later on Passover (early
April) in 2023, but then
rescheduled to give its elite
Nukhba forces more time to
prepare.

Moreover, the
investigation found that the
movement has been
systematically preparing for
the operation since 2016.
The Gaza Strip conflict of
2021 just cemented the

perception that Israel is
weak and the full
"liberation" of the enclave
is possible. By July 2023,
Hamas had already
developed a full complex
war plan coordinated with
Lebanese movement
Hezbollah and Iran and
directed at the destruction
of Israel.The report also
alleges that Hezbollah did
not immediately join the
conflict over a
disagreement with Hamas
that occurred during the
July 2023 coordination.

Despite serious
mistakes, the investigation
cuts short of putting
personal blame on anyone,
leaving any disciplinary
measures in the hands of

Maj. Gen. Eyal Zamir, the
successor of outgoing IDF
Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Herzi
Halevi.In a separate
statement following the
report's publication, Halevi
said that he bears full
responsibility for the
events."My responsibility
is mine. I was the
commander of the military
on October 7th, and I have
my own responsibility. I
also carry the weight of all
your responsibility—that,
too, I see as mine. And
when I see any of my
subordinates who made
mistakes, I see my own
share in it as well," he
said.On October 7, 2023,
Israel was subjected to an
unprecedented rocket

attack from the Gaza Strip.
In addition, fighters of
Palestinian movement
Hamas infiltrated the border
areas, opened fire on the
military and civilians and
took around 250 hostages.
Israeli authorities say that
about 1,200 people were
killed during the raid.

In response, the Israel
Defense Forces launched
Operation Iron Swords in
the Gaza Strip and
announced a complete
blockade on Gaza, cutting
off water, electricity, fuel,
food, and medicine. Gaza's
health ministry has
reported over 48,350
Palestinian deaths and
more than 111,700 injuries
since the conflict began.

China firmly
opposes U.S.
tariff threat,
vows to
safeguard
interests

Beijing, Feb. 28 (UNI) :
China firmly opposes the
United States' threat of a
further 10-percent tariff on
goods imported from China
on the pretext of fentanyl-
related issues, the Ministry
of Commerce (MOC) said
Friday.If the United States
persists, China will take all
n e c e s s a r y
countermeasures to protect
China's legitimate rights
and interests, an MOC
spokesperson said in a
statement.

While saying that China
has taken note of the U.S.
move, the spokesperson
said that China had
repeatedly stated that the
unilateral imposition of extra
tariffs violates WTO rules
and undermines the
multilateral trading system.

China is one of the
countries that has the
strictest drug control
policies and highest levels
of enforcement globally,
and China has actively
launched international drug
control cooperation,
including the United
States, the spokesperson
said. However, the United
States has repeatedly
ignored objective facts, and
has previously imposed an
additional 10 percent tariff
on China using a similar
pretext and is now
threatening to impose more
tariffs once again.

Such actions are
outright blame-shifting,
which not only unhelpful to
the resolving of its own
problems but also likely to
increase the burden on U.S.
businesses and consumers
while undermining the
stability of global supply
chains, the spokesperson
said.China hopes the U.S.
side will not repeat its
mistakes and return quickly
to the right path of
resolving differences
through equitable dialogue,
the spokesperson added.

USAID’s closure
to affect fight
against AIDS in
DRC : Prime
Minister

Geneva, Feb 28 (UNI)
The closure of the US
Agency for International
Development (USAID) will
negatively affect the fight
against AIDS in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC), DRC Prime
Minister Judith Suminwa
Tuluka told Sputnik.

"Of course, we still
receive significant
humanitarian aid through a
number of UN
organizations, such as the
UNHCR, the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, or, in particular,
UNICEF, which operate in
the country. The World
Health Organization, for
example, plays a special role
in preventing a number of
epidemics. The fact that
USAID's aid has been
terminated directly affects
a number of organizations
that are involved in the
prevention and treatment of
AIDS. Thus, there is a risk
not only for the DRC, but
for all countries that receive
this aid," the prime minister
said.In early February, US
President Donald Trump
appointed Secretary of
State Marco Rubio as
acting head of USAID.

Washington, Feb 28
(UNI) : An Oval Office
meeting with President
Donald Trump, Vice
President JD Vance and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
devolved Friday afternoon
into a hostile confrontation,
as Trump threatened
Zelenskyy to make a deal
with Russia, or "we're out,"
and Vance accused the
Ukrainian leader of being
"disrespectful."

"You're gambling with
World War III. And what
you're doing is very
disrespectful to the
country — this country,"
Trump said at one point.

The hostile exchange
underscored the tension
that has emerged between
the United States and
Ukraine — along with many
of its European allies —
over the tougher line that
Trump has taken toward

Zelenskyy's White House meeting with Trump grows heated
the country since coming
into office. He has called
Zelenskyy a "dictator" and
said that Ukraine, not
Russia, started the war,
NBC news reported.

The tension in the Oval
Office began after Vance
said that the path to peace
between Russia and
Ukraine is diplomacy.
Zelenskyy disagreed,
noting that Russia had
broken agreements with his
government in the past.

"He killed our people,
and he didn't exchange
prisoners," Zelenskyy said
about Russian President
Vladimir Putin. "What kind
of diplomacy, JD, you are
speaking about? What do
you mean?" Zelenskyy
said."I’m talking about the
kind of diplomacy that’s
going to end the
destruction of your
country," Vance shot back,
adding, "I think it’s

disrespectful for you to
come into the Oval Office
to try to litigate this in front
of the American media right
now."The heated
exchanges came ahead of
what was an anticipated
rare minerals deal signing
between the two countries,
and as Trump pressures
Ukraine to end the war.

When Vance told
Zelenskyy that Ukraine has
"manpower problems" in
recruiting troops,
Zelenskyy challenged
Vance, noting he had never
even been to his country.

"I've actually watched
and seen the stories,"
Vance responded. "And I
know what happens is you
bring people, you bring
them on a propaganda tour,
Mr. President."

"Do you think that it's
respectful to come to the
Oval Office of the United
States of America and

attack the administration
that is trying to prevent the
destruction of your
country?" he added.

Zelenskyy said that
everyone has "problems"
during the war and
suggested that the US
doesn't feel the effects of
the war because of the
"nice ocean" between the
two countries. He said the
U.S. may not feel the effects
now, but added, "You will
feel it in the future."

"You don't know that,"
Trump retorted. "You don't
know that. Don't tell us what
we're going to feel. We're
trying to solve a problem.
Don't tell us what we're
gonna feel, because you're
in no position to dictate
that. You're in no position
to dictate what we're going
to feel. We're going to feel
very good.""You don't
have the cards right now,"
Trump said, as Zelenskyy

continued to interject and
disagree."With us, you
start having cards. Right
now, you don't have your
playing cards, you're
playing cards — you're
gambling with the lives of
millions of people. "You're
gambling with World War
III. You're gambling with
World War III."

"Have you said thank
you once, this entire
meeting? No, in this entire
meeting, have you said
thank you?" Vance said.

"We are thankful,"
Zelenskyy said."You have
to be thankful," Trump
added."I've empowered
you to be a tough guy,"
Trump said. "And I don't
think you'd be a tough guy
without the United States.
And your people are very
brave, but you're either
going to make a deal or
we're out, and if we're out,
you'll fight it out."
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Vidarbha's Harsh Dubey being congratulated after he broke the Ranji Trophy record for most wickets in a season,
during the third day of a Ranji Trophy final cricket match between Kerala and Vidarbha, in Nagpur, Maharashtra.
Dubey has taken 69 wickets so far in the ongoing Ranji Trophy season.

Bengaluru, Feb 28 (UNI)
: Karnataka tennis stars SD
Prajwal Dev and Niki
Kaliyanda Poonacha were
felicitated by the Karnataka
State Lawn Tennis
Association (KSLTA) with
a cheque of Rs 1 lakh each
for their outstanding
performance in the 38th
National Games.

The duo scripted
history by clinching
Karnataka’s first-ever gold
medal in tennis at the
prestigious event,
defeating Services Sports
Control Board’s Ishaque
Iqbal and Faisal Qamar 6-3,
6-1 in the final.

The felicitation took
place during the ninth
edition of the DafaNews
Bengaluru Open 2025 at the
KSLTA Tennis Stadium in
Cubbon Park, where
Karnataka IT Minister
Priyank Kharge, presented
the cheques. Also in
attendance were KSLTA
Honorary Joint Secretary
and Bengaluru Open
Tournament Director Sunil
Yajaman and KSLTA
Honorary Treasurer
Naganand Doraswamy.

Speaking at the event,
Priyank, who is also the
Senior Vice President of
KSLTA and Chairman of the
Organising Committee for
the DafaNews Bengaluru
Open, lauded the
achievements of Prajwal
and Niki."I congratulate
both players for their
contribution to Karnataka

Prajwal, Poonacha
felicitated for National
Games gold

tennis and for making the
state proud with their gold
medal at the 38th National
Games. The Bengaluru
Open is India’s biggest
professional tennis
tournament, and we have
worked hard to bring it
here. Our efforts aim to
provide players with a
platform to showcase their
talent on the global stage
and put Bengaluru on the
international tennis map,"
he said.

The Minister further
emphasised KSLTA’s
dedication to fostering
young talent and
enhancing infrastructure.
"Hosting this event reflects
KSLTA’s commitment to
developing worldclass
facilities and giving Indian
players the chance to
compete against top
international stars," he
added.The recognition of
Karnataka’s tennis
champions underscores
the state’s commitment to
promoting excellence in the
sport. With the DafaNews
Bengaluru Open 2025
underway, the event
continues to play a crucial
role in uplifting Indian
tennis talent.

Organised by KSLTA,
the Bengaluru Open is an
ATP Challenger 125
tournament with a prize
pool of USD 200,000. It
remains India’s premier
international tennis event,
with the champion set to earn
125 ATP ranking points.

Kochi, Feb 28 (UNI) :
Kerala Blasters FC will
host Jamshedpur FC at
the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium in the Indian
Super League (ISL) match
on Saturday, at 7:30 pm
IST.

The qualification
scenario for Kerala
Blasters FC is complicated
since they bank on a
spate of other results.
However, the
straightforward equation
for them is that they need
to win all of their
remaining games for
starters. So far, they have
24 points from 21 games
on the back of seven wins
and three draws.

Kerala Blasters FC
have struggled in recent
games, failing to score in
their last two home
matches, which demands
their attack to bounce
back. Currently, they
remain unbeaten at home
against Jamshedpur FC
(P5 W2 D3).

Jamshedpur FC have
already qualified for the
playoffs and will be
eyeing a league double
after prevailing 1-0 over
the Kochi-based team in
the reverse fixture.

Kerala Blasters FC
have never gone three
consecutive home games
without scoring in ISL
history, and they will want
to sustain this record at
the end of the
forthcoming fixture.

Kerala Blasters FC
have leaked 15 goals from
set-pieces this season, the
second-most in the league
after Hyderabad FC (17).

Jamshedpur FC kept a
clean sheet in their last

Kerala Blasters FC begin quest
for three straight wins, starting
with playoff bound Jamshedpur FC

away match (2-0 vs
Mohammedan SC). The
last time they won back-
to-back away games while
recording shutouts was in
December 2017.

The Red Miners have
scored 15 set-piece goals,
with only Mohun Bagan
Super Giant (20) and
Odisha FC (18) netting
more from such situations,
as they are clearly set to
cause threats to the
Kerala Blasters FC
backline.

The two teams have
played 17 matches against
each other, with Kerala
Blasters FC winning five
games and Jamshedpur
FC emerging victorious
four times. Eight
encounters have
produced draws.

Kerala Blasters FC
interim head coach TG
Purushothaman expressed
his intentions ahead of
the clash against
Jamshedpur FC.

“Our only goal right
now is to win the coming
match. More so, because
we are playing at home
and we want to do well.
We must continue
working hard to get a

positive result,” he said.
Jamshedpur FC head

coach Khalid Jamil
assured that his side
won’t let their guards
down upon having
qualified for the playoffs.

“We have prepared for
this match like we have
prepared for all of our
games so far. We must
approach the game with
utmost seriousness,” he
said.

Kerala Blasters FC’s
Korou Singh has scored
once and made four
assists this season,
creating 11 goal-scoring
chances and making 24
touches inside the
opposition’s box.

Jamshedpur FC’s
Ritwik Das has scored in
his last three ISL starts.
He has 11 ISL strikes for
Jamshedpur FC and is one
away from becoming the
club’s second-highest
scorer in history.

Kerala Blasters FC’s
Adrian Luna has three ISL
goals against Jamshedpur
FC, his joint-most against
any opponent. He has
netted in his last two
meetings with them at
home.

Former
Australian
batter David
Boon to
join Cricket
Australia board

Melbourne, Feb 28
(UNI) : Test and one-day
international batting great
David Boon has been
appointed to the Cricket
Australia board.

Tasmanian Boon,
whose 7422 runs in 107
Tests included 21 centuries,
will join the CA board on
March 28 to fill the vacancy
left by Paul Green.

After a six-year stint as
Cricket Tasmania’s
representative on the CA
board, Green has stepped
down, according to an
News.com.au report.

CA chairman Mike
Baird said Boon, who also
scored 5964 runs in 181
one-day internationals,
would bring “vast
experience as a player and
cricket administrator” to the
board.

“David is an iconic
figure in Australian cricket
universally respected for
his accomplishments on
the field and, more recently,
through his impressive
contribution to Tasmanian,
Australian and
international cricket,” Baird
said of Boon, who has been
a Cricket Tasmania director
since 2014 and chairman
since 2022.

Boon was a lso  a
national selector from
2000 and 2011, and an ICC
match referee – a role he
will relinquish – for the
past 14 years.

Patna, Feb 28 (UNI) : For
the first time, Bihar will host
the Asia Rugby U-20
Sevens Championship
2025, scheduled for August
9 and 10 in Rajgir.

Top Asian Rugby
nations like Hong Kong
China, Thailand, Malaysia,
Chinese Taipei, UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Uzbekistan, Sri
Lanka, Kyrgyzstan, and
Nepal are expected to
participate in the event.

After signing a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Rugby India, Rugby India,
Director-General and CEO
of the Bihar State Sports
Authority, Ravindran
Shankaran said here on
Friday that hosting the
Asia Rugby U-20 Sevens
Championship for the first
time is a great honor for
Bihar. Highlighting Bihar’s

Bihar will host 'Asia Rugby U-20
Sevens Championship 2025

consistent growth in rugby,
with its players making
rapid progress at the
national level, he extended
his gratitude towards
Rugby India for this
opportunity.

Shankaran said that
recently, Bihar’s women's
team won a silver medal in
the National Games, and in
the recently concluded
School Games, both boys'
and girls' teams won
championships across
junior, sub-junior, and
senior categories. Over the
last three years, Bihar’s
boys’ and girls’ rugby
teams have won 21 gold and
5 silver medals in the
National School Games,
National Games, and Senior
Rugby Championships.
This showcases the
growing interest and
passion for rugby among

Bihar’s athletes.
Speaking about Bihar’s

focus on international
sports events, he said that
Bihar has been hosting
several international
sporting events in recent
years. Recently, an MoU
was signed for hosting the
Sepak Takraw World Cup,
scheduled for March 20-25
in Patna. Additionally, the
Women’s Kabaddi World
Cup and Hero Asia Cup
Hockey will be hosted in
Rajgir. The Khelo India
Youth Games are also set to
take place in May. With
continuous government
support, Bihar has
successfully strengthened
its position in the
international sports arena.

Rugby India Secretary
General Gerald Prabhu who
signed the MoU on behalf
of Rugby India

acknowledged Bihar’s
growing reputation in
sports and its ability to
successfully host
international events. He
stated that this was a key
factor in selecting Bihar as
the host for this
championship. He also
praised Bihar’s grassroots
training model, which
identifies young talent and
prepares them for national
and international-level
competitions, a remarkable
and inspiring approach for
other states.

In Asia Rugby U-20
Sevens Championship 8
men’s and 8 women’s teams
will participate. This event
will be a milestone for Bihar
in international sports, and
its successful execution is
expected to further boost the
state’s recognition in the
global sporting community.

Bengaluru, Feb 28 (UNI)
Seventh seed Shintaro
Mochizuki ended Czech
qualifier Hynek Barton's
dream run at the 2025
DafaNews Bengaluru Open,
knocking him out of the
singles event at the KSLTA
Tennis Stadium on Friday.The
2019 Junior Wimbledon
champion registered a 7-6(5),
6-3 victory to secure a place in
the semifinals, where he will
face Australian James
McCabe.Organised by the
Karnataka State Lawn
Tennis Association
(KSLTA), the Bengaluru
Open is an ATP Challenger
125 tournament with a prize
pool of USD 200,000. It
holds the distinction of
being India’s biggest
international tennis event,
with the champion earning
125 ATP ranking points.

Playing on Centre Court,
Mochizuki started strongly,
winning the opening game
of the first set without
conceding a point. The
Japanese star then earned
two break points in the
second game, but Barton
fought back to hold serve. As
the set progressed, both
players displayed high
intensity before Mochizuki
edged past Barton in a tie-
breaker.Mochizuki carried his
momentum into the second
set, breaking Barton's serve
in the first game. He then
defended two break points
in the second game and

Seventh seed
Shintaro reaches
Bengaluru Open SFs

another in game four,
ensuring a solid foundation
for his victory. The seventh
seed wrapped up the match
in an hour and 36 minutes.

Earlier in the day, 21-
year-old McCabe battled
past Colombia’s Nicolas
Mejia 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 in a
quarter-final match lasting
two hours and 22 minutes.
After losing the first set,
McCabe fought back in the
second, exchanging breaks
in games six and seven
before clinching the set in
the 10th game.With
momentum on his side, the
Australian saved three
break points in the first
game of the decider before
breaking Mejia in game six
to seal the win.Great
Britain’s Billy Harris also
booked his spot in the semi-
finals after a hard-fought
three-setter against second
seed Tristan Schoolkate.
Harris, a lucky loser from
qualifying, took the first set
6-2 before Schoolkate
levelled the match by
dominating the second.

In a closely contested
decider, Harris, having lost
his serve in the opening
game, broke back in game
six before sealing the match
6-2, 1-6, 7-5.In the doubles
event, second seeds Blake
Bayldon and Matthew
Romios advanced to the final
after defeating unseeded Indians
Siddhant Banthia and
Parikshit Somani 6-3, 7-6(6).

KL Rahul acknowledges
competition with Pant

Dubai, Feb 28 (UNI) : India's wicketkeeper-batsman
KL Rahul acknowledged the ongoing competition with
Rishabh Pant for a place in the playing XI, stating that
while there is always a temptation for the team management
to choose between them, his focus remains on performing
to the best of his abilities.

"There is (competition with Pant), I won't lie. He is a
very talented player and has shown all of us what he can
do and how aggressively he can play and how quickly he
can change the game. So there is always a temptation in
the team with the captain and the coach to think if they
should play him or play me.

"For me, whenever I get the opportunity, I try and see
what I can do best. I am not trying to compete with Rishabh.
I am not trying to play like him, or I am sure when he gets
a chance, he is not trying to play like anybody else. He is
picked on the basis of how he can play, and the same
applies to me," Rahul told reporters ahead of CT clash
against New Zealand on Sunday.When asked whether Pant
might feature in the upcoming Champions Trophy match,
Rahul clarified that he is not part of the leadership group
and does not have a say in selection matters.

"Luckily I am not part of the leadership group. I don't
have to make that decision. There will be some temptation
to try out players who have not gotten a game. But I don't
think that will happen in the Champions Trophy, because
there is just one day's break between the final group-stage
game and the semifinal. That is my version," he stated.

Speaking about Virat Kohli nearing his 300th ODI
appearance, Rahul lauded the veteran batsman,
highlighting his immense contribution to Indian cricket.

"Words fall short of explaining the kind of player he
has been… that's a lot of games, international games, and
he has been a great, great player. An important senior player
who we always look up to. Hopefully, many more hundreds
left in him," Rahul remarked.Regarding concerns over the
fitness of captain Rohit Sharma and pacer Mohammad
Shami, Rahul dismissed any major worries. "Fitness-wise,
there are n o  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  a n y o n e  ( R o h i t
Sharma and Mohammad Shami) missing a game as far as I
know."Meanwhile, Shami showed signs of discomfort with
his ankle early in his spell, briefly leaving the field before
returning to bowl. He eventually finished with figures of
0/43 from eight overs.Rohit, on the other hand, appeared
to struggle with a hamstring issue following his exuberant
celebration of Babar Azam’s wicket. He was briefly off the
field, handing over leadership duties to vice-captain
Shubman Gill before returning for the batting innings.

Meg Lanning's
unbeaten
60 seal victory
for DCW

Bengaluru, Feb 28 (UNI)
Skipper Meg Lanning's
unbeaten 60 off 49 balls and
a stellar bowling effort from
Jess Jonassen and Minnu
Mani, who claimed three
wickets each, powered
Delhi Capitals Women
(DCW) to a dominant nine-
wicket victory over
Mumbai Indians Women
(MIW) at M Chinnaswamy
Stadium on Friday, taking
them to the top of the
Women’s Premier League
(WPL) points table.

Delhi’s bowlers
delivered a disciplined
performance to restrict
Mumbai to 123 for 9 in their
20 overs. Despite picking
just one wicket in the
powerplay, they maintained
a tight grip on the scoring
rate.  Jonassen starred
with the ball, claiming
crucia l  wickets  of
Harmanpreet Kaur (22)
and Nat  Sciver-Brunt
(18), while Minnu also
st ruck key blows,
ensuring Mumbai never
recovered as they lost
wickets at regular intervals.

In response, DCW’s
openers came out with an
aggressive approach.
Shafali Verma and Lanning
made full use of the
powerplay, racing to 57
runs. Shafali, who struck
three sixes and four
boundaries in an over
against Amelia Kerr, played
a blistering knock of 43 off
28 balls before falling to
Amanjot Kaur.

Wasim Akram
explains why he
never took head
coach role for
Pakistan

Islamabad, Feb 28 (UNI)
Former Pakistan fast bowler
Wasim Akram has clarified
why he has never
considered taking up the
role of head coach or chief
selector of the national
cricket team, citing the
harsh treatment faced by
former players in such
positions.

Speaking on a sports
channel, Wasim Akram
addressed a fan’s question
regarding his reluctance to
take on a coaching role. He
pointed to the criticism and
disrespect often directed at
former cricketers who take
up coaching roles, using
Waqar Younis as an
example."To be honest, a lot
of people still, on and off,
either criticise me or take
digs at me, saying, 'Just let
him talk, he doesn’t do
anything himself,'" Akram
said. "When I see Pakistani
coaches, including Waqar,
who has been a coach
multiple times, and how
people misbehave with
them, I realise that I
wouldn’t be able to tolerate
such disrespect towards
me."Despite ruling out a
formal coaching role, the
former left-arm pacer
reiterated his willingness to
contribute to Pakistan cricket
without financial
compensation, according to
The Express Tribune report."I
want to help Pakistan
cricket. Why do you have
to pay me? I’m available for
free. Whenever you call me
for a camp, I’ll come. If you
involve me in any
tournament, I’ll spend time
with players," he said.

Akram, 58, also
highlighted his personal
priorities, stressing the
importance of family time.
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Central Railway Cultural Team rocks at Inter-
Railway Cultural Competition (Dance)-2025

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 28 :

Central Railway’s Cultural
Team won accolades as
they clinched the “Sartaj”
trophy for Best Overall
Performance at the Inter-
Railway Cultural
Competition (Dance)-2025
held at Integral Coach
Factory, Chennai on 26th &
27th February 2025.

The Inter-Railway
Cultural Competition
(Dance)-2025 featured
competition in 2 categories
viz. Solo Classical Dance
and Group Dance.

Central Railway’s
Rituparna Bhowmik
clinched the 1st prize in
Solo Classical Dance
category from among 17
participants for her
presentation of Kathak
dance.

The Central Railway
Group Dance team won the
3rd prize in Group Dance
category from among 18
teams for their presentation
of the Daangi Dance-a folk
dance of Daang region
situated on the border of
Maharashtra &
Gujarat.“The Central
Railway Dance Team also
clinched the “Sartaj”
trophy, awarded for Best
Overall Performance among
all the participating Zones,

Wins “Sartaj” trophy for Best Overall Performance

Workshops and
Production Units of Indian
Railways. “

A total of 23 artistes of

Central Railway, including
Dancers, Choreographers,
Accompanists, Makeup
Artistes, Assistants led by

the Team Manager were
part of the Central Railway
Cultural Team.

The Central Railway

Cultural Academy(CRCA)
which is the nodal
organization for Cultural
Events on Central Railway
organizes competitions at
Divisional level and the
winners are short listed to
represent Central Railway
at the Zonal Level.

Shri Dharam Veer
Meena, General Manager,
Central Railway & Patron of
CRCA, congratulated the
CR Team and motivated
them to keep giving such
wonderful performances.

Shri Arvind Malkhede,
Principal Chief Commercial
Manager, Central Railway
and President, CRCA,
appreciated the
performance of the Team
highlighting the
importance of teamwork in
achieving the desired
result. “The Inter-Railway
Cultural Competition is an
annual event at the Zonal
level, organized in 3 parts
viz Dance, Drama & Music
featuring participants in
large numbers in different
categories from all Zones,
Workshops and
Production  Units of Indian
Railways.  This is organized
with the aim to discover,
encourage & promote
deserving employees & their
dependents and give them a
platform to display their talents.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 28 : For

the convenience of
passengers and with a view
to meet the travel demand
during the Holi festival &
Summer season, Western
Railway will run 11 pairs of
Special Train on Special
fare to various destinations.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr
Vineet Abhishek the details
of these trains are as under:

1.     Train No. 09001/
09002 Mumbai Central –
Khatipura Tri-Weekly
Superfast Special [102 Trips].

Train No. 09001
Mumbai Central –
Khatipura Superfast
Special will depart from
Mumbai Central every
Monday, Wednesday &
Saturday, at 22.20 hrs and
will reach Khatipura at 16.40
hrs the next day. This train
will run from 03rd March to
30th June, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09002 Khatipura
- Mumbai Central Superfast
Special will depart from
Khatipura every Tuesday,
Thursday & Sunday, at
19.05 hrs and will arrive
Mumbai Central at 13.30 hrs
the next day. This train will
run from 04th March to 01st
July, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Borivali, Palghar,
Vapi, Valsad, Udhna,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand,
Sabarmati, Mahesana,
Palanpur, Abu Road, Falna,
Marwar, Beawar, Ajmer,
Kishangarh and Jaipur
station in both directions.

This train comprises of
AC 2 Tier & AC 3- Tier Class
Coaches.

2.     Train No. 09035/
09036 Bandra Terminus –
Bikaner Weekly Special [34
Trips]

Train No. 09035 Bandra
Terminus – Bikaner Special

will depart from Bandra
Terminus every
Wednesday at 11.00 hrs
and reach Bikaner at 09.10
hrs. the next day. This train
will run from 05th March to
25th June, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09036 Bikaner -
Bandra Terminus Special
will depart from Bikaner
every Thursday at 10.00 hrs
and arrive Bandra Terminus
at 11.40 hrs, the next day.
This train will run from 06th
March to 26th June, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Borivali, Palghar,
Vapi, Valsad, Udhna,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand,
Sabarmati, Mahesana,
Patan, Bhildi, Raniwara,
Marwar Bhinmal, Modran,
Jalor, Mokalsar, Samdari,
Luni, Jodhpur, Merta Road,
Nagaur and Nokha station
in both  directions.

This train comprises of
AC 3-Tier and AC Chair Car
coaches.

3.     Train No. 09129/
09130 Bandra Terminus -
Rewa Unreserved Weekly
Special [34 Trips]

Train No. 09129 Bandra
Terminus - Rewa Weekly
Special will depart from
Bandra Terminus at 04.30
hrs, on every Thursday and
will reach Rewa at 07.00 hrs,
the next day. This train will
run from 6th March to 26th
June, 2025. Similarly, Train
No. 09130 Rewa - Bandra
Terminus Weekly Special
will depart from Rewa at
11.00 hrs every Friday and
will arrive Bandra Terminus
at 12.15 hrs, the next day.
This train will run from 7th
March to 27th June, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Borivali, Boisar, Vapi,
Valsad, Bhestan, Chalthan,
Bardoli, Nandurbar,
Amalner, Jalgaon,
Bhusaval, Khandwa,
Pipariya Narsinghpur,
Madan Mahal, Katni,
Maihar and Satna station in

both directions.
This train comprises of

General Second Class
Coaches.

4.     Train No. 09025/
09026 Valsad – Danapur
Weekly Special [36 Trips]

Train No. 09025 Valsad
– Danapur Special will
depart from Valsad every
Monday at 08.40 hrs and
reach Danapur at 12.00 hrs,
the next day. This train will
run from 03rd March to 30th
June, 2025. Similarly, Train
No. 09026 Danapur - Valsad
Special will depart from
Danapur every Tuesday, at
14.30 hrs and reach Valsad
at 21.30 hrs, the next day.
This train will run from 04th
March to 01st July, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Bhestan, Nandurbar,
Jalgaon, Bhusaval,
Khandwa, Itarsi, Madan
Mahal, Katni, Satna,
Manikpur, Prayagraj
Chheoki, Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, Buxar and Ara
station in both directions.

This train comprises AC
2-Tier, AC 3-Tier, Sleeper
Class and General Second
Class coaches.

5.     Train No. 09007/
09008 Valsad – Khatipura
Weekly Special [34 Trips]

Train No. 09007 Valsad
- Khatipura Special will
depart from Valsad every
Thursday at 13.50 hrs and
reach Khatipura at 08.10
hrs, the next day. This train
will run from 06th March to
26th June, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09008 Khatipura -
Valsad Special will depart from
Khatipura every Friday at
19.05 hrs and reach Valsad at
12:00 hrs, the next day. This
train will run from 07th
March to 27th June, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Udhna, Vadodara,
Ratlam, Mandsor, Nimach,
Chittaurgarh, Bhilwara,
Ajmer, Kishangarh and
Jaipur stations in both

directions.
              This train

comprises of AC 2 – Tier,
AC 3 – Tier, Sleeper Class
and General Second Class
coaches.

6.     Train No. 09045/
09046 Udhna - Patna
Superfast Weekly Special
[34  Trips]

            Train No. 09045
Udhna- Patna Superfast
Special will depart from
Udhna every Friday at 08.35
hrs and reach Patna at 10.30
hrs, the next day. This train
will run from 07th March to
27th June, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09046 Patna –
Udhna Superfast Special
will depart from Patna every
Saturday at 13.05 hrs and
reach Udhna at 14.50 hrs,
the next day. This train will
run from 08th March to 28th
June, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Nandurbar, Jalgaon,
Bhusaval, Khandwa, Itarsi,
Pipariya, Narsinghpur,
Jabalpur, Katni, Satna,
Manikpur, Prayagraj
Chheoki, Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, Buxar and Ara
station in both directions.

This train comprises
First AC, AC 2-Tier, AC 3-
Tier, Sleeper Class and
General Second Class
coaches.

7.     Train No. 09057/09058
Udhna – Mangaluru Bi-
Weekly Special [70 Trips].

Train No. 09057 Udhna
- Mangaluru Special will
depart from Udhna every
Wednesday and Sunday at
20.00 hrs and reach
Mangaluru at 19.45 hrs, the
next day. This train will run
from 02nd March to 29th
June, 2025. Similarly, Train
No. 09058 Mangaluru –
Udhna Special  will depart
from Mangaluru every
Thursday and Monday at
22.10 hrs and reach Udhna
at 23.05 hrs, the next day.
This train will run from 03rd

March to 30th June, 2025.
Enroute this train will

halt Valsad, Vapi, Palghar,
Vasai Road, Bhiwandi
Road, Panvel, Pen, Roha,
Mangaon, Khed, Chiplun,
Sawarda, Sangameshwar
Road, Ratnagiri, Rajapur
Road, Vaibhavwadi Road,
Kankavali, Sindhudurg,
Kudal, Sawantwadi Road,
Thivim, Karmali, Madgaon,
Canacona, Karwar, Ankola,
Gokarna Road, Kumta,
Murdeshwar, Bhatkal,
Mookambika Road
Byndoor, Kundapura,
Udupi, Mulki & Surathkal
station in both directions.

This train comprises of
AC 2 Tier, AC 3- Tier,
Sleeper Class and General
Second-Class Coaches.

8.      Train No.  09117/
09118 Udhna –
Subedarganj Weekly
Special [34 Trips]

Train No. 09117 Udhna
– Subedarganj Weekly
Special will depart from
Udhna every Friday at 05.45
hrs and will reach
Subedarganj at 08.40 hrs the
next day. This train will run
from 7th March to 27th
June, 2025. Similarly, Train
No. 09118 Subedarganj –
Udhna Weekly Special will
depart from Subedarganj
every Saturday at 19.25 hrs
and will reach Udhna at
20.15 hrs the next day. This
train will run from 8th
March to 28th June 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Bharuch, Vadodara,
Dahod, Ratlam, Ujjain,
Maksi, Shajapur, Pachor
Road, Biyavra Rajgarh,
Ruthiyai, Guna, Badarwas,
Shivpuri, Gwalior, Malanpur,
Soni, Bhind, Etawah,
Govindpuri and Fatehpur
stations in both directions.

This train comprises of
AC 3-Tier and Sleeper
Class & General Second
Class coaches.

9.     Train No. 09411/

09412 Ahmedabad –
Gwalior Weekly Superfast
Special [36 Trips].

Train No. 09411
Ahmedabad - Gwalior
Superfast Special will
depart from Ahmedabad
every Saturday, at 20:25 hrs
and reach Gwalior at 13:00
hrs the next day. This train
will run from 01st March to
28th June, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09412 Gwalior -
Ahmedabad Superfast
Special will depart from
Gwalior every Sunday, at
16:30 hrs and reach
Ahmedabad at 09:05 hrs.
the next day. This train will
run from 02nd March to
29th June, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Anand, Chhayapuri,
Godhra, Ratlam, Nagda,
Ujjain, Maksi, Guna and
Shivpuri station in both
directions.

This train comprises of
AC 2 Tier, AC 3- Tier,
Sleeper Class and General
Second-Class Coaches.

10.Train No. 09575/
09576 Rajkot –
Mahbubnagar Weekly
Special [36 Trips]

Train No. 09575 Rajkot
– Mahbubnagar Special will
depart from Rajkot every
Monday at 13.45 hrs, and
reach Mahbubnagar at
20.00 hrs, the next day. This
train will run from 03rd
March to 30th June, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09576
Mahbubnagar - Rajkot
special will depart from
Mahbubnagar every Tuesday
at 22.10 hrs, and reach Rajkot
at 05.00 hrs, on Thursday.
This train will run from 04th
March to 01st July, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Wankaner,
S u r e n d r a n a g a r ,
Ahmedabad, Nadiad,
Anand, Vadodara, Udhna,
Nandurbar, Jalgaon,
Bhusaval, Malkapur, Akola,
Washim, Hingoli, Basmat,

Purna, Hazur Sahib Nanded,
Dharmabad, Basar, Nizamabad,
Kamareddi, Medchal,
Kacheguda, Umdanagar,
Shadnagar and Jadcherla
stations in both directions.

 This train comprises of
AC 2 – Tier, AC 3 – Tier,
Sleeper Class and General
Second Class coaches.

11.Train No. 09324/
09323 Indore – Pune
Weekly Special [34 Trips].

Train No. 09324 Indore
– Pune Special will depart
from Indore every
Wednesday at 11.15 hrs
and reach Pune at 03.10 hrs,
the next day. This train will
run from 05th March to 25th
June, 2025. Similarly, Train
No. 09323 Pune – Indore
Special will depart from
Pune every Thursday at
05.10 hrs and reach Indore
at 23.55 hrs, the same day.
This train will run from 06th
March to 26th June, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Dewas, Ujjain,
Nagda, Ratlam, Godhra,
Vadodara, Udhna, Valsad,
Vapi, Vasai Road, Bhiwandi
Road, Kalyan and Lonavla
station in both directions.

This train comprises of
AC 2 Tier, AC 3- Tier,
Sleeper Class and General
Second-Class Coaches.

The booking for Train
No. 09411 is open. Booking
for Train Nos. 09001, 09025,
09057 & 09575 will open
from 01st March, 2025 while
for Train Nos. 09035 &
09324 will open from 02nd
March, 2025 & for Train
Nos. 09007, 09045 & 09117
will open from 04th March,
2025 at all PRS Counters and
on IRCTC website. The
above trains will run as
Special Train on Special
Fare. For detailed
information regarding
timings of halts and
composition, passengers
may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in.

Western Railway to run 11 pairs of Holi and
Summer special trains to various destinations

Western
Railway’s
Major Block
between
grant road
and Mumbai
Central
Station

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 28 : To

carry out the re-girdering
work of Bridge No. 5, a
Major Block of 13 hours
will be taken on UP and
DOWN Fast lines
between Grant Road and
Mumbai Central stations
from 22:00 hrs to 11:00 hrs
on Saturday/Sunday i.e.
01st / 02nd March, 2025.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr
Vineet Abhishek, during
the block period, all UP
and Down Fast line trains
will be operated on Slow
lines between Churchgate
and Mumbai Central
stations

. Some suburban trains
will remain cancelled
during the block and some
Churchgate trains will be
short terminated/reversed
ex Bandra/Dadar station.

Detailed information to
this effect is available with
Station Masters.

2 lakh 39 thousand
new electricity
connections in
Bhandup and
Kalyan circles in
eleven months

(Standard Post Bureau)
“Kalyan/Bhandup, Feb 28 : Mahavitaran's Kalyan and

Bhandup circles have taken swift and prompt action to
provide new electricity connections and have
commissioned 2 lakh 39 thousand 19 new electricity
connections in the last eleven months. Between April 2024
and February 2025, 1 lakh 35 thousand 839 new electricity
connections have been provided in Kalyan circle and 1 lakh 3
thousand 180 new electricity connections in Bhandup circle.

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has directed to
speed up customer service and mainly give more speed to
new electricity connections. Accordingly, Chairman and
Managing Director of Mahavitaran Shri. Lokesh Chandra
also gave instructions to speed up customer service
according to Ease of Living. Accordingly, special planning
was made to increase the speed of new electricity
connections in Kalyan and Bhandup circles.

In order to ensure immediate and necessary supply of
meters for new electricity connections, a continuous
review of new electricity connections and meter availability
is being conducted department-wise.

During the last eleven months, 29,556 new electricity
connections were provided under Kalyan Mandal I, 35,044
under Kalyan Mandal II, 47,960 under Vasai Mandal and
23,279 under Palghar Mandal Office in Kalyan Circle.

 While 27,662 new electricity connections have been
made in Thane City Mandal of Bhandup Circle, 44,718
in Vashi Mandal and 30,800 under Pen Mandal Office.
Promptness is being shown in providing new
electricity connection services within the time frame
fixed as per the performance standards and in some
places, applicants who fulfill all the requirements are
getting new electricity connections in just 24 hours.

Govt should
help dependent
of deceased
from Kumbh's
earnings:
Akhilesh

Lucknow, Feb 28 (UNI)
Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav
on Friday said that the
Uttar Pradesh government
should make arrangements
to find and send the
missing people home along
with compensating the
families of the victims of the
stampede at Sangam bank
from the earnings from the
Maha Kumbh.

In a statement issued
here, Alhilesh said that as
per the Yogi government's
claim, the Maha Kumbh has
brought several lakh crores
of rupees to the state's
economy. "The
government should make
arrangements to
compensate the families of
the deceased and provide
better treatment to the
injured from the money
earned. Some money from
this should be saved to find
and send home the
thousands of people who
are missing," he said.

He said that the
shopkeepers who have
suffered losses by setting up
shops in the fair due to the
mismanagement of the UP
government should be
compensated from this huge
earning. "Some amount from
this should be announced to
be given to all the fair
workers as a Holi bonus,"
he said.The SP chief said
that the CM should take
inspiration from the great
donor emperor
Harshvardhan and donate
most of the money for the
infrastructure of Prayagraj.
"Some money from this
amount of lakhs and crores
should be given for the
construction of a truthful
institute of 'self-
improvement' that 'inspires
to speak the truth' and
teaches 'morality,' he said.

STANDARD POST, Hyderabad
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