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IN BRIEF

Yogi govt telling lies after lies
about Kumbh: Akhilesh Yadav

Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh Yadav on
Sunday alleged that Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath is misleading the public by constantly lying
and hurting religious sentiments. While talking to
reporters after attending the ceremony, Akhilesh raised
several questions related to Kumbh and accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government of a big scam.

Bicycles , looms given to
displaced persons in Manipur

Manipur government in a bid to encourage and
support the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)
seeking refuge at various relief camps, distributed
Mobility Support (Bicycles) to Internally Displaced
students and Looms with accessories to Internally Displaced
women weavers of Imphal East District on Sunday.

No shortage of urea, farmers
should not worry: Minister

Agriculture Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao said
that there is no shortage of urea in the state and farmers
should not worry. He held a teleconference with
agricultural officials on Sunday and said that another
81,800 metric tons of urea will arrive in the state this
week.

PM hails ISRO's  feat, says it
reflects resolve to  touch .....

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday hailed
the remarkable achievements of ISRO in the space
mission and mentioned its 100th rocket launch, as also
the successes of Chandrayaan, Mangalyaan and
Aditya L-1.Addressing the 119th episode of Mann ki
Baat, Modi also hailed the Indian space agency's
launch of 104 satellites into space on a single rocket.,
"Last month, the country witnessed the launch of
ISRO’s 100th rocket. This is not just a number; it also
reflects our resolve to touch new heights in Space
Science every day", he said.

Indian army joins rescue
efforts after SLBC tunnel
collapse Near Srisailam

Hyderabad, Feb 23
(UNI) A section of the roof,
approximately 3 meters in
length, of the under-
construction Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel
collapsed on Saturday near
Domalapenta in
Nagarkurnool District,
Telangana. The incident
has left 6-8 workers feared
trapped inside.

Rescue operations are
in full swing, with the
Telangana & Andhra Sub
Area coordinating efforts
to ensure the swift
evacuation of those
trapped.The Engineer Task

Force (ETF) of the Bison
Division from
Secunderabad has been
deployed to assist in the
operation. Army Medical
Teams and Engineers,
equipped with high-
capacity pumping sets,
armored hoses, excavators,
JCBs, and bulldozers, are
working tirelessly to clear
the debris and facilitate a
safe rescue.

A joint meeting
involving the Civil
Administration, NDRF,
SDRF, Army, and tunnel
construction contractors is
currently underway to

streamline efforts and
enhance coordination.

The Indian Army is
collaborating closely with
all stakeholders to
accelerate the rescue
mission and ensure the
safety of those trapped
inside.

The Indian Army's top
priority remains the swift
and safe extraction of the
workers. Authorities are
continuously monitoring
the situation, and further
updates will be provided
as the operation
progresses, a defence
statement said on Sunday.

 971st incarnation of
Anantalwar observed

(Standard Post Bureau)
Tirumala, Feb 23: The

971st incarnation of
Vaishnava devotee, Sri
Anantalwar, was celebrated
at Ananthalwar Tota also
known as Purasaivarithota
here on Sunday.On this
occasion, the successors of
Anantalwar spread across
the country gathered and
rendered "Nalayira Divya
Prabandha Gosthiganam".

On this occasion,
Tirumala Pedda Jeeyar
Swamy, while delivering his
blessing speech, said that
through the TTD Alwar
Divya Prabandha Project,
eminent scholars from all the
Vaishnava Divyadesams are
being invited every year and

through their lectures, the
glory of Anantalwar was
conveyed most wonderfully.

Later, in his Anugraha
Bhashanam, Tirumala
Chinna Jeeyar Swamy said
that Anantalwar joined
Ramanujacharya as his first
disciple and went to
Tirumala to offer flowers to
Venkateswara Swamy and
pioneered Pushpa
Kainkaryam in Tirumala.

That is why Tirumala is
also known as Pushpa
Matham and explains about
the peculiarity of his life.

On this occasion,
scholars rendered speeches
on Venkatachala
Itihasamala, Ramanujavari
Tirumala Yatra, Swami

Pushkarini Vaibhavam, Sri
Ramayana Kalakshepam,
Tirumalanambi –
Thanniramudhu Utsavam,
Moolavarla Thirumanjanam
– Thirunamam, Ramanuja
Sannidhi Pratistha in
T i r u m a l a ,
S a h a s r a n a m a r c h a n a
Vibhavam,  Establishment of
Jeeyar Mutt in Tirumala,
Srivari Suprabhatam-Ekanta
Seva Tirumala, Punya
Tirthas in Tirumala and
many more.TTD Dasa
Sahitya Project Special
Officer Dr. Ananda Tirthach-
aryulu, successors of
Anantalwar including
Venkata Krishna Swamy,
Bharadwaja Swamy, and others
participated in this program.

Trough in westerlies
from Gangetic West
Bengal to South
Chattisgarh: Met

Amaravati, Feb 3 (UNI) Saturday’s trough in westerlies
from Gangetic West Bengal to south Chhattisgarh across
Odisha and at 0.9 km above mean sea level persists,
Meteorological Centre said on Sunday.

A daily weather report here said that the lower
tropospheric North Westerly winds over NCAP & Yanam
and South Easterly winds over SCAP and Rayalaseema.

Dry weather is likely to prevail in Coastal Andhra
Pradesh & Yanam and Rayalaseema during the next seven
days.

The maximum temperatures are likely to be above normal
by 2-3 degrees Celsius in Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam
and Rayalaseema during the next five days.

Dry weather prevailed over Coastal Andhra Pradesh
&Yanam and Rayalaseema during the last 24 hours.

The lowest minimum temperature of 18.5 degrees Celsius
was recorded at Arogyavaram in Rayalaseema on the
intervening night of Saturday and Sunday, the report added.

New Delhi, Feb 23
(UNI) : The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Sunday
announced that former
Delhi Chief Minister
Atishi will be the Leader of
Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly.

She is the first woman
Leader of Opposition in
the House.

The announcement was
made by AAP's Delhi state
President Gopal Rai today.
He said that today a
meeting of the AAP
Legislature Party was held
in which the MLAs
unanimously elected
Atishi as the Leader of
Opposition.

Rai said that Atishi has

Atishi to be Leader of
Opposition in Delhi Assembly

served as the Chief
Minister of Delhi very
well.

As the Leader of
Opposition, she will have
the responsibility of
protecting the work done
by the Kejriwal
government and fulfilling
the promises made by the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to the people."I
thank the party's national
convener Arvind Kejriwal
and all the MLAs who
have made me the Leader
of Opposition. Whatever
promises the BJP made,
as the opposition, we will
fulfill the responsibility
of fulfilling all those
promises," he said.

"The people of Delhi have
given us the role of
opposition, and as a strong
opposition, we will ensure
that the BJP government
fulfils all the promises it
made to Delhiites," she
said. During the
election, Modi ji had
guaranteed to give 2500
rupees a month to all the
women of Delhi.

We will definitely get
the BJP government to
fulfill this promise," she
said.

 AAP will raise the
issues of the people with
full force in the House.
The fight for the rights
of Delhi and Delhiites
will continue. "

New Delhi, Feb 23 (UNI)
: Shashi Tharoor, the
Congress Lok Sabha
member from
Thiruvananthapuram, who
recently made headlines for
lauding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Left
Democratic Front (LDF)
government in Kerala, has
now caused a  s t i r  by
stating that he is available
for the party, however, if
h is  services  are  not
needed, he has "other
options."

Tharoor made this
statement on a Malayalam-
language social media
platform. Following his
remark, rumours about his
potential departure from the
grand old party have
surged, although he has
refuted these claims.

Notably, Tharoor had
praised Prime Minister
Modi's recent visit to the US
and the achievements of the
LDF government under
Kerala Chief Minister

If Congress does
not need me, I
have options:
Shashi Tharoor

Pinarayi Vijayan, sparking
increased speculation in
political circles about his
leaving the Congress.

However, Tharoor
dismissed the rumours of
leaving the Congress,
clarifying that he was simply
raising concerns about his
role within the party.

Since contesting against
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, Shashi
Tharoor, who was elected to
the Lok Sabha for the fourth
time from
Thiruvananthapuram on the
party's ticket, has appeared
somewhat isolated.

He had also discussed
clarifying his role within the
party with Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, but received
no response.

Now, by praising Modi
and the Kerala government
and talking about his
readiness to serve the party,
he has also cautioned that
he has other 'alternatives'.

Rahul Gandhi calls
up Revanth Reddy

Hyderabad, Feb 23 (UNI) Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
called up Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy on
Sunday to enquire about the ongoing operations to rescue the
workers trapped after a portion of the roof of the Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel collapsed.The two leaders discussed
the situation for about 20 minutes, party sources said.

The CM informed Gandhi that Minister Uttam Kumar
Reddy had rushed to the scene immediately after reports
were received about the accident at Domalapenta in
Nagarkurnool district on Saturday. He also explained that
SDRF and NDRF teams had been deployed and that the
injured were receiving medical treatment.

Gandhi appreciated the government's swift response
and suggested that all possible efforts be made to rescue
those still trapped inside the tunnel.A state government
spokesperson said relief operations are being carried out
on a war footing. A 24-member army team has joined the
mission, along with 130 NDRF personnel, a 24-member Hydra
team, 24 Singareni Collieries Rescue Team members, and 120
SDRF personnel. However, rescue efforts are being hampered
by landslides and water accumulation inside the tunnel.The
accident occurred at the 14th kilometer of the SLBC tunnel
route when the a part of the roof collapsed on Saturday.

Mist or hazy
conditions
likely in
Telangana in
next 3 days:
Met

Hyderabad, Feb 23
(UNI) Mist or hazy
conditions are likely to
prevail during morning
hours at isolated
places in Telangana
during the next 3 days,
Meteorological Centre
said on Sunday.

In a daily weather
report here, it said that
o large change in
maximum & minimum
temperatures during
the same period.

Dry weather is
likely to prevail in
Telangana during the
next seven days.

Rainfall occurred
at isolated places in
the state during the
last 24 hours.

The lowest
minimum temperature
of 15.6 degrees
Celsius was recorded
at Patancheru in
Sangareddy district
of Telangana on the
intervening night of
Saturday and Sunday,
the report added.

New Delhi to
host first-ever
Conference for
Women
Peacekeepers

New Delhi, Feb 23
(UNI) : The first-ever
Conference for Women
Peacekeepers will be
held in New Delhi on
February 24-25 that will
see participation by
women peacekeepers
from 35 Troop
Contributing Countries
(TCCs) from the Global
South.

The conference,
being held on the theme
'Women in
Peacekeeping: A Global
South Perspective', is
being organised by the
Ministry of External
Affai rs  in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Defence
and the  Centre  for
Uni ted Nat ions
P e a c e k e e p i n g
(CUNPK), a statement
said.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
will deliver the key note
address.

The United Nations
will be represented by
Jean- Pierre Lacroix, UN
Under Secretary
General, Department
of Peace Operations;
and Chris t ian
Saunders, UN Special
Coordinator. They will
jo in  other  re levant
s t a k e - h o l d e r s
per ta ining to  the
peacekeeping domain
in the conference.

The participating
women peacekeepers
will also call on President
Droupadi Murmu.
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Engage constructively, focus on matters of
welfare of J&K people: Jitendra to BJP MLAs

Jammu, Feb 23 (UNI) :
Ahead of the crucial
upcoming Budget session
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly, Union Minister
Dr Jitendra Singh on
Sunday urged BJP MLAs
to engage constructively in
the House and present a
united front on matters
concerning the welfare of
the people of the Union
Territory.

Chairing a luncheon
meeting of BJP MLAs here
at his residence, Dr Singh
underscored the party’s
commitment to follow the
nationalistic line, raising
public-centric issues and
bring pressure on the
government to ensure that
the governance is
transparent and
accountable.

The meeting focused
on key public issues,
legislative strategy and the
legislative party’s approach
in the Assembly, setting the
tone for an active and
engaged participation in the
upcoming Budget session
of J&K Assembly.

The discussion
revolved around pressing
current concerns such as
drug addiction, land
encroachments and illegal
mining, which have been

affecting people across the
Union Territory.

Several MLAs voiced
the grievances of their
respective constituencies,
highlighting the challenges
faced by the public and
stressing the need for
strong legislative action.

The MLAs also
deliberated on how to
effectively counter the
ruling party and hold it
accountable for what some
members described as
unfulfilled promises from
the ruling party's manifesto.

"Personally, in my
parliamentary career, I have
always followed the dictum
of focussing on 'issues'

rather than 'individuals' and
over the years it has proved
to be quite a successful
approach," said Dr Jitendra
Singh and urged upon the
legislators to come
prepared and confront the
ruling party with well
studied, evidence-based
interventions in the
Assembly, instead of
indulging in
inconsequential personal
attacks.

Dr Singh further said
BJP has won the recent
Assembly election with a
vote share higher than even
the ruling party and the
people of Jammu region
have overwhelmingly

reposed faith in the
national leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
with a strong urge to have
a "double engine"
government in J&K, as is
the case in several other
States.

"It is therefore
imperative upon us to prove
ourselves worthy of the
people's confidence and
register the aspirations of
the people on the floor of
the House," he said.

The meeting was
moderated by the Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Sunil
Sharma, who laid out the
plan for BJP’s participation
in the legislative

proceedings.He said such
coordination meetings with
the UT and central
leadership of the party will
be a regular phenomenon
and briefed the legislators
about the calendar of
interactions during the next
few days.

He emphasized the
significance of legislative
party meetings that would
take place before and during
the session to fine-tune the
party’s strategy on a daily
basis.

The meeting concluded
with remarks from BJP J&K
President Sat Sharma, who
reinforced the importance
of coordination among
party members and their
responsibility in voicing the
concerns of the people
effectively in the
legislature.

With the budget
session set to begin soon,
BJP’s legislative wing is
poised to play a proactive
role in the Assembly,
ensuring that public issues
remain at the forefront of
the debate, he said.

Sat Sharma urged the
legislators to carefully draw
their strategy for the
upcoming Assembly
session to play the role of
an effective Opposition.

Army chief
embarks on
official visit to
France

New Delhi, Feb 23 (UNI)
Army chief General
Upendra Dwivedi departed
on a four-day official visit
to France on Sunday,
aiming to strengthen
defence ties between India
and France. General
Dwivedi will be in France
from 24th to 27th February,
a Defence Ministry
statement said.

On 24th, the Chief of
Army Staff will engage with
senior military leadership of
France at Les Invalides,
Paris. He will hold
discussions with General
Pierre Schill, CEMAT (Chef
d'État-Major de l'Armée de
Terre – the French Army
Chief).

The aim of the meeting
will be to foster stronger
military ties between the
two nations. The itinerary
also includes a visit to the
École Militaire, the
prestigious Military School
and Institution Complex in
Paris, where Gen Dwivedi
will be briefed on Future
Combat Command (CCF).

Moreover, he will be
briefed at the Technical
Section of the French Army
(STAT) and visit the Battle
Lab Terre at Versailles.

On 25th, General
Dwivedi will travel to
Marseille, where he will visit
the 3rd Division of the
French Army and will be
briefed on the mission and
role of the 3rd Division, the
bilateral exercise Shakti,
India-France training
cooperation, and the
French Army
modernisation programme
(Scorpion).

The following day, he
will visit Carpiagne to
witness a dynamic
demonstration of the
Scorpion Division with live
firing exercises.

On 27th, the COAS will
visit the Neuve Chapelle
Indian War Memorial to lay
a solemn wreath in honour
of the fallen Indian soldiers
who participated in World
War I. Later in the day, he
will deliver a talk at the École
de Guerre, the French Joint
Staff College, highlighting
the evolving nature of
modern warfare and India's
strategic vision.

General Dwivedi’s visit
aims to strengthen the
military collaboration
between India and France,
exploring new avenues of
cooperation and enhancing
strategic partnerships
between the two nations'
armed forces.

PM hails ISRO's
feat, says it reflects
resolve to
touch new heights

New Delhi, Feb 23 (UNI) : Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday hailed the remarkable achievements of
ISRO in the space mission and mentioned its 100th rocket
launch, as also the successes of Chandrayaan,
Mangalyaan and Aditya L-1.

Addressing the 119th episode of Mann ki Baat, Modi
also hailed the Indian space agency's launch of 104
satellites into space on a single rocket.,

"Last month, the country witnessed the launch of
ISRO’s 100th rocket. This is not just a number; it also
reflects our resolve to touch new heights in Space Science
every day", he said.

The PM pointed out that over the last 10 years alone,
around 460 satellites have been launched, including many
satellites from other countries.

Modi also praised women's participation in the space
sector and noted that in recent years the number of women
space scientists in India has been constantly on the rise.

"I am also very happy to see that today the space
sector has become a favourite for our youth," he said.

With National Science Day approaching, the Prime
Minister urged students and young minds to cultivate a
passion for science. He introduced the idea of ‘One Day
as a Scientist,’ encouraging people to visit research labs,
planetariums, or space centres to experience the scientific
process firsthand.

He emphasised that such experiences would enhance
curiosity and deepen understanding.

The Prime Minister also spoke about India’s
achievements in artificial intelligence.

Sharing his experience from a recent AI conference in
Paris, Modi stated that global leaders have acknowledged
India’s rapid progress in the sector. This recognition, he
said, reflects the country’s growing influence in cutting-
edge technology.

"I went to Paris to participate in a big AI conference.
There, the world praised India's progress in this sector.
We are also getting to see examples of how people of our
country are using AI today" he said.

PM Modi also praised the country's daughters, stating
that respect for them has always been deeply rooted in
Indian culture.

He acknowledged the significant role of women in
India's freedom struggle and the drafting of the
Constitution.In a special initiative for Women's Day, he
announced that on March 8, he would hand over his social
media accounts, including X and Instagram, to inspiring
women across the country. They will share their work and
experiences, offering a platform to showcase their
contributions and inspire millions.

During the programme, PM Modi also raised concerns
over the obesity disease and urged people to reduce the
consumption of edible oil by 10 per cent. He shared the
study by WHO saying that In 2022, about 250 crore people
around the world were overweight, that is, they had more
weight than required.Mentioning the National Games in
Uttarakhand, he said there, more than 11,000 athletes from
all over the country performed brilliantly.

"This event presented a new Swaroop of Devbhoomi.
Uttarakhand is now emerging as a strong sporting force
in the country. The players of Uttarakhand too performed
wonderfully" he said.

"I am happy that with the determination and discipline
of our young athletes, India is rapidly progressing towards
becoming a global sporting powerhouse" PM Modi noted.

On the upcoming, World Wildlife Day, PM Modi urged
people to associate with wildlife protection.

"It is a matter of great satisfaction for me that many
start-ups have also emerged in this field", he said.

"In Gujarat as well, people have contributed
significantly in the protection and conservation of Asiatic
Lions in Gir. They have shown the world what co-existence
with nature means" he said.The Prime Minister also wished
the students participating in the exam this year and urged
them to appear in the exam in the papers without any
"stress and with a completely positive spirit".

India sends
medical
supplies,
disaster relief
material to
Honduras

New Delhi, Feb 23
(UNI) : India on Sunday
despatched 26 tonnes of
humanitarian aid,
comprising medical
supplies and disaster
relief material, to the
Honduras in the wake of
Tropical storm Sara that
caused severe flooding
and landslides in the
Central American nation.

The MEA
spokesperson said in a
post on X:

“A reliable partner for
the Global South.

“India dispatched
humanitarian assistance
of 26 tons to Honduras in
the wake of the recent
Tropical storm SARA.

“The consignment
comprising medical
supplies & disaster relief
material including surgical
supplies, glucometers,
oximeters, gloves,
syringes & IV fluids,
blankets, sleeping mats
and hygiene kits has
departed from India.”

Tropical Storm Sara
caused severe flooding
and landslides in
Honduras in November
2024.

The storm made
landfall near the
Honduras-Nicaragua
border on November 14,
2024, with winds of 45
mph, and brought heavy
rainfall to the northern
region of the country,
leading to devastating
flash floods and
mudslides.

Over 110,000 people
were affected, and more
than 1,700 communities
were cut off due to
flooding and landslides.

The storm caused
extensive damage,
including the destruction
of nine bridges and
damage to another 19
bridges.

New Delhi, Feb 23 (UNI)
In a significant move, the
Delhi High Court has
directed to pay pensionary
benefits to five employees
of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), who
have been working as
temporary workers for the
past 20 years.

A division bench,
comprising Justices C Hari
Shankar and Ajay Digpaul,
quashed an earlier High
Court order denying
pensions to the petitioners,
workers who had served for
over 20 years before retiring
between 2010 and 2014.

The High Court ruled in
favour of five retired
temporary employees of
the ASI, affirming their right
to pensionary benefits and
condemning the prolonged
exploitation of contractual
employment.

The court directed the

Delhi HC orders pension benefits for ASI temporary
employees, imposes penalty for delay

authorities to release their
dues within eight weeks,
warning that any delay
would attract an interest
penalty of 12 percent per
annum from the date of
retirement until full
payment.

In a strongly worded
judgment, the court
criticized the systemic
misuse of temporary
contracts in government
institutions, noting that
such arrangements—
originally meant for short-
term needs—were now
being used to deprive
employees of job security
and financial benefits.

It pointed out that many
temporary workers perform
essential and recurring
tasks identical to those of
regular employees but
remain deprived of stable
employment status.

The court further

highlighted the arbitrary
termination of temporary
workers and their exclusion
from promotions, pay
raises, and career
advancement.

It expressed concern
over the growing trend of
outsourcing as a means to
evade regular employment
obligations, calling it a
deliberate strategy to deny
workers their rights.

Referring to the
Supreme Court’s ruling in
Secretary,  Sta te  of
Karnataka versus Uma
Devi (2006), the High
Court  condemned i ts
mis interpreta t ion by
government bodies to
reject the claims of long-
serving temporary
employees.

It clarified that Uma
Devi distinguished
between “illegal” and
“irregular” appointments

and upheld the rights of
employees engaged in
sanctioned posts for over
10 years.

The court also cited the
Supreme Court’s recent
ruling in Jaggo vs Union of
India (2024), reinforcing
that extended temporary
employment violates
international labour
standards.

Emphasizing that
government institutions
must set an example in fair
employment practices, the
High Court ruled in favour
of the petitioners,
represented by Advocates
Anu Mehta and Rubinder
Ghumman.The Court
reiterated that non-
compliance with its order
would invite a strict
financial penalty, sending a
strong message against the
prolonged exploitation of
temporary employees.

New Delhi, Feb 23
(UNI) The All India
Muslim Majlis-e-
Mashawrat (AIMMM)
Delhi chapter on Sunday
expressed deep concern
over the growing social
tension and attempts to
disturb harmony in the
country and said that it
will launch a massive
campaign in collaboration
with various religious
organizations to
strengthen brotherhood
and national unity .

After the AIMMM
meeting, the
organization's President
Syed Noorullah on
Sunday said that the
country is going through
a serious phase where
there are attempts to

AIMMM will launch campaign to
strengthen brotherhood : Noorullah

spread tension among the
followers of different
religions in a planned
manner. This tendency is
fatal for both the society
and the country. He said
that some selfish elements
are engaged in a
conspiracy to harm the
Ganga-Jamuni culture of
Indian society, which
should be thwarted at all
costs.

Syed Noorullah
appealed to peace-loving
Indians to come forward
to maintain unity and
peace in the society and
foil the conspiracies of
divisive elements.

He announced that a
huge meeting of religious
leaders of all religions will
be held in April. In this

meeting, a comprehensive
strategy will be made to
strengthen the forces
uniting the society and to
counter the attempts to
break the country.

Speaking on the
occasion, Vice President
Dr. M. Rahmatullah said
that peace and tranquility
are essential for the
progress of any society
and country. Acting
General Secretary
Mohammad Tayyab
expressed his views on
the issues related to Urdu
language and stressed the
need for its preservation
and promotion. Various
issues related to auqaf
and education were also
discussed in detail in the
meeting.

CM hands over
cheque worth
Rs 1 cr to the
family of
Shaheed
constable of SSF

Bhawanigarh, Feb 22
(UNI) : Condoling the
death of Punjab police
constable Harshveer
Singh who attained
martyrdom in line of duty
a few days back, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Saturday handed over
cheque worth Rs one
crore to the family of
martyr as a mark of
respect for his supreme
sacrifice for country.

He said that Constable
Harshveer Singh had
attained martyrdom while
performing his duty in
Sadak Surkhya Force. He
said that Rs one crore has
been given as ex-gratia by
state government whereas
another payment of
insurance cover worth Rs
one crore had been made
by the HDFC bank.

New Delhi, Feb 23 (UNI)
Hundreds of homebuyers
of Greenopolis staged a
massive protest at Jantar
Mantar, New Delhi against
Orris Infrastructure Pvt.
Ltd., its contractor Three C,
and the authorities after
years of unfulfilled
promises and zero
accountability.The home
buyers said they took to the
street as despite
approaching HARERA,
Courts, and even
Ministers, they received no
relief.Despite repeated
complaints and assurances,
neither the builder nor the
authorities took any steps
to address the issue, they
alleged.The Greenopolis
project in Sector 89,
Gurugram, launched in 2012
by Orris Infrastructure Pvt.
Ltd. in collaboration with
Three C Shelters Pvt Ltd,
has left more than 1,800
homebuyers in limbo for
over a decade. Comprised
mostly of middle-class

Homebuyers take to street after getting
no relief from Judiciary and Authorities

families, retired armed
forces personnel, and
senior citizens, the buyers
have been waiting for
possession while
struggling to manage EMIs,
rent, and family expenses.

The Rs 2000-crore
project, which promised
1,862 flats across 28 towers
and 10 acres reserved for
future development, stalled
in 2016 after buyers had
paid 80-95 percent of their
flat costs.ORRIS has also
given affidavits in courts
that they will complete the
project and give homes to
all the homebuyers. As per
the agreement between
Three C and Orris, Three C
will construct the project
and will sell 65 percent of
the flats, while Orris will sell
35 percent of the units.

However, disputes
between Orris and its
contractor led to
construction delays,
leaving homebuyers stuck
in protracted legal battles.

Things worsened when the
Three C went into
insolvency and Orris took
over the obligation to
complete the Project but
later went back on its
words.The struggle has
already spanned 12 years.
More than 50 buyers have
passed away during this
time, and over 500 senior
citizens remain affected.

The Builders, they said,
were exploiting the laws
enacted to protect the
interests of homebuyers in
real estate projects.
Homebuyers’ demanded
immediate possession of
their homes which are ready
and a court-backed
completion timeline for the
rest of the project and strict
action against Orris
Infrastructure Pvt Limited
and 3Cs.They also
demanded compensation
for homebuyers’ financial
and emotional distress and
the huge financial loss
suffered for over a decade.
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Group of Shiva devotees from Brazil
arrives for Maha Shivratri snan

Prayagraj, Feb 23 (UNI)
: As the grand Maha
Shivratri Snan marks the
final bathing day of Maha
Kumbh, numerous foreign
devotees have started
arriving in Maha Kumbh
Nagar to take a holy dip in
the Triveni Sangam.

A group of Lord Shiva
devotees from Brazil has
also reached Prayagraj,
eagerly awaiting this
auspicious occasion. With
the same grandeur and
divinity that marked the
beginning of the

Prayagraj Maha
Kumbh, the event is set to
conclude on a similarly
magnificent note.

The final bathing ritual
of Maha Kumbh on Maha
Shivratri has once again
drawn foreign devotees,
particularly from Brazil.
Over two dozen young
devotees from Brazil have
arrived to participate in this

sacred event.According to
group coordinator
Henrique More, these
devotees are deeply
connected to Lord Shiva's
spiritual path, with most of
them hailing from Rio de
Janeiro and Sao Paulo,
where Shiva temples also
exist. Inspired by Lord
Shiva's divine energy, they
chose Maha Shivratri as
their special occasion,
coinciding with the once-in-
12-years Maha Kumbh.

Brazilian youth have a
growing interest in spiritual
tourism, and certain
similarities between Indian
and Afro-Brazilian
traditions have drawn them
to Maha Kumbh. Group
member Pao Felipe said that
most of them are devoted
followers of Lord Shiva.

Their bodies bear
tattoos of Shiva’s symbols,
including the Trident
(Trishul), Damru, and

Mahakal, while crescent-
shaped Trishul earrings
further reflect their
devotion.Female member
Isabella said that their
fascination with body art is
inspired by the Kayapo
community of Brazil, where
tattooing spiritual symbols
is a traditional practice. This
Brazilian group has been
visiting Kashi every year
for Maha Shivratri to seek
blessings at Baba
Vishwanath’s temple.
However, this time, global
discussions about Maha
Kumbh's grandeur
motivated them to visit
Prayagraj.Expressing their
deep admiration for the
divine experience, Henrique
More stated that their
group decided to perform
the sacred Maha Shivratri
Snan in the holy waters of
Triveni at Maha Kumbh,
cherishing this once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.

Agra (UP), Feb 23 (UNI)
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Sunday emphasised the
need for UP's youth to
become job creators,
highlighting the global
impact of these innovative
companies in the digital
economy.

Addressing a conclave
of 100 unicorns to
strategise investment
promotion in UP and turn
proposals into reality, the
CM said that UP once
lacked opportunities, but
driven students turned
ideas into reality. He said
that those leading in
technology have also taken
the lead in startups.

Lauding the youth as a
growth engine and a source
of inspiration, he
emphasised that
monumental success is
possible in every field.
Sharing an example from
Bundelkhand, he recalled
how five women
approached him in 2019
seeking jobs.

He said, "Upon learning
they had only studied up
to class five, the state
government took the
initiative to train them and
establish a milk producers'
network. Today, their
venture boasts a Rs 1,500
crore turnover and
supports 42,000 women.
Agra's milk producers are
achieving even greater
success."

Yogi said that UP is not
only the land of agriculture
but also of Sanatan
knowledge and tradition.

"A conclave has been
organised here to promote
investment in UP. In this,
people from unicorn
companies across the
country exchange ideas.
No unicorn company
moves forward without
investors," he said.

He highlighted that the
tradition of exchanging
ideas dates back to ancient

PM redefined startup culture of India: Yogi
times. Citing the Valmiki
Ramayana, he attributed its
timeless appeal to
Maharishi Valmiki's
practical wisdom.

The CM said, "Before
composing the epic, Valmiki
had a shloka in mind but
sought guidance from
Narad Ji, who advised him
to center it around Lord Shri
Ram. This exchange of
ideas led to the creation of
the Ramayana."

Drawing a parallel, he
said that the discussions
among entrepreneurs today
serve as the foundation
stone for a new-age
Ramayana of innovation
and progress.

Yogi reaffirmed the
government's commitment
to making UP a trillion
dollar economy,
highlighting the
transformative impact of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s initiatives in
fostering a robust startup
ecosystem.

He credited PM Modi
for redefining
entrepreneurial culture
through Startup India,
Standup India, and Make in
India, which have instilled
confidence in the system
and propelled India's
startup revolution.

He emphasised that
India's startup ecosystem
has gained global
recognition, with numerous
unicorns emerging across
various sectors. "UP, too,
has made significant
strides, now home to over
14,000 startups, of which
women entrepreneurs lead
7,000," he said.

He applauded their
contributions across
diverse fields, citing the
example of 'Physics Wallah',
a startup that has achieved
unicorn status by
leveraging technology and
innovation.

He said that even in
regions where
technological awareness

was once limited, startups
have successfully
harnessed digital
advancements to create
impactful solutions.

Drawing a parallel with
the Maha Kumbh, the CM
showcased the power of
technology in social
welfare.

He highlighted the
success of the Khoya-Paya
initiative, which helped
reunite 28,000 missing
individuals with their
families through a digital
tracking system.

In contrast, he criticized
statements by the Congress
leadership, which painted
an inaccurate picture of the
event.

Sharing a real-life
incident from Prayagraj,
Yogi narrated how a man
who had gone for a dip at
the Sangam was presumed
dead after going missing for
several days.

His family even
performed his last rites.
However, thanks to the
community food services
at the Kumbh, he survived
and returned home on the
very day of his 'Tehrvi'," he
said.

Yogi emphasised how
faith, perseverance, and
technology can work
together to create
remarkable outcomes.

He said that
experiencing the Maha
Kumbh firsthand is the only
way to truly understand its
scale and logistics.
Drawing a parallel with
innovation, he highlighted
how UP fosters a thriving
startup ecosystem.

The CM said, "The
state has successfully
introduced electric buses
across all major cities,
expanding their numbers in
Gorakhpur from just five to
40. These buses are now
being deployed to connect
villages with urban centres.
The government has
introduced a grant policy

for electric bus
manufacturers to promote
sustainable transportation
further, attracting
numerous investment
proposals. With a demand
for nearly 1.5 lakh buses,
UP presents a vast market
with opportunities for
investors and
entrepreneurs."

Regarding agriculture,
the CM underscored UP's
leadership in food grain and
sugarcane production. He
said that the state has the
potential to triple its current
agricultural output with the
proper support.

"Key challenges must
be addressed, such as
access to high-quality
seeds and storage
infrastructure. The
agricultural sector could
grow threefold by
s t r e n g t h e n i n g
warehousing facilities and
linking production with
food processing and
exports," he said.

Yogi highlighted
advancements in
healthcare, particularly the
expansion of tele-
consultation services.

"If virtual coaching can
revolutionise education,
similar digital solutions can
transform healthcare
access," he said.

Recalling the
challenges during the Covid
pandemic, Yogi pointed out
that UP ramped its testing
capacity from 1,000 to 5 lakh
tests per day.

"Besides, while 36
districts previously lacked
ICU beds, the state has
since made significant
strides in upgrading
medical infrastructure," he
said.Encouraging the
youth, he emphasised that
UP is full of opportunities
across multiple sectors.

"With innovation,
dedication, and the right
policies, the state is on a
path to a remarkable
transformation," he added.

Septuagenarian
killed by
unidentified
persons in
Jalaun

Jalaun (UP), Feb 23
(UNI) A septuagenarian
was allegedly killed by
unidentified persons with a
sharp weapon in Rampura
area of Jalaun in Uttar
Pradesh on Sunday, a police
officer said here.

Madhavgarh Circle
Officer (CO) Ram Singh
Yadav said that information
was received that an
unknown body was lying
on the track near the canal
in the morning.

"On receiving the
information, Rampura
police station in-charge
Sanjeev Kumar reached the
spot and recovered the
body of a 70-year-old man
and prima facie it seems
that he was murdered with
a sharp weapon," he said.

He said that the
deceased was identified as
Vidyaram Azad, a resident
of Silaua village.

"Dinesh, son of the
deceased, who reached the
spot, said that his father had
a rivalry with some people,
probably those people
have committed the
murder," he said.Police
station in-charge Sanjeev
Kumar said that on the
basis of the complaint of
the family members, a case
will be registered under
relevant sections. Police
have taken a suspect into
custody and interrogation is
going on, he added.

Patna, Feb 23 (UNI) :
Senior RJD leader Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav on Sunday
slammed BJP for litigation
over 65 percent reservation
to Backwards, Extremely
Backward Classes (BCs)
(EBCs) , Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) in government
services in Bihar.

Yadav while addressing
a function organised to
mark birth anniversary of
Saint Ravidas, said that
when RJD was ruling
partner, Grand Alliance
government had increased

Tejashwi slams BJP for litigation over
65 percent reservation in Bihar

the reservation limit to 65
percent from 49 percent for
EBCs, BCs SCs and STs in
government services.

A proposal was sent by
the then Grand Alliance
government of Bihar to
Centre requesting to place
the new reservation
provision in 9th schedule
of the constitution to
insulate it from judicial
review, he added.

"BJP government at the
Centre deliberately ignored
the proposal of Grand
Alliance government of
Bihar to place new

reservation provision in 9th
schedule of the
constitution, which
resulted in a series of
litigation over the issue,"
RJD leader said adding that
BJP was responsible for
denial of government jobs
to thousands of youths of
these categories.

On the other of hand,
his party RJD remained
committed to protect the
interests of these sections
of the society, he added.

Yadav said that his party
had promised to give Rs
2,500 to every women under

Mai Bahin Mann Yojana
and Rs 1500 to those above
the age of 60 years as
pension per month, if voted
to power.Similarly,
physically challenged
persons would also be
given Rs 1500 as financial
assistance, he added.

RJD leader said that 200
units of free electricity
would be given to every
household.

Cooking gas cylinder
would be provided at Rs
500 only to help families in
reducing their monthly
expenses, he added.

Never saw such
a grand
spectacle, feels
heavenly:
Boney Kapoor

Prayagraj, Feb 23 (UNI)
: Renowned filmmaker
Boney Kapoor and
Jagadguru Shankaracharya
Shri Shri Shri Bharati Tirtha
Mahaswamiji on Sunday
participated in the ritual
bath during Maha Kumbh
and shared their profound
experiences.

Filmmaker Boney
Kapoor said, "I came here
during a difficult time to
immerse my grandfather's
ashes, but I have never
witnessed such a
magnificent sight before.
The sheer number of
people present here is
overwhelming."

He said, "The
atmosphere here feels
heavenly. I pray to Maa
Ganga to bless me with a
long life so

I can attend the next two
Kumbh Melas. I also
prayed for my family,
children, mother and
friends."

J a g a d g u r u
Shankaracharya Shri Shri
Shri Bharati Tirtha
Mahaswamiji also
performed the sacred ritual
at Triveni Sangam and
expressed his joy.

"Bathing in the Maha
Kumbh has always been a
dream of mine, but I never
had the opportunity.
Today, I feel truly blessed
and overjoyed to have
experienced this divine
moment," he said.

UP govt distributes
assistive devices to
senior citizens at
Shravan Kumbh

Prayagraj, Feb 23 (UNI) : In line with the Uttar Pradesh
government's commitment to the well-being of senior
citizens, the Social Welfare Department has organised
Shravan Kumbh in Maha Kumbh area, providing free
medical check-ups and assistive devices, official sources
said here on Sunday.

Sources said that So far, 1,847 assistive devices have
been distributed, including hearing aids, lumbar belts, knee
support belts, walking sticks, wheelchairs, spinal support,
and cervical collars, so far.

 "Under the guidance of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and the directives of Social Welfare Minister
Aseem Arun, the Department is running a dedicated camp
in the Maha Kumbh area," they said.

Deputy Director of the Department AK Singh said that
doctors from AIIMS Delhi, PGI Lucknow, PGI Chandigarh,
and Jharkhand are providing their services at Shravan
Kumbh. "Besides, medical professionals from Kerala,
Rajasthan, Karnataka, and Punjab are also conducting free
health check-ups. An OPD facility has been set up at the
department’s pavilion for comprehensive health
examinations," he said.

He said that besides, the department has set up a 100-
bed temporary old age home in the Kumbh area.

"This facility accommodates destitute senior citizens
residing in government-run old age homes, bringing them
to the holy site for a sacred bath at the Sangam as part of
their spiritual experience," he said.

Hyderabad, Feb 23
(UNI): Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) Working
President K T Rama Rao
(KTR) has accused the BJP-
led central government of
protecting Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
despite multiple corruption
allegations.

He questioned the BJP’s
silence on scams linked to
the Congress government,
including the Amrut
tenders scam and the civil
supplies scam.

In a statement issued
here on Sunday, KTR
alleged that the BJP, while
attacking Congress
nationally, was secretly
shielding Revanth Reddy
in Telangana for political
convenience. He claimed
that despite submitting
evidence of corruption,
including the
misappropriation of Rs
1337 crore from central

KTR accuses BJP of
shielding CM Revanth
Reddy, questions
silence on scams

urban development funds,
the central government has
not taken action.

Highlighting the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) raid on Congress
Minister Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy, KTR pointed out the
lack of official updates
despite the seizure of
significant cash and assets.
He also criticized the BJP's
inaction on major
infrastructure failures,
including the SLBC Tunnel
Disaster and the
Sunkishala Project collapse.

KTR further accused
the BJP and Congress of a
covert understanding,
citing Rahul Gandhi’s
national criticism of the BJP
while both parties allegedly
colluded in Telangana. He
suggested that the BJP’s
reluctance to act against
Revanth Reddy could be
due to a possible future
political alliance.

Cleanliness pioneer Sant Gadge
continues to inspire us: Yogi

Prayagraj, Feb 23 (UNI)
: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Sunday hailed Sant
Gadge as a pioneer of social
justice who spearheaded
public awareness against
caste discrimination, superstition,
and uncleanliness. A grand
function was held at the
Ganga Pandal in Sector 1 of
Maha Kumbh Nagar on
Sunday to mark the 149th
birth anniversary of
Rashtrasant Param Pujya
Gadge Maharaj.

Paying his tribute to
Sant Gadge, the CM said
that his life has been a
beacon of inspiration for
societal reform and
awareness. "Wherever he
travelled, he spread the
message of education and
cleanliness through kirtans,
always carrying a broom as
a symbol of his mission,"
he said.

Yogi recalled Sant
Gadge's belief that 'God
resides where there is
cleanliness' and said how

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi furthered this very
vision through the launch
of the Swachhata Abhiyan
on October 2, 2014, which
has now become a global
movement.

He said that the
message of cleanliness
propagated by Sant Gadge
a century ago continues to
inspire millions today.
"Under PM Modi's
leadership, the Swachh
Bharat Mission has
facilitated the construction
of toilets in crores of
households, safeguarding
women's dignity and
preventing diseases," he
said.Lauding the people of
Prayagraj, Yogi commended
their exemplary role in
maintaining cleanliness
and ensuring the seamless
organisation of the Maha
Kumbh. He also praised the
city's improved traffic
management and the spirit
of hospitality shown by its
residents, who have
embraced the Maha Kumbh

as their own.He announced
that the 150th birth
anniversary of Sant Gadge
Ji Maharaj will be celebrated
on an even grander scale
next year. He reiterated the
d o u b l e - e n g i n e
government's commitment
to social welfare and vowed
to further amplify the
message of cleanliness.The
CM praised Legislative
Council Member Surendra
Chaudhary for organising
the grand event. He
emphasised that the
celebration not only honoured
Sant Gadge’s legacy but also
reinforced public awareness
of vital social reforms.

26 persons injured in
Jallikattu event

Madurai (Tamil Nadu), Feb 23 (UNI) Twenty six
persons, including bull tamers and spectators were injured
in the annual Jallikattu (taming of Bulls) event in Tamil
Nadu's Madurai district on Sunday. official sources said.

The sources said 650 registered bulls and 450 bull
tamers from Madurai, Theni, Dindigul, Pudukottai and
Tiruchirapalli districts took part in the day-long event held
at Kalaignar Centenary Jallikattu Arena in Keelakarai near
Alanganallur
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Rupee will continue to
weaken in the new year

(Mr Satish Singh)

(By Satish Singh)
The fall in the

exchange rate of rupee
against the dollar is a
major obstacle in the path
of development. It is
necessary to overcome
this to ensure smooth
development. The
Reserve Bank of India is
using foreign exchange
reserves to prevent the
fall in the exchange rate.
Since the dollar is the
most powerful currency in
the world, it is largely
through it that trades are
conducted across the
world.

The rupee witnessed
its biggest fall in 2 years
during day trading on 27
December 2024 and
became one of the worst
performing currencies in
Asia. The rupee has
consistently closed at a
weak level at the end of
the calendar year against
the dollar in the last 7
years.

The rupee has fallen
by 2.7 percent so far in the
year 2024. The rupee
weakened to a low of
85.82 and has now come
down to 85.54 per dollar,
which is the lowest level
of the rupee so far. Again,
this is the biggest fall in
the exchange rate of rupee
against the dollar since
the global recession of
2008.

Due to the use of
foreign exchange reserves
to reduce the weakness of
the rupee, a decrease of $
8.48 billion was recorded
in the foreign exchange
reserves on 27 December
2024. Last week, on 20
December, $ 1.99 billion
was withdrawn from the
foreign exchange
reserves. In the month of

September, the foreign
exchange reserves had
increased to the level of $
704.88 billion. Since then,
it has been continuously
declining and now it has
reached the level of $
644.87 billion.

Right now, the level of
foreign exchange reserves
cannot be considered
worrisome, but if the
foreign exchange reserves
keep decreasing like this,
it will not be good for the
health of the economy.
Decrease in foreign
exchange reserves means
that investors are not
investing in India, which
cannot be considered a
good sign at all. Usually,
as soon as the dollar
strengthens, foreign
investors turn to the US
market in the hope of
higher returns and when it
weakens, investors again
turn to the markets of
other countries in the
hope of higher returns.

There are some other
important reasons for the
fall in the value of rupee
against the dollar in India,
such as, India’s trade
deficit is constantly
increasing.

 This usually happens
due to reduced exports
and more imports. Since,
India still does not
produce all the goods
needed and is completely
or partially dependent on
the import of many
products.

Most of the
transactions in the
international market are
done through the US
dollar. Therefore, dollars
are needed for imports,
which directly affects the
market and the production
of various goods. For

example, if an industry is
dependent on raw material
for production which is
not found in India or if an
essential product is not
available in India, then it
is imported to meet the
need of the people.

After coming to power,
the positive& convincing
speeches of the US
President have increased
the confidence of
investors in the US
market, due to which the
dollar has strengthened.
Now foreign investors
have started investing in
US by withdrawing their
investments in other
countries. Meanwhile, the
US Federal Reserve
recently hinted at bringing
changes in its benchmark
interest rate and said that

it can cut interest rates
twice in 2025. After this
announcement, the dollar
index reached 108.086,
which is the highest level
in the last two years. This
has also increased the
confidence of investors in
the dollar.

The fall in the rupee
has a direct impact on the
cost of imported goods,
which includes the raw
material or parts for the
manufacture of a product
in addition to the imported
product. For example, if
someone had to spend Rs
8300 earlier to buy a
product worth $100, then
after the rupee weakened,
he or she would have to
spend Rs 8,500.
Obviously, this will affect
both the budget and

investment of the common
man.

The dollar becoming
expensive has a direct
impact on the price of
crude oil. Since India does
not produce enough fuel
to fulfil its requirement, it
is dependent on imports
to ensure the availability
of crude oil. Therefore,
when the cost of crude oil
increases, the cost of
transportation increases,
which increases the price
of essential items,
especially food products,
which spoils everyone’s
household budget.

The cost of those who
go abroad for the purpose
of studies or tourism also
increases due to the
weakening of the rupee.
The cost of products of
businesses that are
dependent on imports
also increases and the
profitability of the
company decreases.
However, exporters will
benefit from the
weakening of the rupee.
For example, businesses
in sectors like IT, pharma,
and gems and jewellery
will benefit because their
businesses export and
they get higher prices for
their products due to the
strengthening of the
dollar.

The weakening of the
rupee also has a negative
impact on the stock
market because foreign
investors invest in the US
dollar instead of the rupee
in the hope of higher
returns and for this, they
withdraw their
investments from the
Indian market. Investors
who have invested in the
US stock market benefit.
In this context, to avoid

the ill effects of the
weakening of the rupee,
investors can reduce their
losses to some extent by
changing their portfolio.

For the past few
quarters, the performance
of the manufacturing
sector in our country has
been poor and a decline
has been recorded in
industrial production. Due
to inflation, consumer
expenditure has
decreased, as it has
reduced the purchasing
power of the people. This
is also likely to have a
negative impact on the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). In such a situation,
the weakness of the rupee
is making the situation
even more serious.

It can be said that the
benefits of weakening of
the rupee are less and the
disadvantages are more.
Therefore, to take
corrective measures in the
matter, the Reserve Bank
of India will have to make
efforts to increase the
foreign exchange
reserves, which is
certainly a challenging
task, as India is still
dependent on imports to
meet many of its needs. At
present, the possibility of
increasing political and
economic instability at the
international level cannot
be ruled out. There is also
a possibility of the Federal
Reserve cutting interest
rates in the coming
months. In such a
situation, it is being
speculated that by the
end of the last quarter of
the current financial year,
the exchange rate of rupee
against the dollar may
reach the level of Rs 86
per dollar.

Human body is the
only dimension where one
can move from darkness
to light. Tamso maa jyotir
gamaya.When you look at
the night sky, what is it
that catches your
attention first? The moon.
Why? Because it is the
brightest. Sun, moon,
stars are all gods and
goddesses and the
universe is full of them.
Some of them are in light,
them you can see. Others
are in darkness.

 When you go in deep
states of dhyan you are
able to interact with them,
and you actually see the
pits of darkness they are
in and the pain they
experience because we
got this chance, a human
body, to move from
darkness to light. They
also got a chance, but

Glow like the Sun - by Ashwini
guruji of Dhyan ashram

lived a selfish life, hence
are in darkness. Sanatan
Kriya gives you the ability
to see their dimensions.

To get a first-hand
experience of this
darkness, sit in a closed
cupboard such that not
even a ray of light can
enter.

Ask someone to lock it
from outside and lock the
room and not open it for
3-4 hours, no matter how
much you shout or bang
at the door. I

n that pitch dark where
you can barely breathe or
see your own hands,
when you get scared and
shout for help, remember
your karmas and ask
yourself how many people
have you pulled out of
darkness? Why should
you be freed from
darkness?

A similar interaction is
carried out with those
beings in darkness as one
intercepts them in dhyan.
They also shout and call
out for help.

But why do these
beings call out to you?

When you good for
people, you develop a
glow inside you. Gita says
a life led only for self-
gratification is a life of sin.
Do something good for
someone, you will start to
glow.

And the entire
brahmand can see you like
glow-worms.

The more are your
good karmas, the greater
is the glow, more are the
gods that can see you and
the more you evolve.
Because all said and done,
when you see someone in
pain, you do get at least
one thought that he/she
should be saved. And,
energy follows thought.
When you think, your
voice is heard and god
saves them.

Similarly when gods
see you glow, they also
think to do something for
you.  You are chosen by
them. Your thought
manifests for them and
their thought manifests
for you.

2024 marked a
year for India’s
youth to go big

The past decade under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership has been nothing short of a youth-
driven revolution, where dreams met opportunities and
innovation became a way of life.

From reimagining education through the
transformative New Education Policy to nearly
doubling the number of medical colleges, PM Modi
has laid the foundation for a future brimming with
possibilities. With initiatives like Start-Up India igniting
entrepreneurial spirits, Khelo India fostering a
generation of sports champions, and Digital India
equipping the youth with cutting-edge skills, the
government has not just supported young minds but
empowered them to lead. More than 1.42 crore youth
have been trained under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (PMKVY). The momentum of this
transformative decade has propelled us into 2024,
ushering in a new wave of opportunities for India’s
youth.

In 2024, Modi Government has reinforced its
commitment to empowering India’s youth by launching
forward-thinking policies and programs aimed at
fostering innovation, skill development,
entrepreneurship, and technological growth.

Some of those initiatives are as follows:
Revival of Nalanda University
The revival of the ancient Nalanda University is a

testament to Modi Government’s dedication to
preserving its rich educational heritage. The university,
once a global centre for knowledge and innovation,
was rebuilt to serve as a hub for global collaboration,
research, and cultural exchange.

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024

To address systemic issues of cheating and unfair
practices in public examinations, the government
introduced this landmark legislation. It ensures
stringent measures to prevent malpractices, including
severe penalties for offenders. The Act aims to protect
the integrity of India’s examination system, providing
a level playing field for hardworking students and
restoring public trust in education.

Vigyan Dhara scheme
Recognising the importance of science and

technology in India’s future, the Vigyan Dhara Scheme
aims to inspire and empower young minds to pursue
careers in Science and Technology. The proposed
budget for implementing this unified scheme is
?10,579.84 crore during the 15th Finance Commission
period, spanning from 2021-22 to 2025-26. The main
objective of scheme is to enhance capacity of science
and technology (S&T) to strengthen the innovation
ecosystem in the country.

PM’s package for the youth
A Rs 2 lakh crore Prime Minister’s Package has

been announced to provide a massive boost to
employment generation and skill development
initiatives. Targeted at 4.1 crore youth, the package
includes funding for upskilling programs, startup
incubation support and sector-specific training
initiatives. It aims to create opportunities in industries
such as manufacturing, IT, green energy, and
healthcare. This comprehensive package aligns with
the government’s vision of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ by
equipping youth with skills to succeed in competitive
global markets.

PM Vidyalaxmi scheme
The PM Vidyalaxmi Scheme is a ground-breaking

initiative to ensure that financial limitations do not
obstruct India’s youth from pursuing higher
education. PM Vidyalaxmi is another key initiative
stemming out of the National Education Policy, 2020,
which had recommended that financial assistance
should be made available to meritorious students
through various measures in both public and private
HEIs. Under the PM Vidyalaxmi scheme, any student
who gets admission in quality Higher Education
Institution (QHEIs) will be eligible to get collateral free,
guarantor free loan from banks and financial institutions
to cover full amount of tuition fees and other expenses
related to the course.

75,000 more medical seats
Addressing the growing demand for healthcare

professionals in India, the government has approved
the addition of 75,000 new medical seats across the
country.

This expansion covers undergraduate (MBBS) and
postgraduate medical programs, particularly in
underserved regions. By establishing new medical
colleges and upgrading existing institutions, the
government aims to improve access to medical
education, bridge the doctor-patient ratio, and enhance
India’s healthcare infrastructure. The move will create
more opportunities for aspiring doctors while
strengthening the nation’s healthcare system.

Protection of youth from drug menace
MANAS (Madak Padarth Nishedh Asuchna

Kendra) helpline was launched to assist and report
drug-related issues, contributing to Nasha Mukta
Bharat. MANAS will have a toll-free number 1933, a
web portal, a mobile app and UMANG app so that
citizens of the country can anonymously connect with
NCB (Narcotics Control Bureau) 24x7 for seeking
advice on deaddiction and rehabilitation, sharing
information on drug trafficking.

Bicycles , looms given to
displaced persons in Manipur

Imphal, Feb 23 (UNI) : Manipur government in a bid to
encourage and support the Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) seeking refuge at various relief camps, distributed
Mobility Support (Bicycles) to Internally Displaced
students and Looms with accessories to Internally
Displaced women weavers of Imphal East District on
Sunday.

In the event held at Panchayat Bhavan, DC Office
Complex, Porompat , Prashant Kumar Singh, Chief
Secretary, acknowledged the hardships faced by the IDPs,
who have been enduring the ongoing conflict for nearly
two years, with lack of basic amenities. He said that the
ongoing initiatives would be made more efficient and
transparent to provide better support for the IDPs.

He commended the officers, civil officers, staff of DC
Imphal East and police personnel for their exceptional
dedication and efforts beyond the call of duty. The Chief
Secretary also expressed admiration for the courage and
resilience of those displaced from their homes in enduring
the situation.Noting the delay of funds and assistance in
the past, he assured time delivery henceforth and all-out
support from the Government. He further wished for a safer, free
from fear and self-reliant future for the displaced. The Chief
Secretary also thanked POWERGRID and Weavers Service
Centre for their assistance through the CSR initiative.

Khumanthem Diana Devi, Deputy Commissioner,
Imphal East district, said the district currently hosts 3,500
IDPs across 17 relief camps and 400 units of pre-fabricated
houses accommodating 1,394 IDPs from 359 families. She
said that over 293 families have returned to their villages
with the improvement of law and order situation.

She further highlighted the financial assistance
provided to the IDPs under the Permanent Housing
Scheme of the Government of Manipur.

She emphasised that the event aimed to ease the
transportation costs of the students and promote
sustainable livelihoods for the IDP families.

The Deputy Commissioner hoped for restoration of
normalcy in the district and the state as a whole in the
near future, given the rigorous initiatives of the
Government under the leadership of the Chief Secretary.

Earthquake of
magnitude
3.7 hits
Mandi

Shimla, Feb 23 (UNI)
An earthquake of
magnitude 3.7 struck
Himachal Pradesh's
Mandi here on Sunday
morning, an official said.

The seismic event
occurred at 08:42 hours,
according to the
Meteorological
Department. The
epicenter was pinpointed
at a latitude of 31.48 and a
longitude of 76.95, with a
depth of 7 kilometers.

Fortunately, no loss of
life or property has been
reported following the
tremors.

 The affected area,
particularly
Sundernagar, is
recognized as a high
seismic-prone zone and
falls under Schedule 4 for
earthquake risk. The
region is approximately
150 kilometers from the
state capital.

The Mandi district,
known for its
susceptibility to seismic
activity, has experienced
similar tremors in the
past, prompting ongoing
efforts to enhance
disaster preparedness in
the region.
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Adilabad, Feb 23 :
Union Minister and
Telangana BJP President G
Kishan Reddy urged
teachers to ensure the
victory of BJP candidates
in the upcoming MLC
elections, emphasising the
significance of these polls
in shaping the future of
Telangana.

Addressing a gathering
of prominent citizens and
intellectuals in Adilabad
town on Sunday, he recalled
the district’s unwavering
support for the BJP in
previous elections. He
expressed gratitude for
their continued faith in the
party.Reddy criticised the
ruling Congress and the
then TRS governments for
their failure to fulfill
promises made to the
people. He alleged that
these parties have led
Telangana into a severe
financial crisis, burdening
the state with debts
amounting to Rs 9 lakh
crore.Despite the state’s

Union Minister Kishan Reddy urges
teachers to ensure victory of BJP

abundant natural
resources, he accused past
governments of exploiting
them for personal gains
rather than public welfare.

"The Telangana state
was formed with a surplus
budget, but due to the
misgovernance of family-
run political parties, it has
been pushed to the brink of
bankruptcy," he stated.

He highlighted the non-
implementation of six
guarantees, unresolved

issues related to
unemployment and
education, and the failure to
deliver financial benefits to
state employees, including
five pending DAs and
unfulfilled PRC
commitments.The Union
Minister criticised the
Congress government for
its lack of direction and
accused BRS of working
behind the scenes to
undermine the BJP. He
pointed out that salaries are

not being paid on time,
small contractors are
struggling with payments,
and basic infrastructure,
including electricity
supply, is suffering under
the current administration.

Kishan Reddy called for
a renewed movement in
Telangana, asserting that
only a BJP-led government
can bring about true
progress. He praised the
Modi government’s track
record, citing its success in

abrogating Article 370 in
Kashmir, empowering
Muslim women by
abolishing triple talaq, and
conducting massive
spiritual events such as
Prayagraj’s congregation of
60 crore people. "The BJP
has been running a
c o r r u p t i o n - f r e e
government for the past 11
years, focusing on
development with integrity. If
Telangana also gets a double-
engine BJP government, the
state will witness rapid
progress," he asserted.

Encouraging the
electorate to support the
BJP in the MLC elections,
he expressed confidence
that the party will secure
victories in Telangana, just
as it is poised to do in other
Congress-ruled states.
"The first step was taken
with the victory of one MP
and four MLAs from
Adilabad. Now, let’s take
the second step by
ensuring BJP’s win in the
MLC seats," he added.

Nagarkurnool, Feb 23
(UNI) :Irrigation & Civil
Supplies Minister Capt. N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy stated
that the government is
making all-out efforts to
rescue the eight workers
trapped inside the
collapsed Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel
in Nagarkurnool district.

He emphasised that the
State government, Army,
Navy, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), and other
agencies are working
together to ensure a swift
and safe rescue.
Dewatering operations
have commenced, and
oxygen is being
continuously pumped into
the tunnel to sustain the
trapped workers.

"We have reviewed the
relief operations with
representatives from the
Army, Navy, and NDRF.
The government  is
putting in all possible
efforts to save the eight
lives inside the tunnel.
Chief  Minis ter  A.
Revanth Reddy is
personally monitoring the
situation, and the entire
administration is on high
alert," Reddy said while
inspecting the rescue

SLBC tunnel rescue efforts in full swing;
Minister monitor rescue operations

operations.
The minister further

informed that both Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi spoke to the
Chief Minister and
expressed their full support
for the rescue efforts.
Rahul Gandhi personally
called the Chief Minister
today for an update, while
Prime Minister Modi

had also spoken to him
earlier, assuring all
necessary assistance.

Minister Reddy stated
that the situation at the
accident site remains
critical, with water inflow
hampering rescue
operations. Measures are
being taken to prevent
waterlogging, and
alternative solutions are
being explored to clear the
mud and debris inside the
tunnel.

"The natural rock
formations in the tunnel
became loose, causing
sudden water and mud
inflow, filling about 12-13
feet of the tunnel. This is a
highly challenging
situation, and technical
experts are working round
the clock to resolve the
crisis," he explained.

The minister mentioned
that getting heavy

machinery into the tunnel
is difficult due to the
terrain, but officials are
working on alternate
methods to remove the
debris. The Irrigation
Department, Disaster
Response Teams, and
Defense personnel are
coordinating efforts, with
oxygen being continuously
pumped inside and motors
deployed for dewatering.

Since the incident
occurred, Minister Reddy
stated that the government
has been actively engaged
in rescue efforts. He
personally rushed to the
accident site on Saturday,
held consultations with
disaster relief teams, Army
officials, and engineering
experts, and ensured the
immediate deployment of
NDRF and SDRF teams.

On Saturday night,
Uttam met Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy to review
the rescue strategy. He also
held a teleconference with
Chief Secretary Santhi
Kumari, Irrigation
Department Principal
Secretary Rahul Bojja, and
NDRF and SDRF officials to
assess progress and issue
further instructions.

The minister returned to
the site on Sunday
morning, where he

conducted a high-level
review meeting with
engineering officials and
the contracting agency
responsible for the tunnel
project.

His colleague, Minister
Jupally Krishna Rao, was
also present at the accident
site to supervise certain
rescue operations.

The minister strongly
condemned the BRS
leadership for attempting to
politicize the SLBC tunnel
incident instead of
supporting the rescue
efforts. He held the
previous BRS government
responsible for neglecting
the SLBC project for over a
decade, which, he said, may
have contributed to the
accident.

"The previous BRS
government ignored this
project for ten years, and
now they are trying to shift
the blame. It is laughable
that those who prioritized
commissions over project
execution are now pointing
fingers. Tunnel
const ruct ion a lways
carr ies  the  r isk  of
leakages,  and s imilar
incidents occurred under
BRS rule as well. Instead
of offering solutions, they
are engaging in baseless
political criticism," he stated.

Rescue
operations
underway to
save workers
trapped in SLBC
tunnel collapse

Hyderabad, Feb 23
(UNI) : A major accident
occurred at the Srisailam
Left Bank Canal (SLBC)
tunnel, prompting extensive
rescue operations to save
workers trapped inside.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
teams have reached the
tunnel boring machine
(TBM) to assist in the
rescue mission.

The accident occurred
at 0800 hours on Saturday
at the 14th kilometer of the
SLBC tunnel construction
site in Domalapenta,
Amrabad Mandal,
Nagarkurnool district. The
collapse occurred when the
tunnel roof caved in during
construction work, leading
to a blockage caused by
mud, concrete, and water
a c c u m u l a t i o n .
Approximately 1,000 cubic
meters of rocks and soil
obstructed the passage,
complicating rescue efforts.

Of the 50 workers
present in the tunnel during
the incident, 42 managed to
escape, some sustaining
injuries and receiving
treatment at Genco
Hospital. However, eight
workers, employed by
Jaypee Company, remain
trapped inside. Authorities
have confirmed that oxygen
supply is being maintained
from outside to ensure their
safety.

Rescuers, using a loco
train, reached the 11th
kilometre and proceeded
on foot to the 14th
kilometre, where they
encountered severe
obstructions. The rear
portion of the tunnel boring
machine was damaged, with
both sides buried under
mud and debris, making
access to the trapped
workers exceedingly
difficult.

Efforts are ongoing to
clear the accumulated
debris and ensure the safe
evacuation of the remaining
workers. Officials continue
to monitor the situation
closely as teams work
tirelessly to complete the
rescue operation.

Srinagar, Feb 23 (UNI) :
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Sunday inaugurated a
helicopter service for heli-
skiers and a Safri service for
tourists eager to explore the
high peaks of Gulmarg.

Speaking to the media,
the Chief Minister said the
helicopter service would
significantly boost tourism
in Gulmarg.

"Many skiers prefer
heli-skiing, even when their
favorite locations are
accessible, but they often
face challenges due to the
lack of transport to the high-
altitude starting points.
This new service will
address that issue and
enhance their experience,"
Omar said.

Omar inaugurates helicopter service
for Heli-skiers at Gulmarg

The Chief Minister said
from today not only the
Heli-skiing has started but
those visitors who are
coming for sightseeing can
avail of the helicopter
service to visit higher
peaks including Affarwat
and SunShine peak at
Gulmarg.

This time the helicopter
service was available for
the tourists throughout the
year instead of during the
winters only, he said.

“Gulmarg would be
known now not only for the
ride on the Gondola Cable
Car but also for the Heli-
skiing and helicopter safari
service for the tourist
throughout the year and it
would further boost the
tourism”, Omar said.

Regarding the Khelo
India Winter games, those
were postponed earlier
due to less snow at
Gulmarg. Omar said “We
are not in a position to
announce the dates for
the winter games yet.
There is a prediction of
snowfall for three more
days around February 26.
And after that, the experts
from the ski federation
would examine the slopes
and if they feel the snow
is sufficient for
conducting the winter
games we would
announce the dates”, he
said.

“I wish if there would be
sufficient snowfall during
the period, the games could
be held in the first week of

March”, Omar said and
added, “later the warm
weather will start and it
would be difficult to
conduct the games this
year”.

In reply to a question,
Omar said that talks are
going on with some private
investors who are ready to
invest to further improve
the skiing infrastructure at
Gulmarg.

“Talks are going on. If
we could get a satisfying
proposal which will
improve the services at
Gulmarg with the new
infrastructure we will go
ahead”, he said.Omar said
simultaneously  some
projects of Cable Car
would a lso  be
constructed in Gulmarg.

Taneira partner
with JJ Active
flags off Saree
Run in Hyd

Hyderabad, Feb 23
(UNI) : Taneira, a Tata
brand, partnered with
Bengaluru-based fitness
company JJ Active flagged
off the Saree Run here at
People’s Plaza on Sunday.

With 3,120 women
draped in stunning weaves
from across India, People’s
Plaza, transformed into a
lively celebration of color,
unity, and spirit.

A tribute to
womanhood, fitness, and
self-expression, the
Hyderabad chapter of the
Taneira Saree Run was
flagged off by Coach
Pramod from JJ Active.

The Taneira Saree Run
celebrates the saree’s
adaptability deeply rooted
in tradition yet evolving
with the modern woman.

With successful
editions in cities like
Bangalore, Ahmedabad,
and Chennai, it unites
women through shared
stories of strength
transforming the saree into
a powerful thread that
connects tradition with
progress.Speaking about
the event, Ambuj Narayan,
CEO Taneira said “The
saree, a symbol of grace and
resilience, continues to
empower women as they
embrace both their heritage
and individuality. In
partnership with JJ Active,
we’re showing how the
saree fits seamlessly into
today’s active lifestyles. Set
in the lively city of Hyderabad,
this event highlights the power
of community, promoting
women’s health, and
inclusivity, and It provides a
supportive platform for
women to share inspiring
stories, motivate each other,
and overcome challenges
together”Pramod said,
“The Taneira Saree Run is
a unique initiative designed
to empower women to
prioritize their fitness in a
comfortable and
e n c o u r a g i n g
environment. It provides
a platform for them to
share inspiring stories of
resilience, support one
another, and celebrate their
journey toward better health.
The women of Hyderabad
have shown remarkable
enthusiasm, as seen in the
tremendous response to
last year’s inaugural Taneira
Saree Run.

IN THE COURT OF THE SENIOR CIVIL JUDGE &
JMFC AT BASAVAKALYAN

M.V.C. No. 366/2022

Claimant : P. SHRUTHI 
V/s

Respondents : A. VENKATANNA AND OTHERS

Sub: Petition Under Section 166 of MV Act.

To,
The Respondent,
1. A.Venkatann S/o A. Anjanappa, Age: Major.

Occu: Private Service and owner of Bajaj Discover
motorcycle bearing Reg. No. TS-09/EA-2160,
R/o  H.No. 8-2-269/15-526/A Indira Nagar,
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad- 500033.

2. Banda Ramu @ Ramulu S/o Linganna,
Age: 35 years, Occ: Ridor of Bajaj Discover
motorcycle bearing Reg. No. TS-09/EA-2160,
R/o  Room No. 9, Block No. 17 phase-1 Indiramma
Colony, Nizampet, KHPB, N/o Nagardoddi village,
Dharoor Mandal, Gadwal, Ph. 8121904566.

Whereas the claimants through Sri. G.S.Kurkote,
Advocate Basavakalyan had filed a claim petition
U/Sec. 166 of M.V.Act before the Hon'ble court for grant
of compensation in view of accidental injuries sustained
by the claimant in motor vehicle accident. That, in the
above case the claimant has filed the claim petition
against the respondents No.1 and 2 the Hon'ble Court
has issued the notice to the respondent No.1 and 2
through RPAD several times but the respondents No.1
& 2 are intentionally avoiding the court notices and
RPAD notices, so this Hon'ble Court was pleased to
issue order to the effect that service of summons notice
etc., be served upon the Respondents No.1 & 2 as
mentioned below by way of substitute services by
paper publication.

Therefore, you are hereby notice to appear before
this Hon'ble Court on 28-03-2025 at 11.00 a.m. either
personally or through pleader duly instructed to give
answer for such claim failing which the matter will be
determined in your absence according to law.

Given under my hand and seal of the court, this the
21st day of January, 2025

(By Order of the Court)

Sd/-
Chief Ministerial Officer,

Senior Civil Judge & JMFC Court,
Basavakalyan.

No shortage of urea,
farmers should not
worry: Minister

Hyderabad, Feb 23 (UNI) : Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao said that there is no shortage of
urea in the state and farmers should not worry.

He held a teleconference with agricultural officials on
Sunday and said that another 81,800 metric tons of urea
will arrive in the state this week. In the last Yasangi, farmers
purchased 6.9 lakh metric tons of urea by February 20, but
this time they purchased 8.80 lakh metric tons, while last
year they purchased 1.99 lakh metric tons in February,
and this year they purchased 2.59 lakh metric tons in
February 20.

While 8.54 lakh metric tons of urea was supposed to
come from the central government, the state has received
only 6.81 lakh metric tons. We are in constant contact
with the centre and explain the situation from time to time.
Although 1.60 lakh metric tons of urea was sent less than
the amount allocated to the state, the state government is
taking steps to ensure that there is no problem anywhere
by supplying it to all districts as per the requirement with
the 3.08 lakh metric tons that it had kept at the Mark Fed in
advance.

He said that our officials have already met the central
officials and that he has directly written to the relevant
ministers requesting them to supply the fertilizers allocated
to our state immediately.

The BJP leaders of the state also said that it would be
better if they stopped criticizing this matter and did their
best to supply the fertilizers allocated to our state
immediately.

Given the increased area and consumption, it would
be better if they took their share of responsibility and
supported the efforts of the state government, keeping in
mind the well-being of the farmers. He said that the state
government officials who have already gone to Delhi have
requested the immediate supply of the urea allocated to
the state.The minister said that compared to the area of
salad crops in the last Yasangi, this time due to the
abundance of water resources and groundwater, there has
been an increase of 5 to 10 percent in the area of paddy
and maize crops, and the use of urea has also been
increased by 1.9 lakh metric tons compared to the past.

However, the state government has been reviewing
the situation since the beginning of the harvest season
and has taken steps to make adequate urea stocks
available to farmers across the state. If there is a delay in
the arrival of vessels or railway wagons in any district, it
is immediately shifted from neighboring districts.

The state currently has 1.29 lakh metric tons of urea
stocks, and 3 rakes on February 22, 7 rakes on February
23, 4 rakes on February 24, 7 rakes on February 25, 4 rakes on
February 26, 5 rakes on February 27, and 4 rakes on February 28,
totaling 81,800 metric tons will arrive this week, he said. The
Minister directed the officials to ensure that farmers do not
face any difficulties in the supply of urea and to take strict
action against anyone who artificially creates a shortage
or sells it at high prices, according to an official statement.

Prince Aditya
Varma to attend
celebration of
Coast Guard
Raising Day

Thiruvananthapuram,
Feb 23 (UNI) : Prince
Avittam Thirunal Aditya
Varma of erstwhile
Travancore Royal Family
will be the chief guest at the
49th Raising Day of the
Coast Guard here on
Sunday.

As part of the month-
long celebrations of the 49th
Raising Day of the Coast
Guard, a Cycle Expedition,
consisting of 20 cyclists
from the Indian Coast
Guard, will culminate at
Vizhinjam after covering
1860 kms.

The Cycle rally themed
`Surakshit Tat’, started from
Daman (UT) on February 2,
2025 and successfully
covered the states of
Maharashtra, Goa and
Karnataka. Representatives
from Army, Air Force and
NCC will also attend the
event on Sunday evening.
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Patna, Feb 23 (UNI) :
Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Chaudhari
on Sunday said that the
state government would
simplify the lease policy of
land for Makhana farming
so that those associated
with this sector could get
its maximum benefits.

Chaudhary while
addressing a function
organised at Makhana
Research Centre in
Darbhanga, said that Bihar
was the producer of 85
percent of total Makhana

Lease policy of land for
Makhana farming will be
simplified: Chaudhary

production in the country.
A historic decision taken by
the Narendra Modi
government to constitute
Makhana Board would
further help in increasing
Makhana farming in Bihar,
he added.

The Deputy Chief
Minister said that the
quality and quantity of
Makhana would also get a
further boost after the
constitution of the
Makhana board in Bihar.
Several suggestions had
been received by the state

government to simplify the
lease policy of land for
Makhana farming, he
added.

" State government is
seriously thinking of
simplification of lease
policy of land for Makhana
farming and a decision in
this connection would be
taken soon ", Chaudhary
said adding that fish
farming was also being
promoted. All grievances
relating to fish farmers
would also be addressed as
well, he stated.

Cong to hold
AICC session in
Ahmedabad on
April 8-9

New Delhi, Feb 23 (UNI)
: The Congress will hold a
two-day AICC session in
Gujarat's Ahmedabad which
will be presided over by party
president Mallikarjun
Kharge.According to a
statement issued by party
general secretary K C
Venugopal on Sunday,
"AICC delegates will
deliberate on the challenges
posed by the anti-people
policies and the relentless
attack on the Constitution
and its values by the BJP,
while charting the party's
future course of action."

The meeting will be
attended by Congress
Parliamentary Party chief
Sonia Gandhi, Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, Chief
Ministers of Congress-
ruled states and national
and senior party leaders.

Venugopal stated that
this session is being
convened as a continuation
of the resolutions adopted
at the Belagavi extended
CWC meeting, which
commemorated the 100th
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi's presidency at the
1924 INC session.

He said that the session
will commence on April
eight with an extended
Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting,
followed by the AICC
Delegates' meeting on April
nine.The statement added,
"The upcoming session will
serve not only as a platform
for crucial deliberations but
also as a reaffirmation of the
Congress party's collective
resolve to address the
concerns of the common
people and present a strong
alternative vision for the nation."

Cong to hold
AICC session in
Ahmedabad on
April 8-9

New Delhi, Feb 23
(UNI) : The Congress will
hold a two-day AICC
session in Gujarat's
Ahmedabad which will be
presided over by party
president Mallikarjun
Kharge.

According to a
statement issued by party
general secretary K C
Venugopal on Sunday,
"AICC delegates will
deliberate on the
challenges posed by the
anti-people policies and
the relentless attack on
the Constitution and its
values by the BJP, while
charting the party's future
course of action."

The meeting will be
attended by Congress
Parliamentary Party chief
Sonia Gandhi, Leader of
Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi,
Chief Ministers of
Congress-ruled states and
national and senior party
leaders.

Venugopal stated that
this session is being
convened as a
continuation of the
resolutions adopted at the
Belagavi extended CWC
meeting, which
commemorated the 100th
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi's presidency at the
1924 INC session.

He said that the
session will commence on
April eight with an
extended Congress
Working Committee
(CWC) meeting, followed
by the AICC Delegates'
meeting on April nine

Etawah (UP), Feb 23
(UNI) : Samajwadi Party
(SP) president Akhilesh
Yadav on Sunday alleged
that Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath is
misleading the public by
constantly lying and
hurting religious
sentiments.

While talking to
reporters after attending
the ceremony, Akhilesh
raised several questions
related to Kumbh and
accused the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
government of a big scam.

He said that CM Yogi is
claiming that this Maha
Kumbh is happening after
144 years, whereas this is
not mentioned in any
scripture.

He said, "According to
the scriptures, Kumbh
takes place in Prayagraj
every 12 years and Maha
Kumbh does not happen
every 144 years, but after
every 12th Kumbh that is
in the 144th year."

The SP chief targeted
the Yogi government and
said that if the Maha
Kumbh was actually being
organised after 144 years,
then why did the
government not mention it
in the budget session?

"It is clearly written in
the budget session
documents that Kumbh is
organised every 12 years.
This means that the
government is serving lies
to the public," he said.

He said, "The CM is
also claiming that UP has
received economic benefits
of about Rs 3.5 lakh crore
from this event. If this is
true, then this amount
should also be recorded in
the GST data. The
government should make its
complete details public, so
that the public can know the

Yogi govt telling lies after lies
about Kumbh: Akhilesh Yadav

reality. The government
has claimed to have spent
about Rs 15,000 crore for
the Prayagraj Kumbh, but
the reality is telling
something else."

He said, "Devotees are
facing problems due to
mismanagement and chaos.
Chaos and negligence
prevail everywhere. This
makes it clear that there has
been large-scale corruption
in this event."

He said that when there
will be a proper
investigation, then the real
scam will be revealed.

Akhilesh raised the
question that the CM had
claimed that arrangements
for 100 crore people have
been made for the Kumbh,
but the ground reality is
telling something else.

"If arrangements had
really been made for such a
large number of people,
then why are there constant
reports of chaos and
troubles of devotees?," he
said.He said that the BJP
government has failed on
every front in organising
the Maha Kumbh.

"Devotees are facing
huge difficulties in reaching
Prayagraj. The number of
trains and buses is
insufficient. The condition
of the roads remains
dilapidated. The
government, which claims
to clean the Ganga, has
failed to provide clean
water at Sangam," he said.

The SP chief said that a
dispute has come to the
fore between the Central
and State Pollution Control
Boards.

"Many people died in
the stampede, but the
government is unable to
even tell the correct figures.

No help was given to the
families of the dead and the
injured. Many accidents

occurred during the
movement of devotees, in
which many people lost
their lives. But the BJP
government did not help
any of the affected
families," he said.

He said that the BJP
calls its government a
double engine, but it is
actually a double blunder
government. He said that
there has been a scam in the
Maha Kumbh, in which
government money has
been misused on a large
scale.

He said, "The entire
budget was cleared in the
name of cleaning the
Ganga. The money that
came to fill the potholes on
the roads was lost to
corruption. The BJP
government has turned the
Maha Kumbh into an arena
for corruption instead of a
religious event."

Akhilesh said that if the
BJP talks about 'One
Nation, One Election', then
it should conduct elections
in UP in a single phase and
at least adopt the electoral
standards of its friendly
countries.He said that the
BJP government is not only
incompetent, but also
corrupt and dishonest.

He said that when the
SP was in power, Kumbh
was also held, but then the
arrangements were better
and the devotees did not
face any kind of trouble. He
said that the public is fed
up with the false promises
and corruption of the BJP
government.

The SP chief said, "The
public will teach this
government a lesson in the
assembly elections to be
held in 2027. The SP will
continue to raise the voice
of the people and keep
exposing the failures of the
BJP government."

J&K Forest
Department to
plant 1.5 cr
saplings to
mitigate climate
change

Srinagar, Feb 23 (UNI)
Aiming to improve the
region's green cover and
mitigate climate change, the
Jammu and Kashmir Forest
Department has unveiled
an ambitious plan to plant
1.5 crore saplings upto
March end this financial
year, officials said.

Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests S.K.
Gupta, announced the
initiative during a plantation
drive at Ompora city forest
on Sunday.

Addressing recent
concerns over increased
forest fires, PCCF attributed
the incidents to a
prolonged dry spell. He
said that swift action by
forest officials had
prevented significant
damage.

The department is also
taking steps to strengthen
its workforce by referring
vacancies to the SSRB
(Service Selection
Recruitment board) for
recruitment, he stated.

In a move to support
local farmers and expand
tree cover outside
designated forest areas, the
Social Forestry Department
distributed male poplar
clones.

PCCF highlighted the
importance of integrating
modern techniques into
nursery management ,
re leas ing a  pamphlet
prepared by DFO
Budgam to guide best
practices.

While underlining that
community involvement
is crucial to protect and
expand our forests, PCCF
urged res idents  to
par t ic ipate  in  the
plantation drives.

Whether statehood was
another Jumla: J&K
Cong chief asks BJP

Jammu, Feb 23 (UNI) Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh
Congress Committee President Tariq Hameed Karra on
Sunday asked the BJP to explain whether the commitment
to restore statehood of the present Union Territory was
another "Jumla" of the Narendra Modi government.

Addressing a Congress workers' convention at Muthi,
Karra questioned the local BJP for its stand over the
continued neglect of the most popular demand of people
of the entire Jammu and Kashmir by the centre
government. He also wondered if it was it like several
other jumlas of the Modi government, which were never
fulfilled.Asserting that Congress would not rest till the
central government fulfills the commitment of statehood,
made on the floor of parliament, before the Supreme Court
and also the people of J&K, during the recent assembly
elections.

"Most surprising is the total silence of the local BJP
unit and the party's MLAs after getting a huge mandate
from the people. Is it not a continued deceit of the centre
over the most fundamental demand of the general public
and the right of people?" he asked.

Karra said people are suffering in the absence of
powers with the elected government and various sections
like unemployed youth, daily wagers, contractual, ad-hoc,
consolidated temporary and NHM employees, Anganwadi
workers, asha workers, are awaiting justice from the
government.

He said Dogras are worst hit and most hurt by the loss
of identity, status, dignity and the rights to protect their
land, jobs and natural resources, which are being looted
and taken over by influential outsiders.

The convention was organised by DCC Rural under
the leadership of Thakur Hari Singh Chib and attended by
senior party leaders.

Karra said that Congress has a history of sacrifices
before and after independence as its two prime ministers
gave their lives while the BJP has a legacy of the
"Mafinama" party.

"Our ideology and the nation's Constitution is based
on unity in diversity while BJP believes in division and
communalism for vote bank politics," said Karra.

Addressing the gathering, Congress leader Tara Chand
talked of the role of his party in uniting people and
uplifting the downtrodden and said as a result the Dalits
occupied prime positions in the government and services.

Prayagraj, Feb 23
(UNI) Taking Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath's vision of
'Swachh Maha Kumbh' to
new heights, a massive
cleanliness campaign will
be launched on Monday
in Prayagraj where over
15,000 sanitation workers
will conduct a
synchronized cleanliness
drive across four different
zones.

This historic effort
aims to set a Guinness
World Record for
cleanliness. Under CM
Yogi's leadership, Maha
Kumbh is setting new
benchmarks in cleanliness
every day. The grand
religious gathering has
been dedicated to
maintaining high hygiene
standards, earning it the
title of 'Swachh Maha

Maha Kumbh to
attempt global
cleanliness
record  on Feb 24

Kumbh'.
It may be noted that a

previous world record
attempt for cleaning the
Ganga River was also
made during Maha
Kumbh, where over 300
sanitation workers carried
out a coordinated river-
cleaning drive at various
ghats of Prayagraj.

Besides, two more
world record attempts
related to cleanliness are
in the pipeline.As per the
scheduled programme, the
mega cleanliness
campaign will start at 12
pm on Monday, with
thousands of sanitation
workers participating
across four designated
zones, including Helipad
Parking, Bharadwaj Ghat,
Old GT Road and
Harishchandra Ghat and
Chakramadhav Ghat.

Devotees from WB
take dip in Sangam

Prayagraj, Feb 23 (UNI) Amidst chants of 'Jai Shri Ram',
2,000 devotees from West Bengal joined the spiritual
fervour by taking a holy dip in Sangam, the confluence of
Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati, during Maha Kumbh on
Sunday.Contrary to recent remarks by West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on Maha Kumbh, devotees from
her state displayed immense enthusiasm for the Triveni
Snan. A massive contingent of 2,000 devotees from
Asansol arrived in 40 buses, eager to immerse themselves
in the holy confluence.The devotees participated in the
sacred ritual alongside revered saints, culminating in a
collective chanting of Lord Ram's name.

Swami Dilip Das Tyagi, a prominent saint from Ayodhya
and president of Raghuvansh Sankalp Seva, said that this
devoted group had travelled from West Bengal to be part
of the grand event.

Krishna Prasad, president of the organising committee,
emphasised the profound significance of this pilgrimage
and said that preparations had been underway for months.

"The Maha Kumbh is the world's largest cultural
gathering, and we were all eager to witness its
magnificence," he said.

He said, "No other Chief Minister in the country has
orchestrated a Mahakumbh of such scale and success as
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath. Inspired by his efforts,
many devotees from West Bengal flocked to Prayagraj to
witness the world’s largest spiritual gathering firsthand."

Special 'yagyas and 'havans' were conducted during
their visit, drawing participation from devotees across
various states, including West Bengal.

West Bengal devotees also offered prayers to Maa
Ganga for their ancestors.Despite West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee's recent remarks about the Maha Kumbh,
the enthusiasm among the people of her state for this
sacred event remained unwavering.

Devotees expressed their deep spiritual commitment
and said, "When 60 crore people are coming to Prayagraj
for the holy dip, why should we stay behind?"

Arms laid in Manipur,
one nabbed

Imphal, Feb 23 (UNI) : Arms and ammunition were
surrendered at the office of SP, Thoubal, Imphal East, and
Imphal West on Sunday. Police said a militant was also
nabbed while arms were recovered and two bunkers
constructed by Kuki militants were destroyed.

Police said at SP Office Thoubal District people
surrendered SMG Carbine with Magazine, Tear Gas Guns,
Sniper Rifles, Double Barrel Gun, Single Barrel Gun, .38
mm Pistol, Mortar Shells, improvised IEDs, and Hand
Grenades.

At SP Imphal East District one AK 56 Rifle with
magazine, 2.3.01x7.62 mm MAS Series Bolt Action sniper
rifle with magazine and 303 Rifle with magazine were
surrendered. At SP Office Imphal West a 9 mm Carbine
was surrendered.

Search operations and area domination were conducted
by security forces in the fringe and vulnerable areas of hill
and valley Districts. One .303 Rifle with one Magazine,
three Single Barrel (Country made), one high trajectory
modified 81 mm Mortar (Pumpi), IED and other war materials
were seized at Langza Churachandpur District.

Security Force arrested an active member of the outfit
KCP (Noyon) from Imphal East District. Two illegal bunkers
at Chingmang and L. Champhai village under Leimakhong-
PS, Kangpokpi District were also destroyed.

Shivraj asks
scientists to
develop
thornless seeds
of fox nut

Darbhanga/ Patna , Feb.
23 (UNI) : Union
Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chauhan
directed the authorities and
the scientists as well as
researchers to develop
thornless seeds of fox nut
(Makhana) and said that
the centre was considering
providing the same
benefits as farmers to those
farming by taking land on
lease.

After taking the details
of the technical know-how
of Makhana cultivation
from the farmers for which
Chauhan himself stepped
into the pond during his
tour to Fox nut (Makhana)
Research Centre in
Darbhanga, the Union
Minister asked the
authorities to work
extensively for developing
thornless seeds of Fox nut.

Describing Makhana as
a superfood full of
Nutrition was not easy to
cultivate and the farmers
had to face lots of pain
while cultivating it. Their
suffering can be
experienced only after
coming to Bihar, he added.

Chauhan announced
initiating steps for
increasing the productivity
of Makhana per hectare,
slashing its production
cost, overcoming the
hurdles in its production
and providing adequate
prices to the farmers for
their cultivated Makhana.

He also spoke about the
problems of the farmers
doing agricultural activities
and taking lands on lease
and admitted that such
farmers were not getting the
benefits of the schemes
introduced by the Centre for
the Peasants. He said the
centre was considering that
those who do farming by
taking land on lease should
also get the same benefits
as farmers.Chauhan said he
was not just running the
department under the
leadership of the Prime Minister
but was going deep into the
situation to solve the
problems of the farmers.
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