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In this image posted by @PMOIndia via X, Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
during a meeting, in New Delhi on Saturday.

Amit Shah
criticises
Rahul Gandhi

Pune, Feb 22 (UNI)
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday made a
frontal attack on Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi,
accusing him of making a
mockery of the central
government's Jan Dhan
scheme.

Speaking at a programme
held for distribution of
approval letters and the first
installment to 20 lakh houses
under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana in the presence
of Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, Deputy Chief
Ministers Ajit Pawar and
Eknath Shinde here, he said
that when the BJP
government had launched
the Jan Dhan scheme that
provided a platform for
universal access to banking
facilities with at least one
basic banking account for
every household, Rahul
Baba had questioned the
scheme and alleged that the
money of people in such
accounts has been siphoned
off."But, today, money was
deposited in 10 lakh people's
accounts at once on a single
day. This is Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's miracle,"
taunted Shah.

He said that the dream of
citizens of owning a house
is being fulfilled.Providing a
house, electricity and food
grains to everyone in the
country is Prime Minister
Modi's concept of
developed India, he said.

Not a single political
leader in the country has
done the work of providing
houses and foodgrains to 60
lakh people in a decade, said
the Home Minister while
addressing the gathering.

Shah praised the
Mahayuti government in
Maharashtra, saying it has
also done good works. "Big
works are going on in many
areas," he added. CM Fadnavis
also spoke on occasion.

MSRTC suspends
bus service to
neighbouring
Karnataka state

Kolhapur, Feb 22 (UNI)
:  State Road Transport
(MSRTC) has suspended
its bus service from
Kolhapur to
neighbouring Karnataka
state this morning for
assaulting a Marathi bus
conductor for not
speaking Kannada.

Workers of Kannada
Rakshak Vedika (KRV)
stopped a state transport
bus at Chitradurga, which
was on its way to
Kolhapur, and asked the
conductor, Bhaskar
Jadhav, whether he
spoke Kannada; as he
said no, he was
assaulted by KRV workers
with smear black colour on
his face on ST bus.

MSRTC sources said all
ST buses going from the
Kolhapur depot have been
suspended to Karnataka
state following the tense
situation in the
neighbouring Belgaum
district nearby with the
state border following an
advisory by state police.

Mumbai, Feb 22 (UNI) :
Senior Congress leader
Sachin Pilot said on
Saturday that the Congress
party has a roadmap and
aims to strengthen the
organisation this year by
reaching out to the people.

Speaking at a media
event here on constant
losses faced by the
Congress party in last two
national elections, he said,
“Winning or losing is for
everyone in a party, but the
responsibility of winning
and losing ultimately lies
with leadership of the
organisation. No member of
the Gandhi family has

Congress party aims to strengthen
organisation in 2025, says Sachin Pilot

become a Prime Minister,
Chief Minister or any other
minister in the last 35 years.
They are committed to work
for the nation and the party.”

"We are in opposition for
the last 11 years. I think we
need to, and we must work
to increase our vote share.
For that, the party needs to
do an outreach and cannot
wait for the people to get
tired (of the BJP) and come
to us. We, leaders and party
workers, need to go to them.
We are working on it," he
said at the ABP Network's
'Ideas of India Summit 2025'.

Speaking about
outcomes of electoral

politics, Pilot said, “Today’s
opposition is tomorrow’s
government. At the national
level, Congress is the only
party that can compete and
defeat the BJP. In 2004,
Vajpayee ji came up with the
slogan of 'India Shining'.
Then, people gave the
verdict in the favour of
Congress.”

He also denied
allegations that the Grand
Old Party does not
accommodate its allies,
while also appearing to
blame the Aam Aadmi Party
for the results in the Haryana
election.

Reflecting upon the role

of people and institutions in
the democracy, Pilot said,
“Voting is not the only
responsibility of people in a
democracy. It has to be a
participatory democracy,
where democratic
institutions have to remain
strong.”

Speaking about why
many leaders from
opposition and Congress
are joining BJP, the
Congress leader remarked,
“The current government is
misusing central
institutions. Around 95
percent of ED raids have
been against the political
leaders of opposition.”

Young woman
gangraped in
Thane, 2
arrested

Mumbai, Feb 22
(UNI) : Police have
arrested two of six
people who allegedly
gangraped a 22-year-
oldwoman in
neighbouring Thane
city, police said on
Saturday.

According to police,
the incident occurred
early on Thursday when
the woman, who was
sleeping at her aunt’s
place, got a call from her
younger brother who
asked her to come to
their house as he was
unwell.

While victim was on
the way, the accused
persons gangraped her.

Later, the woman
lodged a complaint and
based on close circuit
TV camera footage, a
case was registered.

F u r t h e r
investigation is on,
sources added.

 Music director
Pritam
Chakraborty's
office boy
arrested for
stealing Rs 40
lakh cash

Mumbai, Feb 22
(UNI) The city police on
Saturday arrested
musician Pritam
Chakraborty's office boy
in a case of alleged theft
of Rs 40 lakh from the
music director's office.

The accused,
identified as Ashish
Bootiram Sayal, was
arrested from Jammu and
Kashmir by the Malad
Police.

Police have
recovered 95 percent of
the stolen cash while he
had purchased a new
mobile phone and other
electronic items from
stolen money, which
was also recovered
while the accused was
arrested.Sayal (32) had
been working as an office
boy at Pritam
Chakraborty's studio for
over nine years.A
complaint was earlier filed
at Malad police station
after a staff member
working for him allegedly
made off with Rs 40 lakh
from his office. The incident
was reported by the
composer’s manager, who
alerted authorities as
soon as the theft was
discovered.

According to
reports, the theft
occurred on February
four at Pritam
Chakraborty’s music
studio, Unimus Record
Pvt Ltd, located in
Goregaon area of city.

A representative
from a production house
had delivered a bag
containing Rs 40 lakh in
cash to the composer’s
manager, Vineet Chedda.

Maha Kumbh grand
confluence of nature,
environment &
human progress

Prayagraj, Feb 22 (UNI) The Global Kumbh Summit,
hosted within the Maha Kumbh Mela premises, has united
intellectuals from across the world, fostering dialogues
aimed at the collective welfare of humanity.

French author and former UN parliamentarian Herve
Juvin shared his profound thoughts on Maha Kumbh.

He emphasised that this grand gathering significantly
contributes to nature, air, water and space, as well as human
values and the protection of the earth.

Another French tourist, Dominique, described her
experience of Maha Kumbh as a moment of cosmic
harmony, calling it unforgettable.Mohan Vilas Das, a
representative of Govardhan Eco Village, stressed that the
world can learn valuable lessons from Sanatan Dharma,
particularly in tackling environmental challenges and

Maha Kumbh plays a vital role in this direction.
Invited to Maha Kumbh by the India Foundation,

French author and former UN parliamentarian
Herve Juvin, who is also the president of the

International Localist Movement, highlighted the deep
connection between humanity and nature.

He said that air, water, space and the natural environment
teaches how to live a better life and Maha Kumbh is a
reflection of this philosophy.

He emphasised that every moment at this grand
gathering is special and its positivity should resonate
worldwide. He said that discussions at Maha Kumbh focus
on vital aspects of humanity, including development,
progress and sustainability.Juvin said that environmental
conservation is also a key focus.

He stressed that life should be lived with joy, and
nothing brings greater happiness than the beauty of nature.
To experience true fulfillment, humanity must reconnect
with nature and take active steps to support and protect it.

French tourist Dominique described attending Maha
Kumbh as the greatest moment of her life, calling it an
extraordinary, unimaginable and unparalleled experience.
Absorbing the essence of cosmic harmony, she found the
event to be a profound realisation.

New Delhi, Feb 22 (UNI)
After the US President
Donald Trump said that the
USAID gave $21 million 'to
my friend Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in India for
voter turnout' in India, the
Congress on Saturday
launched a fresh attack on
the PM and demanded a
'white paper' on the issue.

Addressing a press
conference here, party
spokesperson Pawan Khera
said, “PM Modi must talk to
his friend, US President
Trump and strongly refute
the allegation on him that
America was about to give
$21 million to him and India
for increasing voter
turnout”.

While demanding a
comprehensive white paper
on the funds, Khera asked,
“Did Narendra Modi take 21
million dollars to influence
elections and increase voter
turnout or not?”

Khera said that no matter
how much foreign funds
Narendra Modi brings, he
will not be able to weaken
the democracy of India.

He said that there was no
record of a Consortium for
Elections and Political
Process strengthening
(CEPPS) program matching

Cong demands 'white
paper' on '$21m
USAID fund for voter
turnout in India

DOGE’s description in India.
CEPPS did have a $21 million
USAID contract — not for
India, but for neighbouring
Bangladesh.

“If the money went to
Bangladesh, how can Modi
Government be blissfully
unaware of this funding in
our neighbourhood? Does it
not speak volumes about its
neighbourhood policy?”
Khera asked.

Alleging that nearly a
quarter of the money has
been received in the last four
years, the Congress
spokesperson said that the
USAID disbursed $650
million to India or 23 percent
between US FY2021 and US
FY2024. Why and for what
purposes did Modi
Government receive $650
million between FY21 and
FY24?

“Was it working on the
US Gov e r n m e n t ’s
a g e n d a ?  We  h a v e
already given instances
how the USAID started
t h e  C a s h l e s s  I n d i a
c a m p a i g n  i n  O c t o b e r
2016, a month before the
demonetisation disaster was
announced by PM Modi.
Even Modi ji’s much hyped
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has
a USAID stamp,” he alleged.

CM hands over cheque worth Rs
1 cr to the family of Shaheed ....

Condoling the death of Punjab police constable
Harshveer Singh who attained martyrdom in line of
duty a few days back, Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Saturday handed over cheque worth Rs one crore
to the family of martyr as a mark of respect for his
supreme sacrifice for country.

India thrash Ireland 4-0 in FIH
Pro League

India delivered an emphatic performance to secure
a 4-0 victory over Ireland in the ongoing FIH Hockey
Pro League 2024-25 (Men) at the Kalinga Hockey
Stadium here on Saturday.

Mexican president warns of
harsh penalties for foreign spies

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum warned
Friday that any foreign national conducting security-
related activities without authorisation will face severe
penalties and immediate imprisonment.

Minister meets MNS president
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde's close

cabinet colleague, Uday Samant, met Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief Raj Thackeray here on
Saturday. Speaking to reporters after the meeting,
Samant clarified that this was a goodwill meeting and
there was no reason to draw political implications
from it.In fact, this meeting is considered important
in view of upcoming municipal elections in the state.
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Earthmovers demolish illegal encroachments along a road during an anti-encroachment drive by Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC), in Ahmedabad, Gujarat on Saturday.

Nashik, Feb 22 (UNI) : A
46-year-old woman died
and 20 others were injured
in an accident on the
Mumbai-Agra National
Highway in Chandwad
taluka, Mumbai.

The accident occurred
at Rahud ghat involved
seven to eight vehicles on
the Mumbai-Agra National
Highway in Chandwad on
Friday at around 10 pm.
Rahud Ghat is located
between Chandwad and
Malegaon on the highway.

According to police, the
brakes of a goods vehicle
failed on the downhill road
of the Rahud ghat. This
goods vehicle overturned
three vehicles and crashed
multiple vehicles.

Chandwad Tehsildar
Mandar Kulkarni informed
that the accident took place
at the ghat on Friday. The
impact of the speeding
goods vehicle was so
strong that other vehicles
were literally crushed to
pieces.The deceased
woman, identified as Usha

1 killed, 20 injured
in Nashik accident

Deore (46, Malegaon), died
on the spot in this accident.
While 20 others from
different vehicles were
injured.As soon as the
information about the
accident was received, the
police rushed to the spot.
The injured were sent to the
rural hospital of Chandwad.
After primary treatment,
some were taken to private
hospitals in Malegaon and
elsewhere.Due to the
accident, traffic on both
sides of the highway was
disturbed for two hours.
Eyewitnesses are
estimating that the accident
occurred due to the brake
failure of the goods vehicle
on the slope of the ghat.
The goods vehicle,
including the Eco and Swift
cars, suffered major
damage.Police called the
crane and ambulance. The
injured person was
admitted to Malegaon and
Chandwad hospitals.After
two hours, the traffic on
both sides was released step
by step, the sources said.

Couple, their son die in
road accident in Sangli

Sangli, Feb 22 (UNI) A couple and their son were killed
on the spot in a road accident after a speeding car rammed
their motorcycle at Bhose village in Miraj tehsil of the
district on Saturday.According to sources in Miraj Rural
Police, the couple, residents of Dharashiv who were
working as labourers at a sugar factory in the district, was
on way to Dharashiv with their son on a motorcycle at
end of sugarcane crushing season.

Near Bhose village on Ratnagiri-Nagpur highway, a
speeding car hit their motorcycle, who fell down on the
road and died on the spot due to grievous injury.

The deceased have been identified as Suresh Shinde,
his wife Sanjana and their son Dnyaneshwar.

Pico Iyer
elucidates on
importance of
stillness in
human lives

Mumbai, Feb 22 (UNI) :
Elaborating on importance
of stillness in human lives,
Pico Iyer, celebrated Indian
author, journalist and travel
writer, said that humanity’s
last frontier is really its first
frontier which is what kind
of invisible clarity and calm
can humans find to make
peace with AI (artificial
intelligence) and other
accelerating technologies.

Speaking at fourth
edition of ABP Network's
Ideas of India 2025 in city,
he highlighted, “This is an
idea of India, and it is also
an idea from India, because
for millennia it is India
which has been telling the
rest of the world how much
we gain by sitting still.”

While recounting his
life in a Catholic hermitage
after his family home in
California was burned down
in a fire incident, he said,
“The very night I lost
everything when my house
burned down, I realised I
still had the most important
things. I also realised I do
not need 90 percent of
things I accumulated; I can
live more minimally.
”Responding to the impact of
AI in modern lives, the writer
said, “My sense is that as long
as we can keep surprising
ourselves, we will be ahead of
AI.”Referring to
observations from His
Holiness the Dalai Lama,
Pico Iyer remarked, “We
can use the most modern
technologies by bringing to
them the most ancient
principles and values."

Major fire in
Mumbai
building

Mumbai, Feb 22 (UNI)
A massive fire broke out in
a six-storey residential
building at Marine Lines in
South Mumbai on
Saturday, officials said.

However, there were no
casualties in this incident.

According to sources
in the Fire Brigade, the fire
broke out at 1226 pm in a
flat of about 2,000 square
feet at Marine Chambers
and it was confined to
electric wiring and electric
installations, in which
wooden furniture,
important documents, false
ceiling, rubber tube of
household gas cylinder,
mattresses, sofa set, other
household articles, etc.,
were destroyed.

People who were
stranded on upper floors
due to smoke were safely
rescued by firemen through
the staircase.The fire was
eventually extinguished at
1411 pm, sources added.

Minister meets
MNS president

Mumbai, Feb 22 (UNI) :
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde's close
cabinet colleague, Uday
Samant, met Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
chief Raj Thackeray here on
Saturday.

Speaking to reporters
after the meeting, Samant
clarified that this was a
goodwill meeting and there
was no reason to draw
political implications from
it.In fact, this meeting is
considered important in
view of upcoming municipal
elections in the state.

Mumbai, Feb 22 (UNI)
Paper leaks during
examinations in India
could be a bigger scam
than the Commonwealth
Games, said Faizal Khan
popularly, popularly
known as Khan Sir, a
renowned educator and
founder of Khan Global
Studies, during a summit
here on Saturday.

In his keynote address
on ‘The 21st Century
Indian - Learning to
Survive’ on the growing
issue of paper leaks
during ABP Network’s
Ideas of India 2025, he
pointed to flaws in the

Paper leaks bigger scam than
Commonwealth Games: educator

education system
particularly in medical
college fees, stating,
“Government colleges
charge minimal fees,
making education
accessible. But private
institutions demand such
high fees that students
prefer buying leaked exam
papers instead of
spending lakhs on tuition.
Education is so expensive
in India that students are
flying abroad.”

He called for a
transparent and
streamlined examination
system.He also
highlighted the limitation

of individual efforts,
saying, “One person
alone cannot change a
nation of 140 crores.
Change must begin within
us.”He reiterated that his
fight is not against
politics but about
addressing real issues by
actually ensuring that
students are prepared not
just for exams, but for life
itself.“Every student must
learn a skill, regardless of
their course, to build a
stable future,” he
highlighted the need for
practical education,
systemic reforms and skill
development to prepare

the youth for real-world
challenges.

Khan further said that
education must go
beyond academics, urging
students to focus on
employability.

“We should acquire a
new skill every year - be it
driving or anything
useful. The right skill set
makes a person
employable,” he said.
Highlighting the
shortcomings of edtech
companies, he added,
“These platforms offer
features, but education
needs both teachers and
features.”

Mumbai, Feb 22 (UNI)
Bezwada Wilson, Ramon
Magsaysay Awardee and
national convener of Safai
Karmachari Andolan, on
Saturday highlighted the
problem of manual
scavenging due to its life-
threatening nature of work
and advocated the need of
a proper sanitation system.

Speaking in a session
titled ‘The Humanitarian
Touch - Creating a Kinder
Universe' at ABP Network's
Ideas of India 2025 event,
Wilson stated that,
“Manual scavenging is
toxic and life-threatening.
Just building toilets is not
enough, how can we leave
people to clean our waste?

Bezwada Wilson highlights problem
of manual scavenging

Even after independence,
we have not fully
transformed a single city.
India still lacks a proper
sanitation system. We
cannot allow humans to
clean human excreta.”

“Women in villages still
manually clean fecal matter
from toilets and septic
tanks. Twelve people have
already died since the
beginning of 2025 because
of this,” he added.

Satyajit Bhatkal, chief
executive officer of Paani
Foundation, said, “We
created Satyamev Jayate to
drive change, not for views.
Over 24 episodes, we made
an impact, which led us to
focus on water

conservation. When the
show ended, we dedicated
ourselves to tackling water
pollution and uniting
villages.”When asked if
films mirror society and can
they bring change, Bhatkal
responded, “Movies can
create awareness, but real
change needs government
action and public
participation. We are all
polluters. Our job is not just
to clean up—it is to stop
polluting in the first place.”

Ramveer Tanwar,
P o n d M a n ,
environmentalist and
Brand Ambassador of
GNN, said, “Village ponds,
once clean and essential,
are now polluted beyond

use. We used to swim in
them—today, they are
dumping grounds. If this
continues, future
generations will only see
them as garbage pits. We
must minimise waste to
reduce water pollution
since we lack the
infrastructure to manage it
once it is out. Superstition
can be both an obstacle
and an advantage. Many
sadhus dump offerings into
ponds, polluting them. But
if we turn beliefs into a force
for good—by creating
stories that inspire action—
we can unite people to
clean and restore these water
bodies. 'Kooda ghar tak rahe,
jitna kam ho utna behtar’.”

Two from Pune drown in
sea off Sindhudurg

Kolhapur / Sindhudurg, Feb 22 (UNI) Two from
a group of five tourists from Pune died by
drowning in Arabian sea off Tarkarli coast in
Malvan tehsil of Sindhudurg district of
Maharashtra on Saturday.

According to sources in Malvan police, a
group of five tourists from Pune ventured into
sea at Tarkarli in Malvan, where two drowned as
they failed to fathom the depth of the water.

Of the remaining three, one is in a serious
condition and admitted to a hospital in Malvan
while two others were rescued by fishermen and
other people.

The Malvan Police have yet to ascertain
identity of the deceased and injured tourists.

Gujarat Police arrest youth
Latur, Feb 22 (UNI) A team of Gujarat Police

arrested a youth from Latur district of
Maharashtra on Saturday for allegedly
posting objectionable videos of women.The
close circuit TV cameras of some hospitals in
Gujarat were allegedly hacked and
objectionable videos of women were posted
on social media.

Acting on this, the Gujarat Cyber Police
started an investigation and found its direct
links to Latur of Maharashtra. A team of Gujarat
Police reached Latur and arrested accused
with help of local police.
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Rise of Robotic-Assisted
GI Surgery in Healthcare

Dr. Neeraj Chaudhary, Director - Robotic and
Laparoscopic, GI-HPB Surgery and Oncology,

Yatharth Hospital, Greater Noida

(Standard Post Bureau)
In recent years, robotic-

assisted surgery has been
making significant strides
in India, particularly in the
field of gastrointestinal (GI)
surgery. With the rising
burden of GI diseases,
including colorectal cancer,
gastric cancer, and complex
hepatobiliary conditions,
robotic technology is
emerging as a
transformative force,
offering precision,
minimally invasive
procedures, and faster
recovery times for patients.

Growing Adoption of
Robotic Surgery

The adoption of
robotic-assisted surgery in
gastrointestinal (GI)
procedures has seen a
significant rise globally.
Between 2012 and 2022, the
utilization of robotic
surgery in general surgical
procedures increased from
1.8% to 17%. This growth
is driven by the
advantages of robotic
systems, such as enhanced

precision, reduced
postoperative pain, and
quicker recovery times. In
2020, approximately 1.24
million robotic-assisted
surgeries were performed
worldwide.

In India, the adoption of
robotic surgery in GI
procedures is also on the
rise. The increasing
availability of advanced
medical technologies and
the growing expertise of
surgeons in robotic
systems are contributing to
this trend. Patients in India
are becoming more aware of
the benefits of minimally
invasive procedures,
leading to a higher demand
for robotic-assisted
surgeries. As healthcare
infrastructure continues to
improve, it is anticipated
that the adoption of robotic
surgery in GI procedures
will further expand.

Advantages of Robotic
GI Surgery

The benefits of robotic-
assisted GI surgery extend
beyond just precision.

Traditional open surgeries
often require large
incisions, leading to
prolonged recovery
periods and an increased
risk of infections. In
contrast, robotic surgery
enables minimally invasive
procedures, significantly
reducing postoperative

pain and scarring. Patients
experience lower risks of
complications and
infections, allowing for a
smoother recovery process.

Additionally, the
advanced precision of
robotic systems ensures
improved outcomes in
complex procedures,

particularly in cancer
surgeries. The ability to
perform delicate
movements with enhanced
visualization aids in better
tumor removal and precise
lymph node dissection. As
a result, patients benefit
from faster discharge,
quicker return to daily
activities, and overall
improved surgical success
rates.

E x p a n d i n g
Accessibility Beyond
Metro Cities

While robotic GI
surgery is gaining
momentum in urban India,
challenges remain in
expanding this technology
to tier-2 and tier-3 cities.
High initial costs and the
need for trained specialists
have limited its widespread
availability. However, efforts
are being made to make robotic
surgery more accessible
through training programs,
collaborations, and cost-
effective robotic systems.

Government and private
healthcare providers are

also exploring ways to
subsidize robotic
procedures, making them
affordable for a larger
segment of the population.
Additionally, as more
surgeons receive
specialized robotic training,
the reach of this advanced
surgical technique is
expected to grow
significantly in the coming
years.

Future of Robotic GI
Surgery

The future of robotic-
assisted GI surgery looks
promising, with
advancements such as AI-
integrated robotic systems,
telesurgery, and
indigenous robotic
platforms on the horizon.
As the technology
becomes more cost-
effective and widely
available, more hospitals
are expected to integrate
robotic surgery into their
practice, ensuring that
patients receive world-
class treatment with
minimal discomfort.

Not Just an Ambulance... A Lifesaver for Newborns!

SP Vikrant Patil Inaugurates
Neonatal ICU Ambulance

(Standard Post Bureau)
 District SP Vikrant Patil

emphasized that in cases
where critically ill
newborns need to be
transferred to a larger
hospital, the lack of proper
ambulance facilities has
been a major challenge.
However, with the launch of
an advanced neonatal
ambulance by KIMS Cuddles,
this issue is now addressed.
He inaugurated the state-of-
the-art neonatal ambulance
services at KIMS Cuddles
Hospital in Kurnool on
Friday.

Speaking on the
occasion, SP Patil stated
that this special ambulance,
the first of its kind in
Rayalaseema, will allow the

necessary medical care
even while being
transferred. He commended
the doctors, staff, and
management of KIMS
Cuddles for introducing
such a vital service.

Advanced Life Support
for Newborns

Speaking at the event,
Consultant Neonatologist
Dr. H.A. Naveed explained
that some newborns face
severe health
complications at birth. In
such cases, regardless of
how remote the location is,
this ambulance can ensure
their safe transport while
providing critical medical
care. He highlighted that
the ambulance is equipped
with a high-tech incubator,
ventilator, oxygen support,
and even emergency
medication facilities. He

been introduced in
Rayalaseema.

KIMS Hospital Chief
Operating Officer, Dr. Sunil
Sepuri, shared that KIMS
Hospital in Kurnool
consistently introduces
advanced medical facilities
to serve the people better.
As part of this initiative,
they have launched this
cutting-edge neonatal
ambulance, which will be a
boon for the people of
Rayalaseema. He assured
that parents of critically ill
newborns will no longer
have to worry about
transportation difficulties.
Dr. Sunil  further explained
that preterm babies often
face severe health
challenges, making it
crucial to transfer them to
specialized hospitals. With
this ambulance now

safe transport of critically
ill newborns from any
remote location.

Equipped with an
incubator and advanced
medical facilities, it ensures
that newborns receive the

noted that previously, only
portable ventilator-
equipped ambulances were
available for adults, but this
is the first time such
comprehensive neonatal
transport services have

available, parents can rest
assured about their baby’s
safety.

The service will also
benefit for pregnant women
and children in need of
emergency medical care.

Rahul Gandhi's
Mayawati critique
a calculated
strategy for UP
chessboard

It was quite interesting to see how BSP chief
Mayawati trashed Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in
one hard-hitting statement, advising him not to point
fingers at others but to look into his own self.

Mayawati has always been upfront and ready to
whack anyone she finds questioning her political
position. After all, she is the patron of Bahujan Samaj
politics in the country and knows how to go about it.

The BSP chief has not been as aggressive in
election campaigning as the others, especially, the
BJP, Congress or Samajwadi Party yet she has her
style of making her presence felt. Her party has not
been doing well for the past several elections, whether
the Lok Sabha or the state Assembly polls, and in
particular, Uttar Pradesh.

Her party's lack of aggression has, no doubt, been
baffling. The results have been discouraging since
2012 creating the feeling that she may have lost the
plot. In 2007, the party had a majority in the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly, winning 206 out of 403 seats. In
the 2012 Assembly elections, it won only 80 seats,
and in 2017, it fell to just 19. However, the worst was
in the 2022 elections when the party won only one
seat. At the national level, the BSP won 21 Lok Sabha
seats in 2009 but failed to get any in 2014. After its
alliance with the Samajwadi Party in 2019, it won 10
seats. And in the 2024, Lok Sabha election, it failed to
secure a single seat after going solo.

BSP's dismal performance in the elections has left
her followers perplexed. Her electoral base has
gradually shifted to other parties.

It is this shifted vote base that Rahul Gandhi
appears to be targeting. What he said in his address
to Dalit youths in Rae Bareli, where he was visiting a
few days ago, was a clear-cut message to the
community. His words were carefully worded to
impress the Dalits, especially the youths, to stir the
thought that Mayawati was not serious about
electoral fights.

The Congress leader posed questions to a group
of Dalit students: "Behenji aaj kal chunaav theek se
kyun nahi lad rahi (Why is Mayawati not fighting
polls properly these days)"… "Hum chahte the Behenji
BJP ke virodh main hamare saath lade magar Mayawati
ji kisi na kisi karan nahi ladi. Hume toh kaafi dukh laga
kyunki agar teeno party ek ho jaati toh BJP chunav
kabhi nahi jeetti (We wanted Behenji to fight with us
against BJP… Mayawati ji did not fight for some
reason or the other. I felt very sad because if the three
parties (including Samajwadi Party) had united, BJP
would never have won the election)".

Mayawati reacted sharply, saying that Congress
was the B-team of BJP and had a casteist attitude
towards her party. In a post on her X handle in Hindi
(loosely translated as): "In the states where Congress
is strong or where it has governments, there is
animosity and casteist attitude towards BSP and its
followers, but in a state like UP where Congress is
weak, there is deceptive talk of alliance with BSP, if
this is not the double standard of that party then what
is it?"

Her dismissal of Rahul Gandhi's statement was
swift and intense but there is no denying the fact that
BSP's successive setbacks have created a vacuum in
Dalit politics.

 And, several new faces and various parties are
trying to create a bloc out of them.

In the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. BSP failed, but
Bhim Army chief Chandrashekhar Azad clinched
victory in Uttar Pradesh's Nagina Lok Sabha seat in
2024, securing over 51 per cent of the vote share.

This win has indicated that there is space for the
Dalit-centric electoral politics and if Mayawati is
lacking for some reasons, there are others ready to
dive in.

So, when Rahul Gandhi made the comments on
Mayawati and BSP, the target was clear – the over 21
per cent Dalit population in Uttar Pradesh. The
Congress, which has made the Muslim community
the main plank in its electoral battle against the BJP, is
now seeking the Dalit community ahead of the 2027
Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh.

Rahul Gandhi strategically started the campaign
by creating clear-cut doubts among the Dalits and
other Backward Classes about the "intentions" of
Mayawati in not contesting against the BJP.

With this, the Congress leader hopes to bring the
grand old party's traditional SC vote bank back to it.
At the same time, this is also a subtle message to
Akhilesh Yadav's SP that the Congress doors are open
to other tie-ups also.

While Gandhi may have started his political move
to woo Dalits, Mayawati has cautioned the community
against what she claims is a biased and discriminatory
attitude of the grand old party.

She has said that whenever the BSP has contested
elections in UP and other states in alliance with
Congress, her party's base vote has been transferred
to them but the same has not been reciprocated.

PM Modi to visit MP,
Bihar and Assam
from Feb 23 to 25

New Delhi, Feb 22 (UNI) Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will visit Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Assam from February
23 to 25 and participate in various programs in these states
and lay foundation stones and inaugurate several
projects.

On Sunday, he will travel to Chhatarpur District in
Madhya Pradesh and will lay the foundation stone of
Bageshwar Dham Medical and Science Research Institute
in Garha village of Chhatarpur district.

Ensuring better healthcare services for people from all
walks of life, the Cancer hospital, worth over Rs 200 crore
will offer free treatment to underprivileged cancer patients
and will be equipped with state-of-the-art machines and
have specialist doctors, an official statement said on
Saturday.

On 24th February, the Prime Minister will inaugurate
the Global Investors Summit 2025 in Bhopal. Serving as
an important platform to establish Madhya Pradesh as a
global investment hub, the GIS will include departmental
summits; specialized sessions on pharma and medical
devices, transport and logistics, industry, skill
development, tourism and MSMEs among others. It will
also include international sessions like the Global South
countries conference, Latin America and Caribbean
session and special sessions for key partner countries.

Three major industrial exhibitions will be held during
the Summit. The Auto Show will showcase the state’s
automotive capabilities and future mobility solutions. The
Textile and Fashion Expo will highlight the state's expertise
in both traditional and modern textile manufacturing. The
"One District-One Product" (ODOP) Village will showcase
the state's unique craftsmanship and cultural heritage.

Representatives from over 60 countries, officials from
various international organizations, over 300 prominent
Industry leaders from India and policymakers among
others will participate in the Summit.

Thereafter, Modi will travel to Bhagalpur in Bihar and
release the 19th installment of PM Kisan scheme.Over 9.7
crore farmers across the country will receive direct financial
benefits amounting to more than Rs 21,500 crore.

The PM will inaugurate the Centre of Excellence for
Indigenous Breeds in Motihari, built under the Rashtriya
Gokul Mission. Its major objectives include introduction
of cutting edge IVF technology, production of elite animals
of indigenous breeds for further propagation, and training
of farmers and professionals in modern reproductive
technology.He will also inaugurate the Milk Product Plant
in Barauni that aims to create an organized market for
three lakh milk producers.In line with his commitment to
boost connectivity and infrastructure, Modi will also
dedicate to the nation the doubling of Warisaliganj –
Nawada – Tilaiya rail section worth over Rs 526 crore and
Ismailpur - Rafiganj Road Over Bridge.

On 25th February, the Prime Minister will inaugurate
the Advantage Assam 2.0 Investment and Infrastructure
Summit 2025 in Guwahati.

He will attend the Jhumoir Binandini (Mega Jhumoir)
2025, a spectacular cultural extravaganza with 8,000
performers participating in the Jhumoir dance, a folk dance
of Assam Tea Tribe and Adivasi Communities. The Mega
Jhumoir event symbolises 200 years of the tea industry,
and also 200 years of industrialisation in Assam.

Chandigarh, Feb 22 (UNI) Haryana Transport Minister
Anil Vij said that to facilitate devotees attending the
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, the state Transport department
had operated a total of 595 buses from all districts till
February 21, with all buses running to full capacity.

The Transport department has recorded an average
receipt of Rs 43.85 per kilometer under this arrangement.

Vij mentioned that the Transport department had

Haryana operated 595 buses to Prayagraj
decided to introduce bus services due to increasing number
of devotees travelling to the Mahakumbh. As a result, the
operation of buses was initiated, he said.He highlighted
that each bus had an occupancy rate of around 80-85
percent, and the Transport department was earning an
average of Rs 43.85 per kilometre.The introduction of bus
services from Haryana has greatly benefited devotees
travelling to and from the Mahakumbh.
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong during a meeting, in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

Jerusalem, Feb 22
(UNI) : The body of Israeli
hostage Shiri Bibas, which
was handed over to Israel
on Friday night by Hamas
via the International
Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) in Gaza, was
confirmed by forensic
analysis, Israel's state-
owned Kan TV News and
other leading media
outlets reported on
Saturday.After being
handed over to the Israel
Defence Forces, the body
was transferred to the
National Institute of
Forensic Medicine based
in Tel Aviv, where the

Body of hostage Shiri Bibas returned
Friday confirmed by Israel

identification was
made.Bibas's remains were
supposed to be returned
to Israel on Thursday,
along with the bodies of
her two children and
another hostage, 83-year-
old Oded Lifshitz, as part
of an arrangement under a
three-phase ceasefire-
hostage deal between
Israel and Hamas, which
took effect on Jan. 19.

However, forensic
analysis showed the
remains returned were not
hers. In the developments
afterwards, a senior
Hamas official, speaking
on condition of

anonymity, explained that
the mix-up occurred due
to the chaos caused by
Israeli airstrikes, which led
to the misidentification of
the remains."It was an
unintentional mistake," he
said.Earlier on Friday
before the final delivery of
the remains of Bibas,
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
that Israel will seek
revenge against Hamas
over its failure to hand
over Bibas's body.

"We will ensure that
Hamas pays the full price
for this cruel and evil
violation of the

agreement," he said.
The four dead Israeli

hostages were among the
about 250 hostages
abducted to Gaza during a
Hamas attack on southern
Israel on Oct. 7, 2023.

Hamas is expected to
release six living hostages
on Saturday in exchange
for hundreds more
Palestinians detained by
Israel as part of the
ceasefire deal.The release
of the remaining living
hostages in Gaza is expected
to take place during the
second phase of the
ceasefire deal, which still
needs to be negotiated.

Lebanese
president urges
U.S. support for
army, calls for
Israeli
withdrawal

Beirut, Feb 22 (UNI)
Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun on Friday called on
the United States to
continue supporting the
Lebanese army with
equipment and resources
to help it carry out its
national security duties,
particularly in southern
Lebanon.

During a meeting with a
U.S. congressional
delegation led by
congressman Darrell Issa in
Beirut, Aoun also urged
Washington to pressure
Israel to complete its
withdrawal from five
remaining points it still
occupies in southern
Lebanon, according to a
statement released by
Lebanon's presidency.

Issa congratulated
Aoun on his election and
reaffirmed Washington's
commitment to supporting
Lebanon across various
sectors, adding that he
would work with the U.S.
administration and
congress to meet
Lebanon's demand for a full
Israeli pullout, said the
statement.After the
meeting, Issa told reporters
that their discussions had
covered both long-term and
short-term challenges
facing Lebanon, including
strengthening governance,
fostering economic
recovery, and implementing
UN Security Council
Resolution 1701.

Regarding Israel's
continued presence in five
locations in southern
Lebanon, Issa
acknowledged that while
significant progress had
been made, further steps
were needed. He cited
ongoing security
challenges, including
dismantling weapons
stockpiles and
underground tunnels, as
obstacles require additional
time. However, he
expressed confidence that
full compliance with
Resolution 1701 would
eventually be achieved.

He reaffirmed that the
U.S. and the United Nations
will hold all parties
accountable for compliance
with the resolution.

Issa also expressed
confidence that the U.S.
military support for
Lebanon would continue,
such as additional military
training and equipment
from the U.S. and regional
allies such as Jordan.

Hamas hands
over body of
Shiri Bibas to
ICRC: Sr official

Gaza, Feb 22 (UNI) Al-
Qassam Brigades, the
armed wing of Hamas,
handed over the body of
Shiri Bibas, an Israeli
hostage, to the
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) on
Friday, according to a
senior Hamas official, after
Israeli authorities
determined that a body
returned by Hamas on
Thursday was not her.

The official, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
explained that the mix-up
occurred due to the chaos
caused by Israeli airstrikes,
which led to the
misidentification of
remains.

"It was an unintentional
mistake, as the body of
Shiri was mixed with others
due to Israeli attacks on the
area where it was located,"
he said.On Thursday, al-
Qassam transferred the
remains of four Israeli
hostages -- presumably
Shiri Bibas, her two sons,
Ariel and Kfir, as well as
retired journalist Oded
Lifshitz -- back to Israel
through the ICRC.The four
hostages were abducted to
Gaza during a Hamas-led
attack on southern Israel
on Oct. 7, 2023.hhowever,
later on Thursday, after
conducting forensic
analysis on the four bodies,
Israeli authorities announ-
ced that the body initially
believed to be Shiri Bibas
did not match her DNA.

Iraqi forces destroy 25 IS sites
Baghdad, Feb 22 (UNI) The Iraqi military said on

Friday that its forces had destroyed 25 sites used by
Islamic State (IS) militants in a mountainous area in
northern Iraq.

Forces from Iraq's Counter-Terrorism Service carried
out an operation in the Makhmour area, some 100 km
southeast of Nineveh's provincial capital, Mosul, and
destroyed 18 IS hideouts and seven tunnels, according
to a statement from the Security Media Cell, a media
outlet affiliated with the Iraqi Joint Operations
Command.The forces also found human remains, as
well as explosive devices, ammunition, two drones, a
motorcycle, and other logistical materials, the
statement said, without giving further details
about the human remains.While Iraq declared
victory over the IS in 2017, remnants of the group
continue to carry out attacks against security forces and
civilians in urban areas, deserts, and remote regions.

Court rules against suspension of
nuclear plant operations in
southwestern Japan

Tokyo, Feb 22 (UNI) : A Japanese court on Friday
rejected a request of thousands of residents to suspend
operations of two reactors at a nuclear power plant in
Kagoshima prefecture in southwestern Japan, local
media reported.

The Sendai nuclear power plant, operated by
Kyushu Electric Power Co., is located near a number of
active volcanoes and an active fault but the Kagoshima
District Court said there was no specific risk of a severe
accident caused by a natural disaster, Kyodo News
reported.

In the lawsuit, plaintiffs totalling around 3,000
claimed a catastrophic volcanic eruption or an
earthquake could hit No. 1 and No. 2 reactors at the
power complex, currently online.

The plaintiffs were set to appeal the ruling to a
higher court, according to their lawyers, the report said.

The court's decision came as the central government
on Monday unveiled a new energy plan that said
nuclear power will account for about 20 percent of
Japan's total energy output in fiscal 2040, which requires
the country to reboot nearly all of more than 30 reactors
nationwide, despite safety concerns raised by the
Fukushima nuclear crisis triggered by a massive
earthquake and tsunami in 2011.

In 2014, No. 1 and No. 2 units at the Sendai complex,
both around 40 years old, became the first in Japan to
pass stricter safety regulations drawn up after the
Fukushima nuclear disaster and restarted the following
year.A series of lawsuits have been filed against the
Sendai reactors. In 2019, the Fukuoka District Court
dismissed a request by residents to nullify the
regulator's permission for installing the reactors, while
the Kagoshima District Court rejected an injunction
request to halt the units in 2015, according to Kyodo News.

U.S. company to launch another lunar
mission to deliver NASA science

Los Angeles, Feb 22 (UNI) : U.S. company Intuitive
Machines is set to launch its second lunar mission
later this month to deliver NASA science to the lunar
surface, NASA said on Friday.

The mission, codenamed IM-2, will lift off on a
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from NASA's Kennedy Space
Centre in Florida no earlier than Wednesday, Feb. 26.

After the launch, Intuitive Machines' lunar lander,
Athena, will spend approximately one week in transit
to the moon before landing on the lunar surface no
earlier than Thursday, March 6.

The lander will carry NASA science investigations
and technology demonstrations to further
understanding of the moon's environment and help
prepare for future human missions to the lunar surface,
according to NASA.

Launching as a rideshare with the IM-2 delivery,
NASA's Lunar Trailblazer spacecraft also will begin its
journey to lunar orbit, where it will map the distribution
of the different forms of water on the moon.

U.S. close to signing minerals
deal with Ukraine: Trump

Washington, Feb 22 (UNI) : U.S. President Donald
Trump said Friday that Washington was nearing a deal
requiring Kiev to hand over 50 percent of its rare earth
minerals as the payoff of U.S. aid during Ukraine's
conflict with Russia.

"We're signing an agreement, hopefully in the next
fairly short period of time," Trump told reporters in the
Oval Office when asked about a deal for Ukraine's
minerals.

In a video address, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said, "Ukrainian and U.S. teams are working
on a draft agreement between our governments. This
agreement can add value to our relations -- what matters
most is getting the details right to ensure it truly works."

"I look forward to just results," the Ukrainian leader
said.

Trump, whose administration bypassed Ukraine to
hold direct talks with the Russian side in pursuit of
ending the three-year conflict, has craved Ukraine's
rare earth deposits, which are crucial raw materials for
certain high-tech products.

He has also criticised the former Joe Biden
administration for providing too much aid to Ukraine
but getting nothing in return.

Speaking on Wednesday of the Trump
administration's initial proposal demanding a share of
Ukrainian minerals without committing to providing a
security guarantee for Ukraine, Zelensky said, "That's
not a serious conversation. I can't sell our state."

Ottawa/New Delhi, Feb
22 (UNI) Canada’s Indian-
origin former MP Ruby
Dhal la  has  been
disqualified by Prime
Minis ter  Jus t in
Trudeau's Liberal Party
for running for the top
posi t ion.  Her  ouster
came amid quest ions
about campaign finances
and possible allegations
of foreign interference,
which Dhal la  has
strongly denied.

Dhalla described the
party’s decision as
"shocking and deeply
disappointing".

The Liberal Leadership
Vote Committee
unanimously made the
decision following “an
extensive process and
review, including
interviews, questionnaires,
and an opportunity for Dr.
Dhalla to directly address
the committees.”The

Canadian Indian-origin ex-MP Ruby Dhalla
disqualified from Liberal Party leadership race

committee, in a joint sitting
with the Leadership
Expense Committee, said
that Dhalla “was in breach
of 10 violations of the
National Leadership Rules,
Leadership Vote Rules, and
the Leadership Expense
Rules.”“The violations
include concerns about
alleged violations of the
Canada Elections Act,
certain other election
finance matters, non-
disclosure of material facts,
and inaccurate financial
reporting,” they added.

Dhalla told CTV News
that she learnt of her
disqualification from
“watching the news,”
adding that as someone
running for the leadership
race and to be the next
prime minister, “the party
would have had the
courtesy to inform me
directly, instead of having
me learn about this from

media reports.”She termed
the allegations against her
as “fictitious” and “false",
and the disqualification as
an effort by the Liberal
Party to keep her off the
debate stage and ballot in
order to “complete the
coronation” for former
Bank of Canada governor
Mark Carney to become the
party’s leader.

“I was the only outsider
in the race that was
speaking about
progressive policies that I
believe are the need of the
hour in our country,” Dhalla
said. “It is very evident that
the party did not like that,
and they did not want me
to bring those progressive
policies to the debate stage
in Montreal.”

Following the
announcement, she posted
to social media saying the
decision was
“ d i s a p p o i n t i n g , ”

considering it was “leaked
to the media.”

“I have just been
informed by the Liberal
Party of Canada that I have
been disqualified from the
leadership race. This
decision is both shocking
and deeply disappointing,
especially since it was
leaked to the media," she
said in a post on X.

During her campaign,
she vowed to take on US
President Donald Trump,
saying as a
businesswoman, she is
best suited to negotiate
with him.She also promised
a “stronger military,
stronger borders,” and that
Canada will “end
involvement in foreign
wars,” if she becomes prime
minister.The Liberals will
choose their successor to
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau on March 9.The
four remaining leadership

candidates – former central
banker Mark Carney, ex-
finance minister Chrystia
Freeland, former House
leader Karina Gould and ex-
MP Frank Baylis – face off
in separate French and
English debates on
Monday and Tuesday.

In January, another
Indian-origin Canadian
Liberal MP Chandra Arya
was barred from running for
the leadership. The party
did not say why Arya was
disqualified, but pointed to
Liberal Party rules that say
candidates can be banned
owing to “public
statements, past improper
conduct, a lack of
commitment to democracy,
or other reputational or legal
jeopardy.”On January 6,
Justin Trudeau announced
he will resign as Liberal
party leader and prime
minister once a new one is
chosen in a leadership race.

Mexican president warns of harsh
penalties for foreign spies

Mexico City, Feb 22 (UNI) Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum warned Friday that any foreign national
conducting security-related activities without
authorisation will face severe penalties and immediate
imprisonment.

"Any foreigner engaging in activities outside the
framework of collaboration, coordination and the National
Security Law will receive the harshest possible penalty if
detained," Sheinbaum said at a press conference.

"We are protecting Mexico," she said, reiterating that
the U.S. designation of Mexican drug cartels as terrorist
organisations should not serve as a "pretext for
intervention in Mexico."

On Thursday, Sheinbaum introduced two
constitutional reform proposals aimed at strengthening
national security and sovereignty. The move came after
the U.S. government added six Mexican drug cartels to its
list of terrorist organisations, expanding its authority to
target them.

The proposed reforms, which must be approved by
Congress, would amend Articles 19 and 40 of the
Const i tu t ion to  prevent  any form of  foreign
interference in Mexico and to impose the maximum
penalty on any foreign national engaging in unlawful
activities within the country.

Ankara, Feb 22 (UNI)
Heavy snowfall continues
to affect many regions of
Turkiye, prompting the
Turkish State
Meteorological Service to
issue orange-coded
warnings on Friday for
eight provinces and
yellow-coded warnings
for six others.

According to the latest
forecasts, snowfall is
expected Friday in the
coastal areas of the
central and eastern Black
Sea, eastern and
southeastern Anatolia, as
well as Istanbul and its
surrounding regions, the
service said in a
statement. The snowfall is
predicted to continue on

Turkiye issues weather
warnings for 14 provinces

Saturday.The provinces of
Yalova, Kocaeli, Sakarya,
Duzce, Zonguldak,
Kastamonu, Sinop, and
Bartin have been placed
under an orange
warning, while Istanbul
and five other
provinces have received
a yellow warning.

In Turkiye, an
orange-coded
meteorological warning
indicates a dangerous
situation, while a
yellow-coded warning
signals potential
danger. Authorities
have urged caution
against potential
disruptions in
transportation and icy
conditions.

Strong winds, reaching
speeds of up to 60
kilometers per hour, are
expected to impact the
Marmara region, the
coastal Aegean, the inland
areas of the
Mediterranean, and the
southern parts of central
Anatolia, said the
statement.

There is also a risk of
avalanches in steep and
sloped areas in eastern
Anatolia and the interior
parts of the eastern Black
Sea region.

Nationwide,
temperatures remain
below seasonal norms and
are expected to drop an
additional two to four
degrees Celsius, it said.

Landmine blast
kills 1 in S.
Afghanistan

Lashkar Gah,
Afghanistan, Feb 22 (UNI)
At least one person was
killed as a landmine left over
from past wars went off in
south Afghanistan's
Helmand province on
Saturday, a local official
said.The deadly accident
took place on a road in
Gereshk district early
Saturday morning when the
old landmine exploded on a
tractor, killing the driver on
the spot, provincial police
spokesman Ezatullah
Haqqani said.

Afghanistan is
reportedly one of the most
landmine-contaminated
countries in the world, with
dozens of people, mostly
children, being killed and
maimed every month.
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From left, India’s Arshdeep Singh, Harshit Rana, Ravindra Jadeja and KL Rahul during a practice session ahead of a
One Day International (ODI) cricket match of the ICC Champions Trophy between India and Pakistan, at Dubai
International Cricket Stadium, in Dubai, UAE.

India clinch 1-0
victory against
Germany in FIH
Hockey Pro League

Bhubaneswar, Feb 22 (UNI) : It was redemption for the
Indian Women’s Hockey Team as they defeated Germany
1-0 in the ongoing FIH Hockey Pro League 2024/25
(Women) clash at the Kalinga Stadium here on Saturday.

Deepika (12’) was the sole goal scorer, ensuring India
climbed to the seventh spot on the points table.

India started the first quarter with a disciplined
defensive setup and a proactive high press, matching
Germany’s early dominance in possession with attacking
intent. In the 12th minute, the hosts won a penalty corner,
their best opportunity of the period.

Deepika made no mistake, driving her shot into the
back of the net with precision to give India the lead.
Moments later, Vaishnavi Phalke nearly set up Sunelita
Toppo for a deft deflection, but the effort fell short.

The second quarter delivered end-to-end action, with
India eager to build on their advantage. Germany found
themselves pinned in their own half for the first five
minutes, with forward Sophia Schwabe closely marked by
the Indian defense. Deepika’s sublime form continued as
she sliced through German team with a silky run, weaving
her way to the edge of the circle before threading a pass
to Sharmila Devi in the 25th minute. However, Sharmila
could only direct her shot into the pads of goalkeeper
Finja Starck.

On the counter, Germany’s Yara Mandel won the
visitors a penalty corner in the 26th minute, but Indian
Goalkeeper Savita Punia gloved away Lena Micheel’s low
driven shot to keep the scoreline at 1-0.

India remained on the prowl after halftime, immediately
earning a penalty corner through Navneet Kaur in the
31st minute. Deepika stepped up once again, unleashing
a powerful strike, but the German defense held firm to
deny her a second goal.

India were firmly in control of the game, despite
Germany holding the lion’s share of possession in

the third quarter. A lack of urgency from Germany
limited their shots on goal before Germany won two
consecutive penalty corners in the 38th minute, but the
scoreline remained unchanged.

India were steadfast in their defensive endeavours in
the final quarter. An early penalty corner for Germany was
derailed as Stine Kurz’s strike was courageously closed
down by Sunelita Toppo.In the 47th minute, Schwabe let
go of a venomous shot from close, but Goalkeeper Bichu
Devi dropped down to deny her, Lisa Nolte fired on
the rebound, bur Devi’s reflexes ensured a second
save in quick succession.In the dying embers of the
match, Germany moved forward cautiously, stringing
a series of passes in search of a breakthrough but the
equaliser evaded them as they could not pierce the Indian
defence. India will be in action again when they take on
Netherlands on February 25 at the Kalinga Stadium here.

UP Warriorz
win as Chinelle,
Harris shine

Bengaluru, Feb 22
(UNI) : A scintillating
knock from Chinelle Henry
and a match-winning hat-
trick by Grace Harris
powered UP Warriorz
Women to their maiden
victory in the ongoing
Women’s Premier League
(WPL), as they secured a
commanding 33-run win
over Delhi Capitals at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium
here on Saturday.

After being put in to
bat, UP found themselves
in a precarious position at
89/6. However, West
Indian allrounder Chinelle
turned the tide in their
favour with a blistering 62
off just 23 balls, equalling
the fastest fifty in WPL
history in just 18
deliveries. Her innings,
studded with eight sixes,
powered UP to a
competitive total of 177/9
in 20 overs.Despite
extracting movement from
the green-tinged surface,
Delhi’s bowlers struggled
to capitalise on their early
breakthroughs. Their
fielding lapses proved
costly, with Chinelle being
dropped on 13, a mistake
that proved pivotal in the
outcome of the match.

In response, Delhi
began their chase
positively, with Jemimah
Rodrigues (56 off 35) and
Shafali Verma (24 off 30)
anchoring the innings.
However, the loss of
regular wickets derailed
their momentum. Grace
Harris delivered a game-
changing spell, including
a hat-trick, restricting
Delhi to 144 in 19.3 overs.
The victory lifts UP off
the bottom of the points
table after two losses, while
Delhi will need to reassess
their fielding and middle-
order stability ahead of
their next encounter.

Ankara, Feb 21 (UNI) :
The India U20 women’s
national team registered
their second consecutive
win in the Pink Ladies U20
Youth Cup, beating Hong
Kong 1-0 at the Emirhan
Sport Centre in Manavgat,
here on Saturday.

The two teams went
into the dressing rooms
with the score at 0-0.

Winger Sibani Devi
Nongmeikapam (53’)
scored the only goal of
the match, in the second
half.

The Young Tigresses
had earlier defeated
Jordan U20 2-1.

Though the Pink
Ladies Youth Cup is for
U20 teams, India's
Saturday rivals, Hong
Kong, were comprised of
players above the cutoff
age.

The Blue Tigresses
began the match with a
certain degree of control
in the middle, as Cindy
Remruatpuii Colney and
Kajol D’Souza dictated
the proceedings. The
chances, however, were

few and far between.
India’s best chance of

the half came in the 21st
minute, when forward
Lhingdeikim scampered
into the Hong Kong box,
cut past her marker, and
pulled the trigger with her
left foot. Her low shot was
tipped on to the far post
by Hong Kong goalkeeper
Lee Yi Yan.

With less than 10

India beat Hong Kong 1-0 in
Pink Ladies U20 Youth Cup

minutes of the first half
left, Pooja had an
opportunity from a similar
position, as she cut left
and produced a low shot
aimed at the bottom
corner. That too was
saved.

Hong Kong seemed to
show a little more intent
after the change of ends,
as they kept possession
in the middle and looked
for chances. However,
that left them vulnerable
out wide, thus giving
India the opportunity to
score.

Pooja outpaced her
marker on the right flank,
before sending a low
cross for Sibani, who
controlled the ball,
swivelled to a better
shooting position, and
placed it into the bottom
corner.

Hong Kong’s best
chance came minutes after
the hour mark, when Wai
Ting Yuen cut in from the
right flank and drilled a

cross across the face of
the goal. However, her
teammates reacted too
late, and the opportunity
went abegging.

Neha could have given
India some breathing
space with less than a
quarter of an hour left,
when she broke free down
the left, entered the box,
and produced a powerful
shot at the bottom far
corner, but that too, was
saved.

The Young Tigresses
will face Russia in their
last match of the Pink
Ladies U20 Youth Cup,
which will kick off at 5.30
pm IST, on February 25.

India U20 Women:
Moirangthem Monalisha
Devi (GK), Shubhangi
Singh, Alina Chingakham,
Sahena TH, Toijam
Thoibisana Chanu, Pooja,
Kajol Dsouza (C),
Lhingdeikim, Neha,
Nongmeikapam Sibani
Devi, Cindy Remruatpuii
Colney.

Odisha
Felicitates 38th
National Games
Medalists with
Cash Awards

Bhubaneswar, Feb 22
(UNI) : The Sports and
Youth Services Department
of the Odisha government
on Saturday felicitated
medalists from the state for
their achievements at the
38th National Games.

The athletes were
honored with cash awards
and certificates at a
felicitation ceremony
organized at the Kalinga
Stadium Tennis Centre.

Gold medalists received
a cash award of Rs.6 lakh,
silver medalists were
awarded Rs.4 lakh, and
bronze medalists received
Rs.3 lakh.Odisha’s Sports
Minister, Suryabanshi
Suraj, praised the athletes
for their remarkable
achievements, stating that
the essence of sports lies
in celebrating victories and
using defeats as motivation
to achieve greater success.

He emphasized that this
achievement at the National
Games would inspire many
young athletes in Odisha
and expressed confidence
that the state’s athletes
would continue to bring
glory by excelling in
upcoming national and
international competitions.

Odisha secured the 12th
position among the top 15
states in the country at the
38th National Games.

Suraj reiterated the state
government’s commitment
to the holistic development
of sports and athletes,
announcing plans to
construct block-level
stadiums across the state
with a focus on nurturing
grassroots-level sporting
talent.“The government
will continue to provide all
necessary support for the
development of sports in
Odisha,” he added.

Medal-winning athletes
expressed their gratitude
for the government’s
support, stating that the
felicitation ceremony would
further motivate them to
strive for excellence.

Jammu, Feb 22 (UNI) :
The players and members
of the support staff of the
Under-23 Women's team
representing J&K in the
Women's One Day
Tournament being held at
Trivandrum conducted by
the Kerala Cricket
Association under the
aegis of Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI)
were given a warm send-off
at the Hostel Ground, JKCA
Complex here.

The team was
introduced to Brig. Anil
Gupta, Member
Administration, and
thereafter a group
photograph was taken.

While speaking to the
players, Brig. Gupta
impressed upon the need

J&K Women's U-23 Team accorded warm send-off
for a positive mindset of the
players to face any team in
the tournament and also to
play full 50 overs.

He complimented the
Support Staff for taking
adequate care of the team
and providing them with
sufficient practice during
the last week in the camp
held at JKCA complex.

J&K team is placed in
the Elite Group B and the
other teams in the group are
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Mizoram, Goa, and
Karnataka.

The tournament is
starting from March 5 when
J&K will play Jharkhand in
the opening match.

The Sub-Committee
JKCA has decided to send
the team early to

Trivandrum keeping in mind
the climate variations
between Jammu and
Trivandrum.The team will
acclimatize and carry out
pre-match practice at
Trivandrum from February
24 to March 2 till the other
teams join up for the
tournament.

Foziya Jan, a player with
a humble background who
could not afford a personal
kit was presented full kit
along with a bat and cricket
boots by the Association
on the occasion.

Foziya is the product of
Talent Hunt 2024 and is a
promising batter.

The members of the
Sub-Committee wished the
team good luck and hoped
that it would perform well

and bring laurels to the UT.
The team is led by

Rudrakshi Chib and
includes Ananya Sharma,
Bawandeep Kaur, Chitra
Singh, Madhu Devi, Lalita,
Sehrish Tariq, Tahseena
Nisar, Mariya Noorain,
Arveen Riyaz, Foziya Jan,
Sheena Saraf, Ronaq Jahan,
Aditi Aryan and Maroof
Anjum.Dr. Roopali Slathia,
an ace Ex-Cricketer and a
renowned Coach, is Head
Coach of team.

The other Members of
the Support Staff include
Jyoti Bala (Asst. Coach),
Irshaad Hassan (Manager),
Anuradha Sharma (Co-
Manager), Satika Sharma
(Trainer), Bisma Gulzar
(Physiotherapist) and Mujtaba
Wani (Video Analyst).

New Delhi, Feb 22 (UNI)
: East Bengal FC maintained
their newfound form with a
3-1 thumping over Punjab
FC at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium here in the Indian
Super League (ISL) match
on Saturday evening.

Dimitrios Diamantakos
had set the tone for the
visitors in the first half with
an early strike before the
likes of Naorem Mahesh
Singh and Lalchungnunga
found the back of the net
early in the second half.

Later, Punjab FC
opened their account
courtesy of a fantastic
strike from Ezequiel Vidal
which unfortunately
resulted in a consolation.

East Bengal FC are now
unbeaten in their last three
away games this campaign
as they kept their hopes for
playoffs alive albeit
mathematically. They are
10th in the table with 24
points from 21 games now,
whereas Punjab FC have
dropped to the 11th place,
having the same points

East Bengal FC beat Punjab FC 3-1
and accumulate 3 crucial points

from an equal number of
matches as the Red & Gold
Brigade.

With 3 games left to play,
both of them are eight
points behind (32) than the
sixth-placed Mumbai City
FC.East Bengal FC made
some promising moves from
the left flank to start the
game, while Punjab FC's
backline were alert to the
danger in the early
exchanges.

The Red and Gold
Brigade optimised their
chance in the 15th minute
when Diamantakos handed
them the lead. The Greek
forward hammered a shot
on goal from the left, more
in hope than conviction but
it went through Ravi
Kumar’s legs, who could
have arguably shown better
technique between the
sticks.

This was East Bengal
FC’s first strike in the
opening 15 minutes this
season, also the maiden
goal in nine league games
for Diamantakos. He last

scored against Jamshedpur
FC at home in a 1-0 win back
in December.

Diamantakos had
another opportunity to
double the lead in the 44th
minute when Raphael
Messi Bouli found him with
a low cross after beating his
marker. However before the
31-year-old could get his
shot away, Ivan Novoselec
stole the ball from his path
and averted the danger.

Panagiotis Dilmperis
made two attacking
changes at the start of the
second half. He introduced
Luka Majcen and Nihal
Sudeesh replacing Asmir
Suljic and Asish Pradhan
respectively.

However, Punjab FC
were caught ball-watching
in the 47th minute as
Mahesh slotted the ball
past Ravi in the goal to
extend the lead for the
visitors. It all started from a
long throw for East Bengal
FC where Messi Bouli
shrugged off his marker
and released a cross to

Vishnu in space. His shot
was blocked by Novoselec
but it landed kindly for
Mahesh, who calmly
nestled it into the back of
the net.

The Red and Gold
Brigade found the third
goal of the night in the 54th
minute courtesy of a strike
from Lalchungnunga. It all
started from Mahesh’s
corner which was initially
punched away by Ravi

but Punjab FC
defenders were unable to
clear their lines and in a
pinball-like situation in the
box. Lalchungnunga
showed great awareness in
finding the bottom corner
with a thunderous strike.

In the 61st minute,
Punjab FC almost scored
when Khaiminthang
Lhungdim found Majcen
with a long pass and the
Slovenian headed it
towards goal.

But Prabhsukhan Gill
was alert to the danger and
showed great reflexes to
keep out the header.

USD 200,000
prized
Bengaluru Open
draw unveiled

Bengaluru, Feb 22 (UNI)
: With a prize purse of
$200,000 at stake, the draw
for the DafaNews
Bengaluru Open 2025 has
been officially announced
on Saturday, setting the
stage for an exciting week
of tennis at the KSLTA
Courts, Cubbon Park.

The ATP Challenger 125
event, scheduled from
February 24 to March 2, will
see top Indian players in
crucial first-round clashes.

Indian wildcard
Ramkumar Ramanathan will
face seventh seed Shintaro
Mochizuki in a highly
anticipated opening-round
clash. Rising star Manas
Dhamne will take on a qualifier,
while wildcard SD Prajwal Dev
is set to meet Marek Gengel in
a challenging encounter.
Aryan Shah, who has made
an impact in the qualifiers, will
fight for a main draw spot
against Kris Van Wyk.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Bengaluru’s own Rishi
Reddy is set to battle
Sasikumar Mukund for a place
in the singles main draw.Top
seed Victor Kopriva will
commence his campaign against
a qualifier, while second seed
Tristan Schoolkate will take on
Kumoyun Sultanov of
Uzbekistan.

Bhubaneswar, Feb 22 (UNI) India delivered an
emphatic performance to secure a 4-0 victory over Ireland
in the ongoing FIH Hockey Pro League 2024-25 (Men) at
the Kalinga Hockey Stadium here on Saturday.

Nilam Sanjeep Xess (14’), Mandeep Singh (24’),
Abhishek (28’) and Shamsher Singh (34’) found the net
for the hosts, ensuring a dominant win in front of an
enthusiastic home crowd.

Ireland began the match with strong possession,
attempting to put early pressure on India. However, the
Indian defence, marshalled by Jarmanpreet Singh and
Manpreet Singh, stood firm. Ireland earned the first
penalty corner (PC) of the match but failed to capitalise,
allowing India to gain momentum. The breakthrough
came in the 14th minute when Nilam Sanjeep Xess
showcased individual brilliance to put India ahead.

Buoyed by the lead, India controlled proceedings in
the second quarter, creating sustained pressure on the

India thrash Ireland 4-0 in FIH Pro League
Irish defence. Ireland sought to respond with quick
transitions but found India’s defensive unit resolute. In
the 24th minute, India doubled their advantage through
Mandeep Singh, who converted a PC. Four minutes later,
Abhishek capitalised on a deflected attempt by Amit
Rohidas to slot home India’s third goal. At half-time, the
hosts enjoyed a comfortable 3-0 lead.

India resumed with high intensity after the break,
pressing Ireland deep into their own half. Their aggressive
approach bore fruit in the 34th minute when Mandeep Singh
set up Shamsher Singh for a clinical finish, extending the
lead to 4-0. Despite sustained attacking intent from
Mandeep, Abhishek, and Manpreet, India could not add to
their tally.

The final quarter saw India maintain control, effectively
neutralising Ireland’s attempts to reduce the deficit.
Although the hosts sought a fifth goal in the closing stages,
the Irish defence held firm to prevent further damage.
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24 lakh 38 thousand small voltage customers
paid their electricity bills from home
Growing trend towards online payment in Kalyan-Bhandup circle
(Standard Post Bureau)

Kalyan/Bhandup, Feb
22 : 24 lakh 38 thousand
small voltage customers in
Kalyan and Bhandup
circles of Mahavitaran have
paid their electricity bills
online till 20 February. In the
previous month of January,
38 lakh 48 thousand
customers had used digital
means to pay their
electricity bills. Due to this,
these customers saved the
trouble and time of
standing in line in front of
the bill payment center, and
also got a quarter percent
discount on the bill.
Meanwhile, customers who
pay three or more electricity
bills online in a row between
January and May 2025 have
a great chance to win
attractive prizes like
s m a r t p h o n e s ,

smartwatches through
lucky draw. Mahavitaran
has appealed to all
customers to take
advantage of this scheme.

In Kalyan Circle, 20 lakh
988 low voltage consumers
paid their electricity bills
worth Rs 456 crore 22 lakh
online in January. While till

February 20, 13 lakh 22
thousand 606 consumers
have paid their electricity
bills worth Rs 280 crore 30
lakh online. In Bhandup
Circle, 18 lakh 47 thousand
151 low voltage consumers
paid their electricity bills
worth Rs 553 crore 41 lakh
online in January. While till

February 20, 11 lakh 14
thousand 990 consumers
paid their electricity bills worth
Rs 329 crore 82 lakh online.

On behalf of
Mahavitaran, electricity
consumers are provided
with the facility to pay their
electricity bills of any
amount online anytime and

anywhere through the
w e b s i t e
www.mahadiscom.in as well
as through Mahavitaran's
mobile app. Consumers can
pay their electricity bills
through electronic means
such as credit/debit card,
net banking and UPI etc.
Also, electricity bills can be
paid through Bharat Bill
Payment System (BBPS).
All small-scale consumers
with bills exceeding Rs
5,000 can pay their bills
through RTGS/NEFT. A
discount of 0.25 percent of
the bill amount has also
been given for online
payment. Online payment
of electricity bills is very
secure and is subject to the
provisions of the Reserve
Bank of India's Payment
and Settlement Act-2007.

Pay your bill online and

be 'Lucky'
Three lucky draws will

be held online at each sub-
division level of
Mahavitaran, one each in
the months of April, May
and June 2025. In each
lucky draw, five winners will
be given prizes of smart
phones and smartwatches.

Few trains
affected due to
block between
Vangaon and
Dhanu Road
stations

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 22 : A

Block will be taken on
Sunday, 23rd February,
2025 for shifting/diversion/
height raising of Monopole
between Vangaon and
Dahanu Road stations of
Mumbai Central Division.
The one-hour block, from
09.50 hrs to 10.50 on 23rd
February, 2025 will be
undertaken on UP & Down
Main Lines, due to which a
few Western Railway trains
will be affected.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr Vineet
Abhishek, the details of the
trains which will be affected
on 23rd February, 2025 are
as under:-

Short Termination/
Partially Cancellation of
Trains:

1.     Train No. 93011
Churchgate – Dahanu Road
Local departing from
Churchgate at 07.42 hrs will
short terminate at Vangaon
and hence Train Nos.
93011& 93016 will remain
partially cancelled between
Vangaon and Dahanu Road
stations.

2.     Train No. 93013 Virar
– Dahanu Road Local
departing from Virar at
09.30 hrs will short
terminate at Boisar and
hence Train Nos. 93013 &
93014 will remain partially
cancelled between Boisar
and Dahanu Road stations.

Regulation of Trains:
1.     Train No. 12934

Ahmedabad – Mumbai
Central Karnavati Express
will be regulated by 35
minutes.

2.     Train No. 09653 Ajmer
– Bandra Terminus Special
will be regulated by 01 hour.

Central Railway to run 28 Holi
Special Trains between Mumbai
- Nagpur, Madgaon, Nanded
and  between Pune – Nagpur

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 22 :

Central Railway will run 28
Holi Special Trains between
Mumbai - Nagpur /
Madgaon / Nanded  &
between Pune - Nagpur to
clear the extra rush of
passengers during Holi
festival. The details are as
under:

1. CSMT-NAGPUR-
CSMT Bi-weekly special (8
trips)

Train no.02139 Bi-
weekly special will leave
CSMT on 09.03.2025
,11.03.2025, 16.03.2025 &
18.03.2025 (Sunday &
Tuesday) at 00.20 hrs and
will arrive Nagpur at 15.10
hrs same day.

Train no.02140 Bi-
weekly special will leave
Nagpur on 09.03.2025
,11.03.2025, 16.03.2025 &
18.03.2025  (Sunday &
Tuesday) at 20.00 hrs and
will arrive CSMT at 13.30
hrs next day.

Composition:  One First
AC , One First AC cum AC-
2 Tier, Two AC-2 Tier, 10
AC-3 Tier, 4 Sleeper Class,
4 General Second Class and
2  General Second Class
cum Guard’s brake van .

Halts: Dadar,Thane,
Kalyan, Igatpuri, Nashik
Road, Manmad,Jalgaon,
Bhusaval, Malkapur,
Shegaon, Akola,
Murtizapur, Badnera,
Dhamangaon and Wardha.

2. CSMT-Madgaon-
CSMT Weekly special (4
trips)

Train no.01151 Weekly
special will leave CSMT on
06.03.2025 & 13.03.2025
(Thursday) at 00.20 hrs and
will arrive Madgaon at 13.30
hrs same day.

Train no.01152 Weekly
special will leave Madgaon
on 06.03.2025 & 13.03.2025
(Thursday)  at 14.15 hrs and
will arrive CSMT at 03.45
hrs next day.

Composition : One First
AC , One First AC cum AC-
2 Tier, Two AC-2 Tier, 10
AC-3 Tier, 4 Sleeper Class,
4 General Second Class and
2 General Second Class
cum Guard’s brake van .

Halts: Dadar, Thane,
Panvel, Pen, Roha,
Mangaon, Khed, Chiplun,
Sangameshwar Road,
Ratnagiri, Adavali,
Vilavade, Rajapur Road,
Vaibhavwadi Road,
Kankavali, Sindhudurg,
Kudal, Sawantwadi Road
and Thivim.

3. LTT- Madgaon-LTT
Weekly special (4 trips)

Train no.01129 Weekly
special will leave LTT on
13.03.2025 & 20.03.2025
(Thursday)  at 22.15 hrs and
will arrive Madgaon at 10.30
hrs next day.

Train no. 01130 Weekly
special will leave Madgaon
on 14.03.2025 & 21.03.2025
(Friday)  at 14.30 hrs and
will arrive LTT at 04.05 hrs
next day.

Composition:  One First
AC , Two  AC 2-Tier, Six AC
3-Tier, 8 Sleeper class. 1 Pantry
car  and 2 Generator Cars.

Halts: Thane, Panvel,
Pen, Roha, Mangaon, Veer,
Khed, Chiplun,
Sangameshwar Road,
Ratnagiri, Adavali,
Vilavade, Rajapur Road,
Vaibhavwadi Road,
Nandgaon Road, Kankavali,
Sindhudurg, Kudal and
Sawantwadi Road .

4. LTT – Hazur Sahib
Nanded – LTT Weekly

special (4 trips)
Train no.01105 Weekly

special will leave LTT on
12.03.2025 & 19.03.2025
(Wednesday) at 00.55 hrs
and will arrive Nanded at
21.00 hrs same day.

Train no. 01106 Weekly
special will leave Nanded
on 12.03.2025 & 19.03.2025
(Wednesday) at 22.30 hrs
and will arrive LTT at 16.05
hrs next day.

Composition: One First
AC, One AC 2-Tier, 5 AC-3-
Tier, 8 Sleeper Class , 4
Second Seating, 1 Pantry  ,
1 Generator Van  and 1
Second Class cum  Guard’s
Brake Van

Halts: Thane, Kalyan,
Lonavala, Pune, Daund,
Kurduwadi, Barsi Town,
Osmanabad, Latur,,  Latur
Road, Parli, , Gangakher  ,
Parbhani   and Purna

5.  Pune - Nagpur- Pune
Weekly special (4 trips)

Train no.01469 Weekly
special will leave Pune on
11.03.2025 & 18.03.2025
(Tuesday) at 15.50 hrs and
will arrive Nagpur at 06.30
hrs next day.

Train no.01470 Weekly
special will leave Nagpur on
12.03.2025 & 19.03.2025
(Wednesday) at 08.00 hrs
and will arrive Pune at 23.30
hrs same day

Composition: Three AC
2 tier, 15 AC 3-Tier , 1 General
Second Class cum Guard’s
brake van & and 1
Generator Van.

6.  Pune - Nagpur- Pune
Weekly special (4 trips)

Train no.01467 special
will leave Pune on
12.03.2025 & 19.03.2025
(Wednesday) at 15.50 hrs
and will arrive Nagpur at
06.30 hrs next day.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 22 :

Hubballi Division of South
Western Railway
Introduces online issuance
of “Digital Identity Card”
(ID) for Divyangjan
(differently-abled persons).
Persons with disabilities
need not visit the railway
offices and submit
applications in person;
they can apply and
download the digital ID
card once their application
is approved through online.
To access the portal and
begin registration,
passengers can visit http:/
/ d i v y a n g j a n i d .
indianrail.gov.in where a

Hubballi Division launches Digital
Identity card for Divyangjan : SCR

detailed user manual is also
available to assist with the
process.

Persons with visual
impairment with absence of
sight, mentally challenged
persons, persons with
hearing and speech
impairment totally (both
afflictions together in the
same person) and
o r t h o p e d i c a l l y
handicapped /paraplegic
persons can apply for
issuance or renewal of their
photo ID cards to avail
concessional rail tickets.

Concessional reserved
tickets can be booked at
ticket counters or via
IRCTC website.

Concessional unreserved
tickets can be availed at
ticket counters or using the
UTS app on cell phones.
For any grievances, users
may register their
complaints at https://
pgportal.gov.in

Eligible applicants can
submit their applications
and upload the required
documents;  photo identity
card, Date of birth proof,
address proof, Disability
certificate issued by
Government doctor and
passport size photo (All
documents should be less
than 600KB in PDF/JPEG/
JPG/PNG format).  After
successful verification of

credentials, the ID card will
be signed by the
competent authority
digitally.

On completion of the
above process, an
automated message will be
generated by the system
and sent to the applicant
advising about the
readiness of the card.

This will obviate the
need of physical commute
to Divisional Office and
also  to  reduce the
process ing t ime.
Applicants can also track
their application status
and receive their smart
card  wi thout  v is i t ing
railway offices.

Urdu in Delhi
and Unani
Treatment

(Standard Post Bureau)
New Delhi, Feb 22 : February

Urdu Academy Delhi and Awani Ekta
Welfare Association Organised
Seminar on " Urdu in Delhi  and
Unani Treatment " at Mahmoodia
Public School, Chauhan Bangad, In
Which Chief Guest  Professor
Abdul Haq  has Given Best Medical
Service Award to Dr Altaf  Ahmed
Chairman Alfaiz Health and Life Care
Foundation,  in picture Dr Syed
Ahmed Khan , Shah Jabin Qadri
Advocate and Other Also Seen.

One - Day Training programme on Human Traficking
and legal procedures for AHTU’s (Anti Human
Trafficking Units) of RPF and GRP of Telangana Region

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 22 : A

One-Day Training
Programme on
Understanding Human
Trafficking and Legal
Procedures was organized
at Hawa Mahal, Sanchalan
Bhavan, Secunderabad by
RPF, Secunderabad
Division, South Central
Railway, in coordination
with Association for
Voluntary Action (AVA).
The event saw 105
participants, including law
enforcement personnel
from RPF & GRP, legal
experts, and dignitaries,
coming together to
strengthen anti-human
trafficking efforts.

The program was
graced by Chief Guest Ms.
Aroma Singh Thakur, IG-
Cum Principal Chief
Security Commissioner,
SCR, Smt D C Banerjee, Sr
Divisional Security
Commissioner, RPF,
Secunderabad along with
Sri Venkateshwarlu (State
Coordinator, AVA) and Ms.
Sri Harshitha (Advocate,
AVA) as key speakers. The
event began with the
inauguration of a special
booklet on Key Points on
Human Trafficking for RPF,

followed by the launch of
Human trafficking awareness
short film and a collective
pledge reinforcing
commitment against trafficking.

The training focused on
legal frameworks,
trafficking vulnerabilities,
and the role of RPF & GRP
in rescue operations.
Expert-led sessions by Ms.
Sree Harshitha and Sri
Venkateshwarlu covered
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) for
handling missing children,
legal provisions related to
trafficking, and the
operational responsibilities

of AHTUs in tackling cases
within railway premises.

The event highlighted
RPF Telangana Region’s
significant achievements in
anti-human trafficking
operations. In 2023, 305
children were rescued and
137 traffickers were
arrested, while 2024
recorded 310 rescues and
174 arrests. These efforts,
driven by coordinated
operation under initiative
of Operation AAHT (Action
against Human
Trafficking) have played a
crucial role in dismantling
trafficking networks.

To enhance practical
understanding, the training
included interactive Q&A
sessions, real-life case
studies, role-playing
exercises, and hands-on
activities, equipping
officers with critical skills
for identification,
intervention, and rescue
operations. The program,
conducted from 10:00 hrs to
15:45 hrs, provided
participants with enhanced
vigilance, strengthened
multi-agency collaboration,
and proactive strategies to
effectively combat human
trafficking through railways

Bhawanigarh, Feb 22 (UNI) Condoling the death of
Punjab police constable Harshveer Singh who attained
martyrdom in line of duty a few days back, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Saturday handed over cheque worth
Rs one crore to the family of martyr as a mark of respect
for his supreme sacrifice for country.

CM hands over cheque worth Rs 1 cr toCM hands over cheque worth Rs 1 cr toCM hands over cheque worth Rs 1 cr toCM hands over cheque worth Rs 1 cr toCM hands over cheque worth Rs 1 cr to
the family of Shaheed constable of SSFthe family of Shaheed constable of SSFthe family of Shaheed constable of SSFthe family of Shaheed constable of SSFthe family of Shaheed constable of SSF

He said that Constable Harshveer Singh had attained
martyrdom while performing his duty in Sadak Surkhya
Force. He said that Rs one crore has been given as ex-
gratia by state government whereas another payment of
insurance cover worth Rs one crore had been made by the
HDFC bank.
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