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27 bus
passengers
have
miraculous

escape

Nellore, Feb 20 (UNI):
Asmany as27 passengers
travellingin aprivate bus
had a miraculous escape
asthebusrammed apetrol
filling station at Kovoor in
the district in AP on the
national highway on
Thursday.Sl Ranganathtold
the mediathat a private bus
wasgoingto Bangdorewith
27 passengers from
Visakhaptanam. The bus
driver logt control over the
bus resulting in ploughed
through the patrolling
filling station and rammed
petral filling pump which
was damaged completely.

However, flames did
not erupted though the
bus rammed the petrol
filling pump. Moreover,
there was no one when
the bus was ramming the
petrol pump in thefilling
station. The driver of the
private buswasdrowsy at
the steering wheel that
led to the accident, the
police said. All the bus
passengers  escaped
unhurt, the Sl said.

Lift man of
Mumbai
High-profile
building
arrested for
molesting

minor in lift

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI)
A liftman of High profile
building in Mumbai
located in the Mulund
West area of the city
suburb was arrested by
police for allegedly
molesting a 12-year-old
minor girl in the lift,
officials said here on
Thursday.

Liftman, identified as
Vijay Shantaram Shinde,
was arrested after the
parents of the victim
lodged a complaint at
Mulund Police Station,
which had registered a
case against the accused
under Section 74 of BNS
and Section 8 of the
POCSO Act and is
engaged in further
investigation.

According to Mulund
Police, this incident of
molestation of a minor
came to light on 19
February at 6 pm. The
minor victim had gone out
of the house to play.
When she was returning
to her home after playing,
the accused liftman who
was with her in the lift
molested her. The accused
not only touched the
minor inappropriately but
also took photos with her
on his mobile. Not only
this, he also tried to take
her to the 39th floor of the
building, but after getting
the information, the people
of thebuildingimmedi ately
called the liftman and
guestioned himand handed
him over to the police.
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Prime Minister NarendraModi and Delhi Lt Governor V K Sax

enawith newly sworn-in Delhi Chief Minister Rekha

Guptaand other ministers during the oath ceremony at RamlilaMaidan, in New Delhi on Thursday.

Minister assures to compiete
Veligonda project in 2 years

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Vijayawada, Feb 20 :
Alleging that the then Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan
Reddy in the erstwhile
regime dedicated to the
nation the PS Veligonda
project without completing
the works, Minister for
Water Resources
Development N Ramanaidu
has made it clear that it will
take two years to complete
the Veligonda project.

Addressing a press
conferencein the Secretariat
at Amaravati near here on
Thursday, Ramanaidu
announced that Rs 4000
croreto be spent to complete
the construction works of
PSVeligondaproject.

“Themain cand, which
provides drinking water to

25lakh peopleand irrigation
water to 4.5 akh acres, of the
Veligonda project, has not
been completed so far.
However the erstwhile
Y SRCP Government
dedicated the Veligonda
project to the people by
confining the farmers, who
opposed the  act,”
Ramanaidu slammed.

He regretted that the
Veligonda project was
dedicated to the nation
without completing the head
regulatory, retaining wall
works, first and second
tunnel works, feeder canal
works and the construction
works of the colonies of the
displaced people at
Srisalam.

The Minister clarified
that 1.20 lakh cubic meters

YSRCP complains to

AP Guv on Ex-CM
Jagan Reddy’s
security lapses

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Vijayawada, Feb 20 : A'Y SR Congress Party delegation
led by Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Council
Botsa Satyanarayanamet Governor Justice Abdul Nazeer
at Raj Bhavan here on Thursday and complained about
thelapsesin security of former Chief Minister and Y SRCP
President Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy.

After meeting the Governor, Botsa Satyanarayana
spoke to the media and expressed serious concerns over
the state government negligence in providing security to
Y SJagan during hisvisit to Guntur Mirchi Yard.

Heaccused the state government of acting with political
vendetta and deliberately creating a security risk. He also
revealed that the Governor was surprised by the police
inaction and assured them of an inquiry.

Botsa Satyanarayana questioned how the police could
usethe el ection code as an excuse for withdrawing security
while providing full protection for the" SangeetaVibhavari"
afew days ago in the city. He noted that this act of the
Government showed the government’s biased approach.
He warned that if anything happens to ex-chief minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, the government and senior police
officials, including the |G and SP, will be held responsible.

Healso criticized the government for failing to support
farmers, stating that chilli farmersare suffering hugelosses
due to falling prices. He claimed that while the previous
Y SRCP government provided regular financial assistance
to the farmers and slammed that the current coalition
government had abandoned them.The Y SRCP delegation
included former ministers Ambati Rambabu, Merugu
Nagarjuna, Velampalli Srinivas, Karumuru NageswaraRao,
and MLCs Lella Appireddy and M. Arun Kumar. They
demanded immediate action to restore'Y S Jagan’ s security
and ensure the law is upheld without political bias.

of road has to be removed
intheTunnel-1and 2.001akh
cubic meters of soil to dug
up in the Tunnel-2, which
will take about nine months,

The Minister explained
that thereistill drilling and
blasting work to be carried
out in Tunnel-2, which will
take about eight months.
Similarly, thereis 6.8 km of
lining work to be carried out
in the Tunnel-2 and a huge
tunnel boring machine is
lying in the tunnel and it is
to be removed from there
that would take along time,
adding, at thesametime, 21.8
km. of feeder cana work dso
needs to be carried out.

“It is very strange to
dedicate the Veligonda
project to the nation when
so many worksare pending.

Furthermore, the Y SRCP
leaders are indulging in
mudslinging on the
incumbent government to
escape from dedicating the
project to the peoplewithout
completing the works,” the
Water Resources
Management Minister
acknowledged.

Minister Ramanaidu
recalled that in 1996 Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu performed bhoomi
pooja for the PS Veligonda
project and in 2014 the
Naidu headed Government
had allocated Rs 1,373 crore
for the project of which Rs
1,319 crore had been spent.
However, the erstwhile
Y SRCPregimehad dlocated
Rs 647 crore only for the
project, he blamed.

Court in Nashik
sentences
Agriculture
Minister Manikrao
Kokate, his
brother to 2

years in jail in
cheating case

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI) :
A court in Nashik on

Thursday sentenced
Maharashtra Agriculture
Minister Advocate

Manikrao Kokate to two
years in jail in a cheating
case related to submission
of fake documentsto obtain
flats under government
quota 30 years ago.

The court has also
sentenced the minister's
brother, Vijay Kokate, to
two years in prison and
imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 each in the case of
embezzlement of flats
provided under the Chief
Minister's quota.

This verdict has put
Agricultureminister'sMLA
and ministerial posts in
jeopardy.Generally, aflat is
provided to a person with a
low income at alow-rate by
the government, through
the Chief Minister's quota.
For this, the person
concerned has to submit an
affidavit stating that he does
not have a flat anywherein
his name and necessary
documents.

However, Adv Kokate
and hisbrother Vijay Kokate
obtained two flats from the
CM's quota in Nirman
Apartment in the Nashik
city by submitting such
documentsin 1995.

After complaints were
received in this regard, the
district administration
conducted an investigation.

Elaborate arrangements being
mate for APPSG Group-2
Main Examination:CS

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Vijayawada, Feb 20 :
Chief  Secretary C
Vijayanand has said that
strict arrangements are
being made for the APPSC
Group-2 Main Written
Examination to be held on
23rd of thismonth.

Chief Secretary
Vijayanand here in the
Secretariat at Amaravati,
near here, reviewed with the
officials along with the
Chairman APPSC A.
Anuradhain AP Secretariat
today.

Speaking on this
occasion, he directed the
Collectors and SPs to make
tight security and other
arrangements at all the
examination centers to
ensure that no untoward
incident occurs anywhere
during the conduct of the
examinations.

He said that these
examinations will be
conducted at 175
examination centersin13old
district headquarters. He
clarified that guidelines
have aready been sent to
the districts on the steps to
be taken regarding the
conduct of the examinations
and they should befollowed

completely.

He said that 92,250
candidates will appear for
these examinations and
directed the Collectors and
SPs to make security
arrangements at the
examination centers so that
the examinations can be
conducted smoothly.

Especially regarding the
conduct of the exams, CS
Vijayanand has madeit clear
to the Collectors and SPs
that if anyone spreads or
circulates rumors or fake
news anywhere on social
media, they should
immediately investigateand
take strict action against
such people.

At the sametime, he has
advised the candidates and
their parents not to worry
even if anyone spreadsfake
newsor clarifiestherumors.

He said that all strict
arrangements have already
been madeto ensurethat the
exams are conducted
smoothly and properly.
CS Vijayanand has
instructed the Collectors,
SPs and APPSC officials
to make more strict
arrangements in the areas
identified as sensitive exam
centers.

Earlier, APPSC Chairman
A. Anuradha spoke about
the arrangements for the
Group-2 Main Examination

and said that these
examinations will be
conducted in 175

examination centers in the
old 13 district centers. She
clarified that the Paper-1
written examination will be
heldfrom10amto 12.30 pm
onthe 23rd.

Candidates should reach
the respective examination
centersby 9.30 am.

She advised the district
Collectors and SPsto make
adeguate arrangements to
prevent any untoward
incidents during the exams.
She also said that
restrictions under Section
144 should be imposed
within 100 metersof theexam
centers.

Similarly, all Xerox and
Net centers near the exam
centers should be closed
during theexams.

The meeting was
attended by State Education
Secretary K. Shashidhar,
Department Commissioner
KritikaShukla, Information
Director Himanshu Shukla,
APPSC Secretary IN Murthy
and other officials.
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PMSSY strengthening healthcare
infrastructure, fostering

indigenous innovation: Jitendra

The Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY) is aimed at strengthening healthcare
infrastructure and fostering indigenous innovation,
Union Minister Dr JitendraSingh said on Thursday.The
minister noted that the PMSSY initiative is part of a
broader effort to strengthen India’s healthcare
infrastructure. "The scheme is designed to provide
quality medical care while promoting indigenous
innovationin health-related R& D,"

(See on page 2)
|

BSF-BGB talks: India,
Bangladesh agree to curb ...

Bangladesh agreed to bring down to minimum incidents
of attacks on BSF personnel by Bangladesh-based
trans-border criminals and reiterated the need for
synergised efforts to uphold human rights and curb
violence on the border. ( See on page 4)

|
Pakistan penalised for slow ...

The hosts have been fined five percent of their
match fee for maintaining a slow over rate during the
Tournament’sopening gamein Karachi.Following their
defeat in the ICC Champions Trophy 2025 opener
against Black Caps, Pakistan have been handed aslow

over-ratefine, (See on page 7)

SC stays Lokpal Order on
Jurisdiction over High Court ...

The Supreme Court on Thursday stayed a recent
decision of the Lokpal of Indiathat asserted jurisdiction
over High Court judges, raising significant legal
guestions about the scope of the Lokpal Act.

(See on page 8)
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PMSSY strengthening

healthcare

infrastructure,
fostering indigenous
innovation: Jitendra

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 20 (IANS) :The Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya SurakshaYojana (PMSSY) isaimed at
strengthening healthcare infrastructure and fostering
indigenousinnovation, Union Minister Dr JitendraSingh
said on Thursday.The minister noted that the PMSSY
initiative is part of a broader effort to strengthen India's

hedlthcare infrastructure.

"The scheme is designed to provide quality medical
care while promoting indigenous innovation in health-
related R&D," he said while inaugurating the PM SSY-
driven upgraded super-specialty Neurosurgery and
Cardiovascular Surgery Building Block at the Sree Chitra
Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) in Thiruvananthapuram.

He emphasised that the PM Narendra Modi
government'snew initiatives are aimed at making quality
healthcare affordable, and accessible across sections of
society.Praising SCTIMST for emerging as a centre of
excellence in both healthcare as well as research and
development, Dr Singh highlighted that the institute,
functioning under the Department of Science and
Technology, embodies the "whole-of-government"
approach.He said the institute fosters collaboration
between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Science
and Technol ogy.Stressing the need for integrating modern
medical advancements with traditional healthcare
approaches, Dr Singh underscored the importance of
digital health initiatives, artificial intelligence in
diagnostics, and genome-based therapies.

Theminister also highlighted India’sachievementsin
biotechnology, pointing out the success of the indigenous
Covid-19 vaccine, the development of the HPV vaccine
for cervical cancer, and breakthroughsin gene therapy.

"India has transitioned from being an importer to a
leader in preventive healthcare, gaining global recognition
in bio-manufacturing and medical research," he stated.

He further emphasised the need for continued
investmentsin hedthcare R& D, ensuring that Indiaremains
at the forefront of medical advancements.Dr Singh also
encouraged scientists and medical professionals "to
undertake collaborative research projects with global
institutions to expand knowledge and expertise”.

He stressed that while India has made remarkable
progress in bridging the rural-urban divide in disease
patterns, healthcare accessibility remains a challenge.

He reiterated the government’s commitment to
expanding medical services through new AIIMS
institutions and upgraded medical colleges, ensuring
affordable and high-quality treatment.He also called for
leveraging telemedi cine and mobile health unitsto extend
healthcare services to remote regions, making quality

hedthcare accessibleto all.
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dhi offers prayersat ChuruvaHanuman

EAM Jaishankar
calls on South
African
President
Ramaphosa,

meets Ethiopian
FM in

Johanneshurg

Johannesburg/New
Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
External AffairsMinister S
Jaishankar called on South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa and conveyed
India's support for South
AfricasG20 priorities, on
the sidelines of the G20
Foreign Ministers
Meeting in Johannesburg
today.

The EAM also met
with his Ethiopian
counterpart Gedion
Timotheos, and
interacted as part of a
group with his
counterparts from other
countries, including
Australia’s Penny
Wong, Russian FM
Sergey Lavrov and
China’'sWang Yi.

In posts on X, he
wrote:

“Honored to call on
President
@CyrilRamaphosa of
South Africa on the
sidelines of the G20
FMM in Johannesburg.

“Conveyed the warm
greetings of Prime
Minister
@narendramodi.
Assured India’'s support
for South Africa’s G20
priorities.”

On his meeting with
the Ethiopian FM
Gedion Timotheos, he
wrote:“ Good to meet
Ethiopian FM Gedion
Timotheos of Ethiopia.

“Congratulated him on
his appointment. And
agreed to work together to
strengthen our
longstanding
partnership.”

Templeduring hisvisit to his parliamentary constituency Rae Bareli.

Delhi court dismisses

defamation complaint against
BJP MP Bansuri Swarai

New Dehi, Feb 20 (UNI)
A court here on Thursday
dismissed a defamation
complaint filed by Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
andformer MLA Satyendar
Jain against Bhartiya Janta
Party (BJP) MP Bansuri
Swarg.

The complainant (Jain)
has filed the present
complaint under Section
210(1) and 223 BNSS for
alleged commission of
offence under Section 356
of BNS by the accused
persons that is Bansuri
Swargj (sitting MP) and a
news channel.

The complainant
alleged that the accused

number 1 (Bansuri Swaraj)
had made certain
defamatory comments
against himinaninterview
which wasaired on October
five, 2023, on a news
channel (accused number
2) withintent to defamethe
complainant and gain
undue political advantage.

It is further stated that
accused no 1, a practising
lawyer and an MPfrom the
New Delhi Lok Sabha
constituency, had madethe
following defamatory
statements against the
complainant in context of
the raid made by
Enforcement Directorate at
his house and recovered

Rs three crore in cash, 1.8
kg gold and 133 gold coins
fromthere.

Jain alleged that the
statementswereintended to
tarnish his reputation and
gain undue political
advantage.

He contended that the
complainant is a man of
high repute being a three
times MLA from Shakur
Basti, Delhi and having
handled several ministries
or portfolios in GNCTD
which include Health &
Family Welfare, Industries,
Home, Water, Urban
Development and Irrigation
& Flood Control
Department.

Indian nationals
deported from US
began arriving in
Costa Rica, Panama

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
Undocumented Indians
deported by the US as part
of the Trump
administration’s strict
immigration policy began
arriving in the Central
American nations of
Panama and Costa Rica,
with the Indian mission
there gaining consular
access to the Indian
nationals.

The Indian mission in
Panama said in a post on
X:*Panamanian authorities
have informed us that a
group of Indians have
reached PanamafromUS

"They are safe and
secure at a Hotel with all
essential facilities

“Embassy team has
obtained consular access

“We are working
closely with the host
Government to ensuretheir
wellbeing.”

Indian nationals have
also been deported by the
USto Costa Rica after the
San Jose government said
itwill takemigrantsfromthe
US.The first deportation
flight to San Jose arrived
this week, carrying 200
migrantsfrom Central Asia
and India. This follows
threeflights sent to Panama
last week, carrying migrants
fromAsia, theMiddle East,
andAfrica.

The strategy is part of
the Trump administration’s
movefor handling migrants.
The USadministration has
sought partnerships with
other nations to facilitate
deportations and reduce
pressure on US detention
centers.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio secured
agreements from Panama
and Costa Rica to work

Delhi CM Rekha
Gupta takes

charge

New Ddhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta took oath as the
Chief Minister of Delhi on
Thursday at the Ramlila
Maidan here.

MsGuptaarrived at the
Delhi Secretariat at 3pmin
afternoon to formally
assume charge. After that,
she went to Vasudev Ghat
in Yamuna Bazar to attend
aprogrammeat 5 pm.

She will chair the first
Cabinet meeting later inthe
evening.

Thefirst meeting of the
new Council of Ministers
has been convened at 7 pm
at the Delhi Secretariat.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has come to
power in Delhi after 27
years.

Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxenaadministered the
oath of office and secrecy
to Gupta and her cabinet
colleagues in the presence
of PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi and top leaders of
NDA constituents at a
grand ceremony held at the
historic RamlilaMaidanin
the capital today.

Ms Gupta has been
elected as BJP MLA from
Shalimar Bagh area.

The seven ministersin
the Cabinet are Parvesh
Sahib Singh, Ashish Sood,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
Ravindra Indraj Singh,
Kapil Mishra and Pankaj
Kumar Singh.

with the United States on
migration control.

CostaRicaclarified that
itsterritory will “serveasa
bridge” for migrants’
eventual return to their
countriesof origin. TheUS
government is funding the
entire repatriation process,
and the International
Organization for Miration
(IO0M), a United Nations
agency, is overseeing the
migrants' care.

The first group of
deported migrants arrived
in Costa Rica on a
commercial flight on
Wednesday afternoon at
Juan Santamaria
International Airport. The
deportees were transferred
tothe Center for Temporary
Attention of Migrants
(CATEM) inthe Corredores
region, near the southern
border.

In Panama City, nearly
300 Asian migrants,
including from India, were
deported by the US in
recent days and are being
held at the Decapolis hotel
inthe Panamanian capital.

Panama’s Minister of
Public Security, Frank
Abrego, told a press
conference, “It was agreed
to receive 299 people who
camefromthe United States
to be repatriated to their
respective countries of
origin” and that “171 of
them have agreed to return
voluntarily”.

“We provide them with
all necessary medical care
and comfort, and we will
continue to do so until the
last of them leaves our
country, which iswhat was
agreed with the United
States  government,”
Abrego stated.

According to Abrego,
among the deportees sent
to Panama “there are
people from China, India,
Iran, Vietnam”. Heindicated
that this week “around 20
to 25 people” will be
voluntarily repatriated, and
added that those who do
not accept to return
voluntarily to their
countrieswill betransferred
to a shelter in the Darién
jungle, bordering Colombia,
waiting for the I nternational
Organizationfor Migration
(IOM) and the High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) torelocatethem
to another country.

In Costa Rica, the
Foreign Minister Arnoldo
Andrésaid hiscountry will
receiveagroup of deported
migrants from the US, and
outlined the government’s
plan for their processing
and repatriation.

André said that after
landing, the group will be
taken to the Center for
Temporary Attention to
Migrants (CATEM), where
their biometric datawill be
recorded. Following this,
authorities will initiate the
repatriation processtotheir
home countries.

He said that the length
of their stay in Costa Rica
will depend on procedures
with  the receiving
countries. M ost
repatriations will be
voluntary, whileotherswill
require legal proceedings.
According to the Costa
Rican government,
deportees can stay for a
maximum of 30 daysinthe
country. The permit can be
extended, but only to
completeexit procedures.

i TR e i d
President Droupadi Murmu with the newly-appointed C

hief Election Commissioner

Gyanesh Kumar during ameeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi.

Mamata defends Bengal's own
health insurance scheme

Kolkata, Feb 20 (IANS)
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday provided a
'detailed explanation' on
why Swasthya Sathi, the
state’s own health
insurance scheme, is
unique in the country,
adding that the greatest
advantage of the schemeis
its universal nature.

"We provide health
insurance under the
Swasthya Sathi scheme
without any restriction like
the income limit of that
family. Atthesametime, the
Swasthya Sathi card is
registered in the name of a
lady member of that family.
These make the Swasthya
Sathi scheme uniqueinthe

country," the Chief
Minister said at the
foundation laying

ceremony of Narayana
Health City in the northern
outskirts of Kolkata on
Thursday afternoon.

The Chief Minister's
explanations on why
Swasthya Sathi isuniquein
the country comes in the
wake of all-round criticism
of alowingimplementation
of asimilar hedlthinsurance
scheme of the Union
government christened
Ayushman Bharat.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Chief
Minister also claimed that,
like Swasthya Sathi, most of
the developmental schemes
of the state government are

universal in nature because
of the absence of income
restrictions for the
beneficiaries.

According to her,
around ninecrore peoplein
West Bengal are currently
covered under the
Swasthya Sathi scheme.

"My government has
brought revolution in the
health sector of the state.
We provide treatment and
medicines totally free of
cost. Wearereally proud of
that," the Chief Minister
said.Speaking on the
occasion, Mamata
Banerjee also read out
details of the achievements
in the health sector during
the current Trinamool
Congressregime.

Strong face of BIP from Janakpuri,
Ashish Sood gets cahinet berth in govt

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI) BJPMLA
Ashish Sood who won from Janakpuri
constituency, took oath as a Cabinet
minister alongside the Chief Minister of
Rekha Gupta, on Thursday at Ramlila

Maidan.

A long-time BJPmember, Sood is
well-acquainted with Delhi’spolitical

landscape.

Considered close to BJP national
president J P Nadda and Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, he secured a
commanding winin Janakpuri
constituency, defeating Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP)’sRajesh Rishi by 18,766

votes.

Veteran BJP |eader Ashish Sood, who
shares strong ties with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), hasemerged
as aleading contender for the position
after the party’s strong performancein

the assembly elections.

Hewas general secretary of the BJP

youth wing, Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha(BJY M), in 2003 beforebeing
elevated asits national vice president.
In 2008, he was appointed secretary
of Delhi BJPand | ater general secretary,

before being elected asacouncillor in

thethen-SDMC.
Known for hisorganisational skills,

Sood has held various significant roles

within the party, including serving as a
councillor, Leader of the Housein the
South Delhi Municipal Corporation

(SDMC), and morerecently, asthe

party’s Goain-charge and co-incharge
for Jammu and Kashmir.

Sood, who has been a part of the BJP

for several years, is no stranger to
Delhi’spoalitical landscape.

Born on September two, 1966, Sood
is considered as one of the most
articulate voices of BJP and a strong

local face in the Janakpuri constituency

area

Pre-hudget interactions help understand
priorities of people: J&K CM, Omar

Jammu, Feb 20 (UNI) :
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday concluded the
pre-budget consultations
with public representatives,
holding separate meetings
with elected
representatives  from
Kishtwar and Dodadistricts
of Jammu division here at
the Civil Secretariat.

Chairing the session for
Kishtwar district, the Chief
Minister engaged with
public representatives,
including Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Sunil
Sharma, who represents
Padder-Nagseni inthe J& K
Assembly, the Chairperson
of the District Development
Council (DDC) Kishtwar
and MLAsfromthedistrict.

The representatives
presented their demands
and issues, with the Chief
Minister assuring them that
their suggestions and
inputs would be duly

considered in the budget
formulation.

In his comments, Chief
Minister Abdullah stated
that the series of
consultations with public
representativesfrom all 20
districts of Jammu and
Kashmir had concluded,
providing valuableinsights
into the ground-level issues
faced by the people.

“These interactions
help us understand the
priorities of the people.
Since you are directly
connected with the public,
your inputs and
suggestions are crucial for
policy-making,” the Chief
Minister told the elected
representatives.

Similarly,
representatives from Doda
district also discussed their
development prioritiesand
concerns with the Chief
Minister.

Among key issues
raised about twin districts,

staff  shortages in
educational institutions
and healthcare centres,
drinking water supply, road
connectivity & widening,
construction of tunnels,
and improving mobile
connectivity in remote
areas were put forth.

The Deputy
Commissionersof Kishtwar
and Doda, in their
presentation, provided
constituency-wise
breakdown of demands
prioritized by the MLAsS.

The DDC
chairpersons and MLAsS
expressed their gratitudeto
the Chief Minister for
involving them in the
budget formulation
process, noting that it was
the first time such
consultations had taken
place.

They urged that this
participatory approach
should continue as a
regular feature.
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Trough runs
from North
Bangladesh to
Telangana
across
Gangetic West
Bengal: Met

Amaravati, Feb 20
(UNI) Thetrough from
Gangetic West Bengal to
Telangananow runs from
north Bangladesh to
Telangana across
Gangetic West Bengal,
interior Odisha& South
Chhattisgarh and extends
upto 1.5 km above mean
sealevel, Meteorological
Centre said on Thursday.

Inadaily weather
report here, it said that
lower tropospheric South
Easterly and South
westerly winds prevail
over Coastal Andhra
Pradesh & Yanam and
Rayalaseema.

Shallow to moderate
fogislikely to occur at
isolated placesin the
morning in South Coastal
Andhra Pradesh during
the next three days and in
North Coastal Andhra
Pradesh during the next 24
hours.

Light to moderaterain
islikely to occur at one or
two placesin North
Coastal Andhra Pradesh
& Yanam during the next
five days.

Themaximum
temperaturesarelikely to
be above normal by 2-3
degrees Celsiusin Coastal
Andhra Pradesh & Yanam
and Rayalaseemaduring
the next five days.

Dry weather islikely to
prevail in South Coastal
Andhra Pradesh,
Rayalaseema during
the next seven days
and North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh &
Yanam on February 25
and 26.

Thelowest minimum
temperature of 18 degrees
Celsius was recorded at
Arogyavaramin
Rayalaseema on the
intervening night of
Wednesday and
Thursday, the report
added.

Arunachal Pradesh & Mizoram Statehood

It it

Vijayawada, Feb 20
(UNI) : Governor Justice S
Abdul Nazeer on Thursday
participated as Chief Guest
at the celebration of State
Formation Day  of
Arunachal Pradesh and
Mizoram held at Durbar Hall
in Raj Bhavan here on
Thursday, under ‘ Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat’
programme.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Governor
said that Arunachal
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Pradesh, ‘land of therising
sun’ isfamousfor itsmisty
mountains, monasteries,
lakes and culture and it is
acknowledged to be one of
the most splendid, and
multilingual tribal areas of
theworld.

Justice Nazeer said that
Mizoram became a full-
fledged state of Indian
Unionin 1986 and attained
statehood on February 20,
1987, and the Mizo people
take pride in their cultural

s B

Day celebrated at Raj Bhavan in AP

diversity and take utmost
care in maintaining their
traditional values and
customs to be followed,
and kept alive by the
upcoming generations.
The programme
commenced with the
video messages of Lt.
General Kaiwalya
Trivikrama Parnaik,
(Retd.), Governor of
Arunachal Pradesh and
General (Dr.) Vijay Kumar
Singh (Retd.), Governor of

Mizoram, followed by
rendering of melodious
songs, performance of folk
dances of Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram
by students of these
two states studying in
educational
institutions in and
around Vijayawada.

Dr. M. Hari Jawaharlal,
Secretary to Governor, and
officers and staff members
of Ra Bhavan also
attended the programme.

US delegation explores natural farming
innovations in Andhra Pradesh

Eluru, AR, Feb 20 (UNI)
: A high-level delegation
from Pegasus Capital
Advisors, led by global
leaders in climate,
sustainability, and
agriculture, visited A.
Gokavaram in Unguturu
Mandal and Vadlapatla,
Kodurupadu villages in
Bhimadole Mandal in Eluru
District on Thursday to
discuss and take part in
field visits for advancing
advancing environmental
and economic
sustainability projects.

The delegation focused
on strengthening Andhra
Pradesh Community
Managed Natural Farming
(APCNF), a flagship
initiative of the Government
of Andhra Pradesh. The
team included Gina

McCarthy, former White
House National Climate
Advisor and U.S. EPA
(Environmental Protection
Agency) Administrator;
Craig Cogut, Founder,
Chairman, and CEO of
Pegasus Capital; and Keith
Agoada, Founder and CEO
of Producers Trust. Sri T.
Vijay Kumar, ExecutiveVice
Chairman, Rythu Sadhikara
Samstha (RSS) led thefield
visit of the US delegation.
The delegation visited
Surabhi Goshala in A.
Gokavaram village and
observed a live
demonstration of APCNF's
9 Principlestherefacilitated
by the RySSofficials. They
witnessed method
demonstrations of seed
pelletization,  Ghana
Jeevamrutham, and Agni

Astram, followed by the
ATM (Any Time Money)

M odel and  Water
Experimentby i T. Mallesh,
assessing paddy
productivity across

different farming systems.

Then the delegation in
Kodurupadu village
interacted with APCNF
cadres, and explored a
comparative study on
coconut farming analysing
APCNF's A-grade natural
farming model of mentor
intern Kalyan Kumar
versuschemical farming by
farmer Rambabu.

They visited an 8-acre
coconut field of Rama
Chandra Rao with
intercrops of arecanut,
banana, and vegetables,
compared with achemical-
based farming farm of

Rambabu.

The team also visited
Krishna Raghava NPM
(Non-Pest Management)
Shop which providesmulti-
crop seed kits for pre-
monsoon dry sowing and
other essential inputs.
They later explored aPaddy
A-grade model field and
interacted with themembers
of SrinivasaSHG (Sdf Help
Group) of Vadlapatla VO
(Village Organisation) and
local farmers.A key
highlight was the
demonstration of drone-
assisted spraying of
botanical extractsin natural
farming fields. The visit
concluded with a vote of
thanks and dosing remarks,
markingadgnificant Septoward
drengthening sustainable
farming practices.

Centre allocates Rs 1.08 lakh cr to Telangana
in Union Budget: Bandi Sanjay Kumar

Hyderabad, Feb 20
(UNI) : Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs
Bandi Sanjay Kumar on
Thursday stated that the
Union Budget has
allocated Rs1.08 lakh crore
to Telanganatowardstaxes
and various schemes.

Dismissing claims of
injustice to the state, he
accused Congress |leaders
of spreading
misinformation to divert
attention from their six
guarantees, and compared
their approach to that of the
BRS.Addressing a media
conference at a private hotd
in Erramanzil, here, Sanjay
chdlenged opposition parties
for a public debate on the
Centre's contributions versus
the stategovernment'sefforts
in Telangana.

He emphasized that Rs
29,899 crore has been
allocated astax devolution,
reflecting a 10 percent
increase from the previous
year. Additionally, Rs
21,075 crore has been
alocated in grants, while
Rs 5,336 crore has been
earmarked for Railway
development, which he
claimed is 20 times higher
than the UPA regime.

The budget also
includesRs 2,500 croreloan
for infrastructure and
development in Telangana.
Furthermore, Rs 28,302
crore hasbeen allocated for
the development of roads,
railways, and aviation
sectors, with Rs 15,640
crore specifically set aside
for national highway
expansion. Sectors like
power, energy, and
irrigation have been
granted Rs 10,285 crore,
whileRs 6,320 crorewill be
spent on village and town
development.As part of the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, Rs 2,120 crore has
been alocated for housing
construction. Agricultural
welfare initiatives will
receive Rs 5,920 crore,
benefiting Telangana
farmers through
agriculture, cooperation,
and animal husbandry
departments.Additionally,
Rs 5,790 crore has been
designated for health and
sanitation, Rs 4,930 crore
for education and sports,
and Rs 2,150 crore for
MSME schemes and loan
subsidies. Skill
development programs
have been allotted Rs 880

crore.Women and child
welfare sectorswill receive
Rs 3,560 crore, while Rs
3,290 crore has been set
aside for Home, National
Disaster Management, and
Defence programs. The
budget also provides Rs
5,420 crore for the direct
benefit transfer (DBT) of
central welfare schemes.
Moreover, Rs 1,210 crore
has been allocated for
tourism and cultural
development, and Rs 980
crorewill beutilized for the
Forest and Environment
departments.

Thebudget includestax
exemptions up to Rs 12.75
lakh for employees and
introduces credit cards of
uptoRs5lakh for farmers.
Under the MSME Credit
Boost, Rs 1.50 lakh crore
will beinvested to increase
youth employment,
including in Telangana.
Small traders will also
receive custom credit cards
up to Rs 5 lakh, and a Rs
10,000 crorefund has been
established to encourage
startups.Furthermore, the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana will extend
healthcare coverage to one
croregigworkers. Financial

support has been allocated
to empower women
entrepreneurs, with term
loans of Rs 2 crore each to
be provided to five lakh
first-time women business
owners.TheUnion Minister
also refuted claims that
Telangana was overlooked
inthe budget, asserting that
it was Congress and BRS
that had historically
neglected the state,
particularly in matters like
Krishna water sharing and
delayed infrastructure
projects.He alleged that
KCR colluded withAndhra
Pradesh, branding him as
the first traitor to
Telangana's interests.
Additionally, Bandi
accused Congressand BRS
of delaying the SSELBC
project and demanded a
public apology for their
failures.Criticising BRS,
Sanjay remarked that the
party was struggling even
to field MLC candidates
and accused both BRS and
Congress of forming a
covert alliance.He raised
questions about cases
related to the Kaleshwaram
project, drug scandals,
phone tapping, and the
Formula E race

controversy, suggesting
that both parties had
compromised with the
central government.

The Union Minister
called for a thorough
investigation into the
murder of Bhupalapalli
Rajalingamurthy, stating
that justice should prevail
rather than baseless
accusations. He also
guestioned the Congress
government's promise of 42
percent eservation for BCs
whileallocating 10 percent
to Muslims and demanded
clarity from the Chief
Minister.He further
criticized discrepancies in
Telangana's population
census, citing that 3.95
crore Aadhaar cards exist
despite an official
population count of 3.7
crore.Kumar declared that
the people of Telanganaare
prepared to reject
Congress, which he
claimedisrelying onitssix
guarantees as its main
political strategy.

He asserted that even
Congress MLAs are
dissatisfied with their own
government and are
conducting secret meetings
dueto internal discord.

MP writes to PM Modi, HM over
Jagan Reddy's security concerns

Vijayawada, Feb 20
(UNI) : Y SRCPfloor leader
in Lok Sabha PV. Midhun
Reddy, haswrittento Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah expressing
serious concerns over the
"inadequate security"
provided to former Chief
Minister and Y SRCP
President Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy.

In his letter, Midhun
Reddy highlighted multiple
security lapses, including
incidents at Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s residence and
during hisrecent visit tothe
Guntur Mirchi Market Yard.

He accused the state
government of
"neglecting” the security

arrangements and
suggested that these
"lapses’ could be part of a
"larger conspiracy" by the
coalition government to
restrict the former Chief
Minister’smovements.
The MP pointed out
that despite Jagan Mohan
Reddy having Z+ category
security, there have been
repeated failures in
ensuring hisprotection. He
stated that the reduction in
security personnel and the
deteriorating condition of
bulletproof vehicles pose a
serious threat to his safety.
The incident in Guntur,
where there was an
alarming lack of security
despite prior intimation to
officials, has raised

concernsamong the public.

Midhun Reddy further
stated that such targeted
actions by the state
government create panic
among the people and set a
dangerous precedent.

He urged the Prime
Minister and Home
Minister to intervene
immediately and instruct
the Central Home
Department to enhance
security arrangements for
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy.
He emphasized that
improving security
measures would not only
ensure the safety of
Jagan Mohan Reddy but
also help maintain public
confidence and peace in
Andhra Pradesh.

Govt to start payment of Feb instalment

Mumbai, Feb 20
(TANS) :Thegovernment
will start depositing
instalment of Rs 1,500
from Friday onwardsto
women beneficiaries
under the flagship Ladki
BahinYojana, an officia
said on Thursday.

The state finance
department headed by the
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar hastransferred Rs
3,490 croretothe
department of women and
child development to
make payment directly in
the bank accounts of the
women beneficiaries.

However, thewomen
and child development
department sources said
that the number of
beneficiarieswill reduce
in February on account
of the ongoing
verification of the
women beneficiaries. At
the end of December,
there were 2.46 crore
women beneficiaries.

However, the
government excluded
fivelakh women
beneficiariestill January
as they became
ineligible as per the
criterialaid down by the
state government.

Due to this, the
number of beneficiaries

reduced to 2.41 crore at
the end of January.

The number of
further cut in the
number of women
beneficiaries during
February is still not
available.

However, the
department sources
hinted that another four
lakh women
beneficiaries may
becomeineligible and
they will be excluded
from the scheme.

The government,
which is struggling to
mop up revenue to make
they available for
various welfare and
development schemes
including Ladki Bahin
Yojana, is expected to
monthly save about Rs
945 crorefollowing the
exclusion of about
ineligible ninelakh
women beneficiaries.

The government had
launched the ambitious
Ladki Bahin Yojanafrom
July ahead of assembly
elections held last year
with the budgetary
allocation of Rs 46,000
crore.

Under this scheme,
women are given a
benefit of Rs 1,500
every month. Womenin

ANDHRA PRADESH TANNERIES LIMITED
CIN: L19110AP1974PLC001711
Regd.Office: Leather Complex Area, Nellimerla,Vizianagram District,
Andhra Pradesh —535217. Tel No: 022-24934923 Fax No: 022-24934924
Website: www.aptl.net.in Email: csapti12@gmail.com
NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS WITH RESPECT TO
50" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NOTICE is hereby given that the 50" Annual General Meeting ("AGM”) of the Company
will be held on Tuesday, March 18,2025 at 11.00 a.m at Leather Complex Area, Nellimarla,
Vizianagram District, Andhra Pradesh- 535 217, to transact the business set out in the
Notice of the AGM which will be circulated for convening the AGM. This is in compliance
with the General Circular dated May 5, 2020 read with General Circular dated April 8,
2020, April 13,2020 and subsequent circulars issued in this regard, the latest being 09/
2023 dated September 25, 2023 by Ministry of Corporate Affairs (collectively referred
to as “MCA Circulars”), Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD1/CIR/P/2020/79 dated 12t
May, 2020 read with circular dated January 15,2021, May 13, 2022, January 5, 2023 and
October 7, 2023 issued by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (“SEBI Circulars”)
and relevant provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 and Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015.
The Notice of the AGM along with the Annual Report for the Financial Year 2023-2024
("Annual Report”) is being sent only by electronic mode to those Shareholders whose
email addresses are registered with the Company/ Depository Participants in accordance
with the aforesaid MCA circulars and said SEBI Circulars.
The Notice of the AGM and Annual Report will also be available on the website of the
Company at www.aptl.net.in and websites of BSE Limited i.e. at www.bseindia.com and
also on the website of Central Depositories Services Limited (CDSL)

www.evotingindia.com

The Company is pleased to provide the facility of e-voting to its Shareholders, to enable
them to cast their votes on the resolutions proposed to be passed at the AGM by electronic
means, using remote e-voting system (e-voting from e place other than venue of the
AGM) as well as e-voting during ‘the proceeding of the AGM (collectively referred as
e-voting”). The Company has engaged the services of Central Depositories Services
Limited (CDSL), for providing the e-voting facility to the Shareholders. The instructions
for e-voting are provided in the Notice of the AGM.

Shareholders whose Email IDs are already registered with the Company/ Depository,
may follow the Instructions for e-voting as provided In the Notice of the AGM:
Members who have still not registered their e-mail ID are requested to get their e-mail

ID registered at the earliest as follows:

1. Shares in Physical Mode: Please provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, scanned
copy of the share certificate (front and back), PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by email to M/
s Satellite Corporate Services Private Limited, Registrar and Transfer Agent at
service@satellitecorporate.com / Company at csaptl12@gmail.com ( Kindly
click the following link to download the form: https://www.satellitecorporate.com/
Shares in Dematerialized Mode: please provide Demat account details (CDSL-16
digit beneficiary ID or NSDL-16 digit DPID + CLID), Name, client master or copy of
Consolidated Account statement, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of PAN card),
AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) to M/s Satellite Corporate
Services Private Limited, Registrar and Transfer Agent at

www.kyc@satellitecorporate.com or investorservice@satellitecorporate.com
(investor services/kyc updation) /Company at csaptl12@gmail.com. for sending
the notice through email and also get the details updated in your demat account for

future purpose

In respect of shares held in physical form- to all members, after giving effect to valid
Updation of PAN and other details — As required under SEBI Circulars dated November
3, 2021 and December 14, 2021, the Company has sent individual letters to all the
Members holding shares of the Company in physical form for furnishing their PAN, KYC
and Nomination details. Members holding shares of the Company in physical form are
requested to go through the requirements hosted on the website of the Company at
www.aptl.net.in furnish the requisite details.

For, ANDHRA PRADESH TANNERIES LIMITED

Place: mumbai

Date: February 18, 2025

NARASIMHA REDDI AKKINENI
Wholetime Director
DIN No. 09435476

the age group of 21-65
whose annual family
income of lessthan Rs
2.5 lakh were covered
under the scheme.

However, the
government launched
verification after it
received complaints
about the disbursement
of Rs 1,500 even to
women whose annual
family incomewasin
excess of Rs 2.5
lakh.Besides, they were
possessing a four-
wheeler and paying
income tax.

Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has
recently indicated that
about 10 to 15 lakh
women beneficiaries
would be excluded but
clarified that the
government would not
take back money that
has been paid to them
under the Ladki Bahin
Yojana.

Fadnavis and two
deputy chief ministers
Eknath Shindeand Ajit
Pawar have reiterated that
the government would not
closethe Ladki Bahin
Yojana.

However, the
government has yet to
take adecision on
increasing the monthly
instalment to Rs 2,100
from the present level of
Rs 1,500 by the MahaYuti
initsAssembly poll
manifesto.
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Indian scientists
find common
biomarkers for
early diagnosis of
pancreatic,
glioma cancers

A team of scientists from the
Institute of Nano Science and
Technology (INST), Mohali -- an
autonomousinstitute of the Department
of Science and Technology (DST) --
has identified some common
metabolites of hard to detect pancreatic
and glioma cancers, which can boost
their early diagnosis and lead to better
treatment outcomes.

The team identified metabolites in
exosomes derived from pancreatic
cancer, lung cancer and glioma cancer
cel line, which offerspotentia universa
biomarkers resulting in enhanced
clinical applicability.

“Thisoffersapotential non-invasive
method for early cancer diagnosis as
well as therapeutic strategies for
cancer,” said the researchers in the
paper, published in the journal
Nanoscale.

Aggressive cancers like pancreatic
and gliomacancersoften diagnosed late
and having poor prognoses. Hence
thereisan urgent need for non-invasive,
reliable cancer biomarkers to address
significant gaps in cancer diagnostics
and therapeutics, particularly for
pancreatic and glioma cancers, which
lack early detection methods.

Nano messengers (exosomes) -- as
carriersof tumour-derived metabolites
-- provide a unique opportunity to
explore the tumour microenvironment
(TME), said the team, including
Nandini Bajg and Dr. Deepika Sharma
fromthelnstitute.

The researchers utilised a multi-
technique approach combining
Nanoparticle Tracking Anaysis(NTA),
Electron Microscopy (EM), Western
Blot (WB), Fourier Transformed
Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR),
untargeted Liquid Chromatography-
Tandem Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS/
MS), and Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
(NMR) -- providing a comprehensive
characterisation of exosomes,
surpassing conventional single-method
studies.

The study advances cancer
diagnostics, personalised medicine,
and our understanding of cancer
progression mechanisms. These
metabolites identified highlight
dysregulated pathways in the tumour
microenvironment and also gives
insights on how the cancer progresses
and enables non-invasive and precise
cancer detection and therapeutic
targeting.

The findings can lead to the
development of targeted therapiesthat
can disrupt dysregulated metabolic
pathways in tumours, enhancing
treatment efficacy and potentially
reducing side effects.

(By Ravi Kumar Boppana)
Data Protection Day,
observed globally on
January 28, serves as a
reminder of the critical
importance of privacy and
safeguarding personal data
in an increasingly digital
world. Established in 2006
by the Council of Europe,
the day commemorates the
signing of Convention 108
in 1981, the first legally
binding international treaty
focused on protecting
personal data. Itisacall to
action for individuals,
businesses, and
governments to reflect on
their responsibilities and
take proactive measures to
ensure data security.
Empowering

Individuals to Take
Charge*
In today’s

interconnected era, where
personal information is a
valuable asset, Data
Protection Day emphasizes
the growing need to
educate people about their
digital rights and empower
themto take control of their
data. For individuals, this
means adopting simple yet

effective practices like
reviewing privacy settings
on apps, using strong
passwords, enabling two-
factor authentication, and
staying informed about
cyber threats such as
phishing and malware. The
day encourages everyone
to reassess their online
habits, clean up unused
accounts, and secure
sensitive information to
prevent misuse.

Businesses and Their
Responsibility to Build
Trust”

Businesses play a
crucia role in fostering a
culture of trust and
transparency. Data
Protection Day is an
opportunity for
organizations to conduct
audits, updatetheir privacy
policies, and ensure
compliance with
regulations such as GDPR
and CCPA. Companiescan
also engage  with
employees and customers
by hosting workshops,
sharing educational
resources, or even
launching campaigns to
spread awareness about
safeguarding data. It's a
chance to reaffirm their
commitment to ethical data
practices, ensuring that
personal information is
handled with care and in
accordance with privacy
laws.

The Role of
Governmentsand NGOs"

Governments and non-
governmental
organizations (NGOs) have

Privacy is not a luxury; it’s your right. Protect it today
Data protection starts with awareness—secure your

“In a connected world, safeguarding your data
means safeguarding your future.”

auniqueplatformto engage
the public, especially
through campaigns that
highlight the importance of
privacy and offer practical
tipsfor protecting personal
data. Public seminars,

Data Protection Day: A Glohal
Gall to Safeguard Privacy

and every day.

digital life now.
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school programs, and
social mediainitiativescan
amplify the message,
making data protection a

shared responsibility
across society.
Collaboration with

BSF-BGB talks: India, Bangladesh agree to curb
horder violence, bring down attacks on BSF

New Delhi/Dhaka, Feb
20 (UNI): The border
guarding forces of India
and Bangladesh agreed to
bring down to minimum
incidents of attackson BSF
personnel by Bangladesh-
based trans-border
criminalsand reiterated the
need for synergised efforts
to uphold human rightsand
curb violence on the border.

The Indian delegation
to the talks was headed by
Daljit Singh Chawdhary,
DG BSF, and Bangladesh
delegation was headed by
Major General Mohammad
Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui,
Director General, Border
Guard Bangladesh, theBSF
said in apost on X.

The major agenda
points at the four-day 55th
Director General-level
meeting between the
Border Security Force and
the Border Guard
Bangladesh, held in New
Delhi (Feb 17-20), were:

Fromthe BSF sidewere
prevention against attack/
assault/abuse on BSF
personnel and Indian
civilians by Bangladesh
based criminal s/miscreants,
joint efforts to prevent
trans-border crimes, action
against Indian Insurgent
Groups  (l1Gs) in
Bangladesh, issues related
to border infrastructure,
construction of SRF, joint
efforts for effective
implementation of
Coordinated Border
Management Plan (CBMP),
Confidence Building
Measures (CBM) and other
miscellaneous activities.

From the BGB, the

points were: prevention of
border crimes; border
violation/illegal crossing/
intrusion into Bangladesh
territory by BSF/Indian
police/Indian nationals,
smugglers and miscreants;
killing at border; issues
related to border
infrastructure within 150
yards of IB; establishment
of Effluent Treatment plant
(ETP) for 4 canalscarrying
waste water from Agartala
to Akhaura; border
demarcation, survey and
construction of pillars;
construction work within
150 yardsof IB; river bank
protection works and water
sharing; location of camps
and movement of armed
miscreants inside India;
effectiveimplementation of
CBMP , confidence building
measures and other Misc
activities.Coordinated
Border Management Plan
(CBMP),With a view to
maintain the highest level
of cordial relationsbetween
both the nations, as
envisaged by its present
top leadership, following
decisions were taken by
both the D’sG after detailed
discussions on the agenda
from both sides:*Both
sides appreciated each
other's concerns and
committed to settle these
issues amicably through
continued, constructive
and positive engagements
at al levels. They agreed to
implement the decisions of
the conference at the
ground level intrue spirit.
*On the incidents of
assault/attack on BSF
personnel by Bangladesh

based trans-border
criminal miscreants, both
sides agreed to undertake
combined efforts to bring
down such incidents to
absolute minimum by
increasing coordinated
patrols especially during
late hoursof nightsto early
morninginvulnerableareas
and educating border
population regarding the
sanctity of theInternational
Border.* Reiterating the
need for synergistic efforts
to uphold human rightsand
curb violence on the border,
both sides agreed to work
together with utmost
synergy by enhancing joint
patrolling, vigilance,
intensifying public
awareness program,
undertaking appropriate
socio-economic
development program and
sharing of real-time
information in order to
ensure effective border
management without any
killing on either side. BSF
is already following the
non-lethal policy on Indo-
Bangladesh border.
*Highlighting  the
importance of Coordinated
Border Management Plan
(CBMP) in curbing trans-
border crimes, human
trafficking and illegal
crossing, both sidesagreed
to pursue and share real-
time information and
investigation reports of
traffickers (if any), both
sidesaso assuredtoremain
extravigilant to curb such
crimes and to put all out
efforts to make Indo-
Bangladesh border crime
free. Both sidesal so agreed

to help victims of human
trafficking and to facilitate
their rescue and fastest
rehabilitation as per law of
the land.

*Both sides
appreciated the efforts
taken for strengthening
mutual cooperation
through various agreed-
upon events under CBMP.
Both sides agreed to
continue with all the
bilateral engagements like
coordinated joint patrolling,
games and sports, joint
retreat ceremonies, band
display goodwill visits etc.

Both sides expressed
their satisfaction over the
outcome of the conference
and reiterated their
commitments to work
jointly for maintaining
peaceand tranquillity at the
border. They provisionally
agreed to hold the next DG
level conferencein Dhaka,
Bangladesh at a suitable
time in the month of July
2025.The highest-level
talks between the Border
Security Force India and
Border Guard Bangladesh
areheld twice every year —
once each in India and
Bangladesh, which
facilitates both the border
guarding forces to
establish robust systems
through  which co-
operation in Border
Guarding and Border
Management is ensured.

India and Bangladesh
share a civilizational and
cultural heritage and host
of factorsthat span virtually
the entire spectrum of
interaction that is possible
for neighbors to have.

Forward"

Data breaches and
cyberattacks remain a
pressing concern, with
millions of individuals
affected each year. Thisday
serves asareminder of the
potential consequences of
mishandling data, from
identity theft to reputational
damage, and highlightsthe
urgency of adapting to
emerging threats in the
digital landscape. By taking
simple yet meaningful
steps, individuals and
organizations can
significantly reduce their
risk and contributeto asafer
digital environment.”

A Shared
Responsihility for a Secure
Future

Ultimately, Data
Protection Day is not just
about protecting data—it's
about preserving trust,
fostering accountability,
and ensuring that
privacy remains a
fundamental right in a
rapidly evolving
technological world. Itis
a day to take action,
spread awareness, and
advocate for stronger
policies that uphold the
principles of security and
respect for personal.

(The author is a senior
journalist and media
consultant, who previously
served as the Chief Public
Relations Officer to
governor at the Andhra
Pradesh Ragj Bhavan and
media liaison officer to
speaker at the AP
LegidativeAssembly.)

Delhi cabinet
approves Ayushman

Bharat scheme and
14 CAG reporis

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI) Delhi'sBJPgovernment inits
first cabinet meeting on Thursday approved the Ayushman
Bharat schemewith atop up of Rs5lakhsand 14 pending
CAG reports, which the new regime has promised to table
in the first seating of the Assembly.

The cabinet meeting was chaired by Rekha Gupta after
she took oath as the 4th women chief minister of Delhi.
The meeting was attended by the six cabinet ministers.

Speaking after the meeting, Gupta said "During the
cabinet meeting, we took two big decisions. The
Ayushman Bharat Yojana, whose implementation had
been held back by the previous government, will be
implemented in Delhi with atop-up of Rs5 lakh fromthe
state government”.

"PM Narendra Modi had announced the scheme for
the whole nation, but Delhi could not get its benefits
because of the AAPR. Thiswill be done at the earliest after
the formalities are completed" she added.

She also assured that her government will fulfill its
promiseof providing 72,500 monthly assistance to women
and added that the AAP would be held accountable for
itsactions during itsrule.

"Thefirst instalment of the monthly support would be
credited to eligible women’s accounts by March 8" said
Gupta.

Guptaalso alocated Portfoliosto her cabinet ministers.
She has kept the General Administration Department
(GAD), Women and Child Development (WCD), Land and
Building, Information and Publicity (I1& P), Administrative
Reforms, Planning, Vigilance, and Finance.

Ashish Sood will bein charge of Home, Power, Urban
Devel opment, Education & Higher Education and Training
& Technical Education departments. while Parvesh Verma
will be responsible for the Public Works Department
(PWD) and thelrrigation and Flood Control Department,
which istasked with the cleanup of the Yamuna River.

Industries, Food and Supplies, Environment, and
Forestry hasbeen allotted to Manjinder Singh Sirsa, while
Social Welfare and Welfare for Scheduled Castes/
Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST) has gone to Ravinder Indrgj
Singh.

Kapil Mishrawill be the incharge of Law & Justice,
Labour Department, Employment Department,
Development, Art & Culture, Language Department,
Tourism Department.

international stakeholders
further reinforcesthe global
nature of data security
challenges and the need for
unified solutions.”

The Cost of Data
Breaches and the Path
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Use a night
cream for

Bettetr

_
JJ\QU,

Night creams work
wonders on your
skin while you

sleep... read on to
find out more

Skin is the most important part of
one's body. And it is the most
essential part of one's beauty as
well. If your skin looks fresh and
radiant, there is little that you need
to do after that. And in the rush to
look younger and slow down the
process of ageing, night creams
have come as a blessing to women
who want to keep themselves
beautiful.

So how do these night creams
work? And are they any good?
Better than day creams? These are
the normal questions that arise in a
person's mind. But let me tell you,
night creams are very good. They
repair and moisturise your skin.
These are called night creams
because you apply them before you
go to sleep and when you wake up,
viola! You find your skin refreshing
and the complexion soft and rosy.
This is because the elements used in
night creams remove all the dull and
dead skin while you sleep. The night
creams are thicker as compared to
the ordinary moisturisers. Hence,
they penetrate deep inside the skin
and moisturise it. And the vitamins
and snit-ageing components help
your skin look younger, wrinkle-
free.

Also, when you are sleeping, the
deep-breathing helps your skin
produce new cells, which also helps
in looking younger. But remember;
don't apply the night cream on your
upper lids of your eyes before
sleeping or else you will wake up
with puffy lids. So use the night
creams and wake up to find a soft
and supple skin and feel refreshed.

It's certainly hot and while you're watching your
diet and eating right, also ensure you take care of
your hair, which faces damage due to the heat. A
hair spa can take care of that. Importantly, it
seeks to normalise oil secretions due to sweating.
Of course, one can go in for a hair spa for tired-
out hair during any season, but with the hair
losing its moisture and sheen during the summer,
the treatment is especially a boon. Agrees beauty
expert, Nisha Jhaveri. "Sun damage does have an
adverse effect on the hair, leaving it dehydrated.

Whv you should try a

But as people are constantly highlighting and
streaking their hair, it makes the hair very brittle.
So, I'd advise a hair spa at least once a week at any
time," she says.

What is the treatment about?

If you're going in for a hair spa, the therapist
would first take a look at what kind of hair you
have, its quality, etc. You are then offered suitable
remedies and packs. Some spas also have a
protein treatment for hair. Says Jhaveri, "The idea
is to rejuvenate and protect the hair. A serum is

mixed with the conditioner onto the hair. I
recommend using argan oil, which is very
beneficial and can penetrate the hair shaft and
restore moisture. After oiling and shampoo, a
deep-conditioning mask or pack made with
natural ingredients is applied to the hair and
massaged well.

5 steps to a home hair spa

air spa

IS suminmnier

Treatments using
exotic oils and
pastes can be a boon
for thinning, heated
tresses this time of

A hair spa 1s not just about pampering the hair
with a massage. It also provides nutrients to the
hair, with a variety of packs. The four essentials
are: Oil massage, shampoo, mask and
conditioner.

1. Massage your scalp: This is the first step to
start a hair treatment at home. Warn some
coconut oil or olive oil. Massage your head
with this. This increases blood circulation and
boosts hair growth.

2. Steam the hair: Dip a towel in warm water
and squeeze the excess water out. Wrap the
towel around the hair. This allows the oil to
penetrate deep into the scalp. Do this for about
5-six minutes.

3. Wash your hair: Now, wash the hair with a
mild shampoo. Use only cold water as hot

~ water is harmful to the hairroots.

4. Apply conditioner: Post the shampooing, use
a conditioner. You can also use the water of tea
leaves to which a few drops of lime juice has
been added. Or try a paste of grated beetroot to
which hibiscus powder has been added. The
hibiscus flower powder is a great base and is
rich in iron and other vitamins. Rinse it off after
half an hour with just warm water and no
shampoo.

5. Lastly, a hair mask: The last step is crucial as
it seals in the nourishment. Try making this
mask at home. In a bowl, mix two eggs, honey
and some coconut oil. You can add a ripe

the year

banana to this — banana is a softener. You can
also use olive oil instead of coconut oil. Leave
the mask on for 20 minutes, then rinse with a
mild shampoo.

Try these hair masks

Avocado mask

Make a mix of 1 avocado, 1 egg and a little
lemon juice. Apply this concoction to wet hair
and leave on for 15 minutes. Rinse and wash.
Banana-almond mask

Mash up a banana and add a few drops of
almond oil to this. Mix well and massage this
on the hair. Allow it to remain for about 20
minutes, then rinse and wash hair. Gives
softness to the hair.

Honey de-frizzing mask

Take halfa cup of honey and yogurt. Add halfa
teaspoon of almond oil to it. Mix and add to the
hair. Wash off.

Pumpkin booster

Blend a cup of cooked and diced pumpkin, half
a tablespoon of coconut or almond oil, a
teaspoon of yogurt and one teaspoon of honey.
Apply on the hair and leave for 20 minutes.
Rinse off. As pumpkin is a source of vitamin A
and potassium, it calms the scalp and promotes
hair growth.

Sign #1
Your hairstyle hasn't changed since ages

You have evolved through the years and

so has your sense of fashion but not your
hairstyle. It's high time you altered that

too. Hairstylist Savio Pereira suggests

you to get inspired by collecting images

of cuts and styles you wish to have. Hurry

and schedule an appointment!

Sign #2

You look older than you really are

Even though you might humbly grace
greying, often when the grey strands are
visible at a young age, you tend to look |
older than you are. Consider a colour change |
or head in to shorten the length of your hair to
look chic as they age.

Sign #3 l
Your hair has no volume

With the increasing level of pollution and
almost no time to oil and nourish your hair
every week, the hair starts losing out on volume.
"When you feel your hair is flat on the crown and
has no movement even after a blow dry itistime
for you to go in for a new hairstyle," says Sylvia
Chen hairstylist. Ahaircut with added layers will
retain the length and will inject life and energy to
your hair.

Sign #4

Your hair colour has begun to fade out

You are planning to go for a party and you notice
that your hair colour has begun to fade out, and
you don't want people to start noticing the little
strands of grey hair. Head to a salon straight
away and ask your hairstylist for a new look.
Add deeper, warmer streaks using peroxide and
ammonia-free shades in burgundy and
mahogany to add loads of dimension without
damaging your hair.Sign #5

No one compliments your long-black-
straight-hair

You'd had people complimenting your long
straight hair 5 years back. But now no one
notices it! Turn heads by a simple twist to your
present hairstyle. Hairstylists recommend
setting your strands on hot rollers. Of all the
styling tools, the hot rollers produce the sexiest
and the softest waves.

Sign #6

You are bored with your current hairstyle

10 signs you need a hair

akeover

It usually takes a jolt to do anvything that
would fundamentally change our look. But it's

worth it. If no one has given vou a second

olance in a while and vou are tired of tving the

same boring ponvtail, it's time for a snip...

Limp and
dull hair

You might
like the
length of
your hair
and be quite
happy with
y o u r
hairstyle,
but often
the hair
becomes
dull and
boring.
Chen

A most common one though, you should not
overlook this. The moment you feel that you've
had enough of the present look; you should
straight away head in for a hair make-over. Browse
through some of the fashion portals, the fashion
weeks and choose the one you think you look best.
Do not be wary of trying out bold haircuts, they are
in this season!

Sign #7

explains,
"The hair needs a cut or a trim every three to
four months. Though the hair is growing
constantly, however due to regular use of
styling products or wash and external factors
like exposure to sun, air and dust, the hair
develops split ends and becomes dull and limp
and loses its texture. This is the time you
should go in for a haircut or a hair make-over."

Sign #8

‘When your partner says 'you still look the
same'

When your partner says 'you still look the same,'
he is not referring to your overall look always.
He is looking for a change in your hairstyle too!
Ask your hair expert to give you an interesting
look to surprise him when you get back home.
Pereira says, "If you have long hair, you could
opt for layers and shorten your hair upto your
shoulders and if you have medium-length, you
could go in for a flared bob."

Sign #9

You wouldn't want your hair to look like a
lizard's tail! Chen says, "You can add some
layers and locks to your mane to wear them
down." If you do not want to shorten the length
of your hair, you can always add layers or bangs
to add more volume to your hair. This will help
you can wear them in any way you want to and
nottie them up all the time.

Sign #10

You fail miserably every time you try to style
your hair

If styling your hair takes more than 15-20
minutes, then your cut is clearly not making the
most of your texture. In this case, ask your stylist
to give you a hair cut or style that is easy to
maintain and can be styled in just five to 10
minutes.

Going to beauty parlours is not
always a viable option due to time
and financial constraints. However,
we still look forward to healthy and
glowing skin. Here are some quick
home remedies anyone can follow

ageless skin also means numerous

and lotions to look picture perfect.

Treat your skin to oatmeal,almonds

of lemon juice and a drizzle of honey.

almonds and soak in cold water
overnight. Crush them in the morning
and add it to 20 ml of honey. Rub the
concoction to your face for about 30
minutes. Rinse off with cold water to

Everybody desires to have fair and
flawless skin like Kareena Kapoor
and Katrina Kaif. Television
advertisements and tips garnered
from the internet tell us we ought to
drink gallons of water and use
endless varieties of creams, soaps
and facc washes. Instinctively, we
also know maintaining a beautiful,

visits to the parlours and emptying out
of our hard-earned cash on various
beautification regimes.

But for many ofus this is not an option.
A more viable alternative to have an
enviable skin tone is right inside your
kitchen cabinets itself. Skin specialist
Keertana Mohan, gives a few tips on
how to prepare your own skin creams

- Add oatmeal to a mixture of curd
and tomato and apply it on your face.
Wait till it dries. Wash off. Repeat
twice a week to de-tan your face. -
Keep raw potato slices to remove
blemishes and scars on the face. Keep
repeating the process till you achieve
the desired result. - Take one spoon of
milk powder and to it add a teaspoon

When it becomes a homogenous
mixture, add some almond oil and mix
it thoroughly again. Apply this mix on
your face and rinse it out after 20
minutes. - Take one tomato and crush
it to a pulp in a blender, to it add 6
drops of lemon juice. Apply the pulp
on your face for about 20 minutes to
achieve an instantaneous glow and
lightens skin as well. - Take some

reveal fresher, glowing skin. - Take
dried orange peels and crush it to
powder. Add this to milk and apply the
paste on your face. It must be used
regularly for whiter skin.

"Apart from this, consuming fruits and
raw vegetables are always beneficial,
to maintain your skin's healthy glow,"
says Mohan.
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India heat Bangladesh hy 6 wickets

Dubai, Feb20 (UNI) : A
scintillating century from
Shubman Gill and a five-
wicket haul by Mohammed
Shami propelled Indiato a
clinical six-wicket victory
over Bangladesh in their
ICC Champions Trophy
2025 opener at the Dubai
International  Cricket
Stadium on Thursday.

India space attack made
an immediate impact, with
Shami dismantling
Bangladesh’s top order in
a devastating spell.
Debutant Harshit Rana
complemented him well,
ensuring Bangladesh
recled at 35/5insidethefirst
10 overs—one of theworst
powerplay collapses in
Champions Trophy
history.Axar Patel further
dented Bangladesh’'s
innings with a double

AFG spin
battles SA
batting
power in CT
opener

Karachi, Feb 20 (UNI):
A thrilling contest ison
the cards as Afghanistan's
spin-heavy attack
prepares to take on South
Africasformidable
batting lineup intheir
opening match of the 2025
| CC Champions Trophy
here on Friday.

The match, scheduled
to commenceat 2:30 PM
IST, will be played under
hot and dry conditions,
with temperatures
hovering around 30°C.

Afghanistan enters the
contest with aformidable
spin-heavy bowling
attack, spearheaded by
Rashid Khan. Whiletheir
bowling unit remainstheir
strength, their batting
lineup will need to step up
in conditions that are
expected to favour
batsmen. The team faces
added pressure as
Pakistani pitches
traditionally support high-
scoring encounters.

Rashid Khan remains
Afghanistan’s key
weapon, with his
mesmerising spin
expected to beamajor
factor inthegame. If he
can break through South
Africa'stop order,
Afghanistan’s chances of
an upset increase
significantly.

South Africa, despite
being a consistent force in
internationa cricket,
continues its quest for an
elusivelCCtitle. The
Proteas suffered
heartbreak inthe 2024 T20
World Cup final against
Indiaand wereeliminated
in the group stage of the
2017 Champions Trophy
dueto rain-affected
matches.With a power-
packed batting lineup,
they will look to dominate
Afghanistan’s bowlers
and make a strong start to
their campaign. Heinrich
Klaasen, known for his
six-hitting ability, isa
player to watch, with bets
favouring him to hit the
most sixesin the
encounter.While
Afghanistan’s bowling
attack poses a significant
threat, the batting-friendly
conditionsin Karachi are
expected to favour South
Africa's deep and
experienced batting order.
Experts give the Proteas
the upper hand, predicting
them to emerge victorious
in this highly anticipated
clash.

strike, removing Tanzid
Hasan and Mushfiqur
Rahim off successive
deliveries.

However, Towhid
Hridoy produced aresilient
counterattack, forging a
record 152-run partnership
for the sixth wicket with
Jaker Ali. Hridoy’'s
unbeaten 100* off 118 balls
(6 fours, 2 sixes) not only
salvaged Bangladesh’s
innings but also made him
only the ninth player to
score a century on his
Champions Trophy debut
and the second
Bangladeshi after Tamim
Igba (128 vsEngland, 2017)
to achieve the feat.

Despitetheir fightback,
Bangladesh were bowled
out for 228 in 49.4 overs,
with Shami finishing with
figures of 5/53—India’s

second-best in Champions
Trophy history, behind
Ravindra Jadeja’s 5/36 in
2013.Chasing a modest
target, Indiamade a steady
start with skipper Rohit
Sharma scoring a brisk 41
off 36 ballsbeforefaling to
Taskin Ahmed. Shubman
Gill then took centre stage,
constructing a masterful
innings despiteaslow start.
His eighth ODI century,
achieved in 125 balls, was
among thedowest for India
in recent years but
underlined histemperament
and class. Notably, Gill
surpassed the likes of
Shikhar Dhawan, Virat
Kohli, and Sachin Tendulkar
as the fastest Indian to
reach eight ODI centuries.
India faced a brief
wobblewithVirat Kohli (22
off 38) and Shreyaslyer (15

off 17) falling cheaply,
allowing Bangladesh abrief
glimmer of hope. Rishad
Hossain provided acrucial
breakthrough by
dismissing Kohli and Axar
Patel, but the dropped catch
of KL Rahul by Jaker Ali
proved costly for
Bangladesh.

Rahul ensured India's
victory with an unbeaten
41, finishing the chase in
stylewith atowering six off
Tanzim Hasan Sakib in the
47th over. India reached
231/4in46.3 overs, sealing
a six-wicket triumph and
making an emphatic start to
their campaign. With this
dominant win, India have
set the tone for their
Champions Trophy
campagnandwill amtocarry
forward their momentum in
the upcoming fixtures.

Mbappe hat-trick goals defeats
Man City in knockout play-off

Madrid, Feb 20 (UNI) :
Manchester City's
Champions League
campaign came to a tame
conclusion at the Bernabeu
as Kylian Mbappe's
brilliant hat-trick inspired
holders Real Madrid to a
comfortable victory and
placeinthelast 16.

Pep Guardiola's side
were attempting to reverse
a3-2 deficit from the play-
off first leg, but this contest
was effectively over after
four minutes when
Mbappe's precise lob from
Raul Asencio's pass
increased their advantage,
the BBC reported.

City, with ErlingHaaland
only fit enough for the
bench, saw their plight
worsen moments after
Mbappe's opener when
they lost defender John
Stones to injury.

And City's earliest
Champions League exit
since they failed to get out
of the group in 2012-13
edged closer when Mbappe
showed brilliant close
control to wrong-foot Josko
Gvardiol before beating
Ederson after 33 minutes.

The France forward's
third came just after the
hour with alow shot as City
subsided, barely laying a

Former cricketer and one of the ambassadors of 1C

glove on Real al night as
they were outclassed.

City pulled agoal back
when Nico Gonzalez turned
in hisfirst goal for the club
after Omar Marmoush's
free-kick hit the bar, but it
was no consolation on a
desperate night for the
reigning Premier League
champions.

It was a chastening
experience for Guardiola,
whose discomfort was
particularly relished by
Real's fans because of his
old Barcelona allegiances,
ashefacesamammoth task
to rebuild and restore City
to Europe'stop table.
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C Champions Trophy 2025 Shikhar

Dhawan before the start of the One Day International (ODI) cricket match of the
tournament, between Indiaand Bangladesh, in Dubai, UAE.

Rohit second
fastest to

11,000 ODI runs

Dubai, Feb 20 (UNI) :
Indiacaptain Rohit Sharma
etched his name in the
record books by becoming
the second fastest batsman
toreach 11,000 runsin One-
Day Internationals (ODIs)
in terms of innings. He
achieved the milestone in
his261st inningsduring the
ongoing match against
Bangladesh.With this feat,
Rohit trailsonly Virat Kohli,
who reached the mark in
222 innings. He also
outpaced legendary
batsmen Sachin Tendulkar
(276 innings), Sourav
Ganguly (288), and Ricky
Ponting (286).Rohit became
only the fourth Indian and
the 10th player in theworld
to cross the 11,000-run
mark in ODIs. Thelandmark
moment came when he
lofted aM ustafizur Rahman
delivery over mid-on for
four runs, despite the ball
coming off thethick inside
half of hisbat.

The India skipper’s
latest achievement adds to
his illustrious career,
reinforcing his stature as
one of thefinest white-ball
batsmen of the modern era.

Pakistan
penalised for

slow over-rate

Karachi, Feb 20 (UNI):
The hosts have been
fined five percent of their
match feefor maintaining
aslow over rate during
the Tournament’s opening
gameinKarachi.

Following their defeat
inthel CC Champions
Trophy 2025 opener
against Black Caps,
Pakistan have been
handed a slow over-rate
fine, after being found one
over short of the target
after timeallowanceswere
taken into consideration,
accordingtoan ICC media
release.

Whileon-field umpires
Richard K ettleborough
and Sharfuddoula, third
umpire Joel Wilson and
fourth umpire Alex
Wharf levelled the
charge, Match referee
Andy Pycroft imposed
the sanction - five
percent of match fee
deducted.

Pakistan skipper
Mohammad Rizwan
pleaded guilty to the
offencewith noformal
hearing required
thereafter.

Vidarbha's Yash Rathod cel ebrates his century during the fourth day of the Ranji Trophy
semi-final cricket match between Mumbai and Vidarbha, at VCA stadium in Nagpur,
Maharashtra on Thursday.

Dubai, Feb 20 (UNI) :
Virat Kohli has equalled
former India captain
Mohammad Azharuddin’s
long-standing record for
the most catches as a
fielder for Indiain One-Day
Internationals (ODIs).

Kohli equalled Azhar's
record in the Champions
Trophy match against
Bangladesh in Dubai on
Thursday.

Kohli and Azharuddin
now share thetop spot with
156 catches each,
surpassing the legendary
Sachin Tendulkar, who held
140 catches in his ODI
career.Rahul Dravid

occupies the fourth
position with 124 catches,
while Suresh Raina, known
for his agility in the field,
completesthetop fivewith
102 catches.Meanwhile,
India’s pace spearhead
Mohammed Shami has
etched his name in history
by becoming the joint-
second fastest bowler to
take 200 ODI wickets. He
achievedthefeat injust 104

matches, matching
Pakistan’s Saglain
Mushtaq. Australia’s

Mitchell Starc holds the
record, having reached the
milestonein 102 ODIs.

In terms of the fewest

balls bowled to claim 200
wickets, Shami leads the
charts, having
accomplished the feat in
just 5,126 deliveries. Starc
follows closely with 5,240
balls, while Saglain
Mushtaq (5,451), Brett Lee
(5,640), and Trent Boult
(5,783) complete the top
five.Shami’s achievement
underscores his efficiency
as a strike bowler,
reaffirming his status as
one of the most lethal
pacers in modern-day
cricket. Hisexploitswill be
crucid for Indiaasthey gear
up for upcoming
international assignments.

Liverpool draw game with Aston
Villa, leads points table

Birmingham, Feb 20
(UNI) : Liverpool moved
eight pointsclear at thetop
of the Premier L eague after
being held to a gripping
draw by Aston Villa.

The Reds have not lost
inthe Premier Leaguesince
being beaten 1-0 by
Nottingham Forest at
Anfield in September but
were almost undone by
sloppy defending and a
lack of cutting edge.

Youri Tielemans and
OllieWatkins cancelled out
Mohamed Salah's 29th-
minute opener, before Trent
Alexander-Arnoldlevelled
16 minutes after the break,
the BBC reported.

Having extended their
lead over second-placed

Mohammed Shami highlights comeback
struggles ahead of Champions Trophy return

Dubai, Feb 20 (UNI)
Indiapacer Mohammed
Shami who was out of
action for over ayear due
to an ankleinjury suffered
during the ICC Men's
Cricket World Cupin2023,
talked about how tough
his comeback to
international cricket has
been and what lies ahead
inthefuture.

The Indiafast-bowler
has revealed there were
times when he thought his
international career was
over and he would never
get another opportunity
to represent his country,
accordingtoan |CC media
release here on Thursday.

Shami injured hisankle
during the ICC Men's
Cricket World Cupin 2023
and then was sidelined for
almost ayear as he battled
with self-doubt and a
strict rehabilitation
process in an attempt to

prolong his aready
distinguished career.

The 34-year-old did
make a successful return
when featuring in four
white-ball fixturesfor
Indiaagainst England
across the last month and
isnow set to push his
comeback even further
when he turns out for his
country intheir ICC
Champions Trophy 2025
opener against
Bangladesh in Dubai on
Thursday.It has been a
long road back to the big
stage for Shami and the
talented right-armer said
there weretimeswhen he
thought he may never
makeit back at al."From
being in great form during
the World Cup to
suddenly finding myself
on the operating table
fromthat formto being
injured was really tough,"
Shami told the |ICC."My

first question to the
doctor was 'how many
days until | can be back
onthefield'. Hesaid my
priority isto get you to
walk, then jog and then
run and thinking about
playing competitive
cricket isstill adistant
goal."l alwayswondered
when | would be able to
put my feet on the ground
again someonewho is
used to running on the
field constantly was now
in crutches."A lot of
thoughts used to run
through my mind. Will | be
abletodoitagain?Will |
be able to walk without a
limp?'For thefirst two
months | often doubted
whether | would be ableto
play againasaninjury like
thisfollowed by a14-
month break can pull you
down." Shami paid tribute
totherolehisfamily
played during his

rehabilitation and said the
BCCI had been very
supportive of him
throughout the process.

It was the desire to
once again represent India
on the big stage that
drove Shami during the
tough times and gave him
the strength to push
through the pain barrier.

"After 60 dayswhen
they asked meto put my
feet on the ground, you
won't believeme, but |
have ever been more
scared to put my foot on
the ground,” Shami said.

"Itfeltlikel was
starting over, like atoddler
learning how towalk and |
was worried about any
complications.

"Courage and passion
to play for the country are
the biggest motivators
and the desire to wear the
India badge on my chest
kept me going.

"You endure the pain
and takeit one step at a
timewithout complaintsor
bitterness.

"The passion for
representing my country
has brought me thisfar.

"It was tough and
there was pain, but with
resilience and patience |
made it through."

And now that Shami
has made a successful
return, he wants to
prolong his career and
continue to represent
Indiafor aslong as his
body alows."My
motivation has always
been to serve my country
for as long as possible,”
Shami added.”Because
once you step away you
arejust like anyone else.

"Today, by the grace
of god, | am playing for
Indiaagain and feeling
much better," he
concluded.

Arsenal,ArneSlot'ssidego
to Manchester City on
Sunday in what could now
be a defining week in the
titlerace.

The Gunners host West
Ham on Saturday knowing
victory, and a defeat for
Liverpool at Etihad
Stadium, would put them
within striking distance of
the leaders with agame in
hand.

Villa, with Marcus
Rashford starting for the
first time, remain in ninth
place and five points adrift
of the top four.

Rashford wasbright for
the hosts and his cross was
turned into his own net by
Virgil van Dijk after 17
minutes, only for the
forward to be correctly

ruled offside.

Salah then miscued a
header, but he was on hand
to open the scoring from
Diogo Jota's centre when
AndresGarciasawful pass
gifted the Portuguese

forwardtheball.
Yet the lead lasted just
nine minutes when

Tielemans struck after the
visitors failed to clear
Rashford'sfree-kick.

After Jotawasted afine
chance, Watkins nodded
Villa ahead in first-half
injury timefollowing afine
Lucas Digne cross.

Liverpool hit back,
though, with Jota hitting
thebar before Salah teed up
Alexander-Arnold for a
deflected low effort that
beat Emi Martinez.

Japan reaches AFC U20
Asian Cup quarterfinals

Shenzhen, Feb. 20 (UNI) Japan secured the last ticket
intheAFC U20Asian Cup quarterfinalsafter drawing 1-1
with South Korea in the third round of Group D here on

Thursday.

Soma Kanda opened the scoring for Japan in the 28th
minute, only for substitute Kim Tae-won to find the
equalizer for South Koreain the 91st minute.

South Korea topped the group with seven points and
will meet defending champions Uzbekistan in the
quarterfinals, while Japan will face Iran.Inthe other match,
Thanawut Phochai scored in the 73rd and 81st minute as
Thailand camefrom two-goal behindto tie Syria2-2.
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9 Employees of Western Railway

A

Mr Ashok Kumar Misra- General Manager of Western Railway is seen along with Principal Head of Departmentsan
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therecipientsof GM’s Safety Award.

Felicited with GM's Safety Award
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(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 20 : Mr
Ashok Kumar Misra -
General Manager of
Western Railway felicitated
09 employees at WR
Headquarters, Mumbai for
their outstanding work
whichresulted in safetrain
working. These employees
were awarded in
appreciation of their
alertness in duty and
contribution  towards

averting untoward
incidents, during the month
of January, 2025 and
thereby ensuring the safety
of train operations. Out of
the 09 employees, 03 are
from VadodaraDivision, 02
each are from Ahmedabad
& Ratlam Division, while01
each are from Mumbai
Central & Rajkot Division.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of

Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek, Shri
Misra appreciated the
alertness of the staff who
were being awarded and
mentioned that they are
exemplary role models for
everyone to emulate. The
employees showed their
great zeal and commitment
towards safe running of
trains in various areas of
safety such as detection of
rail & track fracture, brake

Facility of advance booking of
unreserved tickets over non -
Suburban section : Western Railway

Advance Ticketing Facility to Ease Travel during Peak Seasons

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 20 :
Western Railway is
committed to providing
convenient and hassle-free
travel experiences to its
passengers. In this
direction, Railways is
providing passengers with
the facility to book
unreserved tickets up to
three days in advance
(excludingtheday of travel)
for journeys exceeding 200
km in the non-suburban
section. This facility is
availableat all Unreserved
Ticketing System (UTS)
counters, ensuring
convenience and ease of
ticketing for passengers.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr
Vineet Abhishek, this
initiativeaimsto reducethe
rush and queues at ticket
counters, particularly
during peak travel seasons
such as Holi, Diwali,
Summer/Winter vacations,
Christmas and other
holidays. Western Railway
urges passengers to take
advantage of this advance
booking facility to avoid
last-minute rush at UTS
booking windows and
enjoy ahasse-freejourney.

Mr Vineet informed that
many passengers are still

Strict action against the
miscreants indulging in acts
of destruction to railway
property at Madhubani Stn.

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Hyderabad, Feb 20 : A special team of RPF constituted
to identify the culprits. Railway appeals passengers to
refrain from any act of damaging railway property. On 10th
February 2025, unruly passengersdamaged the 73 glasswindows
of AC Coaches of Train Number 12561 Swatantrata Senani
Bxpress(Ex. Jaynagar- New Delhi) a Madhubani Railway Station
and crested a panic and chaos amongst the railway passengers.

In response to this act of vandalism, the Railway
Protection Force (RPF), East Central Railway took swift
action by registering a case under Sections 145(b), 146,
153 & 174(a) of the RailwaysAct vide CrimeNo. 168/2025.

A special team of RPF was constituted to identify the
culprits. During enquiry by the special team, information
was gathered from sources and through technical evidence
resulting inidentification and arrest of ajuvenile, who was
found to beinvolved in theincident. He has confessed his
involvement in the incident and expressed remorse. The
enquiry into the caseisactively under progressto identify
and apprehend other individualsinvolved in other similar
incidents of vandalism. RPF is committed to take strict
action against the miscreants indulging in acts of
destruction/ damage to railway property.

Railway property is a national asset, and any act of
damaging railway property is illegal. RPF has made
necessary security in coordination with the State
Government and GRP authoritiesto ensure the safety and
security of passengers and protect railway infrastructure.

While ensuring security to the Passengers with utmost
commitment, the RPF is also committed to taking strict
action against those involved in such unlawful activities.

We urgethe public to refrain from engaging in unlawful
activities and acts which jeopardize public safety.

unaware of this convenient
provision, and Western
Railway is making
continuous efforts to
spread awareness about
the same. This facility is
especially beneficial for
passengers traveling long
distances, asit allowsthem
to plan their journeys and
also purchase tickets in
advance. It will bring relief
to passengers during peak
travel seasons.

Passengers are
encouraged to plan their
journeys well in advance
and make use of thisfacility
for a smooth, stress-free,
and comfortable travel
experience.

MoD signs
Rs 697 crore
contracts for

procurement of
RTFLT for Armed

Forces

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
The Defence Ministry has
signed contracts with ACE
Limited and JCB India
Limited for procurement of
1868 Rough Terrain Fork
Lift Trucks (RTFLT) worth
Rs 697.35 crore for Indian
Army, IndianAir Forceand
Indian Navy.

These contracts were
signed in presence of
Defence Secretary R K
Singh, a Defence Ministry
statement said here on
Thursday.

Rough Terrain Fork Lift
Truck (RTFLT) isacritical
equipment which will
assist in various combat
and logistics support
tasks by avoiding manual
handling of enormous
number of stores, thus
enhancing the
operational effectiveness
of the armed forces.

This project has
immense potential of direct
and indirect employment
generation by encouraging
MSME sector through
component’s
manufacturing.

binding or dangling objects
inpassing train, application
of emergency brakes to
save untoward incidents,
save human life,
extinguishing the smoke
detected in coaches,
etc.Western Railway is
proud of all the awardee
employees who with their
prompt action and alertness
helped to avert the
possihility of any untoward
incidence.

Central Railway’s Ticket Checking Campaign in
AC locals-81,709 persons detected and
penalised on AC locals for travelling without
proper tickets and Rs.2.70 crore recovered

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 20 : The
Suburban Railway System
of Mumbai, one of itskind
in the world and the most
unique railway system
transporting millions of
commutersto every corner
of the city, aptly known as
theLifeline of the City.
Mumbai  Suburban
Network of Central Railway
carries approx. 3.9 million
passengers every day
through its 1810 services
daily. Central Railway runs
66 AC local services daily
carrying approximately
76,836 passengers per day.
Central Railway’s
Mumbai division conducts
frequent special ticket
checking drives in AC
locals and at stations to
curb cases of irregular
travelling and ensure the
safety and comfort of
bonafide passengers.

These special checks not
only help detect & penalise
passengers travelling with
irregular tickets, but also
makes a huge impact in
deterring others from
travelling ticketless.

Duringthefinancid year
2024-25 (up to January
2025),Mumbai Division's
Ticket checking teamshave
detected and penalised
81,709 cases of irregular
travel in AC locals and
recovered an amount of
Rs.2.70 crore as penalty.

“In comparison the
amount realised as penalty
during the corresponding
period last FY wasRs.1.19
crore from 35,885 cases of
irregular travel which is a
whooping increase of
amost 127%.

During the month of
January-2025, an amount of
Rs.27.82 lakhswasrealised
from 8,535 casesof irregular

travel as against Rs.11.83
lakhs from 3,511 cases
during January-2024. This
isanincreaseof 135.05%in
revenueand 143.09% in no

of cases.
In December the
number of persons

detected travelling without
proper ticketswere9,134in
December-2024, 9,698 in
November-2024 and 11,532
in October 2024.

“Anamount of Rs.29.56
lakhs was realised as
penalty in December 2024,
Rs.31.84lakhsin November
and Rs.37.45 lakhs in
October 2024

““To further enhance
the travel experience of
passengers and curb
irregular travel inAC locals,
Central Railway's Mumbai
Division has launched
several initiatives,
including:

““o A dedicated AC

Task Force in suburban

trains

oo A Whatsapp
complaint number
(7208819987) for assistance
during peak hours

oo A Special

Monitoring Team to
oversee issues of irregular
travel“ It may be noted that
the dedicated number is
only for messaging the
issue on the given number
and that no phone callscan
be made on the same.

““Central Railway is
committed to work
tirelessly to prevent
irregular travel and ensure
a safe and comfortable
travel experience to its
passengers.

““Central Railway
appealstoits passengersto
travel with dignity by
purchasing proper and valid
raillway tickets in order to
avoid inconvenience.

Indian Railways taking Strict action against
miscreants indulging in the acts of vandalism and
fdestructionto railway propertyinall such cases

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Feb 20 : On
10th February 2025, some
unruly passengers
damaged 73 glasswindows
of AC Coaches of Train
Number 12561 Swatantrata
Senani Express (Ex.
Jaynagar- New Delhi) at
Madhubani Railway
Station. This created a
panic and chaos amongst
the railway passengers.
Miscreantstook advantage
of the fact that there was
no RPF or GRP post at
Madhubani. After
committing the act of
causing damage to
Railways property, the
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(Sandard Post Bureau)

Visakhapatnam, Feb 20
: Divisona Railway
Manager of East Coast
Railway Shri Manoj
Kumar Sahooled a
comprehensive inspection
of key railway facilitiesin
Naupada- Para akhemundi
section and safety
inspection, accompanied
by senior officialsfrom
ECoR headquarters and
the division today
(20.02.2025).

The inspection
commenced at
Para akhemundi railway
station where DRM
inspected the progress of
the Amrit bharat Station
works, examined various
amenitiesincluding
waiting halls, railway
offices, 12 metresfoot
over bridge etc. He
interacted with various
representatives and media
to address their concerns
and gain insights into
passenger experiences

miscreantsfled.

In response to this act
of vandalism, the Railway
Protection Force (RPF),
East Central Railway took
swift action by registering
a case under Sections
145(b), 146, 153 & 174(a) of
the Railways Act vide
CrimeNo. 168/2025 at RPF
Post/Darbhanga. A special
team of RPF was
congtituted to identify the
culprits and to bring them
tojustice.

During enquiry by the
specia team, information
was gathered from sources
and through technical
evidence resulting in
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identification and arrest of
ajuvenile, who was found
to be involved in the
incident. He has confessed
his involvement in the
incident and expressed
remorse.

The enquiry into the
case is actively under
progress to identify and
apprehend other
individuals involved in
other similar incidents of
vandalism. RPF s
committed to take strict
action against the
miscreants indulging in
actsof destruction/ damage
torailway property.

Railway property is a

national asset, and any act
of damaging railway
property isillegal. RPF has
made necessary security in
coordination with the State
Government and GRP
authorities to ensure the
safety and security of
passengers and protect
railway infrastructure.
While ensuring security
to the Passengers with
utmost commitment, the
RPF is also committed to
taking strict action against
those involved in such
unlawful activities. We
urge the public to refrain
from engaging in unlawful
activities and acts which

jeopardize public safety.
Section 153 of the
Railways Act, 1989 states
that anyone who endangers
the safety of a person
traveling on arailway can
be punished with up tofive
years in prison. This
includes obstructing or
attempting to obstruct
railway rolling stock.
Section 174(a) of the
RailwaysAct, 1989 covers
the offense of obstructing
atrainor other rolling stock.
The penalty for an offense
under Section 174(a) is
imprisonment for up to two
years, a fine of up to two
thousand rupees, or both.

and service expectations.

The inspection
continued at Naupada
railway station, where
DRM evaluated the
existing amenitiesand
ongoing developmental
projects.

Hereviewed the
progress of Amrit station
worksincluding
inspection of the 12
metreswide Foot Over
Bridge.

Further, he inspected
theworks of Road Over
Bridgeat Tilaruand
reviewed the progress.
During thevisit, he
engaged with railway
officialsto gather
feedback and insights on
operational efficiencies
and passenger Sservices.
He also conducted a
inspection of critical areas
and yards, emphasizing
on operational
enhancements and future
developmental plansfor
the region.

SC stays Lokpal Order on Jurisdiction over High Court Judges

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed a recent
decision of the Lokpal of
India that asserted
jurisdiction over High Court
judges, raising significant
legal questions about the
scope of the Lokpal Act.

A Bench comprising

Justice B.R. Gavai, Justice
Surya Kant, and Justice
Abhay S. Oka took suo
motu cognizance of the
matter and issued notice,
expressing serious
concerns over the
implications of Lokpal's
ruling.The case before the
Lokpal presided over by

former Supreme Court
judge Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar, involved
allegationsagainst asitting
High Court judge. Thejudge
was accused of influencing
an Additional District
Judge and another High
Court judge to favour a
private company in a civil

dispute.Taking note of the
Lokpal'sorder, the Supreme
Court steppedinto examine
whether the Lokpal Act
extends to the higher
judiciary. During the
hearing, Justice Gavai
remarked, " Mr Solicitor, we
would like to issue notice,
Something very very

disturbing." Senior
Advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing in the matter,
supported the Court's
intervention, emphasizing
the need for clarity on the
Lokpal’s jurisdiction over
judges. "The law needsto be
lad down. Theorder needsto
bestayed," Sibal submitted.
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