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IN BRIEF
SSC Exam in
Maha to start
from Feb 21

Mumbai, Feb 20
(UNI) The Secondary
School Certificate (SSC)
Class X examinations in
Maharashtra are set to
begin on February 21
and conclude on March
17, officials said here on
Thursday.

Students are advised
to check the official
website for updates and
major news, authorities
said.

More than 16 lakh
Class 10 students across
the state are expected to
appear in the
examination. This
includes over 3.5 lakh
students from the
Mumbai division alone
that covers Mumbai,
Thane, Raigad, and
Palghar districts.

According to
officials, under the
Mumbai division, 11
exam centres have been
identified as sensitive
ones where enhanced
security measures will be
in place to curb
malpractices.

Lift man of
Mumbai High-
profile
building
arrested for
molesting
minor in lift

Mumbai, Feb 20
(UNI) A liftman of High
profile building in
Mumbai located in the
Mulund West area of
the city suburb was
arrested by police for
allegedly molesting a 12-
year-old minor girl in the
lift, officials said here on
Thursday.

Liftman, identified as
Vijay Shantaram Shinde,
was arrested after the
parents of the victim
lodged a complaint at
Mulund Police Station,
which had registered a
case against the accused
under Section 74 of BNS
and Section 8 of the
POCSO Act and is
engaged in further
investigation.

According to
Mulund Police, this
incident of molestation
of a minor came to light
on 19 February at 6 pm.
The minor victim had
gone out of the house to
play. When she was
returning to her home
after playing, the
accused liftman who
was with her in the lift
molested her. The
accused not only
touched the minor
inappropriately but also
took photos with her on
his mobile. Not only this,
he also tried to take her
to the 39th floor of the
building, but after getting
the information, the people
of the building
immediately called the
liftman and questioned
him and handed him
over to the police.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Delhi Lt Governor V K Saxena with newly sworn-in Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta and other ministers during the oath ceremony at Ramlila Maidan, in New Delhi on Thursday.

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
: Rekha Gupta, a first-time
BJP MLA from Shalimar
Bagh was sworn-in as the
fourth woman Chief
Minister of Delhi along with
her six Cabinet Ministers at
a mega event in Ramlila
maidan on Thursday.

Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena
administered the oath of
office and secrecy to Rekha
Gupta and her six Council of
Ministers.

The six Cabinet
Ministers are Parvesh Verma
(New Delhi), Manjinder
Singh Sirsa (Rajouri
Garden), Ravindra Kumar

Rekha Gupta takes oath as Delhi
CM, six ministers also sworn in

Indraj (Bawana), Kapil
Mishra (Karawal Nagar),
Ashish Sood (Janakpuri),
and Pankaj Kumar Singh
(Vikaspuri).

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) National
President J.P. Nadda, and
Chief Ministers and Deputy
CMs of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)-
ruled States were present
during the ceremony.

Rekha Gupta is the 4th
woman Chief Minister of
Delhi after Sushma Swaraj
(BJP), Sheila Dikshit

(Congress) and Atishi
(AAP). She is also the fourth
BJP chief minister of Delhi
after Madan Lal Khurana,
Sahib Singh Verma and
Sushma Swaraj.

In her first response after
being chosen as the CM,
she expressed her
commitment for the
development of Delhi,
pledging to work with
honesty and dedication.

"I express my heartfelt
gratitude to all the top
leadership for entrusting me
with the responsibility of the
Chief Minister's post. This
trust and support has given
me new energy and

inspiration. I pledge to work
with full honesty, integrity,
and dedication for the
welfare, empowerment, and
overall development of
every citizen of Delhi. I am
fully committed to this
important opportunity to
take Delhi to new heights,"
she wrote in a post on X.

The suspense over
Delhi's next Chief Minister
ended on Wednesday. At a
crucial meeting, the BJP
MLAs chose Rekha Gupta
as their legislature party
leader. She met Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena and
staked her claim to form the
next government.

Dy CM Shinde
receives
death threat

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI) :
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde has received
an alleged death threat from
an unknown person via an
email, warning that his car
would be blown up with a
bomb, an official said here
on Thursday.

The Goregaon and J J
Marg police stations, along
with the Mantralaya (State
Secretariat), also received
the threatening messages.

The Mumbai Police and
the Crime Branch have
launched an investigation to
trace the sender's IP
address.In response to the
threat, security around
Eknath Shinde has been
beefed up. Shiv Sena
(Shinde) chief Eknath
Shinde is in national capital
Delhi to attend the swearing-
in ceremony of Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta.

Court in Nashik
sentences
Agriculture
Minister
Manikrao
Kokate, his
brother to 2 yrs
in jail in
cheating case

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI) :
A court in Nashik on
Thursday sentenced
Maharashtra Agriculture
Minister Advocate
Manikrao Kokate to two
years in jail in a cheating
case related to submission
of fake documents to obtain
flats under government
quota 30 years ago.

The court has also
sentenced the minister's
brother, Vijay Kokate, to
two years in prison and
imposed a  f ine  of  Rs
50,000 each in the case of
embezzlement of flats
provided under the Chief
Minister's quota.

This verdict has put
Agriculture minister's MLA
and ministerial posts in
jeopardy.

Generally, a flat is
provided to a person with a
low income at a low-rate by
the government, through
the Chief Minister's quota.
For this, the person
concerned has to submit an
affidavit stating that he does
not have a flat anywhere in
his name and necessary
documents.

However, Adv Kokate
and his brother Vijay Kokate
obtained two flats from the
CM's quota in Nirman
Apartment in the Nashik
city by submitting such
documents in 1995.

After complaints were
received in this regard, the
district administration
conducted an investigation.
Then, Vishwanath Patil of
the Urban Land (Ceiling
Regulation) Department in
the district collector's office
had filed a complaint against
Adv Kokate, his brother
Vijay Kokate and other two
people for allegedly
defrauding the government
by acquiring flats on the
basis of fake documents.

Govt to start payment
of Feb instalment

Mumbai, Feb 20 (IANS) :The government will start
depositing instalment of Rs 1,500 from Friday onwards to
women beneficiaries under the flagship Ladki Bahin Yojana,
an official said on Thursday.

The state finance department headed by the Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar has transferred Rs 3,490 crore to
the department of women and child development to make
payment directly in the bank accounts of the women
beneficiaries.

However, the women and child development department
sources said that the number of beneficiaries will reduce in
February on account of the ongoing verification of the
women beneficiaries.At the end of December, there were
2.46 crore women beneficiaries.

However, the government excluded five lakh women
beneficiaries till January as they became ineligible as per
the criteria laid down by the state government.

Due to this, the number of beneficiaries reduced to 2.41
crore at the end of January.

The number of further cut in the number of women
beneficiaries during February is still not available.

However, the department sources hinted that another
four lakh women beneficiaries may become ineligible and
they will be excluded from the scheme.

The government, which is struggling to mop up revenue
to make they available for various welfare and development
schemes including Ladki Bahin Yojana, is expected to
monthly save about Rs 945 crore following the exclusion
of about ineligible nine lakh women beneficiaries.

The government had launched the ambitious Ladki
Bahin Yojana from July ahead of assembly elections held
last year with the budgetary allocation of Rs 46,000 crore.

Under this scheme, women are given a benefit of Rs
1,500 every month. Women in the age group of 21-65 whose
annual family income of less than Rs 2.5 lakh were covered
under the scheme.

However, the government launched verification after it
received complaints about the disbursement of Rs 1,500
even to women whose annual family income was in excess
of Rs 2.5 lakh.Besides, they were possessing a four-wheeler
and paying income tax.

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has recently
indicated that about 10 to 15 lakh women beneficiaries
would be excluded but clarified that the government would
not take back money that has been paid to them under the
Ladki Bahin Yojana.

Fadnavis and two deputy chief ministers Eknath Shinde
and Ajit Pawar have reiterated that the government would
not close the Ladki Bahin Yojana.

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday said
reduction in violent incidents
and civilian casualties in the
North-East under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
government indicates that
along with the establishment of
peace in the region, cultural
development is also taking
place.

Addressing the 'Unity
Utsav - One Voice, One
Nation' event organised by
Assam Rifles here, Shah said,
"Violent incidents and deaths
of security personnel have
been reduced by 70 per cent
and causalities of civilians
by 85 per cent in the North-
East. This reduction in the
figures of violence shows that
there is now a gradual peace in
the North-East and a new era
of development and cultural
development is beginning".

The Home Minister said
under the Modi government
in the last 10 years,
especially in the last five
years, there has been a
significant change in the
law-and-order situation in
the North-East.

He said since 2014, more
than 10,500 militants have
laid down their arms in the
North-East and 12 peace
accords have been signed in
the region between 2019 and
2024.He said that many
disputes had been going on

Decline in violence in
North-East reflects peace
and cultural growth
under Modi Govt: Shah

here for decades, but the
Modi government took two
steps forward and made the
youth believe that a lot of
opportunities are available for
them.He also appealed to the
youth indulging in violence to
join the mainstream by laying
down arms.

Shah said that the word
unity is very important for
the North-East. For many
years after independence, a
vast area of ??North-East
was physically and
emotionally distant from
Delhi. Prime Minister Modi
has eliminated the physical
and emotional distance
between North-East and
Delhi through connectivity.
Today North-East belongs
to the whole of India and the
whole of India belongs to
the North-East.The minister
said that the Modi
government has increased
hundreds of budgetary
provisions for the North-
East and has given 3-4 times
more budget to the North-
East. "By 2027, all the eight
states of North-East will be
connected to Delhi through
rail and air connectivity," he
added.He said that Prime
Minister Modi has
popularised North-East
across the country as
Ashtalakshmi and all eight
states of the region are
capable of enriching the
country in every aspect.

SC stays Lokpal Order on
Jurisdiction over High Court ...

The Supreme Court on Thursday stayed a recent
decision of the Lokpal of India that asserted jurisdiction
over High Court judges, raising significant legal
questions about the scope of the Lokpal Act.

Pakistan penalised for slow ...

 The hosts have been fined five percent of their
match fee for maintaining a slow over rate during the
Tournament’s opening game in Karachi.Following their
defeat in the ICC Champions Trophy 2025 opener
against Black Caps, Pakistan have been handed a slow
over-rate fine,

BSF-BGB talks: India,
Bangladesh agree to curb ...

The border guarding forces of India and
Bangladesh agreed to bring down to minimum incidents
of attacks on BSF personnel by Bangladesh-based
trans-border criminals and reiterated the need for
synergised efforts to uphold human rights and curb
violence on the border.

PMSSY strengthening healthcare
infrastructure, fostering
indigenous innovation: Jitendra

The Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY) is aimed at strengthening healthcare
infrastructure and fostering indigenous innovation,
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh said on Thursday.The
minister noted that the PMSSY initiative is part of a
broader effort to strengthen India’s healthcare
infrastructure. "The scheme is designed to provide
quality medical care while promoting indigenous
innovation in health-related R&D,"
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President Droupadi Murmu with the newly-appointed Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar during a meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi.

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi offers prayers at Churuva Hanuman
Temple during his visit to his parliamentary constituency Rae Bareli.

Delhi CM Rekha
Gupta takes
charge

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta took oath as the
Chief Minister of Delhi on
Thursday at the Ramlila
Maidan here.

Ms Gupta arrived at the
Delhi Secretariat at 3 pm in
afternoon to formally
assume charge. After that,
she went to Vasudev Ghat
in Yamuna Bazar to attend
a programme at 5 pm.

She will chair the first
Cabinet meeting later in the
evening.

The first meeting of the
new Council of Ministers
has been convened at 7 pm
at the Delhi Secretariat.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has come to
power in Delhi after 27
years.

Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena administered the
oath of office and secrecy
to Gupta and her cabinet
colleagues in the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and top leaders of
NDA constituents at a
grand ceremony held at the
historic Ramlila Maidan in
the capital today.

Ms Gupta has been
elected as BJP MLA from
Shalimar Bagh area.

The seven ministers in
the Cabinet are Parvesh
Sahib Singh, Ashish Sood,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
Ravindra Indraj Singh,
Kapil Mishra and Pankaj
Kumar Singh.

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
A court here on Thursday
dismissed a defamation
complaint filed by Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
and former MLA Satyendar
Jain against Bhartiya Janta
Party (BJP) MP Bansuri
Swaraj.

The complainant (Jain)
has filed the present
complaint under Section
210(1) and 223 BNSS for
alleged commission of
offence under Section 356
of BNS by the accused
persons that is Bansuri
Swaraj (sitting MP) and a
news channel.

The complainant
alleged that the accused

Delhi court dismisses
defamation complaint against
BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj

number 1 (Bansuri Swaraj)
had made certain
defamatory comments
against him in an interview
which was aired on October
five, 2023, on a news
channel (accused number
2) with intent to defame the
complainant and gain
undue political advantage.

It is further stated that
accused no 1, a practising
lawyer and an MP from the
New Delhi Lok Sabha
constituency, had made the
following defamatory
statements against the
complainant in context of
the raid made by
Enforcement Directorate at
his house and recovered

Rs three crore in cash, 1.8
kg gold and 133 gold coins
from there.

Jain alleged that the
statements were intended to
tarnish his reputation and
gain undue political
advantage.

He contended that the
complainant is a man of
high repute being a three
times MLA from Shakur
Basti, Delhi and having
handled several ministries
or portfolios in GNCTD
which include Health &
Family Welfare, Industries,
Home, Water, Urban
Development and Irrigation
& Flood Control
Department.

Indian nationals
deported from US
began arriving in
Costa Rica, Panama

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
Undocumented Indians
deported by the US as part
of the Trump
administration’s strict
immigration policy began
arriving in the Central
American nations of
Panama and Costa Rica,
with the Indian mission
there gaining consular
access to the Indian
nationals.

The Indian mission in
Panama said in a post on
X:“Panamanian authorities
have informed us that a
group of Indians have
reached Panama from US

"They are safe and
secure at a Hotel with all
essential facilities

“Embassy team has
obtained consular access

“We are working
closely with the host
Government to ensure their
wellbeing.”

Indian nationals have
also been deported by the
US to Costa Rica after the
San Jose government said
it will take migrants from the
US.

The first deportation
flight to San Jose arrived
this week, carrying 200
migrants from Central Asia
and India. This follows
three flights sent to Panama
last week, carrying migrants
from Asia, the Middle East,
and Africa.

The strategy is part of
the Trump administration’s
move for handling migrants.
The US administration has
sought partnerships with
other nations to facilitate
deportations and reduce
pressure on US detention
centers.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio secured
agreements from Panama

and Costa Rica to work with
the United States on
migration control.

Costa Rica clarified that
its territory will “serve as a
bridge” for migrants’
eventual return to their
countries of origin. The US
government is funding the
entire repatriation process,
and the International
Organization for Miration
(IOM), a United Nations
agency, is overseeing the
migrants’ care.

The first group of
deported migrants arrived
in Costa Rica on a
commercial flight on
Wednesday afternoon at
Juan Santamaría
International Airport. The
deportees were transferred
to the Center for Temporary
Attention of Migrants
(CATEM) in the Corredores
region, near the southern
border.

In Panama City, nearly
300 Asian migrants,
including from India, were
deported by the US in
recent days and are being
held at the Decapolis hotel
in the Panamanian capital.

Panama’s Minister of
Public Security, Frank
Ábrego, told a press
conference, “It was agreed
to receive 299 people who
came from the United States
to be repatriated to their
respective countries of
origin” and that “171 of
them have agreed to return
voluntarily”.

“We provide them with
all necessary medical care
and comfort, and we will
continue to do so until the
last of them leaves our
country, which is what was
agreed with the United
States government,”
Ábrego stated.

According to Ábrego,
among the deportees sent
to Panama “there are
people from China, India,
Iran, Vietnam”. He indicated
that this week “around 20
to 25 people” will be
voluntarily repatriated, and
added that those who do
not accept to return
voluntarily to their
countries will be transferred
to a shelter in the Darién
jungle, bordering Colombia,
waiting for the International
Organization for Migration
(IOM) and the High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) to relocate them
to another country.

In Costa Rica, the
Foreign Minister Arnoldo
André said his country will
receive a group of deported
migrants from the US, and
outlined the government’s
plan for their processing
and repatriation.

EAM Jaishankar
calls on South
African
President
Ramaphosa,
meets Ethiopian
FM in
Johannesburg

Johannesburg/New
Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar called on South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa and conveyed
India’s support for South
Africa’s G20 priorities, on
the sidelines of the G20
Foreign Ministers'
Meeting in Johannesburg
today.

The EAM also met
with his Ethiopian
counterpart Gedion
Timotheos, and
interacted as part of a
group with his
counterparts from other
countries, including
Australia’s Penny
Wong, Russian FM
Sergey Lavrov and
China’s Wang Yi.

In posts on X, he
wrote:

“Honored to call on
President
@CyrilRamaphosa of
South Africa on the
sidelines of the G20
FMM in Johannesburg.

“Conveyed the warm
greetings of Prime
Minister
@narendramodi.
Assured India’s support
for South Africa’s G20
priorities.”

On his meeting with
the Ethiopian FM
Gedion Timotheos, he
wrote:“Good to meet
Ethiopian FM Gedion
Timotheos of Ethiopia.

“Congratulated him on
his appointment. And
agreed to work together to
strengthen our
longstanding
partnership.”

PMSSY strengthening
healthcare
infrastructure,
fostering indigenous
innovation: Jitendra

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 20 (IANS) :The Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) is aimed at
strengthening healthcare infrastructure and fostering
indigenous innovation, Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh
said on Thursday.The minister noted that the PMSSY
initiative is part of a broader effort to strengthen India’s
healthcare infrastructure.

"The scheme is designed to provide quality medical
care while promoting indigenous innovation in health-
related R&D," he said while inaugurating the PMSSY-
driven upgraded super-specialty Neurosurgery and
Cardiovascular Surgery Building Block at the Sree Chitra
Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) in Thiruvananthapuram.

He emphasised that the PM Narendra Modi
government's new initiatives are aimed at making quality
healthcare affordable, and accessible across sections of
society.Praising SCTIMST for emerging as a centre of
excellence in both healthcare as well as research and
development, Dr Singh highlighted that the institute,
functioning under the Department of Science and
Technology, embodies the "whole-of-government"
approach.He said the institute fosters collaboration
between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Science
and Technology.Stressing the need for integrating modern
medical advancements with traditional healthcare
approaches, Dr Singh underscored the importance of
digital health initiatives, artificial intelligence in
diagnostics, and genome-based therapies.

The minister also highlighted India’s achievements in
biotechnology, pointing out the success of the indigenous
Covid-19 vaccine, the development of the HPV vaccine
for cervical cancer, and breakthroughs in gene therapy.

"India has transitioned from being an importer to a
leader in preventive healthcare, gaining global recognition
in bio-manufacturing and medical research," he stated.

He further emphasised the need for continued
investments in healthcare R&D, ensuring that India remains
at the forefront of medical advancements.Dr Singh also
encouraged scientists and medical professionals "to
undertake collaborative research projects with global
institutions to expand knowledge and expertise".

He stressed that while India has made remarkable
progress in bridging the rural-urban divide in disease
patterns, healthcare accessibility remains a challenge.

He reiterated the government’s commitment to
expanding medical services through new AIIMS
institutions and upgraded medical colleges, ensuring
affordable and high-quality treatment.He also called for
leveraging telemedicine and mobile health units to extend
healthcare services to remote regions, making quality
healthcare accessible to all.

Kolkata, Feb 20 (IANS)
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday provided a
'detailed explanation' on
why Swasthya Sathi, the
state’s own health
insurance scheme, is
unique in the country,
adding that the greatest
advantage of the scheme is
its universal nature.

"We provide health
insurance under the
Swasthya Sathi scheme
without any restriction like
the income limit of that
family. At the same time, the
Swasthya Sathi card is
registered in the name of a
lady member of that family.
These make the Swasthya
Sathi scheme unique in the

Mamata defends Bengal's own
health insurance scheme

country," the Chief
Minister said at the
foundation laying
ceremony of Narayana
Health City in the northern
outskirts of Kolkata on
Thursday afternoon.

The Chief Minister's
explanations on why
Swasthya Sathi is unique in
the country comes in the
wake of all-round criticism
of allowing implementation
of a similar health insurance
scheme of the Union
government christened
Ayushman Bharat.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Chief
Minister also claimed that,
like Swasthya Sathi, most of
the developmental schemes
of the state government are

universal in nature because
of the absence of income
restrictions for the
beneficiaries.

According to her,
around nine crore people in
West Bengal are currently
covered under the
Swasthya Sathi scheme.

"My government has
brought revolution in the
health sector of the state.
We provide treatment and
medicines totally free of
cost. We are really proud of
that," the Chief Minister
said.Speaking on the
occasion, Mamata
Banerjee also read out
details of the achievements
in the health sector during
the current Trinamool
Congress regime.

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI) BJP MLA
Ashish Sood who won from Janakpuri
constituency, took oath as a Cabinet
minister alongside the Chief Minister of
Rekha Gupta, on Thursday at Ramlila
Maidan.

A long-time BJP member, Sood is
well-acquainted with Delhi’s political

Strong face of BJP from Janakpuri,
Ashish Sood gets cabinet berth in govt

landscape.
Considered close to BJP national

president J P Nadda and Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, he secured a
commanding win in Janakpuri
constituency, defeating Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP)’s Rajesh Rishi by 18,766
votes.
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E-Tender Notice

Tender Document ID No. : 2025_MCGM_1152023_1

Name of the Organization : BRIHANMUMBAI MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION

Subject Work of repairing servicing and
overhauling of twin flat bed press at
Municipal Power Laundry
under Ch. Eng. (M&E).

Cost of Secrutiny Fee for tender : Rs 3300/- (+ 18% GST)

Cost of E-Tender (Estimated Cost) : Item Rate Tender

Bid Security Deposit / EMD : Rs. 20,000/-

Date of Issue and sale of tender : 20-02-2025 from 16.00 Hours

Last date & time for sale of tender : 27-02-2025 upto 16.00 Hours

Submission of Packet : 27-02-2025 upto 16.00 Hours
A, B & Packet C (Online)

Pre-Bid Meeting : Not Applicable

Opening of Packet A : 28-02-2025 : 16.01 Hours
(Bid Opening) on/after

Opening of Packet B : 28-02-2025 : 16.01 Hours
(Bid Opening) on/after

Opening of Packet C : 04-03-2025 : 16.01 Hours
(Bid Opening) on/after

Address for Communication : Office of the : E.E.Mech (South), BMC
  Municipal Workshop,
  R. S. Nimkar Marg,
  Byculla, Mumbai - 400008.

Venue for opening of bid : On line in A. E. Mech (M.P.L.)’s office.

Contact Person : :

(a) Name : Shri N. T. Jadhav

(b) Mobile No. : 9769005647

(C) E-mail address :  aempl.me@mcgm.gov.in

Website : http://portal.mcgm.gov.in/tenders
https:/ mahatenders.gov.in

This tender document is not transferable.

The BMC reserves the right to accept any of the application or reject any or all the
application received for above subject without assigning any reason thereof.

PRO/2594/ADV/2024-25 Sd/-
Ex.Engg. Mech

(South)
Let’s together and make Mumbai Malaria free.

BRIHANMUMBAI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Nagpur, Feb 20 (UNI) A
Biman Bangladesh Airlines
flight from Dhaka to Dubai
made an emergency landing
at Nagpur airport due to a
technical fault in
Maharashtra, officials said
on Thursday.

According to sources,

Bangladesh Airlines makes
emergency landing at Nagpur

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
had 396 passengers and 12
crew members, on board.

The flight was diverted
and made the emergency
landing at around midnight
on Wednesday due to
technical issues, sources
added.Later, passengers

were flown by another flight
to their final destination,
said the officials.

This is not the first
instance of an unscheduled
landing at Nagpur airport.
Earlier this year, in January,
two flights were diverted
due to bad weather.

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI) :
A session court here
awarded seven years
imprisonment, a minimum
punishment, to an old
watchman for attempting to
kill a woman residing in the
building where he was
employed as she resisted
his rape attempt in April
2017.

Additional sessions
judge AA Kulkarni held
accused Raja Sabu guilty
for outraging the modesty
of the woman but acquitted

Watchman gets 7-yr jail for
attempting to kill woman

him of an attempt to rape.
The court showed

leniency, saying that he
was 25 years old then and
has “future prospects,” so
the purpose of
“punishment shall have to
be reformative.”

The court in its order
further observed that,
“While deposing before the
court, the victim only
deposed that he kissed her
and lay on her; this is not
sufficient to attract offence
under section 376

(punishment for rape) of the
Indian Penal Code…”
Downgrading the charges,
the court observed that in
view of the evidence, the
offence is punishable under
section 354 of the Indian
Penal Code for criminal
force and outraging the
woman’s modesty.

Sabu, hailing from West
Bengal, was employed as a
security guard in a building
located at RTO Road,
Andheri West, in the
Mumbai suburb.According

to the prosecution case on
April 20, 2017, the accused
entered the victim's flat in
an inebriated condition,
behaved inappropriately
and even tore her clothes.
She tried to rescue herself
and rushed to the kitchen,
where she grabbed a knife,
which he snatched and
stabbed her. When her
brother-in-law came to her
rescue, he attacked him as
well and fled. The
neighbours rushed the two
to a hospital.

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI)
Drawing attention to those
ministers who are allegedly
trying to obstruct
development of entire
Maharashtra for personal
gain, India Against
Corrupt ion nat ional
pres ident  and OBC
leader, Hemant Patil, on
Thursday made an
appeal  to  the  s ta te
government to expel them.

He pointed that there is
currently a heated
discussion in political
circles regarding mining in
the Naxal-affected
Gadchiroli district.

Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, the then
Minister of Mines Dada
Bhuse and the current
Minister

Shambhuraje Desai are
said to have taken a
stubborn stance regarding
the e-auction of mines, he

IAC chief demands to ease out
ministers who try to obstruct devt

said.
This stance is hindering

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis' ambition to
develop Gadchiroli, which
is rich not only in forest
resources but also is
known to have good
quality iron ore, said IAC
president.

Due to the problem of
Naxalism, there was no
mining here for last around
two decades, however, a
policy has been approved
to give mining leases to
companies through e-
auction, he said.

During the tenure of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
government, then minister
Subhash Desai had
implemented the e-auction
policy well, he informed.

However, after Shinde
rebelled and toppled the
MVA government, Patil
alleged that ministers from

his own group refused to
approve these files.

The government will
get thousands of crores of
revenue from this, but these
files have been stalled due
to the mentality of some
ministers to cheat, he
claimed and noted that
these files need to be
approved immediately.

Patil said that CM
Fadnavis needs to take the
initiative in the interest of
the state and reprimand the
ministers concerned in
strong words for the
approval of such files of
other departments,
including mining, in the
interest of the state.

Otherwise, show the
way out to those ministers
who are trying to obstruct
development of the state for

financial gain, including
political gain, from the
cabinet, he added.

Absconding
accused in
Torres Ponzi
scheme
arrested,
remanded to PC

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI)
Lalan Singh, an absconding
accused in the multi-crore
Torres Ponzi scheme, was
arrested from a hotel in
Vashi by a team of the
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Mumbai
police, which is probing the
case, an official said here on
Thursday.Singh is the
seventh accused arrested in
the case. He was later
produced before a court in
Mumbai, which remanded
him to police custody until
February 25.

He had been on the run
since the matter came to
light and had travelled from
Uttar Pardesh to Mumbai.

Police apprehended him
based on a tip-off about his
location.Thousands of
people from Mumbai, Navi
Mumbai, Thane and Mira-
Bhayandar regions have lost
crores of rupees to the fraud
which was allegedly carried
out by Ukrainian masterminds.

Minister
Munde
suffers from
Bell's Palsy
disease

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI)
Maharashtra Food
Minister Dhananjay
Munde admitted on
Thursday that he cannot
speak properly due to the
Bell's Palsy disease.

Taking to social media
X, he stated that "I had
surgery on both my eyes
15 days ago. These
surgeries were done under
the guidance of
Padmashree Dr T P
Lahane.

For approximately 10
days, they have advised
me to take care of eye care
especially from intense
light, dust and sun."

"Meanwhile, I was
diagnosed with a disease
called Bell's Palsy. I am
currently being treated at
Reliance Hospital under
the guidance of Dr Arun
Shah. I cannot speak
properly for two minutes
right now due to this
disease. So, I am not able
to attend one or two
Cabinet meetings and
party's Janata Darbar
programme."

"Soon after
overcoming this disease, I
will be back in public
service," he tweeted.

Govt to build
grand
Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
monument at
Agra: CM

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 20  : The

government will build a
grand memorial of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj in Agra of Uttar
Pradesh, announced Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis in Agra on
Thursday.

Speaking at the
' S h i v j a n m o t s a v
Bharatvarsh Ka' programme
organized by Ajinkya
Devgiri Pratishthan in Agra
on occasion of Shiv
Jayanti, he said that the
Maharashtra government
will acquire the land in
present Meenabazar area
where Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj was kept in Ram
Singh Kothi in Agra and
will build a grand memorial
of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj there.

He said that he will
discuss about this with
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Mahindra Bank
announces key
leadership
appointments

Mumbai, Feb 20 (UNI)
Private lender Kotak
Mahindra Bank on
Thursday announced the
appointments of Vyomesh
Kapasi as the new head of
Products - Consumer Bank
at Kotak Mahindra Bank
and Shahrukh Todiwala as
the new managing director
& chief executive offcier of
Kotak Mahindra Prime
Limited (KMPL).

Ashok Vaswani, MD &
CEO of Kotak Mahindra
Bank, said, "These
appointments underscore
the deep bench strength at
Kotak and our commitment
to fostering leadership
talent. Vyomesh's extensive
experience and proven track
record in driving growth
and innovation will be
invaluable as we continue
to enhance our consumer
products. Shahrukh's deep
understanding of the
vehicle financing market will
ensure that KMPL
continues to thrive and
deliver exceptional value to
our clients and
stakeholders."

Vyomesh comes with
over three decades of
experience in the financial
sector and he brings a
wealth of knowledge and
expertise to his new role.

Shahrukh has played a
key role in the company's
strategic initiatives and has
a deep understanding of
the vehicle financing
market.

Man arrested for killing his cousin
over dispute on land in UP

Mumbai, Feb 20
(UNI) The Kalyan
police have arrested
a man who allegedly
killed his cousin
brother over dispute
on a land in Jaunpur,
Uttar Pradesh.

The Kolsewadi
police who are
investigating the
case, said here on
Thursday that they
have arrested the
accused Ramsagar
Dubey.

Police further
said that both the
deceased and the
accused have a
criminal record with
the Uttar Pradesh
police.

Police said that
the deceased Ranjit
Dubey lived in a
building at Nana
Pawshe Chowk in

Kalyan (East) with his family, while the arrested accused
Ramsagar Dubey is a resident of Jaunpur, Uttar Pradesh.

There was a dispute between the two over a joint land for
past four years. Last year, they had a big fight over this dispute.

Major fire
in
Mumbai
slum

Mumbai Feb
20 (UNI) A major
fire broke out in
the Santosh
Nagar slum in the
Goregaon area of
Mumbai suburb
on Thursday
evening.There
were no reports of
any casualty or
injury, an official
said. The fire was
brought under
control within
three hours, said
a fire official.
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Data Protection Day: A Global
Call to Safeguard Privacy

Privacy is not a luxury; it’s your right. Protect it today
and every day.

Data protection starts with awareness—secure your
digital life now.

“In a connected world, safeguarding your data
means safeguarding your future.”

(By Ravi Kumar Boppana)
Data Protection Day,

observed globally on
January 28, serves as a
reminder of the critical
importance of privacy and
safeguarding personal data
in an increasingly digital
world. Established in 2006
by the Council of Europe,
the day commemorates the
signing of Convention 108
in 1981, the first legally
binding international treaty
focused on protecting
personal data. It is a call to
action for individuals,
businesses, and
governments to reflect on
their responsibilities and
take proactive measures to
ensure data security.

E m p o w e r i n g
Individuals to Take
Charge“

In today’s
interconnected era, where
personal information is a
valuable asset, Data
Protection Day emphasizes
the growing need to
educate people about their
digital rights and empower
them to take control of their
data. For individuals, this
means adopting simple yet

effective practices like
reviewing privacy settings
on apps, using strong
passwords, enabling two-
factor authentication, and
staying informed about
cyber threats such as
phishing and malware. The
day encourages everyone
to reassess their online
habits, clean up unused
accounts, and secure
sensitive information to
prevent misuse.

Businesses and Their
Responsibility to Build
Trust“

Businesses play a
crucial role in fostering a
culture of trust and
transparency. Data
Protection Day is an
opportunity for
organizations to conduct
audits, update their privacy
policies, and ensure
compliance with
regulations such as GDPR
and CCPA. Companies can
also engage with
employees and customers
by hosting workshops,
sharing educational
resources, or even
launching campaigns to
spread awareness about
safeguarding data. It’s a
chance to reaffirm their
commitment to ethical data
practices, ensuring that
personal information is
handled with care and in
accordance with privacy
laws.

The Role of
Governments and NGOs“

Governments and non-
g o v e r n m e n t a l
organizations (NGOs) have

a unique platform to engage
the public, especially
through campaigns that
highlight the importance of
privacy and offer practical
tips for protecting personal
data. Public seminars,

school programs, and
social media initiatives can
amplify the message,
making data protection a
shared responsibility
across society.
Collaboration with

international stakeholders
further reinforces the global
nature of data security
challenges and the need for
unified solutions.“

The Cost of Data
Breaches and the Path

Forward“
Data breaches and

cyberattacks remain a
pressing concern, with
millions of individuals
affected each year. This day
serves as a reminder of the
potential consequences of
mishandling data, from
identity theft to reputational
damage, and highlights the
urgency of adapting to
emerging threats in the
digital landscape. By taking
simple yet meaningful
steps, individuals and
organizations can
significantly reduce their
risk and contribute to a safer
digital environment.“

A Shared
Responsibility for a Secure
Future

Ultimately, Data
Protection Day is not just
about protecting data—it’s
about preserving trust,
fostering accountability,
and ensur ing that
pr ivacy remains  a
fundamental right in a
rapidly  evolving
technological world. It is
a  day to  take act ion,
spread awareness, and
advocate for  s tronger
policies that uphold the
principles of security and
respect for personal.

(The author is a senior
journalist and media
consultant, who previously
served as the Chief Public
Relations Officer to
governor at the Andhra
Pradesh Raj Bhavan and
media liaison officer to
speaker at the AP
Legislative Assembly.)

New Delhi/Dhaka, Feb
20 (UNI): The border
guarding forces of India
and Bangladesh agreed to
bring down to minimum
incidents of attacks on BSF
personnel by Bangladesh-
based trans-border
criminals and reiterated the
need for synergised efforts
to uphold human rights and
curb violence on the border.

The Indian delegation
to the talks was headed by
Daljit Singh Chawdhary,
DG BSF, and Bangladesh
delegation was headed by
Major General Mohammad
Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui,
Director General, Border
Guard Bangladesh, the BSF
said in a post on X.

The major agenda
points at the four-day 55th
Director General-level
meeting between the
Border Security Force and
the Border Guard
Bangladesh, held in New
Delhi (Feb 17-20), were:

From the BSF side were
prevention against attack/
assault/abuse on BSF
personnel and Indian
civilians by Bangladesh
based criminals/miscreants,
joint efforts to prevent
trans-border crimes, action
against Indian Insurgent
Groups (IIGs) in
Bangladesh, issues related
to border infrastructure,
construction of SRF, joint
efforts for effective
implementation of
Coordinated Border
Management Plan (CBMP),
Confidence Building
Measures (CBM) and other
miscellaneous activities.

From the BGB, the

BSF-BGB talks: India, Bangladesh agree to curb
border violence, bring down attacks on BSF

points were: prevention of
border crimes; border
violation/illegal crossing/
intrusion into Bangladesh
territory by BSF/Indian
police/Indian nationals,
smugglers and miscreants;
killing at border; issues
related to border
infrastructure within 150
yards of IB; establishment
of Effluent Treatment plant
(ETP) for 4 canals carrying
waste water from Agartala
to Akhaura; border
demarcation, survey and
construction of pillars;
construction work within
150 yards of IB; river bank
protection works and water
sharing; location of camps
and movement of armed
miscreants inside India;
effective implementation of
CBMP, confidence building
measures and other Misc
activities.Coordinated
Border Management Plan
(CBMP),With a view to
maintain the highest level
of cordial relations between
both the nations, as
envisaged by its present
top leadership, following
decisions were taken by
both the D’sG after detailed
discussions on the agenda
from both sides:*Both
sides appreciated each
other's concerns and
committed to settle these
issues amicably through
continued, constructive
and positive engagements
at all levels. They agreed to
implement the decisions of
the conference at the
ground level in true spirit.

*On the incidents of
assault/attack on BSF
personnel by Bangladesh

based trans-border
criminals/miscreants, both
sides agreed to undertake
combined efforts to bring
down such incidents to
absolute minimum by
increasing coordinated
patrols especially during
late hours of nights to early
morning in vulnerable areas
and educating border
population regarding the
sanctity of the International
Border.*Reiterating the
need for synergistic efforts
to uphold human rights and
curb violence on the border,
both sides agreed to work
together with utmost
synergy by enhancing joint
patrolling, vigilance,
intensifying public
awareness program,
undertaking appropriate
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c
development program and
sharing of real-time
information in order to
ensure effective border
management without any
killing on either side. BSF
is already following the
non-lethal policy on Indo-
Bangladesh border.

*Highlighting the
importance of Coordinated
Border Management Plan
(CBMP) in curbing trans-
border crimes, human
trafficking and illegal
crossing, both sides agreed
to pursue and share real-
time information and
investigation reports of
traffickers (if any), both
sides also assured to remain
extra vigilant to curb such
crimes and to put all out
efforts to make Indo-
Bangladesh border crime
free. Both sides also agreed

to help victims of human
trafficking and to facilitate
their rescue and fastest
rehabilitation as per law of
the land.

*Both sides
appreciated the efforts
taken for strengthening
mutual cooperation
through various agreed-
upon events under CBMP.
Both sides agreed to
continue with all the
bilateral engagements like
coordinated joint patrolling,
games and sports, joint
retreat ceremonies, band
display goodwill visits etc.

Both sides expressed
their satisfaction over the
outcome of the conference
and reiterated their
commitments to work
jointly for maintaining
peace and tranquillity at the
border. They provisionally
agreed to hold the next DG
level conference in Dhaka,
Bangladesh at a suitable
time in the month of July
2025.The highest-level
talks between the Border
Security Force India and
Border Guard Bangladesh
are held twice every year –
once each in India and
Bangladesh, which
facilitates both the border
guarding forces to
establish robust systems
through which co-
operation in Border
Guarding and Border
Management is ensured.

India and Bangladesh
share a civilizational and
cultural heritage and host
of factors that span virtually
the entire spectrum of
interaction that is possible
for neighbors to have.

Delhi cabinet
approves Ayushman
Bharat scheme and
14 CAG reports

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI) Delhi's BJP government in its
first cabinet meeting on Thursday approved the Ayushman
Bharat scheme with a top up of Rs 5 lakhs and 14 pending
CAG reports, which the new regime has promised to table
in the first seating of the Assembly.

The cabinet meeting was chaired by Rekha Gupta after
she took oath as the 4th women chief minister of Delhi.
The meeting was attended by the six cabinet ministers.

Speaking after the meeting, Gupta said "During the
cabinet meeting, we took two big decisions. The
Ayushman Bharat Yojana, whose implementation had
been held back by the previous government, will be
implemented in Delhi with a top-up of Rs 5 lakh from the
state government".

"PM Narendra Modi had announced the scheme for
the whole nation, but Delhi could not get its benefits
because of the AAP. This will be done at the earliest after
the formalities are completed" she added.

She also assured that her government will fulfill its
promise of providing ?2,500 monthly assistance to women
and added that the AAP would be held accountable for
its actions during its rule.

"The first instalment of the monthly support would be
credited to eligible women’s accounts by March 8" said
Gupta.

Gupta also allocated Portfolios to her cabinet ministers.
She has kept the General Administration Department
(GAD), Women and Child Development (WCD), Land and
Building, Information and Publicity (I&P), Administrative
Reforms, Planning, Vigilance, and Finance.

Ashish Sood will be in charge of Home, Power, Urban
Development, Education & Higher Education and Training
& Technical Education departments. while Parvesh Verma
will be responsible for the Public Works Department
(PWD) and the Irrigation and Flood Control Department,
which is tasked with the cleanup of the Yamuna River.

Industries, Food and Supplies, Environment, and
Forestry has been allotted to Manjinder Singh Sirsa, while
Social Welfare and Welfare for Scheduled Castes/
Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST) has gone to Ravinder Indraj
Singh.

Kapil Mishra will be the incharge of Law & Justice,
Labour Department, Employment Department,
Development, Art & Culture, Language Department,
Tourism Department.

Indian scientists
find common
biomarkers for
early diagnosis of
pancreatic,
glioma cancers

A team of scientists from the
Institute of Nano Science and
Technology (INST), Mohali -- an
autonomous institute of the Department
of Science and Technology (DST) --
has identified some common
metabolites of hard to detect pancreatic
and glioma cancers, which can boost
their early diagnosis and lead to better
treatment outcomes.

The team identified metabolites in
exosomes derived from pancreatic
cancer, lung cancer and glioma cancer
cell line, which offers potential universal
biomarkers resulting in enhanced
clinical applicability.

“This offers a potential non-invasive
method for early cancer diagnosis as
well as therapeutic strategies for
cancer,” said the researchers in the
paper, published in the journal
Nanoscale.

Aggressive cancers like pancreatic
and glioma cancers often diagnosed late
and having poor prognoses. Hence
there is an urgent need for non-invasive,
reliable cancer biomarkers to address
significant gaps in cancer diagnostics
and therapeutics, particularly for
pancreatic and glioma cancers, which
lack early detection methods.

Nano messengers (exosomes) -- as
carriers of tumour-derived metabolites
-- provide a unique opportunity to
explore the tumour microenvironment
(TME), said the team, including
Nandini Bajaj and Dr. Deepika Sharma
from the Institute.

The researchers utilised a multi-
technique approach combining
Nanoparticle Tracking Analysis (NTA),
Electron Microscopy (EM), Western
Blot (WB), Fourier Transformed
Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR),
untargeted Liquid Chromatography-
Tandem Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS/
MS), and Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
(NMR) -- providing a comprehensive
characterisation of exosomes,
surpassing conventional single-method
studies.

The study advances cancer
diagnostics, personalised medicine,
and our understanding of cancer
progression mechanisms. These
metabolites identified highlight
dysregulated pathways in the tumour
microenvironment and also gives
insights on how the cancer progresses
and enables non-invasive and precise
cancer detection and therapeutic
targeting.

The findings can lead to the
development of targeted therapies that
can disrupt dysregulated metabolic
pathways in tumours, enhancing
treatment efficacy and potentially
reducing side effects.
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Former cricketer and one of the ambassadors of ICC Champions Trophy 2025 Shikhar
Dhawan before the start of the One Day International (ODI) cricket match of the
tournament, between India and Bangladesh, in Dubai, UAE.

Vidarbha's Yash Rathod celebrates his century during the fourth day of the Ranji Trophy
semi-final cricket match between Mumbai and Vidarbha, at VCA stadium in Nagpur,
Maharashtra on Thursday.

Rohit second
fastest to
11,000 ODI runs

Dubai, Feb 20 (UNI) :
India captain Rohit Sharma
etched his name in the
record books by becoming
the second fastest batsman
to reach 11,000 runs in One-
Day Internationals (ODIs)
in terms of innings. He
achieved the milestone in
his 261st innings during the
ongoing match against
Bangladesh.With this feat,
Rohit trails only Virat Kohli,
who reached the mark in
222 innings. He also
outpaced legendary
batsmen Sachin Tendulkar
(276 innings), Sourav
Ganguly (288), and Ricky
Ponting (286).Rohit became
only the fourth Indian and
the 10th player in the world
to cross the 11,000-run
mark in ODIs. The landmark
moment came when he
lofted a Mustafizur Rahman
delivery over mid-on for
four runs, despite the ball
coming off the thick inside
half of his bat.

The India skipper’s
latest achievement adds to
his illustrious career,
reinforcing his stature as
one of the finest white-ball
batsmen of the modern era.

Dubai, Feb 20 (UNI) : A
scintillating century from
Shubman Gill and a five-
wicket haul by Mohammed
Shami propelled India to a
clinical six-wicket victory
over Bangladesh in their
ICC Champions Trophy
2025 opener at the Dubai
International Cricket
Stadium on Thursday.

India’s pace attack made
an immediate impact, with
Shami dismantling
Bangladesh’s top order in
a devastating spell.
Debutant Harshit Rana
complemented him well,
ensuring Bangladesh
reeled at 35/5 inside the first
10 overs—one of the worst
powerplay collapses in
Champions Trophy
history.Axar Patel further
dented Bangladesh’s
innings with a double

India beat Bangladesh by 6 wickets
strike, removing Tanzid
Hasan and Mushfiqur
Rahim off successive
deliveries.

However, Towhid
Hridoy produced a resilient
counterattack, forging a
record 152-run partnership
for the sixth wicket with
Jaker Ali. Hridoy’s
unbeaten 100* off 118 balls
(6 fours, 2 sixes) not only
salvaged Bangladesh’s
innings but also made him
only the ninth player to
score a century on his
Champions Trophy debut
and the second
Bangladeshi after Tamim
Iqbal (128 vs England, 2017)
to achieve the feat.

Despite their fightback,
Bangladesh were bowled
out for 228 in 49.4 overs,
with Shami finishing with
figures of 5/53—India’s

second-best in Champions
Trophy history, behind
Ravindra Jadeja’s 5/36 in
2013.Chasing a modest
target, India made a steady
start with skipper Rohit
Sharma scoring a brisk 41
off 36 balls before falling to
Taskin Ahmed. Shubman
Gill then took centre stage,
constructing a masterful
innings despite a slow start.
His eighth ODI century,
achieved in 125 balls, was
among the slowest for India
in recent years but
underlined his temperament
and class. Notably, Gill
surpassed the likes of
Shikhar Dhawan, Virat
Kohli, and Sachin Tendulkar
as the fastest Indian to
reach eight ODI centuries.

India faced a brief
wobble with Virat Kohli (22
off 38) and Shreyas Iyer (15

off 17) falling cheaply,
allowing Bangladesh a brief
glimmer of hope. Rishad
Hossain provided a crucial
breakthrough by
dismissing Kohli and Axar
Patel, but the dropped catch
of KL Rahul by Jaker Ali
proved costly for
Bangladesh.

Rahul ensured India’s
victory with an unbeaten
41, finishing the chase in
style with a towering six off
Tanzim Hasan Sakib in the
47th over. India reached
231/4 in 46.3 overs, sealing
a six-wicket triumph and
making an emphatic start to
their campaign. With this
dominant win, India have
set the tone for their
Champions Trophy
campaign and will aim to carry
forward their momentum in
the upcoming fixtures.

Madrid, Feb 20 (UNI) :
Manchester City's
Champions League
campaign came to a tame
conclusion at the Bernabeu
as Kylian Mbappe's
brilliant hat-trick inspired
holders Real Madrid to a
comfortable victory and
place in the last 16.

Pep Guardiola's side
were attempting to reverse
a 3-2 deficit from the play-
off first leg, but this contest
was effectively over after
four minutes when
Mbappe's precise lob from
Raul Asencio's pass
increased their advantage,
the BBC reported.

Mbappe hat-trick goals defeats
Man City in knockout play-off

City, with Erling Haaland
only fit enough for the
bench, saw their plight
worsen moments after
Mbappe's opener when
they lost defender John
Stones to injury.

And City's earliest
Champions League exit
since they failed to get out
of the group in 2012-13
edged closer when Mbappe
showed brilliant close
control to wrong-foot Josko
Gvardiol before beating
Ederson after 33 minutes.

The France forward's
third came just after the
hour with a low shot as City
subsided, barely laying a

glove on Real all night as
they were outclassed.

City pulled a goal back
when Nico Gonzalez turned
in his first goal for the club
after Omar Marmoush's
free-kick hit the bar, but it
was no consolation on a
desperate night for the
reigning Premier League
champions.

It was a chastening
experience for Guardiola,
whose discomfort was
particularly relished by
Real's fans because of his
old Barcelona allegiances,
as he faces a mammoth task
to rebuild and restore City
to Europe's top table.

AFG spin
battles SA
batting
power in CT
opener

Karachi, Feb 20 (UNI) :
A thrilling contest is on
the cards as Afghanistan's
spin-heavy attack
prepares to take on South
Africa’s formidable
batting lineup in their
opening match of the 2025
ICC Champions Trophy
here on Friday.

The match, scheduled
to commence at 2:30 PM
IST, will be played under
hot and dry conditions,
with temperatures
hovering around 30°C.

Afghanistan enters the
contest with a formidable
spin-heavy bowling
attack, spearheaded by
Rashid Khan. While their
bowling unit remains their
strength, their batting
lineup will need to step up
in conditions that are
expected to favour
batsmen. The team faces
added pressure as
Pakistani pitches
traditionally support high-
scoring encounters.

Rashid Khan remains
Afghanistan’s key
weapon, with his
mesmerising spin
expected to be a major
factor in the game. If he
can break through South
Africa’s top order,
Afghanistan’s chances of
an upset increase
significantly.

South Africa, despite
being a consistent force in
international cricket,
continues its quest for an
elusive ICC title. The
Proteas suffered
heartbreak in the 2024 T20
World Cup final against
India and were eliminated
in the group stage of the
2017 Champions Trophy
due to rain-affected
matches.With a power-
packed batting lineup,
they will look to dominate
Afghanistan’s bowlers
and make a strong start to
their campaign. Heinrich
Klaasen, known for his
six-hitting ability, is a
player to watch, with bets
favouring him to hit the
most sixes in the
encounter.While
Afghanistan’s bowling
attack poses a significant
threat, the batting-friendly
conditions in Karachi are
expected to favour South
Africa’s deep and
experienced batting order.
Experts give the Proteas
the upper hand, predicting
them to emerge victorious
in this highly anticipated
clash.

Dubai, Feb 20 (UNI)
India pacer Mohammed
Shami who was out of
action for over a year due
to an ankle injury suffered
during the ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup in 2023,
talked about how tough
his comeback to
international cricket has
been and what lies ahead
in the future.

The India fast-bowler
has revealed there were
times when he thought his
international career was
over and he would never
get another opportunity
to represent his country,
according to an ICC media
release here on Thursday.

Shami injured his ankle
during the ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup in 2023
and then was sidelined for
almost a year as he battled
with self-doubt and a
strict rehabilitation
process in an attempt to

Mohammed Shami highlights comeback
struggles ahead of Champions Trophy return

prolong his already
distinguished career.

The 34-year-old did
make a successful return
when featuring in four
white-ball fixtures for
India against England
across the last month and
is now set to push his
comeback even further
when he turns out for his
country in their ICC
Champions Trophy 2025
opener against
Bangladesh in Dubai on
Thursday.It has been a
long road back to the big
stage for Shami and the
talented right-armer said
there were times when he
thought he may never
make it back at all."From
being in great form during
the World Cup to
suddenly finding myself
on the operating table
from that form to being
injured was really tough,"
Shami told the ICC."My

first question to the
doctor was 'how many
days until I can be back
on the field'. He said my
priority is to get you to
walk, then jog and then
run and thinking about
playing competitive
cricket is still a distant
goal."I always wondered
when I would be able to
put my feet on the ground
again someone who is
used to running on the
field constantly was now
in crutches."A lot of
thoughts used to run
through my mind. Will I be
able to do it again? Will I
be able to walk without a
limp?"For the first two
months I often doubted
whether I would be able to
play again as an injury like
this followed by a 14-
month break can pull you
down."Shami paid tribute
to the role his family
played during his

rehabilitation and said the
BCCI had been very
supportive of him
throughout the process.

It was the desire to
once again represent India
on the big stage that
drove Shami during the
tough times and gave him
the strength to push
through the pain barrier.

"After 60 days when
they asked me to put my
feet on the ground, you
won't believe me, but I
have ever been more
scared to put my foot on
the ground," Shami said.

"It felt like I was
starting over, like a toddler
learning how to walk and I
was worried about any
complications.

"Courage and passion
to play for the country are
the biggest motivators
and the desire to wear the
India badge on my chest
kept me going.

"You endure the pain
and take it one step at a
time without complaints or
bitterness.

"The passion for
representing my country
has brought me this far.

"It was tough and
there was pain, but with
resilience and patience I
made it through."

And now that Shami
has made a successful
return, he wants to
prolong his career and
continue to represent
India for as long as his
body allows."My
motivation has always
been to serve my country
for as long as possible,"
Shami added."Because
once you step away you
are just like anyone else.

"Today, by the grace
of god, I am playing for
India again and feeling
much better," he
concluded.

Japan reaches AFC U20
Asian Cup quarterfinals

Shenzhen, Feb. 20 (UNI) Japan secured the last ticket
in the AFC U20 Asian Cup quarterfinals after drawing 1-1
with South Korea in the third round of Group D here on
Thursday.

Soma Kanda opened the scoring for Japan in the 28th
minute, only for substitute Kim Tae-won to find the
equalizer for South Korea in the 91st minute.

South Korea topped the group with seven points and
will meet defending champions Uzbekistan in the
quarterfinals, while Japan will face Iran.In the other match,
Thanawut Phochai scored in the 73rd and 81st minute as
Thailand came from two-goal behind to tie Syria 2-2.

Kohli equals Azhar’s record
for most ODI catches

Dubai, Feb 20 (UNI) :
Virat Kohli has equalled
former India captain
Mohammad Azharuddin’s
long-standing record for
the most catches as a
fielder for India in One-Day
Internationals (ODIs).

Kohli equalled Azhar's
record in the Champions
Trophy match against
Bangladesh in Dubai on
Thursday.

Kohli and Azharuddin
now share the top spot with
156 catches each,
surpassing the legendary
Sachin Tendulkar, who held
140 catches in his ODI
career.Rahul Dravid

occupies the fourth
position with 124 catches,
while Suresh Raina, known
for his agility in the field,
completes the top five with
102 catches.Meanwhile,
India’s pace spearhead
Mohammed Shami has
etched his name in history
by becoming the joint-
second fastest bowler to
take 200 ODI wickets. He
achieved the feat in just 104
matches, matching
Pakistan’s Saqlain
Mushtaq. Australia’s
Mitchell Starc holds the
record, having reached the
milestone in 102 ODIs.

In terms of the fewest

balls bowled to claim 200
wickets, Shami leads the
charts, having
accomplished the feat in
just 5,126 deliveries. Starc
follows closely with 5,240
balls, while Saqlain
Mushtaq (5,451), Brett Lee
(5,640), and Trent Boult
(5,783) complete the top
five.Shami’s achievement
underscores his efficiency
as a strike bowler,
reaffirming his status as
one of the most lethal
pacers in modern-day
cricket. His exploits will be
crucial for India as they gear
up for upcoming
international assignments.

Birmingham, Feb 20
(UNI) : Liverpool moved
eight points clear at the top
of the Premier League after
being held to a gripping
draw by Aston Villa.

The Reds have not lost
in the Premier League since
being beaten 1-0 by
Nottingham Forest at
Anfield in September but
were almost undone by
sloppy defending and a
lack of cutting edge.

Youri Tielemans and
Ollie Watkins cancelled out
Mohamed Salah's 29th-
minute opener, before Trent
Alexander-Arnold levelled
16 minutes after the break,
the BBC reported.

Having extended their
lead over second-placed

Liverpool draw game with Aston
Villa, leads points table

Arsenal, Arne Slot's side go
to Manchester City on
Sunday in what could now
be a defining week in the
title race.

The Gunners host West
Ham on Saturday knowing
victory, and a defeat for
Liverpool at Etihad
Stadium, would put them
within striking distance of
the leaders with a game in
hand.

Villa, with Marcus
Rashford starting for the
first time, remain in ninth
place and five points adrift
of the top four.

Rashford was bright for
the hosts and his cross was
turned into his own net by
Virgil van Dijk after 17
minutes, only for the
forward to be correctly

ruled offside.
Salah then miscued a

header, but he was on hand
to open the scoring from
Diogo Jota's centre when
Andres Garcia's awful pass
gifted the Portuguese
forward the ball.

Yet the lead lasted just
nine minutes when
Tielemans struck after the
visitors failed to clear
Rashford's free-kick.

After Jota wasted a fine
chance, Watkins nodded
Villa ahead in first-half
injury time following a fine
Lucas Digne cross.

Liverpool hit back,
though, with Jota hitting
the bar before Salah teed up
Alexander-Arnold for a
deflected low effort that
beat Emi Martinez.

Pakistan
penalised for
slow over-rate

Karachi, Feb 20 (UNI) :
The hosts have been
fined five percent of their
match fee for maintaining
a slow over rate during
the Tournament’s opening
game in Karachi.

Following their defeat
in the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 opener
against Black Caps,
Pakistan have been
handed a slow over-rate
fine, after being found one
over short of the target
after time allowances were
taken into consideration,
according to an ICC media
release.

While on-field umpires
Richard Kettleborough
and Sharfuddoula, third
umpire Joel Wilson and
fourth umpire Alex
Wharf levelled the
charge, Match referee
Andy Pycroft imposed
the sanction - five
percent of match fee
deducted.

Pakistan skipper
Mohammad Rizwan
pleaded guilty to the
offence with no formal
hearing required
thereafter.
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9 Employees of Western Railway
Felicited with GM’s Safety Award

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 20 : Mr

Ashok Kumar Misra -
General Manager of
Western Railway felicitated
09 employees at WR
Headquarters, Mumbai for
their outstanding work
which resulted in safe train
working. These employees
were awarded in
appreciation of their
alertness in duty and
contribution towards

Mr Ashok Kumar Misra - General Manager of Western Railway is seen along with  Principal Head of Departments and
the recipients of GM’s Safety Award.

averting untoward
incidents, during the month
of January, 2025 and
thereby ensuring the safety
of train operations. Out of
the 09 employees, 03 are
from Vadodara Division, 02
each are from Ahmedabad
& Ratlam Division, while 01
each are from Mumbai
Central & Rajkot Division.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of

Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek, Shri
Misra appreciated the
alertness of the staff who
were being awarded and
mentioned that they are
exemplary role models for
everyone to emulate. The
employees showed their
great zeal and commitment
towards safe running of
trains in various areas of
safety such as detection of
rail & track fracture, brake

binding or dangling objects
in passing train, application
of emergency brakes to
save untoward incidents,
save human life,
extinguishing the smoke
detected in coaches,
etc.Western Railway is
proud of all the awardee
employees who with their
prompt action and alertness
helped to avert the
possibility of any untoward
incidence.

Central Railway’s Ticket Checking Campaign in
AC locals-81,709 persons detected and
penalised on AC locals for travelling without
proper tickets and Rs.2.70 crore recovered

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 20 : The

Suburban Railway System
of Mumbai, one of its kind
in the world  and the most
unique railway system
transporting millions of
commuters to every corner
of the city, aptly known as
the Lifeline of the City.

Mumbai Suburban
Network of Central Railway
carries approx. 3.9 million
passengers every day
through its 1810 services
daily. Central Railway runs
66 AC local services daily
carrying approximately
76,836 passengers per day.

Central Railway’s
Mumbai division conducts
frequent special ticket
checking drives in AC
locals and at stations to
curb cases of irregular
travelling and ensure the
safety and comfort of
bonafide passengers.

These special checks not
only help detect & penalise
passengers travelling with
irregular tickets, but also
makes a huge impact in
deterring others from
travelling ticketless.

During the financial year
2024-25 (up to January
2025),Mumbai Division’s
Ticket checking teams have
detected and penalised
81,709 cases of irregular
travel in AC locals and
recovered an amount of
Rs.2.70 crore as penalty.

“In comparison the
amount realised as penalty
during the corresponding
period last FY was Rs.1.19
crore from 35,885 cases of
irregular travel which is a
whooping increase of
almost 127%.

During the month of
January-2025, an amount of
Rs.27.82 lakhs was realised
from 8,535 cases of irregular

travel as against Rs.11.83
lakhs from 3,511 cases
during January-2024. This
is an increase of 135.05% in
revenue and 143.09% in no
of cases.

In December the
number of persons
detected travelling without
proper tickets were 9,134 in
December-2024, 9,698 in
November-2024 and 11,532
in October 2024.

“An amount of Rs.29.56
lakhs was realised as
penalty in December 2024,
Rs.31.84 lakhs in November
and Rs.37.45 lakhs in
October 2024

““To further enhance
the travel experience of
passengers and curb
irregular travel in AC locals,
Central Railway's Mumbai
Division has launched
several initiatives,
including:

““• A dedicated AC

Task Force in suburban
trains

“• A Whatsapp
complaint number
(7208819987) for assistance
during peak hours

“• A Special
Monitoring Team to
oversee issues of irregular
travel“It may be noted that
the dedicated number is
only for messaging the
issue on the given number
and that no phone calls can
be made on the same.

““Central Railway is
committed to work
tirelessly to prevent
irregular travel and ensure
a safe and comfortable
travel experience to its
passengers.

““Central Railway
appeals to its passengers to
travel with dignity by
purchasing proper and valid
railway tickets in order to
avoid inconvenience.

Indian Railways taking Strict action against
miscreants indulging in the acts of vandalism and
destruction to railway property in all such cases
(Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Feb 20 : On
10th February 2025, some
unruly passengers
damaged 73 glass windows
of AC Coaches of Train
Number 12561 Swatantrata
Senani Express (Ex.
Jaynagar- New Delhi) at
Madhubani Railway
Station. This created a
panic and chaos amongst
the railway passengers.
Miscreants took advantage
of the fact that there was
no RPF or GRP post at
Madhubani. After
committing the act of
causing damage to
Railways property, the

miscreants fled.
In response to this act

of vandalism, the Railway
Protection Force (RPF),
East Central Railway took
swift action by registering
a case under Sections
145(b), 146, 153 & 174(a) of
the Railways Act vide
Crime No. 168/2025 at RPF
Post/Darbhanga. A special
team of RPF was
constituted to identify the
culprits and to bring them
to justice.

During enquiry by the
special team, information
was gathered from sources
and through technical
evidence resulting in

identification and arrest of
a juvenile, who was found
to be involved in the
incident. He has confessed
his involvement in the
incident and expressed
remorse.

The enquiry into the
case is actively under
progress to identify and
apprehend other
individuals involved in
other similar incidents of
vandalism. RPF is
committed to take strict
action against the
miscreants indulging in
acts of destruction/ damage
to railway property.

Railway property is a

national asset, and any act
of damaging railway
property is illegal. RPF has
made necessary security in
coordination with the State
Government and GRP
authorities to ensure the
safety and security of
passengers and protect
railway infrastructure.

While ensuring security
to the Passengers with
utmost commitment, the
RPF is also committed to
taking strict action against
those involved in such
unlawful activities. We
urge the public to refrain
from engaging in unlawful
activities and acts which

jeopardize public safety.
Section 153 of the

Railways Act, 1989 states
that anyone who endangers
the safety of a person
traveling on a railway can
be punished with up to five
years in prison. This
includes obstructing or
attempting to obstruct
railway rolling stock.
Section 174(a) of the
Railways Act, 1989 covers
the offense of obstructing
a train or other rolling stock.
The penalty for an offense
under Section 174(a) is
imprisonment for up to two
years, a fine of up to two
thousand rupees, or both.

Facility of advance booking of
unreserved tickets over non -
Suburban section : Western Railway

Advance Ticketing Facility to Ease Travel during Peak Seasons
(Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Feb 20 :
Western Railway is
committed to providing
convenient and hassle-free
travel experiences to its
passengers. In this
direction, Railways is
providing passengers with
the facility to book
unreserved tickets up to
three days in advance
(excluding the day of travel)
for journeys exceeding 200
km in the non-suburban
section. This facility is
available at all Unreserved
Ticketing System (UTS)
counters, ensuring
convenience and ease of
ticketing for passengers.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr
Vineet Abhishek, this
initiative aims to reduce the
rush and queues at ticket
counters, particularly
during peak travel seasons
such as Holi, Diwali,
Summer/Winter vacations,
Christmas and other
holidays. Western Railway
urges passengers to take
advantage of this advance
booking facility to avoid
last-minute rush at UTS
booking windows and
enjoy a hassle-free journey.

Mr Vineet informed that
many passengers are still

unaware of this convenient
provision, and Western
Railway is making
continuous efforts to
spread awareness about
the same. This facility is
especially beneficial for
passengers traveling long
distances, as it allows them
to plan their journeys and
also purchase tickets in
advance. It will bring relief
to passengers during peak
travel seasons.

Passengers are
encouraged to plan their
journeys well in advance
and make use of this facility
for a smooth, stress-free,
and comfortable travel
experience.

DRM inspected Naupada - Para section : ECoR
(Standard Post Bureau)

Visakhapatnam, Feb 20
: Divisional Railway
Manager of East Coast
Railway Shri Manoj
Kumar Sahoo led a
comprehensive inspection
of key railway facilities in
Naupada- Paralakhemundi
section and safety
inspection, accompanied
by senior officials from
ECoR headquarters and
the division today
(20.02.2025).

The inspection
commenced at
Paralakhemundi railway
station where DRM
inspected the progress of
the Amrit bharat Station
works, examined various
amenities including
waiting halls, railway
offices, 12 metres foot
over bridge etc. He
interacted with various
representatives and media
to address their concerns
and gain insights into
passenger experiences

and service expectations.
The inspection

continued at Naupada
railway station, where
DRM evaluated the
existing amenities and
ongoing developmental
projects.

He reviewed the
progress of Amrit station
works including
inspection of the 12
metres wide Foot Over
Bridge.

Further, he inspected
the works of Road Over
Bridge at Tilaru and
reviewed the progress.
During the visit, he
engaged with railway
officials to gather
feedback and insights on
operational efficiencies
and passenger services.
He also conducted a
inspection of critical areas
and yards, emphasizing
on operational
enhancements and future
developmental plans for
the region.

Strict action against the
miscreants indulging in acts
of  destruction to railway
property at Madhubani Stn.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Hyderabad, Feb 20 : A special team of RPF constituted

to identify the culprits. Railway appeals passengers to
refrain from any act of damaging railway property. On 10th
February 2025, unruly passengers damaged the 73 glass windows
of AC Coaches of Train Number 12561 Swatantrata Senani
Express (Ex. Jaynagar- New Delhi) at Madhubani Railway Station
and created a panic and chaos amongst the railway passengers.

In response to this act of vandalism, the Railway
Protection Force (RPF), East Central Railway took swift
action by registering a case under Sections 145(b), 146,
153 & 174(a) of the Railways Act vide Crime No. 168/2025.

A special team of RPF was constituted to identify the
culprits. During enquiry by the special team, information
was gathered from sources and through technical evidence
resulting in identification and arrest of a juvenile, who was
found to be involved in the incident. He has confessed his
involvement in the incident and expressed remorse. The
enquiry into the case is actively under progress to identify
and apprehend other individuals involved in other similar
incidents of vandalism. RPF is committed to take strict
action against the miscreants indulging in acts of
destruction/ damage to railway property.

Railway property is a national asset, and any act of
damaging railway property is illegal. RPF has made
necessary security in coordination with the State
Government and GRP authorities to ensure the safety and
security of passengers and protect railway infrastructure.

While ensuring security to the Passengers with utmost
commitment, the RPF is also committed to taking strict
action against those involved in such unlawful activities.

We urge the public to refrain from engaging in unlawful
activities and acts which jeopardize public safety.

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed a recent
decision of the Lokpal of
India that asserted
jurisdiction over High Court
judges, raising significant
legal questions about the
scope of the Lokpal Act.

A Bench comprising

SC stays Lokpal Order on Jurisdiction over High Court Judges
Justice B.R. Gavai, Justice
Surya Kant, and Justice
Abhay S. Oka took suo
motu cognizance of the
matter and issued notice,
expressing serious
concerns over the
implications of Lokpal’s
ruling.The case before the
Lokpal presided over by

former Supreme Court
judge Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar, involved
allegations against a sitting
High Court judge. The judge
was accused of influencing
an Additional District
Judge and another High
Court judge to favour a
private company in a civil

dispute.Taking note of the
Lokpal's order, the Supreme
Court stepped in to examine
whether the Lokpal Act
extends to the higher
judiciary. During the
hearing, Justice Gavai
remarked, " Mr Solicitor, we
would like to issue notice,
Something very very

d i s t u r b i n g . " S e n i o r
Advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing in the matter,
supported the Court's
intervention, emphasizing
the need for clarity on the
Lokpal’s jurisdiction over
judges. "The law needs to be
laid down. The order needs to
be stayed," Sibal submitted.

MoD signs
Rs 697 crore
contracts for
procurement of
RTFLT for Armed
Forces

New Delhi, Feb 20 (UNI)
The Defence Ministry has
signed contracts with ACE
Limited and JCB India
Limited for procurement of
1868 Rough Terrain Fork
Lift Trucks (RTFLT) worth
Rs 697.35 crore for Indian
Army, Indian Air Force and
Indian Navy.

These contracts were
signed in presence of
Defence Secretary R K
Singh, a Defence Ministry
statement said here on
Thursday.

Rough Terrain Fork Lift
Truck (RTFLT) is a critical
equipment  which wil l
assist in various combat
and logis t ics  support
tasks by avoiding manual
handling of enormous
number of stores, thus
enhancing the
operational effectiveness
of the armed forces.

This project has
immense potential of direct
and indirect employment
generation by encouraging
MSME sector through
c o m p o n e n t ’ s
manufacturing.
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