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Kashi Tamil Sangamam to take
tradition of thousands of years ....

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday said that in line with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision the initiative undertaken by the state
government has led to nearly 51 crore devotees taking
a holy dip in the Triveni Sangam of Ganga,

India poised for 6–8% growth
amid global uncertainty:

Bengaluru, Feb 15 (UN) India is set to sustain a
growth rate of 6–8% in the coming years while keeping
inflation under control, Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said, attributing the country’s economic
resilience to structural reforms and strong
policymaking.
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10 passengers injured in stampede
at New Delhi railway station

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNI) At least 10
passengers were injured in
a stampede at the New
Delhi railway station on
Saturday night, an official
said.According to official
sources, at around 10 pm,
there was a stampede
among a large number of
passengers who had come
to platform number 14 and
15 due to some reason, in
which many passengers
were injured.

The Delhi Police put
the number of injured at 10.

It is reported that when
the Prayagraj Express was
standing on platform
number 14, there were
many people present on
the platform.Swatantrata
Senani Express and

Heavy rush of passengers to catch a train for Mahakumbh, at the New Delhi railway
station. A stampede-like situation occurred at the station, injuring many.

Bhubaneswar Rajdhani
were delayed, and

passengers of these trains
were also present at

platforms 12, 13 and 14.
According to Delhi

Police, 1,500 general tickets
were sold by the railways
every hour. That is why
the crowd became
uncontrollable. There were
reports of stampede at
platform number 14 and
near escalators near
platform number 16.
According to sources, the
Railway Protection Force
and Delhi Police reached
the spot as soon as the
incident was reported and
the injured were
immediately taken to the
hospital.

Sources said that in
view of the sudden rush,
the Railways has
announced to run four
special trains for Prayagraj
Mahakumbh in a bid to
reduce congestion.

Counterfeit
currency racket
busted,
five-member
gang held

Kakinada, Feb 15(UNI)
The East Godavari police
have busted a counterfeit
currency racket with the
arrest of five members of a
gang.

Police identified the
accused as Chitturi
Haribabu(34) Seelam
Srinivas (35) Cheekatla
Yedukondalu (40) Donepudi
Madhu(27) and Karri
Manikumar (40).

Sources said the
accused were arrested after
they gave counterfeit note
of Rs.500 to a garage owner
for repairing their car in
Biccavolu on February 1.
When the garage owner tried
to buy grocery the notes
were found fake.
Immediately he lodged a
complaint that led to the
arrest of the accused.

The police teams formed
by the SP arrested the
accused and seized the
counterfeit notes of Rs.500,
Rs.200, and Rs.100
denominations worth
Rs.1,02,80,000 from their
possession.Police also
seized a computer, CPU,
Laminator, Pen drive, scanner,
and SBI paper sheet bundles.

Govt organises Sant Sevalal Maharaj Jayanti celebrations
Hyderabad, Feb 15

(UNI) The Telangana
government officially
organized the grand Sant
Sevalal Maharaj Jayanti
celebrations at Banjara
Bhavan in Banjara Hills on
Saturday, marking the
286th birth anniversary of
the revered deity of the
Banjara tribes.

The event witnessed an
overwhelming presence of
tribal communities who
gathered to pay homage to
their spiritual leader.

Telangana Panchayati
Raj, Rural Development,
Women and Child Welfare
Minister Dr Danasari
Anasuya Seethakka
attended the celebrations
as the guest of honour,
alongside Deputy Chief
Minister Batti Vikramarka.
The tribal attendees

warmly welcomed the
dignitaries following the
traditional Lambadi tribal
customs.

The event commenced
with a traditional worship
program dedicated to Sant
Sevalal Maharaj. Tribal
leaders rang the sacred
namgar, signifying the
beginning of the rituals.
Seethakka garlanded the
statue of Sant Sevalal and
paid her respects,
reaffirming the
government's commitment
to preserving and
promoting the rich cultural
heritage of the Banjara
community.

Adding to the festive
spirit, Seethakka actively
participated in a traditional
dance with tribal women,
highlighting the vibrant
and dynamic cultural

traditions of the Lambadi
people.

In her speech,
Seethakka began by
chanting, "Jai Sevalal
Maharaj ki Jai." She
expressed gratitude to
Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy for his
support in tribal
development and for
sanctioning the
requested funds to
celebrate Sant Sevalal
Jayanti with grandeur.

"We should work
with the devotion, faith,
and trust that Sevalal
embodied. We must pass
on his legacy of service
to future generations,"
she emphasized.

Wishing everyone a
joyful Sevalal Jayanti, she
stated, "There is no
present without history,

and no tomorrow without
today. Our nation is built
on the foundations of
history, and we must move
forward with the teachings
of peace, equality, and
non-violence imparted by
Sant Sevalal. Banjaras
should strive for the
harmony of the community
as guided by him."

From the nomadic life
of Banjaras to their
significant contributions
today, the event
highlighted the
community's journey and
cultural pride.

Tribal associations
honoured Minister
Seethakka for her
contributions, and she, in
turn, recognized tribals
who excelled in various
fields.

Several prominent

leaders and government
officials graced the
occasion, including
Government Advisor Vem
Narender Reddy, MP
Balaram Nayak, Whip
Ramachandra Nayak,
Agriculture
Commission member
Ramulu Nayak, former
MPs Ravinder Nayak
and V Hanumantha
Rao,  a long  wi th
MLAs Balu  Nayak,
Revur i  Prakash
Reddy, Murali Nayak,
Kumbham Anil Reddy,
and Ramdas Nayak.
Other notable attendees
included Friends Sagar
Rao, Tricar Chairman
Bellaiah Nayak,
Agriculture Commission
Chairman Kodanda Reddy,
and Seeds Corporation
Chairman Anvesh Reddy.

Vijayawada Feb 16 (UNI)
Five people, including a
couple, were killed in two
road accidents in Andhra
Pradesh on Sunday.

Police said that three
persons including a woman
and his son were killed
when the car in which they
were travelling collided with
a lorry at Nemalipuri village
in Rajupalem Mandal in
Palnadu district.

The deceased were

Couple among five killed in
two road accidents

identified as Sheik Najima,
Nurullah, and Habibullah.
The accident took place
when the deceased were
going to Rajupalem village
from Hyderabad. The police
registered a case and shifted
the bodies to the GGH in
Narasaraopet for
postmortem.

In another road accident,
a couple was killed when the
car in which they were
travelling collided with a

lorry at Dodlavarimitta
village in Pellakuru Mandal
in Tirupati district.

 The deceased were
identified as Gannu Madhav
Krishna (48) and Sarita
Sumangal (43).

The accident took place
when the deceased were
going to Tirupati from
Hyderabad. The police
removed the vehicle from the
road and cleared the traffic
after the accident.

Union Minister Kishan Reddy
slams BRS, and Congress

Nalgonda, Feb 15 (UNI)
: Union Minister and
Telangana BJP President G
Kishan Reddy criticised the
previous BRS government
and the current Congress
administration for
neglecting the welfare of
teachers and failing to address
critical issues in the education
sector.Speaking at the teachers’
conference held at Nalgonda on
Saturday, he emphasised the
importance of the Legislative
Council in safeguarding
teachers' rights and called for
electing representatives
committed to social welfare
rather than political
affiliations.

Reddy highlighted that
the Legislative Council was
granted special powers to
address the needs of certain
communities and had once
been a strong platform where
teachers and graduates
voiced their concerns.He
recalled leaders like V Rama
Rao, D Suryaprakash Reddy,
Chalapathi Rao, Ranga
Reddy, and Dr Rajeshwar
Rao, who as MLCs had
actively spoken about
education-related issues.

However, he alleged that
after BRS came to power, the
council was weakened as

elected representatives from
the teachers' and graduates'
constituencies were
absorbed into the party and
rendered ineffective.

He lamented that recent
years have seen a complete
lack of discussion on
teachers' problems in the
council.According to Reddy,
neither the BRS nor
Congress have shown
interest in resolving
teachers' issues, which has
discouraged many political
parties from contesting
these elections.However, he
reaffirmed that the BJP is
determined to fight for
teachers' rights and is
contesting two MLC seats
for teachers, promising to
amplify their voices in the
council without yielding to
pressure.Reddy accused the
Congress of failing to fulfill
its election promises, such
as establishing international
schools in every Mandal,
implementing education
assurance cards, allocating
15 percent of the budget to
education, and releasing
funds for universities.

He criticised the
government for not
recruiting teachers despite
its pre-election promise to

provide two lakh jobs. He
also pointed out that
unemployed youth were
promised Rs 4,000 per
month, which has not been
delivered, and five Dearness
Allowances (DAs) are still
pending for employees.

He further stated that
20,000 teachers continue to
suffer under GO 317, with
their grievances remaining
unaddressed. He accused
the Congress of following
the same governance
pattern as the previous BRS
government, asserting that
there has been no real
change except for the KCR
family being replaced by the
Rahul Gandhi family.

Calling for a radical
political shift in Telangana,
Reddy urged voters to
remember the sacrifices of
Telangana activists and
students and work towards
forming a true people’s
government.He also
highlighted the economic
benefits brought by the BJP-
led central government, stating
that the tax exemption limit had
increased from Rs 2.5 lakh to
Rs 12.7 lakh under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
reducing the financial
burden on employees.

Qatar Amir to visit
India Feb 17-18,
hold talks with
President, PM Modi

New Delhi, Feb 15 (UNI) The Amir of Qatar, Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani is paying a State Visit to India
on February 17-18 at the invitation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.The Qatar Amir will be accompanied by a
high-level delegation, including Ministers, senior officials
and a business delegation, a statement said.This would be
the second visit of the Amir of Qatar to India. He had
earlier come to India on a State Visit in March 2015.

The Amir of Qatar will be accorded a ceremonial
welcome at the forecourt of Rashtrapati Bhawan on
February 18.During his visit, the Amir will hold discussions
with President Droupadi Murmu, who will also host a
banquet in his honour. The Amir will hold talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi covering various aspects of the
bilateral relations.India and Qatar have deep-rooted
historical ties of friendship, trust and mutual respect. In
recent years, the ties between the two countries including
in the areas of trade, investment, energy, technology,
culture and people-to-people ties have continued to
strengthen.The Indian community residing in Qatar forms
the largest expatriate community of Qatar, and is
appreciated for its positive contribution in the progress
and development of Qatar. The visit of the Amir will provide
further momentum to our growing multifaceted partnership,
the statement added.

The Amir of Qatar’s visit comes days after EAM
Jaishankar paid an official visit to Qatar from December 30-
January 1, 2025, during which he met the Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister of Qatar Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani.

Meanwhile, the first meeting of the India-Qatar Joint
Business Council was held virtually on Thursday.

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNI) Union Minister of
State (MoS) for Coal and
Mines Satish Chandra
Dubey and Sri Lanka's
Industry and
Entrepreneurship
Development Minister
Sunil Handunnetti on
Saturday discussed
bilateral cooperation in
mineral exploration and
mining, particularly in
securing critical minerals
essential for economic
and industrial growth.

"A key focus was
placed on Sri Lanka’s
vast graphite and beach
sand mineral resources,
which hold immense
potential in supporting
the global shift towards
clean energy, advanced
battery technologies,
and high-tech
industries," an official
statement said.

During the meeting,
both leaders
acknowledged the
importance of
strengthening
collaboration in mineral

India, Sri Lanka discuss cooperation
in securing critical minerals

exploration and mining
opportunities for Indian
companies in Sri Lanka.

MoS Dubey
emphasized during the
meeting that India's
National Critical Mineral
Mission is aimed at
securing a steady supply
of essential raw materials
like lithium, graphite,
nickel, cobalt, and
copper to meet the
country’s ambitious
renewable energy target.

As per the statement,
Dubey also stated that
India is actively working
towards granting mining
rights for critical
minerals, forging
international
partnerships, and
encouraging Indian
companies to acquire
mineral assets globally.

"Both sides engaged
in in-depth discussions
on exploration
opportunities,
technological
collaboration, and
investment prospects in
these sectors. The

possibility of mineral
exploration on a
Government-to-
Government (G2G) basis
was also discussed, with
the Geological Survey of
India (GSI) expressing
its interest in
conducting mineral
assessments in Sri
Lanka.

Additionally, Sri
Lanka requested India to
encourage Indian
companies to participate
in the exploration and
development of its
beach sand and graphite
resources," the
statement said.

India and Sri Lanka
are in the process of
finalising a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
on “Cooperation in the
Field of Geology and
Mineral Resources” to
provide a strong
framework for deepening
collaboration in capacity
building, mining
exploration, and advanced
mineral processing.
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Relatives wait outside the airport ahead of the second batch of the immigrants' arrival from the US, in Amritsar.

Hyderabad, Feb 15
(UNI) The Telangana
government has taken
significant steps to
enhance the supply of sand
at affordable prices while
curbing illegal
transportation.

As part of these efforts,
the extraction of sand at
designated reaches has
been increased, with 1 lakh
metric tons (MTs) of sand
uploaded on the Telangana
State Mineral Development
Corporation (TGMDC)
portal, doubling the
previous availability of
50,000 MTs. Strict action is
also being taken against
lorries found transporting
sand without valid waybills
or carrying overloads, an
official statement said on
Saturday.

To prevent illegal sand
transportation to private
stockyards in and around
Hyderabad, authorities
have intensified checks.

In response to
numerous grievances from
lorry associations and
individual lorry owners,
concerns were raised
regarding inspections at
private "addas" where sand

Govt ensures
increased sand supply
and tackles illegal
transportation

is transported from reaches
and stored for resale in
smaller quantities.

These complaints were
formally submitted to the
Principal Secretary, Mines
and Geology, the Director
of Mines and Geology, and
the Vice Chairman and
Managing Director
(VCMD) of TGMDC.

Following a
comprehensive review, the
consolidated grievances
were forwarded to the
Commissioner, HYDRA, the
Transport Department, and
police officials for
resolution. The concerned
authorities responded
promptly, taking necessary
steps to address the issues
and streamline operations.

After the issue was
resolved, Rajender Reddy,
President of the Telangana
Lorry Owners Association,
expressed his gratitude to
the government and
officials.He released a
video message thanking
them for their swift action
in resolving the concerns
of lorry owners and
ensuring smooth operat-
ions in the sand supply
chain, the statement added

Hyderabad, Feb 15
(UNI) :Grace Cancer
Foundation (GCF) and
Infosys Foundation have
entered into a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) here
on Saturday for HPV
Vaccine Drive to administer
500 vaccines free to
underprivileged girls in the
city. On the occasion of
International Child Cancer
day, the MoU was formally
exchanged by Dr.
Chinnababu Sunkavalli,
Senior Consultant Robotic
Surgical Oncologist and
the founder of GRACE
Cancer Foundation and
Vamshi Muthyapu, Project
Manager of Infosys Ltd on
behalf of Infosys
Foundation in the presence
of A. Kanthi Wesley,
Director, Women
Development & Child
Welfare, Government of
Telangana at a brief
function held here.

Under this agreement,
Infosys Foundation will
support Grace Cancer
Foundation to the extent of
500 beneficiaries.

On the whole, it will be
1000 doses as beneficiaries
need to take two doses
within six months.Speaking
on the occasion, Kanthi
said Telangana must
become a cancer free state.

She appreciated both
the foundations for this
initiative which is the need
of the hour.The Director of
Women development and
Child Welfare appealed to
Vamshi Muthyapu, to
consider 100 girls studying
in the Orphanage run by
the Department for the
vaccine.Vamshi responded

Grace Cancer
Foundation, Infosys
Foundation enter
into MoU for HPV
vaccine drive

positively and hundred
beneficiaries of the
Orphanage will be
administered the HPV
Vaccine on World Womens
Day on March 8.

Speaking on the
occasion, Dr Chinnababu
said cervical Cancer is
100% preventable with the
HPV Vaccine. So that
Cervical Cancer is no more
a threat to humanity. It is
the most affordable and
indigenously made vaccine.
Let us make Telangana a
Cervical Free Cancer Day

Just the way Polio is
eradicated from the world,
so should be the Cancer
particularly Cervical
Cancer, which is the second
most cancer prevalent in
women should be
eliminated from this world,
said Vamshi.

We will finish 250 doses
before the end of March
this year and balance after
that, he said.

The Project manager of
Infosys wished other
organisations to come
forward to support this
HPV Vaccination drive and
the drive becomes from 500
doses to 5000 doses with
their support.

The beneficiaries will be
identified by Grace Cancer
Foundation. They will be
girls from underprivileged
backgrounds in the age
group of 9 to 14 years, from
localities in and around
Pocharam and Gachibowli,
where Infosys Campuses
are located in the city. We
will also look for girls from
Government schools and
u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d
backgrounds, Dr
Chinnababu added.

Hyderabad, Feb 15
(UNI) : On the eve of
World Childhood Cancer
Day, Basavatarakam Indo
American Cancer Hospital
& Research Institute
(BIACH&RI) inaugurated
an ultra-modern paediatric
oncology ward and
paediatric ICU to enhance
cancer care for children.

The facilities were
inaugurated by
Nandamuri Balakrishna,
Chairman of BIACH&RI,
through traditional rituals,
marking a significant step
towards strengthening
paediatric cancer
treatment.As part of the
event, BIACH&RI also
launched a special cancer
care fund to support
underprivileged children
battling cancer, ensuring
they receive the
necessary medical
treatment.

Speaking at the
inauguration, Balakrishna
emphasised the need for
better healthcare and

Nandamuri Balakrishna inaugurates ultra-
modern paediatric cancer ward at BIACH&RI

education for children. He
highlighted how cancer
impacts entire families and
reiterated BIACH&RI’s
commitment to providing
comprehensive treatment
for paediatric cancer
patients.He noted that the
hospital's paediatric
cancer ward, which
initially started with 12
beds, has now expanded
to a 120-bed facility,
demonstrating its
dedication to paediatric
oncology. The hospital
provides a range of
treatments, from regular
chemotherapy to
advanced Bone Marrow
Transplants (BMT).

He proudly announced
that BIACH&RI has
successfully completed
over 200 BMT procedures
exclusively for children,
the highest in the country.

Acknowledging the
increasing number of
paediatric cancer cases,
Sri Balakrishna outlined
the hospital's plans to

expand its facilities,
including the upcoming
construction of a new
centre in the Andhra
Pradesh capital region.

He also stressed the
importance of the special
cancer care fund for
children and urged donors
to contribute, ensuring
that no child is deprived
of critical treatment due to
financial constraints.

Dr Veerendra Patil,
Paediatric Oncologist at
BIACH&RI, spoke about
the significance of World
Childhood Cancer Day
and its 2025 theme,
"Inspiring Action." He
highlighted the need for a
collective effort to
address the challenges
faced by children fighting
cancer.He assured that
BIACH&RI’s paediatric
oncology team,
comprising various
specialists, is always
ready to provide
comprehensive care and
that the newly

inaugurated facilities will
further enhance the
hospital’s capacity to treat
more children.

During the event,
Balakrishna interacted
with young cancer
patients, distributed gifts,
and posed for
photographs with them
and their families. He also
took selfies with parents
and enquired about their
children’s treatment,
offering words of
encouragement and
support.

The event was
attended by JSR Prasad,
Trust Board Member,
BIACH&RI, Dr K
Krishniah, CEO, Dr TS
Rao, Medical Director, Dr
Phani Koteswara Rao,
Medical Superintendent,
Dr Senthil Rajappa, Head
of Medical Oncology, Dr.
Veerendra Patil, and
several doctors, nursing
staff, paramedics, young
cancer patients, and their
families.

Hyderabad, Feb 15
(UNI) : The Confederation
of Indian Industry’s (CII)
Indian Green Building
Council (IGBC) hosted the
first edition of the Green
Telangana Summit 2025 at
HICC, Novotel, Hyderabad,
on Saturday.

The summit, themed
“Building a Sustainable
Future Together – A People-
Centric Approach,” marked
a significant step toward
sustainable urban
development in Telangana.

It brought together key
government officials,
developers, architects, and
sustainability experts.
Prominent dignitaries at the
event included Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, Dr. E Vishnu
Vardhan Reddy (IFS), Vice
Chairman & Managing
Director of Telangana

Hyd Green Pharma ‘Future City’ to implement
IGBC’s green and sustainable measures

Industrial Infrastructure
Corporation (TGIIC), and C.
Shekar Reddy, National
Vice Chairman of IGBC,
among others.

A key highlight of the
event was the signing of a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
between TGIIC and IGBC,
committing to the
implementation of green
and sustainable measures
in the upcoming Hyderabad
Green Pharma City (Future
City, Hyderabad) near
Mucherla.

The Future City project,
envisioned as India’s first
Net Zero Carbon City, will
integrate green building
principles across its
planning and development.

Designed as a futuristic
urban hub, the project will
encompass key sectors
such as artificial

intelligence, electronics, life
sciences, data centers, and
medical tourism.dditionally,
it will feature metro rail
connectivity, specialty
hospitals, sports
infrastructure, and a skill
development university,
reinforcing its role as a
model for sustainable
urban growth.Addressing
the summit, Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka reaffirmed the
Telangana government’s
commitment to
sustainability, emphasising
that the state is undergoing
transformative growth with
sustainability at its core. He
highlighted the
government’s collaboration
with CII-IGBC to integrate
green practices across all
sectors, ensuring an
improved quality of life for
citizens.The event also

celebrated a major
milestone of 1,000 IGBC-
registered Green and Net
Zero Projects in Telangana,
including landmark sites
such as Rail Nilayam,
Secunderabad Railway
Station, Capgemini
Hyderabad, and Rainbow
Vistas Rock Garden.

As part of IGBC’s Green
Crusader 2025 initiative, 52
new projects covering 163
million square feet were
registered under Green and
Net Zero Ratings. These
projects span diverse
categories, including office
buildings, schools,
residential complexes, and
industrial facilities, further
solidifying Telangana’s
leadership in sustainable
urban planning.

Dr Vishnu Vardhan
Reddy highlighted
Hyderabad’s emergence as

a premier investment hub
for IT, pharmaceuticals, and
electronics. He emphasised
that integrating green
infrastructure and smart
city policies would
accelerate economic growth
while promoting
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability.

The summit also
featured insightful panel
discussions on key topics
such as Sustainable Urban
Planning, Smart Cities, and
Future Green Construction.

Experts shared
perspectives on eco-
friendly materials, energy-
efficient designs, circular
economy practices, and
net-zero energy buildings.
They underscored the
importance of collaboration
between government
bodies, businesses, and
investors to ensure

sustainable development
amid rapid urbanization.

IGBC’s National Vice
Chairman, C Shekar Reddy,
noted that India is
undergoing one of the
largest urbanization waves
in history, and Telangana
has the potential to emerge
as a model state for
sustainable development.

He emphasised that the
state’s commitment to
green infrastructure could
serve as an example for how
cities can balance growth
with environmental
responsibility.The Green
Telangana Summit 2025
concluded with the
recognition of IGBC Green
Crusaders for their
dedication to sustainable
construction, further
reinforcing Telangana’s
vision for a greener, cleaner,
and more resilient future.

Hyderabad, Feb 15
(UNI) : The Left parties
have strongly criticised
the Union Budget,
accusing the Modi
government of cutting
allocations for essential
public welfare while
favouring the wealthy
through increased
subsidies.

Calling it a “huge
betrayal of the common
people,” they have
announced large-scale
protests across the state
on February 18 and 19 to
oppose what they
describe as an anti-people
budget.

As part of the
nationwide call by All
India Left parties, state
units will organize
demonstrations in district,
mandal, and urban
centers, urging the
government to adopt
alternative proposals that
prioritise public welfare
over corporate benefits.

The Left leaders have
pledged to mobilize
people in support of these
demands. They are
calling for a 4 per cent
wealth tax on India's top
200 billionaires and an
increase in corporate tax
to generate revenue for
public welfare.

They are also
demanding a legally
guaranteed Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for
agricultural produce,
withdrawal of 100 per
cent Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in the
insurance sector, and a
halt to public sector
privatization.

Further, the parties
are pressing for a 50 per
cent increase in
allocations for the Rural
Employment Guarantee

Left parties to hold
statewide protests
against union
budget on Feb 18-19

Scheme (MGNREGS)
and its extension to
urban areas.

They seek an
allocation of 3 per cent
of GDP each for the
health and education
sectors, strengthening
of the Public
Distribution System
(PDS) through higher
food subsidies, and
increased central
allocations for SC, ST,
women, and child
welfare programs.

Additionally, they
are demanding greater
central contributions to
the honorarium of
scheme workers,
increased fund transfers
to states, abolition of
cesses and surcharges
on petroleum
products, and the
passage of the
Finance Bill in
Parliament
incorporating these
alternative proposals.

Prominent Left
leaders, including
John Wesley (CPI-M),
Koonamneni
Sambasiva Rao (CPI),
Potu Ranga Rao (CPI-
ML Massline),
Gadagoni Ravi (MCPI-
U), Sadineni
Venkateswara Rao
(CPI-ML New
Democracy), JV
Chalapathi Rao (CPI-
ML New Democracy),
Janaki Ramulu (RSP),
CH Murahari (SUCI-
C), Mamindla
Rameshraja (CPI-ML
Liberation), B Surender
Reddy (Forward Bloc),
and Prasadanna (CPI-
ML), have jointly
endorsed the protest
movement, urging public
participation to challenge
the budget’s policies.

Hyderabad, Feb 15
(UNI) The Telangana
government has taken
significant steps to
enhance the supply of sand
at affordable prices while
curbing illegal
transportation.

As part of these efforts,
the extraction of sand at
designated reaches has
been increased, with 1 lakh

Govt ensures increased sand supply and tackles illegal transportation
metric tons (MTs) of sand
uploaded on the Telangana
State Mineral Development
Corporation (TGMDC)
portal, doubling the
previous availability of
50,000 MTs. Strict action is
also being taken against
lorries found transporting
sand without valid waybills
or carrying overloads, an
official statement said on

Saturday.To prevent illegal
sand transportation to
private stockyards in and
around Hyderabad,
authorities have intensified
checks.In response to
numerous grievances from
lorry associations and
individual lorry owners,
concerns were raised
regarding inspections at
private "addas" where sand

is transported from reaches
and stored for resale in
smaller quantities.

These complaints were
formally submitted to the
Principal Secretary, Mines
and Geology, the Director
of Mines and Geology, and
the Vice Chairman and
Managing Director
(VCMD) of
TGMDC.Following a

comprehensive review, the
consolidated grievances
were forwarded to the
Commissioner, HYDRA, the
Transport Department, and
police officials for
resolution. The concerned
authorities responded
promptly, taking necessary
steps to address the issues
and streamline operations.

After the issue was

resolved, Rajender Reddy,
President of the Telangana
Lorry Owners Association,
expressed his gratitude to
the government and
officials.He released a video
message thanking them for
their swift action in resolving
the concerns of lorry owners and
ensuring smooth operations in
the sand supply chain, the
statement added
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In this image posted by @KirenRijiju via X, Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju
during his visit to the Dargah Hazratbal Shrine, in Srinagar.

Bengaluru, Feb 15 (UN)
: India is set to sustain a
growth rate of 6–8% in the
coming years while keeping
inflation under control,
Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said, attributing
the country’s economic
resilience to structural
reforms and strong
policymaking.

Speaking on reporters
here on Saturday, Vaishnaw
stressed on India's
economic trajectory,
highlighting how the
country has transformed
from being part of the
Fragile Five a decade ago
to becoming the world’s
fastest-growing major
economy today.

Vaishnaw noted that

India poised for 6-8% growth amid global uncertainty: Vaishnaw
between 2004 and 2014,
India's economy had
deteriorated, with investors
losing confidence in its
financial stability. However,
since 2014, the government
has focused on rebuilding
institutions, strengthening
the banking sector, and
driving large-scale
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
development.

He pointed out that the
banking sector, which was
in distress a decade ago, is
now among the strongest
globally, thanks to reforms
such as the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) that
have addressed non-
performing assets and
improved financial
discipline.Infrastructure

growth has played a critical
role in sustaining economic
expansion. Vaishnaw said
that highway construction
has more than doubled,
railway modernisation has
gained momentum, and
new airports are being built
at an unprecedented pace.
He added that these
developments have not
only boosted connectivity
but also created
employment opportunities
and enhanced the ease of
doing business.

The digital revolution
has further strengthened
India’s economic position.
The minister recalled how,
a decade ago, call drops
were a major issue and
getting a mobile

connection was a
challenge. Today, India has
one of the world’s best 5G
networks, with data rates
lower than those in Europe
and the United States. The
fintech sector has also
witnessed extraordinary
growth, with the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI)
handling record transaction
volumes, making India a
global leader in digital
payments .Address ing
social welfare initiatives,
Vaishnaw said that the
government’s policies have
focused on ensuring
economic benefits reach all
sections of society. He
highlighted the impact of
the PM-Kisan Samman
Nidhi, which has tripled

Minimum Support Price
(MSP) payouts for farmers,
helping to reduce agrarian
distress. He also noted that
the number of IITs, IIMs,
and AIIMS institutions has
doubled, strengthening
India’s education and
healthcare systems. The
MSME sector, a crucial
component of the
economy, has received
better credit access and
protection from delayed
payments by large
corporations, ensuring
financial stability and
business growth.

Despite global
headwinds such as
geopolitical tensions and
supply chain disruptions,
India remains well-

positioned to sustain its
economic momentum.
Vaishnaw asserted that with
inflation under control,
strong policy measures in
place, and a focus on
inclusive growth, the
country is on track to
maintain its high growth
trajectory. He added that
rising foreign investments,
booming stock markets,
and rapid advancements in
digital and manufacturing
sectors indicate a bright
future for India's economy.

The minister concluded
by stating that the
upcoming budget would
further strengthen this
foundation, ensuring long-
term economic stability and
inclusive development.

Chennai, Feb 15 (UNI)
: In a surprise
development, the BJP-led
Government at the Centre
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
accorded ‘Y’ category
security to actor-politician
and Founder of the
nascent Tamilaga

Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
Vijay, triggering mixed
reactions from the
AIADMK and the BJP.
Orders to this effect were
issued by the Union
Home Ministry yesterday,
reports received here said.

The security cover
with a Central Reserve
Police Force component
would mean that the 50-
year-old actor-turned-
politician would have
personal security officials
guarding him round-the-
clock, along with an armed
guard at his residence and
place of stay, police
sources said.

The Centre according
'Y' category security to
the Kollywood youth
icon, who had termed BJP
as his party's 'ideological
enemy' and the ruling
DMK as 'political enemy',
has raised political
hackles in Tamil Nadu,
with the main

Opposition AIADMK
terming it as a possible
'bait' to rope TVK into the
NDA fold, ahead of the
2026 Assembly polls.

However, the BJP
dismissed it and said there
was nothing political in it
as Vijay, who had
ventured into public life
was provided the security
by the Centre considering
that there could be threat
perception to him.

Reacting to the
Centre's move, former
Minister and AIADMK
Deputy General Secretary

Centre provides 'Y' category security for TVK
Founder-actor Vijay, AIADMK, BJP reacts

KP Munusamy, talking to
reporters on the sidelines
of a function at
Krishnagiri district last
evening, said it was not
clear on what basis the
Modi government has
accorded the ‘Y’ category
security to Vijay.

It could be justified
considering his
popularity. But if one goes
by the BJP's history, it
could be an attempt to
rope him into the NDA
fold.

"If it is in view of Vijay
being a hugely popular
actor and crowds
swarming him wherever he
goes, it can be seen
justified. If not, it could be
a bait to get him onboard
in the NDA", the senior
leader of the AIADMK,
which had severed its ties
with the BJP, walked out
of the NDA and vowed
not to have any truck with
the saffron party in future
polls, said.

Meanwhile, BJP State
President K Annamalai
told reporters here on
Saturday that based on
reports that there was
some threat perception,
the Centre has accorded
'Y' category security to
the actor-politician as he
had ventured into public
life.

Mr Annamalai also
said that in the past
similar security status has
been provided to leaders
like Mr M Karunanidhi,
Mr M K Stalin--now Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister and
DMK President--while
they were in the
opposition.

"Now a similar security
has been provided to the
Leader of the Opposition
and AIADMK General
Secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami", Mr

Annamalai reasoned.
"Like other political

party leaders, Vijay was
also accorded 'Y' category
security", he added.

Questioning as to why
the State government has
not provided security to
Vijay, the BJP State Chief
said the Centre would
provide adequate security
cover if there is any threat
perception to those
involved in public life.
"There is no politics in it",
he asserted.

It may be noted that
Vijay, while addressing
TVK's maiden political
conference recently, had
launched a blistering
attack on the 'corrupt' and
'dynastic' DMK rule in the
State and the 'fascist' BJP,
while remaining silent on
AIADMK, which has
been working to cobble
up a strong alliance to
unseat the DMK and
return to power in the
2026 polls.

Vijay's announcement
in the conference that his
party was open for
alliance and was also
ready to share power--a
concept never seen in
Tamil Nadu political
history--has triggered a
debate in the political
circles.

The Centre's move
comes a couple of days
after Vijay and TVK senior
leaders holding
discussions with
renowned poll strategist
Prashant Kishor to devise
the strategy for the 2026
polls, which the TVK was
keen to win by a massive
mandate with the support
of the people and unseat
the DMK.

During the two-day
meeting, Prashant Kishor
was believed to have
given a detailed report

stating that the TVK
could garner a vote share
of 15 to 20 per cent and
the

The TVK is eyeing to
win by a massive mandate
in its maiden electoral
venture by banking on its
ideology unveiled by
Vijay at its maiden political
conference recently.
During the meeting with
Vijay and also withTVK
General Secretary N
Anand, Party's newly
appointed General
Secretary for Election
Campaign Management
Aadhav

Arjuna and TVK
Election Campaign
Strategist John
Arokiasamy, Prashant
Kishor in his report gave
inputs on how to
approach the Assembly
polls and the alliance
strategy to be adopted by
identifying potential allies.

Prashant, who also
discussed the prevailing
political situation in Tamil
Nadu and the existing
vote share gained by
leading political parties,
was believed to have told
the

TVK leaders that the
party could garner 15 to
20 per cent vote share and
also seems to have told
them on how to increase
this vote share, the
possible voter group who
could favour TVK in the
polls, those who would
not, the age group to be
targetted to maximise the
vote share during the
elections.

Though no formal
agreement was signed
between them to engage
him as the key poll
strategist, reports
indicated that Prashant
could act as a political
advisor to TVK.

Munich/New Delhi,
Feb 15 (UNI) ; External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar met with the
Federal Chancellor and
Foreign Minister of
Austria Alexander
Schallenberg, FM Emil
Hurezeanu of Romania,
FM Lars Rasmussen of
Denmark, FM Gerardo
Werthein of Argentina
and Norwegian Finance
Minister Jens Stoltenberg,
on the sidelines of the
Munich Security
Conference.In posts on X,
the EAM posted:

“Delighted to meet
with Federal Chancellor
and FM @a_schallenberg
Alexander Schallenberg of
Austria.“His insights on
the region are always
valuable.”

The Austrian FM
Schallenberg posted on X:

“Always a delight to
meet my dear colleague
@DrSJaishankar and
discuss how to jointly
tackle global challenges.
Proud to see Austrian-
Indian relations at an all-
time high!”

The EAM posted on
his meeting with the
Foreign Minister of
Romania:

“Welcomed the
meeting with FM
@emilhurezeanu Emil
Hurezeanu of Romania.

EAM meets with
counterparts from Austria,
Romania, Denmark,
Argentina in Munich

“Discussed advancing
our bilateral cooperation
in trade, connectivity, and
mobility.”

During his meeting
with the FM of Denmark,
the two discussed the
challenges of European
security.

“Glad to catch up with
FM @larsloekke Lars
Løkke Rasmussen of
Denmark.

“Discussed the
complex challenges of
European security.”

On his meeting with
the FM of Argentina, he
posted:“A good meeting
with Foreign and Trade
Minister Gerardo
Werthein of Argentina.

“Discussed further
expansion in our trade and
investment. Shared
perspectives on global
affairs.”

He met with Jens
Stoltenberg, Norwegian
Finance Minister and
incoming chair of the
Munich Security
Conference:

“Started the day today
meeting Norwegian
Finance Minister and
incoming chair of
@MunSecConf
@jensstoltenberg Jens
Stoltenberg.

“A useful exchange on
the evolving global
security architecture.”

New Delhi, Feb 15 (UNI)
India and Chad held the
first round of Foreign Office
Consultations (FOC) on
Thursday in N’Djamena,
Chad, during which they
discussed bilateral
relations, including trade,
investment, health and
pharmaceuticals, defence,
Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI).

The FOC was Co-
Chaired by Sevala Naik
Mude, Additional
Secretary (Central and
West Africa), Ministry of
External Affairs,
Government of India and
Fatime Aldjineh Garfa,
Minister delegate for
Foreign Affairs, Republic of
Chad, a statement said.

During the FOC, both
sides undertook a
comprehensive review of
the entire gamut of India-
Chad relations
encompassing key areas of
bilateral cooperation
including trade,
investment, health &
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ,
education, capacity
building, defence, Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI),
Agriculture, people-to-
people and cultural
exchanges. Both sides
agreed to further deepen
bilateral ties in key areas to
enhance cooperation in the

India, Chad discuss trade, investment,
health and pharma during FOC

multilateral fora.
The two sides also held

in-depth discussions and
exchanged perspectives on
key issues of regional and
global importance. Fatime
Aldjineh Garfa, Minister
delegate for Foreign Affairs
expressed deep
appreciation for India’s
efforts in making the African
Union a permanent member
of the G20 and recognized
that membership of the G20
for the Africa Union will
reinforce the Global South's
standing at the forum.

During the visit, Mude
also called on Chadian
Prime Minister and Head of
Government Ambassador
Allah Maye Halina;
Minister of Public Health
Abdelmadjid Abdelkerim;
Minister of
Telecommunication, Digital
Economy and Digitization
Boukar Michel; Minister of
Agricultural Production
and Industrialisation
Kedha Balla; Ministers of
Commerce and Industry
Guibolo Fanga Mathieu;
and Minister of Mines,
Petroleum and Geology
Ndolenodji Alix Naimbai.

India and Chad have
warm and cordial relations
based on mutual respect
and shared values. Over
the years, both the
countries have regular

interactions at various
levels. Both sides have
identified new areas for
cooperation including
a g r i c u l t u r e ,
pharmaceuticals including
pharmacopeia, oil,
renewable energy, and
defence.

Bilateral trade had
peaked in 2018-19 to USD
513.59 million, but it has
decreased to USD 83.48
million due to decline in
import of crude oil by India.
There are about 45 Indian
companies in Chad working
mostly in oil projects,
international organizations,
and many are engaged in
trade in Chad. Bharati Airtel,
which is the largest mobile
network provider in the
country has so far invested
over USD 1.5 billion.

Chad has also been an
active participant at
Minister level in all three
editions of Voice of Global
South Summits (VoGSS)
hosted by India, and also
other multilateral Summits
held from time to time. Chad
is a member of the
International Solar Alliance.

The FOC was held in a
cordial and friendly
atmosphere. Both sides
agreed to hold the next
round of Foreign Office
Consultations in New Delhi at
a mutually convenient date.

Former teachers
of IGNOU,
Jamia criticise
police action

New Delhi, Feb 15 (UNI)
: Former Pro Vice-
Chancellor of Indira Gandhi
National Open University
(IGNOU) Prof Basir Ahmad
Khan and former Registrar
of Jamia Millia Islamia
Hasib Ahmad have
criticised the police action
in Jamia Millia Islamia and
detention of students'
activists.In a joint
statement issued here on
Saturday, Prof Khan and Prof
Ahmad took a strong
exception to the earlier issued
notification of Jamia
authorities stating that no
protests, dharnas and raising
slogans against constitutional
dignitaries shall be allowed
on any part of the
university campus and
warning of disciplinary
action given to students.

Pune, Feb 15 (UNI)
The activists of Youth
Congress staged a protest
here on Saturday against
the BJP-led government,
both at the Centre and
in the state, for not
being serious about
tackling growing
unemployment in the
country.

Addressing a press

Youth Congress protest against BJP govt
conference at the party
office, Youth Congress
president Saurabh
Amrale alleged that due
to inaction by the
central and state
governments,
unemployment in the
country and mainly in
Maharashtra, was
rising.

He further alleged

that various types of
narcotic drugs are being
sold openly in
Maharashtra, mainly in
Pune.

Due to rising
inflation, unemployment,
addiction and uncertainty
of the future, many youths
are turning to crime, and
many families are being
destroyed, he added.

Shiv Sena (UBT) expels
its top 3 office-bearers
in Ratnagiri

Kolhapur / Ratnagiri, Feb 15 (UNI) In the wake of former
Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA from Ratnagiri Rajan Salvi along
with his supporters joining the rival Shiv Sena (Shinde)
group, Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray on Saturday
expelled top three senior office-bearers from the Ratnagiri
district for their alleged role in anti-party activities.

A copy of the letter to this effect with signature of
former MP and Shiv Sena (UBT) secretary Vinayak Raut
was distributed to media in Kolhapur today.

The expelled leaders are Ratnagiri district deputy in-
charge Rajendra Mahadik, Ratnagiri district chief Vilas
Chalke and Chiplun assembly constituency in-charge
Rohan Bane.

Meanwhile, two former MLAs, former Ratnagiri ZP
president, five former civic members of Dapoli and many
Shiv Sena (UBT) office-bearers are likely to join rival Shiv
Sena (Shinde) group in the presence of Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde during his visit.
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The Bangkok Art Biennale 2024’s Challenge to
Address Our Fragile Planet by Prabuddha Ghosh

(By Prabuddha Ghosh)
The fourth edition of the

Bangkok Art Biennale
(BAB) is running across
Bangkok from now until
February 25th, 2025, under
the theme “Nurture Gaia” or
“Raksa Gaya” in Thai,
which emphasizes Mother
Earth as a nurturing life
force. Drawing on the
concept that Earth
functions as a living
organism supporting life
through organic and
inorganic matter, this
Biennale focuses on the
urgent challenges humanity
faces, including climate
change, pandemics, war,
and environmental
degradation, emphasizing
our role in addressing these
crises.

This year’s BAB
features 76 prominent
artists from 39 countries,
with exhibits spread across
11 venues along two
primary routes: the River
Route and the City Route.
The River Route includes
historical and cultural sites
such as Wat Arun (Temple
of Dawn), Wat Pho (Temple
of the Reclining Buddha),
Wat Prayoon, Wat
B o w o n n i w e t w i h a r n ,
Museum Siam, the National
Gallery of Thailand, and
more. The City Route
encompasses venues like
the Bangkok Art and
Culture Centre (BACC),
One Bangkok, Queen Sirikit
National Convention
Center, and CentralWorld.

The Biennale
showcases a wide range of
art forms, including
performance art,
photography, installations,
and sculptures. Themes
addressed span from ethnic
identity, societal
marginalization, and labor
conditions, to human
adaptation, motherhood,
and the human psyche.
These works explore the
tensions between
contemporary art and
traditional practices,
offering new perspectives
on vanishing knowledge
and cultural heritage.

Professor Dr. Apinan
Poshyananda, the Chief
Executive and Artistic
Director of BAB, explains
that this year’s theme,

“Nurture Gaia,” is inspired
by the Greek goddess Gaia,
representing healing and
care, aligning with the
previous Biennale’s theme
of “Chaos Calm.”
Highlights include
Siwamokkhaphiman Hall,
where approximately 100
artifacts from Thailand’s
National Museum are
exhibited alongside
international contemporary
works, thanks to
collaboration with the
Department of Fine Arts.

Prominent artists
featured include Joseph
Beuys, whose works are
displayed at the National
Gallery with Ban Chiang-
era artifacts, providing a
connection between
historical and
contemporary art. The
gallery also features Agnes
Arellano, Chitra Ganesh,
Guerreiro do Divino Amor,
and Indian sculptor
Ravinder Reddy, who will
present his reinterpreted
sculpture that was

damaged during political
unrest in 2010.

New to this year’s
Biennale is the venue One
Bangkok, which will
permanently house a Tony
Cragg stainless-steel
sculpture. The Biennale
also features a focus on
artists exploring
environmental issues,
curated by Irish curator
Brian Curtin and Thai
curator Paramaporn
Sirikulchayanont. These
curators bring attention to

artists like Som
Supaparinya, whose work
examines how politics and
business transform
landscapes.

BAB 2024 promotes
accessibility and
inclusivity, with events
such as Amanda Coogan’s
performance for the hearing
impaired and Mutmee
Pimdao Panichsamai’s art
collaboration with children
with Down Syndrome. The
Biennale invites audiences
to engage deeply with its

diverse exhibits,
encouraging repeated
visits and personal
reflections.

The Biennale also
serves as a platform for
exploring Asian LGBTQ+
art, addressing gender and
social challenges through
creative expressions that
highlight third and fourth
genders and challenge
conventional norms.
Interactive installations
and performances
encourage fresh
perspectives on gender
identity and social norms,
fostering dialogue on
identity, rebellion, and
liberation.

Among the Indian-
origin artists featured are
Anish Kapoor, Chitra
Ganesh, and Ravinder
Reddy. Anish Kapoor’s “S-
Curve,” displayed at One
Bangkok’s Plaza,
captivates viewers with its
reflective stainless-steel
surface, creating dynamic
optical illusions and
transforming public art
engagement. Chitra
Ganesh’s work explores
fragmentation, power
dynamics, and female
agency using mythological
motifs. Her “She the
Question: Head in Flames”
provokes reflection on
contemporary conflicts and
is on display at the National
Gallery. Ravinder Reddy’s
“Parvati,” a striking gold-
and-blue sculpture,
symbolizes strength,
confidence, and future-
oriented vision, embodying
Reddy’s signature style
and commitment to cultural
narratives.Overall, the
Bangkok Art Biennale 2024
provides a transformative
and thought-provoking
experience through a
diverse array of artworks
addressing global issues
such as climate change,
social justice, and
LGBTQIA+ representation.
By centering the theme
“Nurture Gaia,” the
Biennale encourages
viewers to reflect on
humanity’s connection to
nature and society,
fostering a space for
dialogue, creativity, and
inclusivity across diverse
cultural and artistic perspectives.

Itanagar, Feb 15 (UNI) :
A devastating fire broke out
at Tenga Market in
Arunachal Pradesh’s West
Kameng district in the early
hours of Saturday, reducing
around 47 shops and about
a dozen houses to ashes.

The inferno caused
widespread destruction,
leaving numerous families
displaced. Though there
were no reports of any
casualties, some
individuals sustained minor
injuries in the process of
firefighting and were
provided immediate medical
assistance.

Assessing the severity
of the fire, West Kameng
Deputy Commissioner
Akriti Sagar immediately
arranged additional water
tankers from the Indian
Army to aid in firefighting
efforts.

After relentless efforts,
the District Fire Brigade,
with support from the

Massive fire ravages
Arunachal’s Tenga market,
relief efforts in full swing

Indian Army, successfully
brought the blaze under
control.

Singchung ADC
Murnya Kalki and District
Disaster Management
Officer (DDMO) in-charge
Phuntso Tashi also rushed
to the site to personally
oversee the firefighting
efforts.

In immediate response,
the District Administration,
along with essential
departments, set up a relief
camp at the Upper Primary
School, Tenga, to provide
shelter, food, and medical
assistance to those
affected.

The district Agriculture
Department donated
vegetables and essential
items to support the
victims. The DC also visited
the affected families and
assured them of full
support and assistance
from the government.

Thrizino-Buragaon

MLA Tenzin Nima Glow
visited the site and
extended generous support
to the victims, assuring
them of all possible help in
their rehabilitation.

Additionally, the
members of the Tenga
Market Association, and
the Bomdila Taxi
Association also came
forward extending their
helping hands to the fire
victims, officials said.

The Indian Army played
a crucial role in controlling
the fire. Troops reached the
scene swiftly, assisting in
firefighting operations and
providing urgent relief,
medical aid, and
humanitarian assistance to
the affected families.

“Their swift response
and coordinated efforts not
only contained the fire but
also provided immediate
humanitarian support to
the distressed residents,” a
Defence official said.

Manipur Governor
presents citations to
security personnel

Imphal, Feb 15 (UNI) Annual Investiture Ceremony
for the Governor’s Unit Citation 2025 was held on Saturday
at the Durbar Hall of Raj Bhavan, Imphal.

Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla distributed
Governor’s Citations to the outstanding Army, Assam
Rifles, CRPF, BSF Units, and District Police Units Manipur
who have contributed exemplary services to the state.

Speaking at the ceremony, the Governor appreciated
the services rendered by the brave men and women in
uniform in protecting security, maintaining peace, and
ensuring the safety of the citizens.

He said the event serves as a tribute to the unwavering
dedication, courage, and exemplary service displayed by
the units of forces in their duty to the nation and the
people of Manipur.

Governor continued that forces have played a great
role in safeguarding sovereignty, maintaining peace and
harmony, and ensuring the security of citizens. Their
valour, professionalism, and commitment to duty have
earned them the admiration and gratitude of the people.

Governor continued that we recognize and honour
those units that have demonstrated outstanding bravery,
selfless service, and unwavering resolve in the face of
adversity.Whether it is counter-insurgency operations,
humanitarian efforts, disaster response, or ensuring
internal security, these units have displayed exceptional
dedication and commitment to their duty. As we present
the Governor's Unit Citation today, let it be a symbol of
our deep appreciation and recognition of the sacrifices
made by our forces, he added.

Bihar, troubled
by duopoly
between Modi &
Nitish: Cong
president

Patna, Feb 15 (UNI)
Bihar Congress President
Akhilesh Prasad Singh
alleged on Saturday that the
state is suffering due to the
duopoly between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar.Singh told news
persons here that the
aspirations of people
become high when Nitish
enters into an alliance with
BJP, but they are
disappointed as they did
not get any benefit,
whether it is special status
or special package.

Commenting upon the
proposed visit of the Prime
Minister to Bihar, Singh
remarked that he would
again deceive the people of
the state.He said all
opposition parties,
including Congress, were
demanding special
packages and special state
category to Bihar but the
Centre ignored.

Maternal
paracetamol use
may raise ADHD
risk in kids
by age 10

Children, especially females, born to
women who took acetaminophen
(paracetamol) during pregnancy may be
at a higher risk of developing childhood
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD) by the time they age 10,
claimed a study.

The study, published in the journal
Nature Mental Health, showed that
children whose mothers had biomarkers
of acetaminophen present in their
plasma had a 3.15 times higher
likelihood of an ADHD diagnosis.

The findings showed that the link
was stronger among females than
males. Girls of APAP-exposed mothers
showed a 6.16 times higher likelihood
of ADHD. However, the association
was found to be weaker and
nonsignificant in males.

Paracetamol is widely used during
pregnancy, accounting for an estimated
70 per cent of pregnant individuals in
the US, Europe, and Asia.

Even though paracetamol has been
classified as a low-risk medication by
regulatory agencies such as the US
Food and Drug Administration and the
European Medicines Agency, evidence
is mounting to suggest that it can
potentially increase the risk of adverse
neurodevelopmental outcomes,
including ADHD and autism spectrum
disorder.

For the new study, researchers from
the University of Washington, US,
analysed plasma biomarkers of
acetaminophen (APAP) exposure in a
cohort of 307 African American
mother-child pairs.

Detection of APAP in second-
trimester maternal blood samples
correlated with increased odds of
ADHD diagnosis in children by age 8-
10, they said in the paper. In the study,
APAP metabolites were detected in
20.2 per cent of maternal plasma
samples.Placental gene expression
analysis of a subset of 174 participants
indicated sex-specific transcriptional
changes. In females, APAP exposure
was associated with upregulation of
immune-related pathways, including
increased expression of
immunoglobulin heavy constant gamma
1 (IGHG1).Increased IGHG1
expression was statistically linked to
ADHD diagnoses, with mediation
analysis suggesting that APAP's effect
on ADHD was partly mediated through
this gene's placental expression, the
researchers said.The findings align with
prior epidemiological studies and
experimental animal research linking
prenatal APAP exposure to
neurodevelopmental disruptions. The
current study eliminated the bias concerns
raised in previous studies where APAP use
was self-reported by using objective
biomarker measurements, they said,
while calling for further studies.
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3 Israeli hostages released
in Gaza arrive in Israel

Jerusalem, Feb. 15 (UNI)
: Three Israeli hostages
previously held by the
Palestinian groups Hamas
and Islamic Jihad were
transferred to Israeli
authorities and crossed the
border into Israel on
Saturday as part of an
ongoing ceasefire
exchange, the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF)
announced.

The freed hostages --
Alexandre Sasha
Troufanov, a 29-year-old
Israeli-Russian citizen;
Sagui Dekel-Chen, a 36-
year-old Israeli-American
citizen; and Iair Horn, a 46-
year-old Israeli-Argentine
citizen -- were kidnapped in
the Hamas-led attack on
southern Israel on Oct. 7,
2023.

Troufanov was
kidnapped along with his
mother, grandmother, and
partner, and the three
women were released in a
previous hostage deal in
November 2023. His father
was killed on the day of the

kidnapping.Dekel-Chen, a
father of three, had a
daughter born after his
abduction. Horn's brother,
Eitan, remains in captivity
in Gaza.

"Thanks to the
concentration of our forces
in and around the Gaza
Strip, and thanks to the clear
and unequivocal statement
of U.S. President Donald
Trump, Hamas has
withdrawn and the release
of the hostages continues,"

said a statement from the
office of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Trump warned on
Monday that if "all of the
hostages" in Gaza were not
freed by noon on Saturday,
the truce would be called
off, and he would "let hell
break out."

Hamas had initially
intended to delay the
scheduled hostage release,
citing Israeli violations of

the agreement. However,
by Thursday, the group
confirmed it would proceed
with the swap of Palestinian
prisoners for Israeli
hostages.The three were
the sixth group of hostages
freed as part of a swap deal
between Palestinian
militants and Israel under
the first phase of the
ceasefire agreement, with
Israel expected to begin
releasing 369 Palestinian
prisoners later on Saturday.

Sydney, Feb 15 (UNI)
Flood warnings have been
issued for northwest
Australia after a tropical
cyclone made landfall on
Friday, bringing intense
rainfall and strong winds.

Tropical cyclone Zelia
crossed the coast of
Western Australia (WA)
near the small town of De
Grey in the state's
northwest Pilbara region as
a category four storm
shortly after midday local
time on Friday, hours earlier
than expected. It was

Flood warnings issued after tropical
cyclone hits northwest Australia

forecast to reach the coast
in the evening as a category
five storm.

Wind gusts of up to 220
km per hour and over 500
millimeters of rain were
recorded in De Grey before
the storm quickly
weakened.

Authorities on
Saturday morning
downgraded it to an ex-
tropical cyclone but
warned that heavy rain is
expected to persist and
could lead to flash flooding.

Angus Hines from the

Bureau of Meteorology
(BoM) said that record
rainfall has been reported
across parts of the Pilbara
coast."There will be
significant flooding
impacts for the next several
days and widespread road
closures are expected to
continue for the next
several days as the clean-
up continues," he told the
Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.

The strong winds
downed trees across the
region but as of Saturday

morning no major damage
or injuries had been
reported.

Some towns have been
isolated after roads were
cut off.

Hines said that
significant road closures
should be expected as
water levels rise.

The WA Department of
Fire and Emergency
Services has urged Pilbara
residents to exercise
caution around damaged
buildings, floodwaters and
fallen powerlines and trees.

Senior UN
peacekeeping
officer injured,
vehicles torched
in Beirut

Beirut, Feb 15 (UNI) A
senior officer from the
United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
was injured and three UN
vehicles were set on fire on
Friday during clashes near
Beirut's airport road, local
media and officials said.

Violence broke out
when a group of young men
attacked a UN-marked
vehicle, assaulted its
occupants, and torched
three UNIFIL cars,
Lebanon's National News
Agency reported. The
Lebanese army intervened.

Hezbollah-affiliated Al-
Manar TV said masked
individuals carried out
"suspicious movements"
to provoke unrest.

UNIFIL said its deputy
commander was injured
and demanded a "full
investigation" by Lebanese
authorities.

Acting Army
Commander Major Hassan
Odeh told the UNIFIL
commander the army
opposed any attack on
peacekeepers and vowed
to arrest those responsible.

Lebanese Prime
Minister Nawaf Salam
condemned the "criminal
attack" and expressed
Lebanon's appreciation for
UNIFIL's role.

Lebanese aviation
authorities barred on
Thursday an Iranian
passenger flight from
landing at Beirut's Rafic
Hariri International Airport,
the only operational
international airport in
Lebanon, following an
Israeli claim that Iran had
been using the airport to
"smuggle funds to
Hezbollah."

Iran slammed the claim,
accusing Israel of
continuing its "flagrant and
constant violations" of
international principles and
regulations and Lebanon's
national sovereignty. Iran
also said it would not allow
Lebanese flights to land
until its flights were cleared
to land in Beirut.Lebanon's
Public Works Ministry
stated it was coordinating
with Middle East Airlines
and foreign counterparts to
resolve the issue.

Moscow
welcomes
release of
Russian citizen
Trufanov from
Gaza Strip :
Kremlin

Moscow, Feb 15 (UNI)
Moscow welcomes the
release of Russian citizen
Alexander Trufanov, who
had been held hostage in
the Gaza Strip since
October 7, 2023, and
expresses its gratitude to
the leadership of
Palestinian movement
Hamas for the decision to
free him, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said on Saturday.

Earlier in the day, dual
Russian-Israeli citizen
Trufanov and two other
Israeli hostages were
released after 500 days in
captivity in the Gaza Strip.
Russian Ambassador to
Israel Anatoly Viktorov
welcomed the release of the
hostages and said that the
issue of releasing Trufanov
was a priority for Russian
diplomats.

Death toll from heavy rains rises
to 28 in Bolivia

La Paz, Feb 15 (UNI) The death toll due to intense
rains in Bolivia since November last year has risen to
28, said Juan Carlos Calvimontes, vice civil defense
minister, on Friday.The rains have affected eight of
the country's nine departments. "We are talking about
83 municipalities affected and I am sure that within a
week many of them will declare themselves in disaster,"
the official told a press conference.

So far, 27 municipalities have declared themselves
in a state of emergency, of which 22 belong to La Paz,
the department hardest hit by the climate.

The deaths were caused by floods in the
departments of Chuquisaca (south), La Paz (west),
Tarija (south), Cochabamba (center), Santa Cruz (east)
and Potosi (southwest), according to the government.

In addition, four people remain missing, three of
them in the north of La Paz and one in the department
of Chuquisaca.

The National Meteorology and Hydrology Service
predicted that the rains will persist in the coming weeks,
with the possibility of extending until March and April.

Mpox cases rise to 41
Nairobi, Feb 15 (UNI) Kenya has confirmed 41 cases

of mpox across 12 counties, with one fatality reported
since the outbreak began in July 2024, a government
official confirmed on Friday.Principal Secretary in the
Ministry of Health Mary Muthoni said a total of 271
contacts of the 41 cases have been identified, with
half of the confirmed cases having a travel history to
mpox-affected countries, including Uganda and
Rwanda.The ministry, in collaboration with county
governments and partners, has intensified surveillance
efforts in all high-risk counties to sustain the spread
of the mpox virus, Muthoni said in a statement issued
in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya.

"Rapid response teams have been deployed to
conduct active case searches, contact tracing, and case
management, including mental health and
psychosocial support for those affected," she said.

The official noted that over 3.3 million travelers
have been screened at the points of entry and 419
samples from suspected cases have undergone testing
at the National Public Health Laboratory and partner
laboratories.She said the ministry has been working
closely with the Ministry of Education to strengthen
infection prevention, control, and other public health
measures to prevent the spread of cases in learning
institutions.Muthoni revealed that other threats have
also emerged, posing significant risks to public health
and safety.In December 2024, Rwanda announced the
end of the Marburg virus outbreak, initially declared
in September 2024, but in January 2025, Tanzania
declared a new Marburg virus outbreak, which has
already claimed 10 lives.

"Given our proximity and frequent cross-border
movement, Kenya remains at high risk of importation,
requiring urgent and coordinated action to mitigate the
spread of these diseases," Muthoni said.She urged the
public to remain vigilant and adhere to recommended public
health guidelines, noting that all travelers shall observe
routine hand hygiene practices, including regular
handwashing and the use of alcohol-based sanitizers.

29 arrested in eastern Myanmar
for illegal online gambling, fraud

Yangon, Feb 15 (UNI) Authorities arrested 29
suspects in eastern Myanmar's Tachileik township for
illegal online gambling and financial fraud on Feb. 12
and Feb. 13, according to a statement from the State
Administration Council's Information Team late Friday.

The group included seven Thai nationals and 22
Myanmar nationals. Along with the suspects, officials
seized 440 computers, 390 mobile phones, two
undocumented vehicles, and drug-related items, the
statement said.

According to the suspects, the Thai nationals had
entered Myanmar via the Thai-Myanmar Friendship
Bridge No. 1 for work and travel. They were later
recruited by individuals involved in illegal online
gambling and financial fraud, it said.Authorities are
taking necessary security measures to quickly apprehend
other suspects involved. The arrested individuals will
be prosecuted according to the law, it added.

Iran targets 2 bln USD in annual
free trade zone exports

Tehran, Feb. 15 (UNI) : Iran plans to increase
exports from its free trade zones to 2 billion U.S. dollars
by March 2026, a senior Iranian economic official said
on Saturday.Secretary of Iran's Free Zones High
Council, Reza Masrour, made the remarks at a press
conference in the Iranian capital Tehran while
elaborating on the plans drawn up by the government
and council to boost exports from the county's free
zones in the next Iranian calendar year, which will start
on March 21, 2025.He put the value of exports from
the Iranian free zones during the past 10 months at
nearly 1 billion dollars, noting that this came as
overseas sales from the country's special economic
zones reached 10 billion dollars in the same period.

To further boost exports, the government has
introduced new incentives for production units in free
zones and is working on establishing export
management companies in these areas, he said.

The foreign investments stood at 125 and 131
million euros (about 131 and 137 million dollars) in the
country's free zones and special economic zones
respectively during the past 10 months, said Masrour,
emphasizing that regulatory reforms and new
investment incentives are being prioritized to attract
more foreign capital in the next Iranian calendar year.

Moscow, Feb 15 (UNI) :
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said
that a Russian drone struck
the former nuclear power
plant at Chernobyl in an
attack overnight into
Friday, media reports said
on Saturday.

A strike hit a concrete
shelter covering the plant's
destroyed fourth power
unit, igniting a fire that was
later extinguished, he said.
Chernobyl was the site of
the 1986 disaster that
spread radioactivity across
parts of the Soviet Union
and Europe, the CNN
reported.According to the
media reports, the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), the
UN’s nuclear watchdog,
said that its team at the site
heard a large explosion
shortly before 2 a.m. local
time Friday (7 p.m. ET
Thursday).The IAEA said

Russian drone attack hits Chernobyl nuclear plant: Reports
its team responded to the
explosion within minutes
and that no casualties were
reported.

Ukraine’s military
reported that Russia
launched 133 drones across
the country in its overnight
attack, 73 of which were
shot down and 58 of which
did not reach their target.
The numbers are broadly in
line with the recent average
of drone attacks, the report
said.The military said
drones were shot down in
11 regions, covering much
of the country.

The incident came
hours before the beginning
of the high-level Munich
Security Conference, where
Vance is set to meet with
Zelensky, the report said.

Zelensky and Ukraine's
State Emergency Service
maintain that radiation
levels in the area remain
within normal limits, despite

significant damage to the
shelter.Chernobyl's chief
engineer, Oleksandr
Tytarchuk, on Friday said
that the shelter's function
has been compromised due
to the damage, according to
Ukrainian state media
Ukrinform.

“There is a potential risk
of radioactive substances
being released due to
certain actions that may
occur at the old shelter
facility,” the CNN quoted
Tytarchuk.While Tytarchuk
also emphasised that the
situation is currently under
control, he added that
repairs may require
significant time and effort.

Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov said Friday
that Moscow was not
behind the attack.

“Most likely, this is yet
another provocation,”
Peskov told reporters.
“This is exactly the kind of

thing the Kyiv regime is
known for and sometimes
does not hesitate to do.”

According to reports,
Russia has repeatedly been
accused by Ukrainian and
IAEA officials of risking a
major nuclear incident
during the conflict. During
intense fighting near the
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant (ZNPP) in early
2022, IAEA Director General
Rafael Grossi said “every
principle of nuclear safety”
had been “violated.”

Friday’s reported attack
comes two days after
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and US counterpart
Donald Trump held what
Trump described as a
“lengthy and highly
productive” telephone call
ahead of potential peace
talks aimed at bringing
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine to an end after
nearly three years of

gruelling war.
According to reports,

Unit 4 at Chernobyl near
Ukraine’s border with
Belarus exploded in 1986,
sparking a radioactive
disaster. The reactor was
later encased in a concrete
and steel sarcophagus.

The sarcophagus was
the work of an international
coalition and took decades
to build. It was finally
finished in 2017 and weighs
35,000 tonnes.Andriy
Yermak, Zelensky’s chief of
staff, noted that the US
“invested a lot of money and
effort” in the sarcophagus,
which was completed during
Trump’s first term.Trump’s
unexpected phone call with
Putin on Wednesday also
sparked fears in Europe of
a “dir ty  d e a l ”  b e i n g
struck to end the war in
U k r a i n e  o n  t e r m s
favourable to Moscow
without Kyiv’s involvement.

12 killed, 15 injured in
pilgrim bus accident

Islamabad, Feb. 15 (UNI) Twelve people were killed
and 15 others injured when the bus carrying the pilgrims
overturned in Pakistan's southern Sindh province on
Saturday, police sources said.

The accident happened on the National Highway in
Khairpur district of the province when the driver lost
control of the vehicle due to overspeeding.

The passengers were traveling from the eastern Punjab
province to Sehwan city for a religious festival at a shrine,
the sources from the district told Xinhua.

The injured, including women and children, have been
shifted to a nearby hospital, with several of them in critical
condition, the sources said.Road accidents frequently
happen in Pakistan due to poorly maintained roads,
violation of road safety rules, and reckless driving.

Quake
measuring 6.4
hits Altai region

Viladivostok, Feb 15
(UNI) A 6.4 magnitude
earthquake struck Russia's
southern region of Altai
early Saturday morning,
said local authorities,
adding that there were no
immediate reports of
casualties or damage.

The quake was
recorded at 04:48 a.m. local
time (0148 GMT). The
epicenter is located
approximately 282 km
southeast of the capital of
the Altai Republic, about 28
km west of the village of
Kosh-Agach, according to
the Russian Academy of
Sciences.

The Russian Ministry
of Emergency Situations in
the Altai Republic noted
that the quake was felt
throughout the Altai Republic.

Bridge collapse
leaves at least 2
dead in Peru

Lima, Feb 15 (UNI) : At
least two people died and
more than 30 were injured
following the collapse of a
bridge on the north Pan-
American highway in the
western Peruvian region
of Lima, said the National
Institute of Civil Defence
(Indeci) on Friday.

Luis Sotomayor, the
head of Indeci's
decentralized directorate,
told the private radio
station Radio Programas
del Peru that the accident
around midnight on
Thursday was apparently
due to a structural failure
and not as a result of the
rains.

Sotomayor specified
that a private car with two
people inside fell into the
tributary of the Chancay
River and was carried
away by strong currents
when the accident
occurred.

Gaza, Feb 15 (UNI) :
Armed members of al-
Qassam Brigades, the
military wing of Hamas,
and al-Quds Brigades, the
armed wing of the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad
(PIJ) movement, were
deployed Saturday in
the city of Khan Younis
in southern Gaza Strip
in preparation to hand
over three Israeli
hostages.

Palestinian armed groups prepare
for Israeli hostage handover

The Palestinian
militants from Hamas and
the PIJ were expected to
deliver the Israeli
hostages to the
International Committee of
Red Cross in Khan
Younis, Xinhua
correspondent in Gaza
learned.

The hostage handover
came in the sixth batch of
the first phase of the
ceasefire, which took

effect on Jan. 19.
As part of the deal,

Israel is set to release 369
Palestinian detainees on
Saturday, according to the
Hamas-linked Prisoners'
Information Office.

The office confirmed
that among those to be
freed are 36 individuals
serving life sentences and
333 Gazan detainees taken
into Israeli custody after
Oct. 7, 2023.
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Niki Prasad stars as DCW edge past MIW in thriller
Vadodara, Feb 15 (UNI)

: Niki Prasad emerged as the
match-winner for Delhi
Capitals Women (DCW),
guiding her side to a
thrilling two-wicket victory
over Mumbai Indians
Women (MIW) in their
Women’s Premier League
(WPL) encounter here on
Saturday.

Niki's composed 35 off
33 balls, combined with a
crucial 33-run stand with
Alice Capsey, proved vital
in DCW’s successful chase
of 165.

Chasing what appeared
to be a par total, DCW got
off to a blazing start,
compiling 60 runs in the
powerplay. Shafali Verma
single-handedly mauled the
Mumbai bowlers during her
explosive 18-ball 43, which
included seven fours and
two sixes.

However, her dismissal
on the final ball of the
powerplay, followed by

skipper Meg Lanning who
scored 15 off 19, tilted the
momentum in MIW’s
favour. The next two overs
saw Delhi losing Jemimah
Rodrigues (2) and Annabel
Sutherland (13) cheaply,
reducing them to 76/4. The
sudden collapse saw DCW
add only 23 runs for the
loss of three wickets in the

four overs after the
powerplay.

With pressure
mounting, Niki and Capsey
steadied the innings with
their crucial partnership,
ensuring Delhi remained in
the hunt. Sarah Bryce’s
quickfire 21 off 10 balls and
Radha Yadav’s late blitz of
9 off 4 balls added to the

drama in the final overs,
setting up a nerve-wracking
finish. DCW ultimately got
over the line with just two
wickets in hand, sealing a
remarkable victory.

Earlier, Nat Sciver-
Brunt’s fighting unbeaten
80 off 59 balls was the lone
bright spot in an otherwise
underwhelming batting

display by MIW, who were
bowled out for 164 in 19.1
overs.

Sciver-Brunt anchored
the innings with 13 crisp
boundaries, keeping MIW
afloat as wickets tumbled
around her. Skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur’s brisk
42 off 22 balls injected
much-needed momentum,
but her dismissal proved to
be the turning point, as the
lower order failed to
capitalise on the platform.

DCW’s bowlers seized
control at the right
moments, with Sutherland
(3/34) recovering from an
expensive start to claim key
scalps, while the ever-
reliable Shikha Pandey (2/
14) applied the brakes with
precision.

The victory cements
DCW’s position as one of
the strongest sides in the
tournament, while MIW will
have to reassess their
batting approach.

Rome, Feb 15 (UNI)
World number one Jannik
Sinner has accepted an
immediate three-month ban
from tennis after reaching a
settlement with the World
Anti-Doping Agency over
his two positive drugs test
last year.The 23-year-old
Italian, who last month won
the Australian Open, is
suspended from February 9
until May 4, the BBC
reported.

He will be eligible to play
in the year's next Grand
Slam event, the French
Open, which starts on May
19.Wada had launched an
appeal to the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (Cas)
over the 2024 decision by
the International Tennis
Integrity Agency (ITIA)
not to suspend Sinner.

Wada wanted a ban of
up to two years but on
Saturday said it accepts his
explanation that he was
inadvertently contaminated
with the banned substance
clostebol by his
physiotherapist, and the
case will now not take place.

The body explained it
accepts the three-time
Grand Slam champion "did
not intend to cheat", that
the drug "did not provide

World number one Sinner
banned for three months

any performance-
enhancing benefit" and
this happened "without his
knowledge as the result of
negligence of members of
his entourage".

It added: "However,
under the code and by
virtue of Cas precedent, an
athlete bears responsibility
for the entourage's
negligence. Based on the
unique set of facts of this
case, a three-month
suspension is deemed to be
an appropriate outcome."

In a statement released
by his lawyers, Sinner said:
"This case had been
hanging over me for nearly
a year and the process still
had a long time to run with
a decision maybe only at
the end of the year.

"I have always
accepted that I am
responsible for my team
and realise Wada's strict
rules are an important
protection for the sport I
love. On that basis I have
accepted Wada's offer to
resolve these proceedings
on the basis of a three-
month sanction."

Tennis has seen some
high-profile doping cases
over the past six months,
with leading female player

Iga Swiatek accepting a
one-month suspension in
November after testing
positive for a banned
substance when she was
world number one.

Sinner had previously
been cleared of any
wrongdoing by an
independent panel after
testing positive for
clostebol in March 2024.

It had accepted that he
had been inadvertently
contaminated by his
physiotherapist, who was
treating a cut on his hand
with an over-the-counter
spray, which was later
found to contain the
banned substance.

The ITIA said in
August that the panel
found Sinner bore "no fault
or negligence" for testing
positive for low levels of a
metabolite of clostebol - a
steroid that can be used to
build muscle mass.

But Wada lodged an
appeal with Cas last
September, stating at the
time that the finding of "no
fault or negligence" was not
correct under the applicable
rules. It sought a ban of
between one and two
years ,  with a  hearing
scheduled for April 16-17.

Kolkata, Feb 15 (UNI)
East Bengal FC will play
Mohammedan SC at the
Vivekananda Yuba Bharati
Krirangan (VYBK) in the
Indian Super League (ISL)
match here on Sunday.

East Bengal FC are
currently placed 11th with
18 points from 19 games,
having won once and lost
thrice in their previous five
matches. However, four
goalless games in their last
five fixtures has dented their
progress and the Red &
Gold Brigade would want to
regain their scoring touch
and solidify their position
with 15 points still to play
for them in the league.

At the bottom of the
standings, Mohammedan
SC have gone through a
difficult debut campaign in
the ISL, earning 11 points
from 19 encounters. The
team has scored just nine
goals in the competition,
conceding 34 and are
coming into this game on
the back of a three-game-
long losing streak.

In the earlier fixture
between these two sides in
November, both sides had

East Bengal FC square off against Mohammedan SC
settled for a goalless draw.

As of now, East Bengal
FC are 13 points behind
sixth-placed Mumbai City
FC (31). Bridging that gap
and entering the playoffs
might be slightly difficult,
but it is in their hands to
continue to push for a
strong finish to the season.

After parting ways with
Carles Cuadrat, the team
went through a slight
transition and their cause
has not been bettered with
a dry patch upfront, scoring
the second-least goals (18)
in the competition.

The star striking duo of
Cleiton Silva and Dimitrios
Diamantakos, who netted a
combined total of 21 goals
for their respective teams in
ISL 2023-24, have scored
just thrice so far – all of them
coming from Diamantakos
as Silva is yet to open his
account for the campaign.

For both these sides,
the key is to sign off
positively from this season.
With 19 games gone, each
of them must have secured
important takeaways that
can enable them to ensure
a better finish in the

standings.East Bengal FC
have arguably consciously
devised a strategy to catch
opponents offside, having
done so 51 times this
season, which is the most
by any side. This disrupts
the other team’s offensive
patterns and gives the Red
& Gold Brigade a stronger
base to build their attacking
moves from.

The Jordanian centre-
back has been a
powerhouse for East
Bengal FC, making 17
blocks, winning 32 duels,
rounding off 54 recoveries,
63 clearances, and also
finding the back of the net
twice in 13 appearances
this season.

Mohammedan SC’s
defensive frailties have
been palpable, since they
have given away multiple
goals in each of their last
four games. This marks the
second-longest such
stretch by any team in their
debut ISL season, only
behind Hyderabad FC’s six-
game run between
December 2019 and January
2020. Their goal difference
of -25 is the worst in the

league.Mohammedan SC’s
attacking problems have
been down to their
inefficiency upfront, as
they have converted just six
of their 29 big chances this
season. They have the
lowest conversion rate
(20.7%) among all teams.
East Bengal FC (28) are the
only team to have created
fewer big chances than
Mohammedan SC this
season.

East Bengal FC head
coach Oscar Bruzon said
that his team has worked
hard towards recovering
their lost form.

“This was a long week.
It was a week where we
worked towards bringing
our performances back to
the level that we have
displayed earlier against
good and quality teams,” he
said.Mohammedan SC’s
assistant coach
Mehrajuddin Wadoo
expressed that his side
understands the magnitude
of this match.

“We know the
importance of this game. We
are going to play with all
our heart and make sure

that the game is difficult for
East Bengal FC,” he said.

If Dimitrios
Diamantakos scores or
assists in this fixture, he will
have a goal contribution
against all 13 teams he has
faced in the ISL. Only Sunil
Chhetri (15), Lallianzuala
Chhangte (15), and
Bartholomew Ogbeche (14)
have achieved this feat
against more teams in ISL
history.Mohammedan SC’s
Alexis Gomez has been an
important presence in the
final third, winning back
possession 20 times in this
area, which is the highest
tally among all players this
season. Overall, he has
netted and assisted once
each, attempting 35 passes
per game at 77% accuracy,
producing 30 goal-scoring
opportunities.

East Bengal FC’s PV
Vishnu has dribbled
impressively, averaging 3.7
take-ons per game, which is
the joint third highest this
season behind only Noah
Sadaoui (4.5) and Liston
Colaco (4.2). With four goals,
he is the highest scorer for
the team in ISL 2024-25.

Scheffler &
McIlroy in
contention in
San Diego

San Diego, Feb 15
(UNI) : World number one
Scottie Scheffler and
Northern Ireland's Rory
McIlroy are in touch with
leader Davis Thompson at
the halfway stage of the
Genesis International
here.

American Scheffler hit
a five-under 67 to lie one
shot behind Thompson,
who birdied the final hole
as he signed for a 66 to
set the pace on eight
under.

McIlroy also shot a 67,
with five birdies in eight
holes from the third
moving him into
contention at Torrey
Pines, the BBC reported.

But the Northern
Irishman followed that
with bogeys at the 12th
and 14th before picking
up shots at the 15th and
the 17th. He was unable to
take advantage of the par-
five 18th and is three
shots off the lead.

"I hit a lot of really
good shots. I played well
for the most part. I
scrambled well," said the
35-year-old.

"I just didn't take
advantage of the par
fives. I made up for it in
other places, which was
nice. But I know going
into the weekend I'm
going to have to play the
par fives better."

Scheffler, who won last
year's Masters, hit only
five fairways on Friday
and also knows he will
have to do better to
challenge over the
weekend.

"I'm definitely going to
try to be in the fairway a
bit more," he said.

"I felt I survived
without driving the ball
very well and I'm going
to need to drive it better
over the last couple of
days."

Thompson, 25,
claimed his first PGA
Tour win last year and
had six birdies in his
first 13 holes before
dropping shots at his
next two holes.

However, he recovered
with a birdie at 16 and
then a short-range putt at
the last ensured he
finished on a high.

The Genesis is usually
held at Riviera Country
Club but was relocated to
Torrey Pines because of
the Los Angeles wildfires.

Kampala, Feb 15 (UNI) :
Uganda Crested Cranes'
defender Shadia Nankya
has joined the National
Women's Super League
side in the United States,
Washington Spirit FC.

Nankya who also
played for the Uganda
Crested Cranes at the
TotalEnergies CAF
Women's Africa Cup of
Nations (WAFCON) 2023
in Morocco, confirmed the
development on Friday.

The versatile defender
joined Washington Spirit on
a two-year contract from
Egypt Women's Premier

Ugandan defender Nankya joins
NWSL side Washington Spirit in US

League side, FC Masar.
"I am very happy that

finally, I have joined a big
team in the top League in
the world. I am ready to
work hard and help my team
achieve its goals," Nankya
said.The 24-year-old
defender who featured in all
matches for her former
Egyptian team last season
previously played for
Uganda Christian
University's Lady Cardinals
in the Uganda Women's
Premier League.

"Playing at the highest
level in women's football at
the Washington Spirit will

also serve as an inspiration
to thousands of girls in
primary and secondary
schools in Uganda and the
wider East African region,"
she added.Edgar Watson
Suubi, the Chief Executive
Officer of the Federation of
Uganda Football
Associations (FUFA), said
that Nankya's move to the
United States is a big
achievement because it is
the biggest Women's
League in the world.

"Nankya's move will
also open more doors for
Ugandan players in the
USA," added Suubi.

Chennai, Feb 15 (UNI)
Chennaiyin FC registered
their first home win in five
games as they edged past
Punjab FC by 2-1 at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor
Stadium here in the Indian
Super League (ISL) match
on Saturday evening.

Coming off a morale-
boosting win against East
Bengal FC, Chennaiyin FC
struck first with Wilmar
Jordan Gil converting from
the spot. Punjab FC
retaliated early in the
second half with Luka
Majcen slotting home the
equaliser.

However, the hosts left
it late when Daniel Chima
Chukwu scored the winner
in the 84th minute to bag
the maximum points.
Despite this win, the Marina
Machans, with 24 points
from 21 games, are seven
behind sixth-placed
Mumbai City FC, who have
31 points from 20 games.

Punjab FC started the
game with more momentum
in their attacks. The visitors
were moving the ball with
more intensity in the final
third. Asmir Suljic got the
first opportunity of the
match but his eventual
effort was wayward as he
failed to keep it in target
from close range.

A couple of minutes
later, Punjab FC had their
best opportunity following
Chennaiyin FC’s throw-in.
Ravi Kumar gathered the

Chennaiyin FC edge past
Punjab FC 2-1 in ISL

ball and found Petros
Giakoumakis with a long
ball. The Greek forward
held the ball up and
released Mrzljak through
on goal from the right flank.
The Croatian had a clear
look on goal but his shot
was not vicious enough to
beat Mohammed Nawaz,
who was alert to the
danger.

However, the missed
opportunities came back to
bite them when Melroy
Assisi handled the ball in
the penalty box, awarding
a spot-kick for the hosts.
Wilmar Jordan Gil stepped
up to the spot and
hammered it past Ravi in
goal to hand Chennaiyin FC
the lead in the 19th minute.

In the 37th minute,
Punjab FC had a decent
chance to get back into the
game when Ricky Shabong
stole possession from
Lalrinliana Hnamte in the
final third and played it to
the Croatian. Mrzljak had a
couple of options but he
decided to go on his own,
though the chance fizzled
out as he failed to hit the
target.

A minute later,
Panagiotis Dilmperis
decided to take a more
attacking approach with a
couple of changes as
things were not working in
his team’s favour. He
introduced Muhammad
Suhail and

Luka Majcen replacing

Asish Pradhan and Mrzljak.
The latter was also
struggling with a knock
near his hamstring.

Chennaiyin FC had a
great chance to double their
lead when Wilmar glided a
header towards Irfan
Yadwad in space and the
winger made a surging run
into the box. However, his
eventual shot was
brilliantly kept out by Ravi.
Moments later, Punjab FC
almost had an opening
when Suhail delivered a
telling cross across goal
but none of his teammates
attacked the ball in the box.

Just like the first half,
Punjab FC started the
second half strong with
Suhail coming close to
scoring. He just missed the
target by a whisker.
However, Majcen repaid his
coach’s faith when he
found the equaliser in the
48th minute. It was a brilliant
give-and-go between
Ezequiel Vidal and Suljic in
the penalty box before the
Argentine passed it to
Majcen, who made no
mistake in registering his
eighth goal of the
campaign.In the 70th
minute, Giakoumakis had a
brilliant opportunity to put
his team ahead in the game
when Khaiminthang
Lhungdim found the Greek
forward in the box.
However, Giakoumakis
failed to control his header
as it flew over the bar.

Cerundolo shocks Zverev to
reach Argentina Open last four

Buenos Aires, Feb 15 (UNI) Local favorite Francisco
Cerundolo recovered from a set down to beat German top
seed Alexander Zverev and advance to the semifinals of
the ATP 250 Argentina Open.Fifth-seed Cerundolo made
71% of his first serves and saved five of seven break
points to prevail 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 on the outdoor clay of the
Buenos Aires Lawn Tennis Club on Friday.

"To be able to beat him here in Buenos Aires, in my
hometown, with my home crowd is amazing. It's probably
one of the best feelings I've ever had," the 26-year-old
said.The result made Cerundolo the first Argentine to beat
a top-two player since Diego Schwartzman overcame
Rafael Nadal at the 2020 Masters 1000 event in Rome.

The world No. 28 will face Spain's Pedro Martinez for a
place in the final.

In other matches on Friday, Brazil's Joao Fonseca
outlasted Argentine Mariano Navone 3-6, 6-4,7-5 and Serb
Laslo Djere defeated Thiago Wild, also of Brazil, 7-6 (3), 6-
3.

England opener
Duckett fit for
Champions Trophy

London, Feb 15 (UNI) :
England opener Ben
Duckett has been passed
fit to take part in the 50-
over Champions Trophy,
which starts next week in
Pakistan.

Duckett had an issue
with the left side of his groin
during the heavy defeat by
India in the third one-day
international in
Ahmedabad on
Wednesday, the BBC
reported.

But scans have given
the 30-year-old the all-clear
from injury.

England travel from the
United Arab Emirates to
Pakistan on Tuesday and
play Australia in their
opening group game in
Lahore on February 22.

England will also play
South Africa and
Afghanistan in their group
games.

Brendon McCullum's
side go into the tournament
on the back of a 3-0 ODI
series defeat by India and
four losses from five T20s
against the same
opponents.  They have
already los t  Jacob
Bethell to a hamstring
injury with the 21-year-old
replaced by Tom Banton.
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