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IN BRIEF

In this image released by @narendramodi via X, Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a
meeting with US President Donald Trump at the White House, in Washington, DC, USA.

Washington/New Delhi,
Feb 14 (UNI) : Defence was
a major agenda on the talks
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and US
President Donald Trump
with the latter announcing
that his administration
would pave the way to
provide India with the F-35
stealth fighters.

The US President said in
his White House address:
“We will be increasing our
military sales to India from
this year by many billions of
dollars. We are also paving
the way to ultimately
provide India with the F35
stealth fighters."

PM Modi in his address
said, referring to Defence,
that the US has an important
role in India's defense
preparedness. “As strategic
and trusted partners, we are
actively moving in the
direction of joint
development, joint
production and transfer of
technology.”

“In the coming time, new
technology and equipment
will increase our capability.
We have decided to launch
the Autonomous Systems
Industry Alliance. The
Defence Cooperation
Framework will be created
for the next decade. Defence
inter-operability, logistics,
repair and maintenance will
also be its main parts,” the
PM announced.

According to the Joint
Statement: The two sides
firmed up a new 10-year
Framework for the US-India
Major Defense Partnership
in the 21st Century, which
will be signed this year.

Defence a major plank of Indo-
US joint statement; US to sell
F-35s to India, says Trump

The US would expand
defense sales and co-
production with India to
strengthen interoperability
and defense industrial
cooperation.

“The leaders welcomed
the significant integration of
US-origin defense items into
India's inventory to date,
including C-130J Super
Hercules, C-17 Globemaster
III, P-8I Poseidon aircraft;
CH-47F Chinooks, MH-60R

Seahawks, and AH-64E
Apaches; Harpoon anti-
ship missiles; M777
howitzers; and MQ-9Bs.

“The leaders determined
that the U.S. would expand
defense sales and co-
production with India to
strengthen interoperability
and defense industrial
cooperation.

“They announced plans
to pursue this year new
procurements and co-

production arrangements
for "Javelin” Anti-Tank
Guided Missiles and
"Stryker” Infantry Combat
Vehicles in India to rapidly
meet India’s defense
requirements.”

India is to procure six
additional P-8I Maritime
Patrol aircraft to enhance its
maritime surveillance
following agreement on sale
terms.

The two sides will review

their respective arms
transfer regulations,
including International
Traffic in Arms Regulations
(ITAR), in order to streamline
defense trade, technology
exchange and maintenance,
spare supplies and in-
country repair and overhaul
of U.S.-provided defense
systems.

They called for opening
negotiations this year for a
Reciprocal Defense
Procurement (RDP)
agreement.

They called for
accelerating defense
technology cooperation
across space, air defense,
missile, maritime and
undersea technologies.

The US announced a
review of its policy on
releasing fifth generation
fighters and undersea
systems to India.

They announced a new
initiative - the Autonomous
Systems Industry Alliance
(ASIA) - to scale industry
partnerships and
production in the Indo-
Pacific.

[The Autonomous
Systems Industry Alliance
refers to India-US
cooperation in the area of
underwater domain
awareness technologies.

The US has offered a few
co-production and co-
development opportunities
for UDA technologies, on
commercial basis.

India is the very first
country with whom US
defence industry has
offered to work with on
these sensitive
technologies.

Kharge appoints
Bhupesh Baghel
as Punjab general
secretary

New Delhi, Feb 14 (UNI)
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Friday appointed former
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel as general
secretary of Punjab and Syed
Naseer Hussain of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.
According to a statement
issued by party general
secretary KC Venugopal these
appointments have been
made with immediate effect.

Besides general
secretaries, Kharge also
appointed in-charges for
several states and Union
Territories.Senior Congress
leader Rajani Patil has been
made in-charge of Himachal
Pradesh and Chandigarh;
BK Hariprasad for Haryana;
Harish Chaudhary for
Madhya Pradesh; Girish
Chodankar for Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry; Ajay
Kumar Lallu for Odisha; K
Raju for Jharkhand;
Meenakshi Natarajan for
Telangana; Saptagiri Sankar
Ulaka for Manipur, Tripura,
Sikkim and Nagaland;and
Krishna Allavaru for Bihar.

Mumbai, Feb 14 (IANS)
: YouTuber Ranveer
Allahbadia, facing backlash
for his controversial remarks
on a comedy show, has
skipped a second summons
issued by the Khar Police in
Mumbai, which is
investigating his
controversial comments on
an episode of fellow content
creator Samay Raina's
comedy show, India’s Got
Latent.

On Friday, officers from
Mumbai’s Khar Police and
Assam Police visited
Allahbadia’s Andheri
residence but found it
locked. The police had
initially summoned him to
appear on Friday and record
his statement, but he failed
to do so.Assam Police, also
probing the case, pasted a
notice at his residence,
directing him to appear
before them soon.

Meanwhile, Allahbadia

Ranveer Allahbadia skips
second summons of
Mumbai Police in
 'India's Got Latent' row

on Friday approached the
Supreme Court seeking
protection from coercive
action by investigating
agencies. His petition under
Article 32 of the
Constitution, challenging
multiple FIRs, was
mentioned before Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna for
urgent listing. However, CJI
Khanna declined to advance
the scheduled hearing,
stating, “We have already
given a date of listing. No
oral mentioning, please.”

The controversy
erupted after comments
made by Ranveer Allahbadia
about parents and sex on
comedian Samay Raina’s
show went viral on social
media, sparking widespread
backlash.Following public
outrage, multiple police
complaints were filed against
Allahbadia and other persons
associated with the show in
both Mumbai and Guwahati.

HM Shah reviews
implementation of
three new criminal
laws in Maharashtra

New Delhi, Feb 14 (IANS) : Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday chaired a review meeting on the
implementation of three new criminal laws in Maharashtra,
asking the state to establish a model Directorate of
Prosecution system in line with the new criminal laws.

In the presence of Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
HM Shah reviewed the implementation and present status
of various new provisions related to police, prisons, courts,
prosecution, and forensics in the state.

The meeting was attended by the Union Home Secretary,
the Chief Secretary and Director General of Police of
Maharashtra, the Director General of the Bureau of Police
Research and Development (BPRD), the Director General
of the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), and other
senior officials from the Union Home Ministry and the state
government.The Home Minister said that the Narendra
Modi government is committed to providing a speedy and
transparent justice system to the countrymen.

He said that to strengthen law and order, it is essential
for crimes to be registered so that there should not be any
delay in filing FIRs.HM Shah emphasised that efforts
should be made to achieve over 90 per cent conviction rate
in cases with sentences of more than 7 years and that the
police, government lawyers, and judiciary should work
together to ensure that the guilty are punished as swiftly
as possible. The Home Minister reiterated that senior
police officers should regularly monitor cases of
organised crime, terrorism, and mob lynching to prevent
the misuse of the sections related to these crimes.

Trump
threatens 100
pc tariff on
BRICS
countries for
challenging
US dollar

New Delhi, Feb 14
(UNI) :US President
Donald Trump has once
again issued a stern
warning to BRICS
countries of which India
is a key member,
threatening to impose a
100% tariff in case they
decided to challenge the
dominance of the US
dollar in international
trade."BRICS was put
there for a bad purpose
and most of those people
don't want it... I told them
if they want to play
games with the dollar,
then they are going to be
hit by a 100% tariff. The
day they mention that
they want to do it, they
will come back and say -
we beg you, we beg you
not to do this," Trump
said while speaking to
journalists in
Washington.Earlier in
January also, Trump had
threatened to impose
tariffs on BRICS
countries if they tried to
introduce alternative
currency to the US
Dollar.

Rajanna seeks
clarity on
Shivakumar’s
KPCC
presidency

New Delhi, Feb 14
(UNI) Karnataka
Cooperation Minister
KN Rajanna on Friday
urged the Congress
high command to clarify
the status of Deputy
Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar as the
Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee
(KPCC) President.

Rajanna stated that
the party had earlier
decided that
Shivakumar would
retain the KPCC
presidency until the
parliamentary elections.
With the elections now
concluded, he
suggested the
arrangement be
revisited.Speaking to
reporters, Rajanna said,
"Following the
assembly elections in
May 2023, the
Congress central
leadership had stated
that Shivakumar would
serve as both Deputy
Chief Minister and state
unit president until the
completion of the Lok
Sabha elections."

"Since the Lok
Sabha elections
concluded in June 2024,
I have requested the
party's top leadership
to clarify whether
Shivakumar will remain
in the position or if a
new president will be
appointed," he said.

Punjab CM launches revolutionary
digital education ...

 Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Friday distributed laptops to the students of the
government school as a part of the digital education
program of the Ludhiana administration.

Smith optimistic about
Champions Trophy despite ...

Australia's stand-in skipper Steve Smith was
unperturbed about the team's Champions Trophy
prospects despite the side suffering a 2-0 ODI series
reversal against Sri Lanka.Australia have been ravaged
by selection issues, with Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood and Mitchell Marsh all ruled out of the
tournament with injuries.

Role of maritime sector vital for
India to become developed ...

Former President Ram Nath Kovind on Friday
emphasised on the critical importance of India’s maritime
resources, trade routes, and strategic positioning in the
global geopolitical landscape.

Nityanand Rai raises alarm over
growing complexity of
cross-border terror financing

) Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai
expressed concerns about the growing cross-border
connections in terror financing, noting that the flow of
funds is becoming more complex.He highlighted that
with the advancement of new digital technologies, the
methods, sources, and channels through which
terrorists move assets are becoming more complex and
posing a major challenge to global security, a Home
Ministry statement said here on Friday. The Minister
was speaking at the 4th No Money for Terror (NMFT)
Conference held in Munich, Germany, on Thursday.
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E-Tender Notice

Tender Document No. : Bid No.: 2025_MCGM_1149989

Name of Organization : Municipal Corporation of Greater
Mumbai

Subject Work of anti Termite Pest Control
Services at Old Hospital building with
surrounding area at K.B. Bhabha
Hospital, Kurla (West).

Tender Secrutiny Fee : Rs.3300 + 18.0% GST)

Cost of E-Tender (Estimated Cost) : Not Applicable

Bid Security Deposit / EMD : Rs. 18,000/-

Date of Issue and sale of tender : 15-02-2025 after 15.00 Hrs

Last date & time for sale of tender : 22-02-2025 after 15.00 Hrs
& Receipt of Bid Security Deposit

Submission of Packet, A, B 22-02-2025 after 15.00 Hrs
& Packet C (Online)

Pre-Bid Meeting : Not Applicable

Website : https://mahatenders.gov.in

Opening of Packet A : 24-02-2025  after15.00 Hrs.

Opening of Packet B : 24-02-2025  after15.10 Hrs.

Opening of Packet C : 27-02-2025  after15.00 Hrs.

: Office of  the : -
Address for  communication Medical Superintendent, MCGM

Khan Bahadur Bhabha Hospital,
Kurla (W),
Mumbai - 400070.

Venue for opening  of bid : On line in Medical Sperintndents office.

This tender document is not transferable.

The MCGM reserves the right to accept any of the application or reject any or all
the application received for above subject without assigning any reason thereof.

PRO/2557/ADV/2024-25 Sd/-
Medical Supertintendent

Khan Bahadur Bhabha Hospital
Kurla (W)

Keep the terraces clean,
remove odd articles/junk/

DGIPR/2024-25/6439

Government of India
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

*****
Applications are invited for the (02) post of Executive Members in National Council for
Vocational Education and Training (NCVET), New Delhi, (a Non-statutory regulatory authority
under Administrative Control of Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship).

The detailed advertisement along with the eligibility criteria, prescribed proforma and other
necessary information are available at the website of this Ministry (http://www.msde.govi.n)
interested candidates may send their applications complete in all respect in the prescribed
format to the Joint Director (E&P Wing) either by email (ecopol-msde@gov.in) or by post on
or before 5:30 p.m., 28'h March, 2025.

Sd/- Joint Director,
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Place: New Delhi

CBC 63101/11/0006/2425

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 14 : Deputy CM Ajit Pawar, on

Thursday, instructed that all departments
should maintain coordination and ensure the
pace of development work in Maharashtra.
"Delays lead to a significant increase in project
costs and ultimately leave the state in losses.
To avoid this, focus on completing the projects
on time," Pawar stated, further directing the
follow-up with the Union Health Ministry to set
up AIIMS in Pune. He gave the instructions at
the meeting held with the Project Monitoring
Unit (PMU) under his chairmanship in
Mantralaya.

The meeting was attended by senior officials
from various departments, including Dr.
Rajagopal Deora (Additional Chief Secretary,
Planning Department), O.P. Gupta (Additional
Chief Secretary, Finance Department), Manisha
Mhaiskar (Additional Chief Secretary, Public
Works Department), Milind Mhaiskar
(Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department),
Sanjay Sethi (Additional Chief Secretary,
Transport and Ports Department), Vikaschandra
Rastogi (Principal Secretary, Agriculture
Department), Dheeraj Kumar (Secretary, Medical
Education Department), Sanjay Dashpute
(Secretary, Public Works Department), along
with Anil Gaikwad (Managing Director,
Maharashtra State Road Development
Corporation), Rajeshkumar Jaiswal (Managing
Director, Maharel), and Atul Chavan (Chief
Engineer, Pune Division, Public Works
Department).

On video conferencing, the meeting was
attended by officials, including Chandrakant
Pulkundwar (Divisional Commissioner, Pune),
Dr. Rajendra Bhonsle (Pune Municipal

Dy. CM Ajit Pawar Reviews State Development Projects

Commissioner), Shravan
Hardikar (Managing
Director, MahaMetro),
Jitendra Dudi (Pune District
Collector), Santosh Patil
(Satara District Collector),
Shekhar Singh (Pimpri-
Chinchwad Municipal
Commissioner), Yogesh
Mhase (Metropolitan
Commissioner and CEO),
and senior officials from
Nashik, Ahmednagar,
Raigad, Ratnagiri, and
related authorities. Deputy
Secretary Vikas Dhakane
convened the meeting.

Pune's traffic
congestion is serious and
should be given priority.
The Pune Ring Road

project should be expedited
to ease traffic congestion.
With lakhs of new vehicles
hitting the roads annually,
the pressure on Pune's
transport system is
increasing. Work on metro
projects, flyovers, the ring
road, and other ongoing
infrastructure projects
should be accelerated to
ensure a seamless commute
in Pune. All departments
involved in these projects
should coordinate
effectively to relieve Pune
residents from traffic
congestion. Additionally,
Pawar instructed to assess
the feasibility of the 'Karjat-
Bh imashankar -Khed-

Shirur' road, which is crucial
for improving connectivity
in rural Pune.

Pawar also reviewed the
progress of projects,
including the planned
skywalk in Lonavala, Pune-
Nashik Greenfield Semi
High-Speed Railway,
regional centers of the
Sarathi Institution in
various cities, and
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
developments like Satara
Medical College, Alibaug
Medical College, Satara
Sainik School, Rewas-
Reddy Coastal Highway,
GST Bhavan in Wadala, and
several other major
projects.

Nityanand Rai raises alarm
over growing complexity of
cross-border terror financing

New Delhi, Feb 14 (UNI) Minister of State
for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai expressed
concerns about the growing cross-border
connections in terror financing, noting that the
flow of funds is becoming more complex.

He highlighted that with the advancement
of new digital technologies, the methods,
sources, and channels through which terrorists
move assets are becoming more complex and
posing a major challenge to global security, a
Home Ministry statement said here on Friday.

The Minister was speaking at the 4th No
Money for Terror (NMFT) Conference held in
Munich, Germany, on Thursday.

Rai said that unity amongst nations is
essential in the fight against terrorism, and under
the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
India stands steadfast with the global
community in this fight against the scourge of
terrorism.

He expressed gratitude to the German
government for hosting the conference on the
crucial issue of countering terror financing and
effective multilateral cooperation to develop a
shared understanding of the risks and take
forward the discussions from the NMFT
Conference 2022 held in New Delhi.

Rai lauded the initiative of the NMFT
Conference and expressed the need for
permanency for this unique initiative by setting
up an NMFT Secretariat in India, the idea of
which was also mooted in the conference 2022
held in New Delhi, to sustain the continued
global focus on countering the financing of
terrorism.Moreover, the minister also held
bilateral meetings with dignitaries from
Singapore and Turkey. The conference had four
sub-verticals i.e. multilateral cooperation,
financing methods for terrorism, financial
inclusion and risk-based approaches, and
terrorist financing and organised crime.

Indonesia to launch new
investment agency
Danantara in Feb

Jakarta, Feb. 14 (UNI) Indonesia's President
Prabowo Subianto announced that the country
is ready to launch its new investment
management agency, Danantara, in February.

"Danantara, which will be launched on Feb.
24, will invest our nation's natural resources and
assets into sustainable and high-impact projects
across various sectors, including renewable
energy, advanced manufacturing, downstream
industries, food production, and others," the
president said during a keynote speech at the
World Government Summit held online in Dubai
on Thursday.

The launch of Danantara, an abbreviation of
Daya Anagata Nusantara, was initially
scheduled for November last year but was
postponed. Danantara is a strategic agency
tasked with operationalizing state-owned
enterprises and optimizing dividend
management to support the government's
economic goals.

An initial evaluation of Indonesia's newest
sovereign wealth fund reveals that Danantara's
Assets Under Management exceed 900 billion
U.S. dollars. Meanwhile, its initial funding is
projected to reach 20 billion dollars.

Washington, Feb 14
(UNI) U.S. President
Donald Trump said
Thursday that he wanted
Russia to rejoin what used
to be the Group of Eight
(G8) industrialized
nations, calling the U.S.-
led decision to expel

Trump wants to bring Russia back to restore G8
Russia from the group a
decade ago a "mistake."

"I'd love to have
them back. I think it
was a mistake to
throw them out,"
Trump said in remarks
to reporters inside the
Oval Office of the White

House.
G8, which comprised the

Group of Seven (G7) plus Russia,
ceased to exist in March 2014 after
the U.S.-led effort under then-
President Barack Obama to kick
Russia out, for the proclaimed
reason of Russian annexation of
Crimea that year.
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TREE AUTHORITY
- PUBLIC NOTICE -

In accordance with the provision under section
8 (3) (C) of the Maharashtra (Urban Areas)
Protection & Preservation of Trees Act 1975 (As
modified upto  January 2018) 01 proposal from “S’
Ward in Zone - VI i.e.Total 01 proposals is received
for getting approval of Tree Authority/Municipal
Commissioner, Chairman, Tree Authority for removal
affected of trees.

The information of the trees for cutting/
Transplanting in above mentioned proposals is
available on BMC website  https://
portal.mcgm.gov.in    About us  Wards /
Department  Department manuals   Gardens &
Tree Authority  Tree Authority  807 Public Notice
7 Days.

Objections / suggestions from citizens for
aforesaid proposals, if any are invited in prescribed
format within 7 days from the date of published of
this notice in the office of Supdt. of Gardens & Tree
Officer.

You can also submit your suggestions /
objections in prescribed format  on
dysg.ta@mcgm.gov.in this email-ID. Your
suggestions/Objections in prescribed format
received in stipulated time will  be noted. Emails or
written suggestions / Objections received after the
said date will not be entertained. Hearing for
objections/ suggestions obtained will be given on
25-02-2025 at 04.30 p.m. to 05.00 p.m. at the office
of Supdt. of Gardens & Tree Officer. Those who find
it necessary to attend this hearing can remain
present with a copy of their e-mail, suggestions/
objections.

Supdt. of Gardens & Tree Officer
Office of Supdt. of Gardens & Tree Officer,

2nd Floor, Humboldt Penguin Building,
Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan & Zoo

Sant. Savta Mali Marg,
Byculla (East), Mumbai - 400 027.

Tel No : 23742162

Email : dysg.ta@mcgm.gov.in

PRO/2550/ADV/2024 - 25 Sd/-
Supdt. of Gardens

& Tree Officer

BRIHANMUMBAI
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Avoid self medication.

A  couple takes a selfie during Valentine's Day at Paradox Museum in Mumbai.

Jalgaon, Feb 14 (UNI) :
The Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) on Thursday
arrested four people,
including a Sarpanch and
two of her family members,
while allegedly accepting a
bribe of Rs 40,000 from a
complainant at Mehu
village in Parola taluka of the
district.

Accused Jijabai Patil,
the female sarpanch of
Mehu village in Parola
taluka, her husband Ganesh
Patil, son Shubham Patil and
a private person Samadhan
Patil were caught red-
handed while accepting the
bribe money.

According to sources

Three of family among 4 arrested
in bribery case in Jalgaon

in ACB, complainant, who
was the ex-sarpanch of
Mehu village from 2017-18
to 2022-23, had approved a
fund of Rs seven lakh from
the District Sports Officer's
office for construction of a
gymnasium in the gram
panchayat.

In 2023 Jijabai Patil was
elected as the sarpanch and
complainant demanded to
release funds for approved
gymnasium in the village.

Sarpanch Jijabai Patil
gave a cheque of Rs four
lakh to the concerned
construction company and
demanded a bribe in return
for giving a cheque of the
remaining Rs three lakh.

The complainant was
asked to pay a bribe of Rs
one lakh on January 31 and
then Rs 70,000.

Then, Sarpanch's
husband Ganesh Patil
demanded a bribe of Rs
40,000 from complainant.

However, the former
Sarpanch (complainant)
approached ACB, whose
team laid a trap in Mehu
village and caught red-
handed private individual,
Samadhan Patil, while
accepting the bribe money.

After that, three other
suspects were arrested and
Rs 10,170 in cash were
seized during the search,
sources added.

Mumbai, Feb 14 (UNI) :
Renowned Special Public
Prosecutor of the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks,
Ujjwal Nikam, on Friday
hailed the US Supreme
Court’s decision to
extradite Tahawwur Rana,
conspirator in the 26/11
terror attacks, to India.

Talking to media
persons, he said that this is
the great victory of India,
and the extradition of Rana
could give more information
about the involvement of
Pakistan's security
apparatus in the incident.

''The order of the
American court extraditing
Tahawwur Rana is a great
victory for India. It is for the
first time, according to my
knowledge, that the

Ujjwal Nikam hails US
court order to extradite
Tahawwur Rana

American government has
heavily relied upon the
Indian investigation
agency's evidence..."
Nikam said.Recalling his
earlier interrogation of
David Coleman Headley, a
key conspirator in the
Mumbai attack case, Nikam
added, “Headley revealed
the deep-seated collusion
between Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI)
and Lashkar-e-Taiba.
Similarly, Rana’s testimony
could provide critical
insights into the ISI-
Lashkar nexus.

He explained that Rana’s
appeal to the US Supreme
Court, which argued
against extradition citing
his conviction in a Chicago
court, was firmly rejected.

Govt striving for a cataract-free :Fadnavis
Mumbai, Feb 14 (UNI) :The

Maharashtra government is striving to
fulfill the dream of making the state cataract-
free, Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
said, acknowledging the supporting role
of organisations like Mastec and Shankara
Foundation, USA, as also those in
Vidarbha.Describing the work done by
such organisations is admirable, he said
the aim was to perform about one lakh free
cataract surgeries every year.

Keeping the health of the citizens as a
priority, various schemes related to keeping
people healthy and fit have been launched
by the government. In line with this, the
Cataract Free Maharashtra Mission, which
has been undertaken by the government
since 2017, was launched anew in 2018 to
address blindness caused by cataracts in

the elderly and to
address it.

To successfully
implement this mission
by 2027, various
departments like public
health, medical
education, social
justice, tribal
development and
school education have
been included. Free
treatment is being
provided through all
government and
charitable hospitals to
fulfill the dream of a
c a t a r a c t - f r e e
Maharashtra, said
Fadnavis.

To make this
mission successful, a
target of at least ten
free cataract surgeries
per day was set in
around 350 operation
theatres in all the
government and
charitable hospitals of
the state.

Towards achieving
the objective, since the
inception of this
mission, approximately
seventeen and a half
lakh free cataract
surgeries have been

performed in two years -
from 2017 to 2019 - and
approximately nine lakh in
2022-23.

Similarly, nine lakh 45
thousand 733 free cataract

surgeries have been done
till the end of March, 2024
and free spectacles have
also been given to the
concerned patients after
the surgery, he added.

Mumbai, Feb 14 (UNI) An
incident of firing took place on Friday
at the residence of Karna Sehgal, 40, a
general manager at ITC Limited, and his

Firing at residence of GM of ITC
wife, Ritika Sinha, 38, who is also a manager
at Hindustan Unilever Limited; however, no
one was injured.According to details, the
incident took place at Lokhandwala, in the
Oshiwara area of the city suburb, in the
morning when three to four unidentified
individuals allegedly opened fire at the flat
of the Sehgal family from the front side of
the building.The motive behind the firing is not
clear yet. The Oshiwara police registered an FIR
against four unidentified individuals under
sections 125 (Act endangering life or
personal safety of others), 3 (5) (general
explanation), and 324 (3) (mischief) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Rane selects beneficiaries
of PM Matsya Sampada
Yojana through lottery

Mumbai, Feb 14 (UNI) : Beneficiaries were
selected through a lottery on Friday to
distribute various benefits under the Pradhan
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana.The
beneficiaries were selected through a lucky
draw conducted by Fisheries Minister Nitesh
Rane.According to the official press statement,
this lucky draw was organised at the Fisheries
Commissionerate at Mittal Tower.

On this occasion, the lottery tickets of some
beneficiaries were also selected by two
children, Mohit and Rohit.

Fisheries Commissioner Kishor Tawde,
Managing Director of Fisheries Corporation
Anita Meshram, along with officers and
employees of the department, were present on

this occasion.
A total of 234

beneficiaries of 17
different schemes
under the Pradhan
Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana
were selected in
this lucky draw, the
statement added.

Man, minor
daughter
killed

Shahjahanpur (UP),
Feb 14 (UNI) A man and
his minor daughter
were killed, and his wife
was injured, when a
motorcycle was hit by a
pickup van in the Roja area
of Shahjahanpur district
here in Uttar Pradesh on
Friday, a police officer said
here.Circle Officer Sadar
(CO) Priyank Jain said that
the incident took place
when Anoop Kumar (32),
a resident of Muradpur
village of the Sindhauli
police station area, was
returning home on the
bike after getting
medicine for his ailing
wife Preeti.
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Role Of Prashant
Kishor In Helping
Trinamool Counter
BJP In Bengal

Elections in Bengal just two months away, poll
strategist Prashant Kishor's team is playing a key
role for Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee's
Trinamool Congress, helping it tackle the BJP
challenge. Amid speculation that it also has a say
in candidate selection, the Indian Political Action
Committee or IPAC says it is acting as a force
multiplier for the ruling party, helping it identify
chinks in its armour, plugging gaps in its strategy
and draw in votes that had moved away.

The third item on the list is important, with the
BJP rapidly expanding its footprint in tribal areas
of the state. A portion of Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and Adivasi votes in the western
and northern parts of the state had shifted to the
BJP in 2019, giving it a chunk of the 18
parliamentary seats it won in the state.

The IPAC's role is to ensure that Trinamool's
message for these segments get amplified. Much
of this is done through outreach programmes,
where mid-level and district leaders can interact
with the Chief Minister.

At one such programme organised by IPAC
to reach out to the party's tribal and Scheduled
Castes leaders, Mamata Banerjee had said: "I am
appealing to my brothers from the SC/ST and
Adivasi community. They (the BJP) have won a
lot of your seats. They have won in Junglemahal
and North Bengal. They have won so many MPs.
Have they given you anything?"

The event set the tone for the messaging the
Trinamool wanted to send out.

Mamata Banerjee's flagship scheme "Duarey
Sarkar" has distributed over 10 lakh caste
certificates for the Scheduled Castes and Tribes
within a month. This initiative has to reach the
ground and the IPAC comes into the picture here,
Trinamool leaders say.

The IPAC is closely working with the party's
SC/ST cell leaders to bring back the Scheduled
Caste votes the BJP has been eyeing.

President of Trinamool's cell for the Scheduled
Castes, Dr Tapas Mandal, said: "When a political
representative goes to the people, he may not get
the entire truth. But when an independent agency
goes to the people, we will get unbiased
information."

The IPAC is also helping the party stand against
the BJP's bombardment of advertisements and
videos on social media and WhatsApp. From
providing feedback from the ground to regular
updates on concerns of voters, it is also keeping
the party's top leadership updated. Party leaders
say Mamata Banerjee is also aware the BJP troll
army's relentless attack on her is helping it polarize
the state.

IPAC teams are also educating district-level
leaders about the pitfalls of social media blunders.
Booth-level workers are being advised to attend
training sessions on weekends to familiarize
themselves with the party's social media strategy.

The IPAC is also helping Trinamool run a
directed campaign.

For example, in one block of Kalyani, where
the Trinamool has to recover ground, a key trouble
area was pending land deeds for residents. That
feedback was shared with the party and the local
leadership has managed to sort out the issue.

Now the message that the government has
been of help in a predominantly Scheduled Caste
area is now spreading through word of mouth.
"We have taken the "Duarey Sarkar" programme
to the people's doorstep. People here were
waiting for the land certificates for years. Recently
Mamata Banerjee had given these people her
word and now they have been given land
ownership documents," Pankaj Singh, Kalyani
Block President, Trinamool Congress told NDTV.

Arjun Datta, who works with IPAC, said: "We
are force multipliers. The party's leadership, the
party's grassroots leaders are the individuals who
will go into the communities and convince people
to support the Chief Minister and the party's
programme."There, however, are critics of Mr
Kishor as well. Those who have been expelled
from the party like Baishali Dalmiya, say Prashant
Kishor hasn't been able to do what he set out to.

Leaders like Suvendu Adhikari have also
blamed him for their departure -- a stance the
party has vehemently objected to. Suvendu
Adhikari had "plans to join the BJP with 35 MLAs
and try and become Chief Minister," party MP
and its youth wing chief , Abhishek Banerjee said.

(Standard Post Bureau)
A Yagya is a means of

direct interaction with the
positive forces in creation.
Vedas abound with
descriptions of yagyas
performed the rishis and
munis to energise the
manifested creation. Devas
and devis would come to
be a part of such yagyas.
Asurs and daityas would
also come…to disturb them,
the Creation being a
balance of the two forces,
positive and negative.

Asurs are known to
disrupt havan and create
obstruction in invocation
of devic forces. Even in the
times when Rishi Agastya
and Vishvamitra were in the
body, asurs tried to disrupt
the yagyas and havan
performed by these rishis.
Ram and Lakshman went
with Rishi Vishvamitra to
protect one such yagya.

The nature of a human
being is to aid the positive
forces, the devas and devis,
by protecting the havan for
the peace and prosperity of
one’s home, surroundings
and creation at large.

Satyug was the time
when devas and devis and
rishis and munis would
roam about freely on earth,
since the positivity was at
its peak. The present times,
the times of kaliyug, are

Science of Yagya - Ashwini Guruji Dhyan Ashram

times of heightened
negativity and so, subtler
energies like yogis and
gurus are rare to find in the
body, and devas and devis
can only be accessed in
their subtle forms by
invoking positive aspect of
creation through certain
yogic practices and acts of
charity and service.

Sanatan Kriya details
the amazing science of
yagyas as given by the
vedic rishis to induce
positivity in the body as
well as surroundings. The
practice involves making
oblations to fire using
specific chants. Fire,
having the ability of
transformation can
transform the physical into
the subtle and the mantras
have the ability to manifest
the ability and power of
devas in the physical world
and also have the power

and ability to control nature
and normal human physical
lives. At the beginning of a
yagya, a sankalp is made
which indicates the
purpose for which the
yagya is conducted. Then
the ahvahan (invocation) of
specific devs and devis is
done requesting them to
bless the yagya.

A yagya performed
under the sanidhya of a
Guru, with purity thought,
ingredients and the correct
chants, has the effect of
completely changing the
environment – the weather
changes, air becomes
fragrant, birds perch on the
trees around, there is peace
and stillness within and
outside and diseases
disappear – these are all
indicators of warding off
negativity and
manifestation of positive
forces in creation. Sadhaks

at Dhyan Ashram routinely
conduct such yagyas for
purity of homes,
environment and body, the
manifestations are
witnessed and recorded
and their effects felt by one
and all.  If there is smoke in
a yagya or any kind of
unpleasantness, it
indicates the chants are
incorrect or not done by an
adept. Erroneous chants
can have disastrous effects
and do more harm than
good, therefore one must
ensure yagya is performed
with correct chants and
purity of ingredients and
thoughts.

If you want to know
whether the yagya was
performed properly or not,
just watch the yagya-agni
at the time of purna-ahuti.
You will be able to see the
form of dev/devi if the
invocations were successful.

Conversation with Ms. Basmati Gagrai
A Trailblazer in Empowering Tribal Communities

(By Swapnil Singh)
Ms.Basmati Gagrai, a

remarkable social reformer,
hails from Lamjhari, located
in the Manjhari block of
West Singhbhum district in
the state of Jharkhand. Her
roots in this region have
deeply influenced her
commitment to empowering
tribal communities and
fostering education and
awareness among
marginalized groups.
Basmati's journey is truly
inspiring. Overcoming
significant challenges,
including financial
struggles, limited
educational opportunities,
and a traumatic assault at
the age of 17, she
demonstrated remarkable
resilience and
determination. Today, she
is the founder of a
residential school that
provides holistic education
to 330 children, from
nursery to 7th standard.
Beyond education, her
efforts extend to raising
rights-based awareness
among over 42,000 forest-
dwellers in the tribal regions
of Jharkhand, empowering
marginalized communities
and fostering a brighter
future. Ms.Gagrai's journey
began humbly, with just
four students under a tree
during 2016. From this
modest beginning, she
established a school that
has since grown to impact
the lives of many children
now her school is
registered as a public
charitable trust under name
Rural Development of Child
education and Women
empowerment (RDCEWE).
Her vision, hard work, and
determination transformed
a small initiative into a
thriving institution,
empowering students with
education and
opportunities for a better
future. She visited our MS
Engineering College in
Bengaluru, and I had the
honor of engaging in a
conversation with her.

 What motivated to start

a school by quitting
teaching job?

 Ms. Basmati shared
that the condition of her
village and the surrounding
areas in the district was
much poorer compared to
others. The children in her
village had no access to
proper education, and basic
facilities were lacking. She
felt a deep sense of
responsibility to address
these challenges and create
an opportunity for the
children in her community
to receive an education.
This drive to improve the
lives of these children, who
were otherwise deprived of
educational opportunities,
led her to take the bold step
of founding a school.

The challenges she
faced during school
construction?

 Ms. Basmati shared
that her journey was filled
with both physical and
emotional obstacles. The
greatest challenge was the
resistance she encountered
from her own community.
Many villagers were not
supportive of her efforts,
with some even trying to
sabotage the construction
of the school. They feared
the changes she
represented and believed
that educating children,
particularly in a way that
broke with tradition, would
disrupt their way of life.
This resistance soon
escalated into direct
opposition. As

construction began, Ms.
Basmati faced acts of
vandalism, such as stones
being thrown at the
building, damaging walls
and windows. At night,
groups of men would break
into the construction site
and steal materials like
bricks, cement, and wood,
setting back her progress.
Every day, she would arrive
at the site to find her work
undone, and her vision
slowly being dismantled.
Alongside the physical
challenges, Ms. Basmati
also had to endure personal
attacks. Rumors spread
about her character, fueled
by jealousy and the
discomfort of seeing a
woman in a leadership role.
Some accused her of using
the school project for
personal gain, while others
suggested she was being
manipulated by outsiders.
These rumors not only
isolated her from parts of
her community but also put
her safety at risk. Despite
the adversity, Ms. Basmati
refused to back down. She
continued to rebuild what
had been destroyed, often
doing the work herself, and
sought support from
sympathetic NGOs and
nearby towns when
materials were stolen. The
challenges, though
difficult, only made her more
determined to prove her
detractors wrong and to
fulfill her mission. Slowly,
some villagers began to see

the value of her efforts, and
her school became a symbol
of courage, resilience, and
the power of education.

When asked what gives
her satisfaction?

 Basmati shared that her
greatest fulfillment comes
from using her skills in fund
and resource management
to construct five
classrooms for her school.
These classrooms were
built using locally available
materials like mud, clay, and
an asbestos roof, reflecting
her commitment to
resourcefulness and
sustainability. She takes
great pride in leading her
village with the mindset of
helping people, ensuring
that everyone has access to
education, and fostering a
c o m m u n i t y - o r i e n t e d
approach. Ms.Basmati is
particularly passionate
about women’s
empowerment and
supporting those who are
physically or economically
disadvantaged. She shared
the poignant story of a
physically challenged
woman who had been
bitten by ants and rats.
Basmati stepped in to
provide food and care for
her, embodying her
compassion and dedication
to improving the lives of
the most vulnerable.
Meeting Basmati and
hearing her life experiences
was truly inspiring. It
offered valuable life
lessons on resilience,

selflessness, and the power
of community-driven
change.

When asked how she
convinced parents to send
their daughters to school?

 Ms. Basmati explained
that her first step was to
convince her own mother
about the importance of
education for girls. Once
her mother understood and
supported the idea, she
became a key ally in
convincing the rest of the
village. Together, they
worked to change the
mindset of the community,
emphasizing that education
was not just a right but a
necessity for all children,
regardless of gender. Ms.
Basmati also reassured the
parents that the school was
equipped with all necessary
facilities, including separate
toilets for girls, ensuring
that their daughters would
have a safe and comfortable
environment in which to
learn. By addressing their
concerns and showing
them that the school would
provide a supportive and
secure space for their
children, she was able to
gradually gain the trust of
the parents. Over time, the
efforts paid off as more and
more families, initially
hesitant, began to see the
benefits of sending their
daughters to school.
Eventually, the majority of
the village’s parents
recognized the value of
education for girls, and

more girls enrolled in the
school. This was a
significant shift in the
community’s mindset, and
Ms. Basmati’s persistence
in advocating for girls’
education played a vital
role in breaking down the
barriers that had previously
kept many girls from
attending school.

When asked about her
visit to M.S. Engineering
College in Bengaluru?

 Basmati expressed her
admiration for its peaceful
and creative environment.
She noted that it reminded
her of Shantiniketan, a
renowned place celebrated
for fostering learning in a
calm, artistic setting. She
appreciated how the
college encourages not just
academic learning, but also
personal growth, creativity,
and emotional well-being.
Ms.Basmati praised the
leadership of the college,
particularly  Dr. Rana Pratap
Reddy, the Principal, and
Mr. Sudarshan Raju, the
Secretary. She emphasized
that their vision and
commitment have made the
college a nurturing space
where students can explore,
think freely, and develop
into well-rounded
individuals. Ms. Basmati
particularly admired how
the college supports
students in achieving not
only academic success but
also in becoming
compassionate, thoughtful,
and innovative individuals
who can make a meaningful
impact in the world. Her
visit served as a powerful
reminder that education
goes beyond classrooms
and textbooks.

It’s about creating an
environment where
students feel inspired,
supported, and empowered
to pursue their dreams.

 She encouraged
everyone at the college to
take full advantage of the
resources and opport-
unities available to them, to
work hard, think big, and
never give up on their goals.

Role of maritime sector
vital for India to become
developed nation by
2047: Kovind

New Delhi, Feb 14 (UNI) Former President Ram Nath
Kovind on Friday emphasised on the critical importance
of India’s maritime resources, trade routes, and strategic
positioning in the global geopolitical landscape.

Speaking at the Vice Admiral KK Nayyar Memorial
Lecture, Kovind highlighted the vital role of the maritime
sector in realising India’s aspirations to become a
developed nation by 2047, a Defence Ministry statement
said.The former President's lecture focused on “Increasing
Maritime Consciousness in India: A Strategic Imperative
for National Prosperity and Security.”

He emphasised on fostering a robust maritime culture
to enhance economic growth, strengthen national security,
and solidify India’s stature as a leading power in the Indo-
Pacific region.

The 2025 edition of the Vice Admiral KK Nayyar
Memorial Lecture coincided with the 20th Foundation Day
of the National Maritime Foundation (NMF).

This prestigious event commemorates the enduring
legacy of VAdm KK Nayyar, whose vision and intellectual
rigour established the National Maritime Foundation as a
premier institution for maritime thought and policy
advocacy.

Speaking on the occasion, Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi,
Chief of the Naval Staff, highlighted the National Maritime
Foundation’s role as India’s premier maritime think tank,
dedicated to the study and advocacy of maritime issues
critical to the nation’s growth and security, that through
its research, publications, and policy recommendations,
continues to shape India’s maritime future in alignment
with the nation’s aspirations.He underscored the Indian
Navy’s increasing role in ensuring a stable and secure
maritime environment, exemplified by its ongoing maritime
security missions and enhanced regional cooperation.
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Washington, Feb. 14
(UNI) : U.S. President
Donald Trump said
Thursday that Ukraine
would be involved in peace
negotiations with Russia
over ending the conflict
between the two countries.

"They're part of it. We
would have Ukraine, and

Trump says Ukraine to be involved
in peace talks with Russia

we have Russia, and we'll
have other people involved,
a lot of people," Trump told
a joint press conference
with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the
White House.

Trump attributes the
origins of the Ukraine
conflict partly to Ukraine's

potential NATO
membership, which Russia
had long opposed.

"From day one ...
they've said they cannot
have Ukraine be in NATO.
They said that very
strongly," Trump said,
adding that, "I actually
think that that was the thing

that caused the start" of the
conflict.

Trump said U.S. and
Russian officials would
meet in Munich, Germany,
on Friday and that Ukraine
was also invited.

Trump also mentioned
to reporters that high-
ranking o f f i c i a l s ,
though not the leaders,
from all three countries
would  meet  in  Saudi
Arab ia  nex t  week  to
work toward ending the
conflict.

"We're working with
( U k r a i n i an) President
(Volodymyr) Zelensky and
with (Russian) President
(Vladimir) Putin, and my
impression is that ... I know
that President Zelensky
wants to make a deal, and I
also feel that I know that
President Putin wants to
make a deal," Trump said.

Jerusalem/Gaza, Feb 14
(UNI) Israel confirmed
Friday that it has received
a list of three hostages set
to be released on Saturday
from Hamas captivity in the
Gaza Strip.Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office initially
stated that the list was
"acceptable by Israel," but
a spokesman for
Netanyahu later
backtracked, clarifying that
Israel had only received the
list. "This is a purely factual
description and does not
reflect any Israeli position
on the matter," the
spokesman said.The list
was delivered to Israel via
Qatari and Egyptian
mediators.According to a
statement from Al-Qassam
Brigades, the military wing
of Hamas, the hostages are
Alexander (Sasha)
Troufanov, a 29-year-old
Israeli-Russian civilian;
Sagui Dekel-Chen, a 36-
year-old Israeli-American
civilian; and Yair Horn, a 46-
year-old Israeli.

Meanwhile, Israeli army
radio reported that 369
Palestinian prisoners will be
released on Saturday.
Among them, 333 will be
returned to Gaza, with 10

3 Israeli hostages, 369
Palestinian prisoners to
be released on Saturday

others sent back to their
homes in the West Bank
and one released in East
Jerusalem, while the
remaining 25 of the
prisoners sentenced for life
will either be deported to
Gaza or sent abroad via
Egypt, said the report.

This will mark the sixth
batch of prisoner-for-
hostage exchanges
between Israel and Hamas
under the ceasefire
agreement that took effect
on Jan. 19.The anticipated
release comes amid
heightened tensions after
U.S. President Donald
Trump warned that if "all of
the hostages" in Gaza were
not freed by Saturday at
noon, the truce would be
canceled, and he would "let
hell break out." Netanyahu
and Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz echoed
the warning, saying Israel
would resume its onslaught
on Gaza.

Hamas announced on
Monday that it would delay
the hostage release
scheduled for Saturday,
citing Israeli violations of
the agreement and
demanding Israel reaffirm
its commitment to
maintaining the ceasefire.

Trump to impose retaliatory
tariffs on Canada, France
over digital services taxes

Washington, Feb. 14 (UNI) : As U.S. President Donald
Trump signed an executive order for reciprocal tariffs on
Thursday, his administration planned to impose tariffs on
Canada and France over their digital services taxes on
U.S. technology giants.

Trump assigned his economic team the task of creating
a plan to impose retaliatory tariffs on any country that
had imposed duties on U.S. exports.

In June 2024, Canada began imposing a tax to address
the challenge of taxing digital giants like Google's parent
company Alphabet and Amazon.com, which are able to
book their profits in low-tax countries.

The White House sent out a fact sheet calling digital
services taxes in Canada and France "unfair," with each
country collecting over 500 million U.S. dollars annually
from U.S. businesses.

Russia
interested in
developing
relations with
G20 : Kremlin

Moscow, Feb 14 (UNI)
Russia is interested in
developing relations with
the G20, and it is this
format that more reflects
the "economic driver" of
the world, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said on Friday.

US President Donald
Trump said on Thursday
he would like to see
Russia back in G7,
Bloomberg reported.

"From this point of
view, of course, we
believe that we are much
more interested in
continuing our
constructive work within
the framework of the G20.
It is precisely such a
forum as the G20 that
probably reflects more the
economic driver of the
globe," Peskov told
reporters.

Beirut, Feb. 14 (UNI)
Lebanese Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri voiced
on Thursday Lebanon's
"absolute rejection" of
Israel's demand to hold five
locations in southern
Lebanon beyond the
ceasefire deadline on Feb.
18, according to the official
National News Agency.

"I refused to discuss
any extension of the
withdrawal timeline. It is the
Americans' responsibility
to enforce the withdrawal;
otherwise, they would be
causing the biggest
setback for the
government," Berri told
reporters in the Lebanese
village of Ain al-Tineh after
meeting with U.S. General
Jasper Jeffers, head of a
five-member monitoring
committee on the ceasefire
agreement between Israel

Lebanon rejects Israeli demand
to stay in 5 southern locations
beyond ceasefire deadline

and Hezbollah, in the
presence of U.S.
Ambassador to Lebanon
Lisa Johnson."If the
(Israeli) occupation
remains, time will tell. This
is the responsibility of the
Lebanese state, and the
army is fully carrying out its
duties south of the Litani
River. As for the area north
of the Litani, that matter is
for the Lebanese people
and a national dialogue
table to discuss a defense
strategy," he said.

According to Lebanese
local TV channel LBCI,
Berri has rejected
deploying foreign forces at
border positions, stressing
that the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon
and the Lebanese army are
fully prepared to handle the
task.Earlier Thursday,
Bloomberg reported that

Israeli Strategic Affairs
Minister Ron Dermer said
Israel will retain control
over five strategic points in
Lebanon after the deadline.

Israeli public
broadcaster KAN later
reported that the United
States has permitted Israel
to stay "in several
locations" in Lebanon
beyond the deadline. Israeli
newspaper Haaretz said the
United States has yet to
decide whether to approve
or reject Israel's demand for
a withdrawal delay.

The U.S. and French-
brokered ceasefire, in effect
since Nov. 27, 2024, initially
set a 60-day timeline for
Israel's withdrawal from
Lebanese territory.
However, due to delays, the
agreement was extended on
Jan. 26 until Feb. 18
following a U.S. proposal.

Washington, Feb 14 (UNI) A
judge in the US Columbia District
Court on Friday ordered the
administration of President Donald
Trump to resume frozen foreign
aid, according to a court filing.

Trump ordered a 90-day

US court orders Trump administration
to resume frozen foreign aid

suspension of all foreign assistance in
one of his first executive orders after
his inauguration on January 20, as part
of a reassessment of US financial
commitments abroad in accordance
with his administration's "America
First" policy.

"It is hereby ORDERED that
Defendants [State Secretary] Marco
Rubio, [Acting USAID Deputy] Peter
Marocco, [Director of the Office of
Management and Budget] Russell
Vought, the U.S. Department of State,
the U.S. Agency for International
Development, and the Office of
Management and Budget and their
agents are temporarily enjoined from
enforcing or giving effect to any ...
directives that implement [the]
Executive Order," the court document
decision read.

Under the order, the defendants
cannot in any way prevent distribution
of foreign aid and suspend or
terminate any contracts for this aid.

The court also said that the
reason for the freeze was for the
government to be able to review aid
programs to asses their
effectiveness.

"However, at least to date,
Defendants have not offered any
explanation for why a blanket
suspension of all congressionally
appropriated foreign aid, which set
off a shockwave and upended
reliance interests for thousands of
agreements with businesses,
nonprofits, and organizations
around the country, was a rational
precursor to reviewing program," the
filing read.

China denounces U.S.
accusations of so-called Chinese
aggression in Indo-Pacific

Beijing, Feb 14 (UNI) : A Chinese defence
spokesperson on Friday denounced the U.S. baseless
accusations of so-called Chinese "aggression" in the
Indo-Pacific, stressing that China pursues a national
defence policy that is defensive in nature and the
Chinese military is a staunch force for peace.

Zhang Xiaogang, a spokesperson for the Ministry
of National Defence, made the remarks at a press
conference in response to a relevant question.

China, as a peace-loving nation, does not engage
in military aggression or territorial expansion, said
Zhang. "But we will never give up our legitimate rights
and interests and will take firm action in countering
any external threats or challenges."

The spokesperson said that a stable, healthy, and
sustainable China-U.S. diplomatic and defence
relationship serves the common interests of both
countries and meets the broader expectations of the
international community.

Zhang expressed the hope that the United States
will work with China, based on the principles of mutual
respect, peaceful coexistence, and win-win cooperation,
to strengthen exchanges and cooperation between the
two countries and the two militaries and inject certainty
and positive energy into the world.

4 killed, 2 under cardiac arrest
in SKorea's construction site fire

Seoul, Feb. 14 (UNI) : Four people were killed and
two others were left in cardiac arrest after fire broke
out at a construction site in South Korea's
southeastern port city of Busan on Friday, multiple
media outlets said.

The fire broke out at about 10:51 a.m. local time
(0151 GMT) at a hotel construction site in Busan, some
325 km southeast of the capital Seoul.

Among six people going into cardiac arrest, four
people were confirmed dead later.

Earlier reports said eight people were in cardiac
arrest in the fire.Before the fire outbreak, 10 workers
were working inside the building.

The fire was believed to have started from insulation
materials loaded near a swimming pool on the first floor

Iran rejects U.S. accusations of funding
and arming Yemen's Houthis

Tehran, Feb 14 (UNI) : Iran's permanent mission to
the United Nations (UN) in New York has rejected the
U.S. accusation that Tehran is providing the Yemen-
based Houthis with financial resources, arms support,
and military training.

Speaking at a UN Security Council briefing on
Yemen on Thursday, Dorothy Shea, acting U.S.
ambassador to the UN, said, "Iran's continued and
unprecedented provision of weapons components,
financial support, and training and technical assistance
to the Houthis over more than a decade violates the
arms embargo this council imposed on the group,"
calling on the Security Council members to press Iran
"to stop arming, funding, and training the Houthis."

In response to Shea's remarks, Iran's UN mission
submitted a letter on Thursday to UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres and Fu Cong, rotating president of
the UN Security Council for February, Iran's official
news agency IRNA reported.

In the letter, the Iranian mission denounced the
U.S. accusation as "unfounded," stressing Iran's
principled policy has always been based on supporting
peace and stability in Yemen and a political solution to
the Arab state's crisis.

It added that Washington could not conceal its
complicity in Israel's "crimes" by hurling accusations
at Iran, noting that Iran "has always been and will remain
committed to the fundamental principles of
international law and the UN Charter, as well as the
Security Council resolutions."
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Vadodara, Feb 14 (UNI)
: A scintillating
counterattack from Ellyse
Perry and Richa Ghosh
guided Royal Challengers
Bengaluru Women
(RCBW) to a stunning six-
wicket victory over Gujarat
Giants in a high-scoring
Women’s Premier League
(WPL) encounter here on
Friday.

After Gujarat Giants
posted a daunting 201/5 in
their 20 overs, RCBW
chased down the target
with 1.3 overs to spare,
finishing at 202/4 in 18.3
overs. The chase, which
initially seemed improbable
after a poor start, was
powered by Perry’s well-
paced fifty and Richa’s
destructive onslaught,
exposing Gujarat’s sloppy
fielding.

Winning the toss and
electing to bat first, Gujarat
Giants showcased an
explosive batting display,
overcoming early stutters
to post a commanding total.
Skipper Beth Mooney (56)
anchored the innings

Richa, Perry power RCBW to stunning win

before Ashleigh Gardner
unleashed a brutal assault
on the RCBW bowlers.
Gardner’s 67-run
partnership with Deandra
Dottin (25 off 13) propelled
Gujarat past the 200-run
mark.

Gardner’s onslaught
saw her smashing eight
sixes, equalling Sophie
Devine’s WPL record for
the most in an innings.
Gujarat’s ten sixes in total
were the second-highest
ever in a single WPL match.

Their 201/5 joined the elite
club of highest WPL totals,
trailing only behind Delhi
Capitals and Mumbai
Indians.

Chasing a mammoth
202, RCBW got off to a
disastrous start as Gujarat’s
skipper Gardner struck
twice in the second over,
dismissing Smriti
Mandhana (9) and Danni
Wyatt-Hodge (4) within
five balls. With RCBW
reeling at 14/2, Gujarat had
a golden opportunity to

tighten their grip on the
match. However, what
followed was a horror show
in the field.Dropped
catches, missed run-outs,
misfields, and poor bowling
discipline cost Gujarat
dearly. Perry was dropped
on 2 in the fourth over and
again on 18 in the sixth over,
while Richa was let off on 0
in the 12th over. These
missed chances proved to
be the turning point as both
batswomen went on to
notch fifties.Perry (57 off

34) steadied the ship after
the early blows, anchoring
the chase and laying a
strong foundation. But it
was Richa Ghosh who
completely took the game
away from Gujarat with a
sensational knock. The
wicketkeeper-batswoman
blazed her way to 64 off just
27 balls, hammering seven
fours and four sixes to
dismantle the Giants’
bowling attack.

Her fearless approach
and calculated aggression
shut the door on Gujarat,
with her six-hitting prowess
demoralising the
opposition. Supported well
by Kanika Ahuja (30* off
13), Richa ensured RCBW
got over the line
comfortably.This thrilling
chase will serve as a huge
confidence booster for
RCBW as they head into the
rest of the season.

Meanwhile, Gujarat will
be left ruing their missed
opportunities, knowing
they had the match in their
grasp before lapses in the
field proved costly.

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14
(UNI) : Kalinga Institute of
Industrial Technology
(KIIT), a Deemed-to-be
University in Bhubaneswar,
has been recognized as the
Best University for the
Promotion of Sports at the
2025 Sportstar Aces
Awards, held in Mumbai on
Friday.The award was
conferred upon KIIT in
recognition of its
outstanding contributions
to the promotion of sports
and its excellence in
nurturing athletes.Dr.
Achyuta Samanta, Founder
of KIIT & KISS, received
the award at the event.

Expressing his
gratitude, Dr. Samanta
thanked Sportstar for
selecting KIIT-DU for this
prestigious award for the
second time, after first
receiving it in 2022.

KIIT and KISS have
been actively working
toward the holistic
development of sports and
the nurturing of athletes
while promoting and
encouraging sporting
talent.The university has
produced 23 Olympians, 3
Paralympians, 11 Arjuna
Awardees, and one Khel
Ratna Awardee to date, a
feat that captured the
attention of the Sportstar

KIIT adjudged as
best University for
promotion of sports

Aces Award jury.
As an institution, KIIT-

DU has earned several
accolades in the field of
sports over the years.

It received the “Best
Sports Facility” award at
the inaugural CII Sports
Business Awards 2023.
Additionally, it was
honored with the Rashtriya
Khel Protsahan Puraskar
2022 by the Government of
India, the FICCI India
Sports Award 2022, the
Sportstar Aces Award 2022
by The Hindu, and the Biju
Patnaik Sports Award 2019
for Best Contribution to the
Promotion of Sports and
Games by the Government
of Odisha.

The world-class
sporting infrastructure of
KIIT & KISS, combined
with the expertise of its
international coaches, has
helped over 200 athletes
represent India at the
Olympics, Asian Games,
Commonwealth Games, and
other international events,
where they have won
numerous medals for the
country. To date, KIIT and
KISS have nurtured more
than 5,000 athletes of
regional, national, and
international repute, thanks
to their state-of-the-art
sporting infrastructure.

Haldwani/Shillong, Feb
14 (UNI) : Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma
on Friday received the
official flag of the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA)
at the closing ceremony of
the 38th National Games in
Uttarakhand, kicking off a
three-year countdown to
the 2027 National Games in
India’s northeastern state
of Meghalaya.

Sangma took the flag
from Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and IOA
Chairperson PT Usha in the
presence of Union Minister
for Youth Affairs and
Sports, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya, and
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami.

"Hosting the 39th
National Games will be a
proud moment for
Meghalaya and a reflection
of how far we have come in
strengthening our sporting
ecosystem. From a single

Meghalaya CM receives IOA flag
to host 2027 National Games

marquee sports facility in
2018 to over 200
infrastructure projects
today, our commitment to
sports has been
unwavering. We have
invested ?1,200 crore in
world-class venues,
nurtured over 24,500 young
athletes, and set our sights
on producing Olympians
by 2032,” the Meghalaya
Chief Minister said.

He added, “As we
prepare for the Games, our
focus remains on creating
a lasting legacy that will
inspire generations of
athletes and elevate
Meghalaya’s presence on
the national sports stage.”

Meghalaya will be the
third state in the Northeast
to host the Games after
Manipur and Assam, which
hosted it in 1999 and 2007,
respectively.

“This moment marked
the official handover to
Meghalaya as the host of

the 39th National Games.
This milestone paves the
way for Meghalaya to host
the prestigious event in
early 2027, coinciding with
the state’s 55th year of
statehood,” Commissioner
and Secretary Dr. Vijay
Kumar said.Kumar said
Meghalaya’s commitment
to sports development was
evident in its recent
success at the 38th National
Games, where Meghalaya
athletes secured five
medals—a testament to the
growing prowess of its
sporting community.

“The 39th National
Games in Meghalaya
promise to be a celebration
of sportsmanship, unity,
and excellence, bringing
together the best talent from
across the country. As the
countdown to 2027 begins,
Meghalaya is poised to
make history and set new
benchmarks in the realm of
Indian sports,” Kumar said.

Japan defeats
Thailand, South
Korea edges
Syria

Shenzhen, Feb 14 (UNI)
Asian football powerhouse
Japan eased past Thailand
3-0, while South Korea beat
Syria 2-1 in Group D of the
AFC U20 Asian Cup here
on Friday.

Hisatsugu Ishii broke
the deadlock for Japan in
the 14th minute before Rion
Ichihara doubled the lead in
the 33rd minute from a
penalty.

In the 69th minute,
Ryunosuke Sato scored in
the goal area to seal the 3-0
victory.

South Korea took an
early 2-0 lead thanks to two
goals from Sung Shin and
Baek Min-gyu in the eighth
and 23rd minute,
respectively.

Syria pulled one goal
back in the 60th minute as
Aland Abdi netted from
dis tance,  but  they
couldn't find the equalizer
in the last 30 minutes.

Mohun Bagan SG aim to
extend excellent away record
against Kerala Blasters FC

Kochi, Feb 14 (UNI)
Kerala Blasters FC will host
Mohun Bagan Super Giant
at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium here in the Indian
Super League (ISL) match
on Saturday.

The Jose Molina-
coached side are placed
comfortably atop with 46
points from 20 games, on
the back of 14 wins and
four draws. However, FC
Goa’s four wins in their
previous five encounters
mean that they have closed
gap with the Mariners.

The Gaurs trail them by
seven points (39) in the
same number of matches at
the second spot, and will be
raring to capitalise upon
any momentary slip-up by
the Kolkata-based team.

Kerala Blasters FC have
won thrice and drawn once
in their previous five
encounters, accumulating
24 points from 19 matches.
They are placed eighth and
chasing sixth-placed
Mumbai City FC (31),
though Kerala Blasters FC
(19) have played a game
lesser than the Islanders
(20).The Mariners have
won each of their last three
ISL games against Kerala
Blasters FC, including a 3-2
triumph in the reverse
fixture this season, and they
have a chance to register
their third league double
over Kerala Blasters FC
after scaling this feat in
2022-23 and 2020-21.

Mohun Bagan Super
Giant have an encouraging
attacking record at this
venue, having scored four
or more goals in each of
their games against Kerala
Blasters FC in Kochi. The
Mariners are one of two
teams that the Kerala
Blasters FC are yet to defeat
at home in the ISL (also
Punjab FC).Kerala Blasters
FC were unable to score in

their most recent home
game in the ISL, a 0-0 draw
against NorthEast United
FC on January 18, 2025. The
last time they could not find
the back of the net in back-
to-back home games was a
stretch of two matches
between October and
November in 2019.

With the Mariners’ high-
scoring record at the venue
and Kerala Blasters FC’s
renewed run of positive
form, another high-octane
clash looks set to play out
in Kochi.Opponents have
averaged a pass completion
rate of only 63.9% in the
opposition half when
playing against Kerala
Blasters FC, the lowest
such rate in ISL 2024-25.
The Kochi-based team
themselves have the
second-best pass
completion rate in this
category (71.3%), trailing
only Mumbai City FC
(71.8%). It shows that they
have been proactive in
recovering possession from
the other teams.

Adrian Luna (six assists
this season) is one away
from equaling his own
record of most assists by a
Kerala Blasters player in a
single ISL campaign (7 in
2021-22). Luna has created
43 goal-scoring
opportunities and made 35
passes per game at 80%

accuracy in ISL 2024-25.
Mohun Bagan Super

Giant have not given away
a goal in their last four ISL
matches. If they secure
another clean sheet, it will
be their longest-ever such
streak in the competition.

Mohun Bagan Super
Giant have netted 39 times
in ISL 2024-25, with Jamie
Maclaren (8), Subhasish
Bose (6), Manvir Singh (5),
top-scoring for them. Their
offensive consistency
coupled with defensive
diligence has produced the
sure shot recipe for
sustained success this
season.

The two sides have
faced off nine times in the
ISL, with Mohun Bagan
Super Giant winning seven
games, Kerala Blasters FC
claiming one victory, and
one match ending in a
draw.Kerala Blasters FC
interim head coach TG
Purushothaman said that
his side has broken down
and analysed the Mariners
thoroughly.“We study the
strengths and weaknesses
of all opponents and we
have approached this game
similarly. We are ready for
the match,” he said.

Mohun Bagan Super
Giant head coach Jose
Molina touched upon his
team’s preparations for the
Kochi fixture.

Barcelona
wants to keep
Lewandowski,
says sporting
director Deco

Warsaw, Feb 14 (UNI)
FC Barcelona sporting
director Deco stated that
the club authorities are
extremely pleased with
Robert Lewandowski and
are keen for him to remain
with the team.

The Polish forward's
contract is valid until June
2026.In 2022, Lewandowski
signed a three-year deal
with an automatic one-year
renewal clause, triggered if
he plays in at least half of
the team's matches during
the season. If he starts
Monday's match against
Rayo Vallecano and plays a
minimum of 45 minutes, the
clause will automatically
extend his contract.Deco
emphasized that, regardless
of the clause, the club is
committed to continuing
their collaboration with
Lewandowski - but
ultimately, the decision
rests with the player."We're
clear that we want him to
stay, but Robert isn't just a
Barca player; he's a global
figure, one of the best
forwards in football history. I
think he'll want to stay
because, in addition to having
a contract, we're very happy with
him. But if a player doesn't want
to stay, it's always difficult to
keep them," he told Spanish
media on Friday.

Harbin, Feb 14 (UNI) :
Timothy Fok Tsun-ting,
first vice president of the
Olympic Council of Asia
(OCA), declared the 9th
Asian Winter Games closed
at the Harbin International
Conference, Exhibition and
Sports Center on Friday
night.

"This is truly a unique
and charming part of China
and the world - not only for
the beauty of the city and
the landscape but also for
the warmth and friendliness
of the local people," Fok
said in his speech during
the closing ceremony.

The Games, officially
opened on February 7,
showcased over 1,200
athletes from 34 countries
and regions across Asia,
making this edition the
largest in terms of
participating delegations
and athletes.

On the final day of
competition, the
Philippines claimed its first-
ever gold medal in Asian
Winter Games history by
defeating South Korea 5-3
in the men's curling final,
while China beat Hong

OCA first vice president
declares Harbin Asian
Winter Games closed

Kong, China 10-3 to
secure the bronze.

In the women's curling
final, South Korea won over
China 7-2, with Japan taking
the bronze. In ice hockey,
Kazakhstan and Japan
defended the men's and
women's titles,
respectively, on Friday.

China topped the medal
tally with 32 gold, 27 silver,
and 26 bronze medals,
followed by South Korea
with 16 gold, 15 silver, and
14 bronze medals. Japan
ranked third with 10 gold,
12 silver, and 15 bronze
medals.

The host nation tied the
record for the most gold
medals set by Kazakhstan
at the 7th Asian Winter
Games in Astana-Almaty in
2011. Harbin has embraced
the Winter Asiad for the
second time, having hosted
the third edition 29 years
ago.In 2007, China also
hosted the 6th edition of the
Games in Changchun. The
2029 Asian Winter Games
will be held in Trojena, Saudi
Arabia, marking the first
time the event is hosted in
West Asia.

Kolkata, Feb 14 (UNI) :
Chandigarh’s Yuvraj
Sandhu continued his love
affair with Tollygunge Club
as he triumphed by two
shots at the Rs 1 crore
TATA Steel PGTI Players
Championship 2025, the
PGTI season-opener.

Yuvraj (63-61-68-68),
who was in the lead in all
three previous rounds, shot
a final round score of two-
under 68 to emerge wire-to-
wire champion with a total
score of 20-under 260 on
Friday.The 27-year-old
Sandhu thus bagged his
second title at Tollygunge
Club where he had
previously won in 2022.

Bangladesh’s Jamal
Hossain (65-62-66-69), who
posed a serious challenge
to Yuvraj on the back-nine
on Friday, produced a 69 on
the last day to finish
runner-up at a total of 18-
under 262.Bengaluru-based
Rahil Gangjee, who
originally hails from
Kolkata, carded a 70 on day
four to take third place at
14-under 266.

Dhruv Sheoran of
Gurugram fired the day’s

Yuvraj Sandhu continues love
affair with Tollygunge Club, triumphs
at season-opener by two shots

best score of 63 to move up
26 spots and end the week
in tied fifth place at 12-
under 268.The legendary
SSP Chawrasia (68) was the
highest-placed among the
K o l k a t a - b a s e d
professionals as he
finished tied eighth at 11-
under 269.

S i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d
Kolkata lad Anshul Mishra,
the only amateur to make
the cut, won the trophy for
the best amateur as he
closed the week in tied 24th
at five-under 275.

Yuvraj Sandhu, who
enjoyed a slim one-shot
lead heading into the final
round, built on his
advantage with a strong
front-nine where he
delivered three birdies from
a range of eight to 12 feet at
the cost of a lone bogey.

Yuvraj seemed to be
cruising to victory after he
made birdie on the 11th and
a great up and down for par
on the 12th.

But Sandhu had some
late jitters when he found
the hazard on the 15th and
dropped a bogey even as
Jamal collected a couple of

birdies to narrow the lead
to one shot. However,
Yuvraj roared back with a
timely 12-feet birdie
conversion on the 16th to
extend his lead to two
shots.Sandhu’s bogey on
the final hole couldn’t stop
him from marching to his
seventh PGTI title and
overall 10th professional
win.Yuvraj took home the
winning purse worth INR
15 lakh. He now leads the
2025 PGTI Order of Merit.

Yuvraj, who fell just one
stroke short of matching his
record for the lowest
winning total at
Tollygunge, said,

“It was another up and
down day for me but all the
work I did with my mental
coach Rabia Gill recently
seemed to have paid off as
I was in control of the
situation and stayed calm
through the week," Sandhu
said.Jamal Hossain, also a
former winner at
Tollygunge, had a birdie
and a double-bogey on the
front-nine but then emerged
as a contender when he
made a charge with birdies
on the 11th, 13th and 15th.

Smith optimistic
about
Champions
Trophy despite
series loss to Sri
Lanka

Lahore, Feb 14 (UNI) :
Australia's stand-in
skipper Steve Smith was
unperturbed about the
team's Champions Trophy
prospects despite the side
suffering a 2-0 ODI series
reversal against Sri Lanka.

Australia have been
ravaged by selection
issues, with Pat Cummins,
Josh Hazlewood and
Mitchell Marsh all ruled
out of the tournament
with injuries.

With pacer Mitchell
Starc unavailable for
selection and all-rounder
Marcus Stoinis
announcing his retirement
from the format earlier this
year, it was a much-
changed Australia lining
up for the ODIs against
Sri Lanka.
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(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 14 :

Central Railway has
clinched 1st and 2nd prize
in the Suggestion Scheme
of Best Innovation on
Indian Railways” for the FY
2023-24.

““The 1st prize for Best
Innovation was won by
Central Railway for
providing an “Innovative
Solution to Prevent Point
Machine Failures in
submerged conditions” an
important initiative to run
suburban services in
Mumbai during the
Monsoon Season. The
prestigious award
recognizes the exceptional
efforts put in by the Central
Railway team for their
ground breaking work in
finding a solution to
prevent Point Machine
failures in submerged
conditions especially
during the monsoon.

The modification of
point machine covers has
been developed internally
by Central Railway's
dedicated team,
demonstrating a
commitment to innovative,
cost effective and practical
solution. This solution was
implemented at various
identified flood-prone
locations across the
Central Railway network
specifically in Mumbai
Suburban area, ensuring
widespread protection and
enhanced reliability. The
reduction in point machine
failures on account of

CR innovations recognised with 1st and 2nd prize by IRs

flooding during monsoon
significantly improved

operational efficiency. This
enhancement ensured that

train operations remained
smooth and uninterrupted,
eliminating the need for
manual clamping of points
and paper authority, which
are traditionally required
during such failures
causing excessive delays
and disturbed the
punctuality of the locals.
The modifications in the
point machine cover
ensures more reliable and
robust railway
infrastructure and
operations.

Central Railway also
won the 2nd prize for Best
Innovation jointly for
developing a Real Time
water level notifier system
for water tanks cum axle box
temperature monitoring in
running coaches to ensure
passenger convenience
through water availability
and safety through regular
health monitoring of
coaches.

“The 1st prize carries a
cash component of Rs.3

lakhs and 2nd prize carries
award of 2 lakhs.

The "Suggestion
Scheme for Best
Innovation" by Indian
Railways, aims to identify
and reward creative
employees who propose
practical improvements
across various aspects of
railway operations,
boosting morale and
encouraging cost-effective
innovations to enhance
productivity and quality
across the network.

“The Objective of this
Scheme is to encourage
employees at all levels to
come up with innovative
ideas that can improve the
efficiency and quality of
railway services.

The scheme operates
on three levels: divisional/
workshop, zonal/
production unit, and
Railway Board
level.““Innovations that are
implementable and
demonstrate their
usefulness are considered
for awards.

This scheme helps to
motivate employees, foster
a culture of innovation, and
identify potential solutions
to existing challenges
within the railway system
and has received an
overwhelming response
from Railway Employees.
The scheme intends to
foster the spirit of
innovation and creativity
among all employees to
productively deploy and
implement the novel solutions.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 14 : For

the convenience of
passengers and to clear the
extra rush of passengers
during the Maha Kumbh
Mela-2025, Western
Railway has decided to run
two pairs of Maha Kumbh
Mela Special Trains on
Special Fare between
Valsad – Danapur and
Sabarmati – Banaras.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek, the
details of the special trains
are as under:

1.    Train No. 09019/
09020 Valsad – Danapur
Maha Kumbh Mela Special
(2 Trips)

Train No. 09019 Valsad
- Danapur Maha Kumbh
Mela Special will depart
from Valsad at 08:40 hrs on
Sunday, 23rd February,
2025 and reach Danapur at
18:00 hrs, the next day.
Similarly, Train No. 09020

WR to run 2 more special
trains on the occasion
of Maha Kumbh Mela

Danapur - Valsad Maha
Kumbh Mela Special will
depart from Danapur at
23:30 hrs on Monday, 24th
February, 2025 and reach
Valsad at 09:30 hrs, on
Wednesday.

 Enroute this train will
halt at Navsari, Bhestan,
Nandurbar, Amalner,
Bhusaval, Khandwa, Itarsi,
Jabalpur, Katni, Maihar,
Satna, Manikpur, Prayagraj
Chheoki, Mirzapur, Chunar,
Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya,
Buxar & Ara stations in
both directions.

This train comprises AC
2-Tier, AC 3-Tier, Sleeper
Class and General Second
Class coaches.

2.     Train No. 09453/
09454 Sabarmati - Banaras
Maha Kumbh Mela Special

(2 Trips)
Train No. 09453

Sabarmati - Banaras Maha
Kumbh Mela Special will
depart from Sabarmati at
11.00 hrs on Saturday, 22nd
February, 2025 and reach
Banaras at 16.00 hrs, the

next day. Similarly, Train No.
09454 Banaras - Sabarmati
Maha Kumbh Mela Special
will depart from Banaras at
19.30 hrs on Sunday, 23rd
February, 2025 and reach
Sabarmati at 00.30 hrs, on
Tuesday.

Enroute this train will
halt at Mahesana, Palanpur,
Abu Road, Pindwara, Falna,
Rani, Marwar, Beawar, Ajmer,
Kishangarh, Jaipur, Dausa,
Bandikui, Bharatpur, Agra
Fort, Tundla, Etawah,
Govindpuri, Fatehpur,
Prayagraj and Gyanpur Road
stations in both directions.

This train comprises of
AC 2-Tier, AC 3-Tier,
Sleeper Class and General
Second Class Coaches.

 The Booking for Train
Nos. 09019 & 09453 will
open from 15th February,
2025 at all PRS Counters and
on IRCTC website. For
detailed information
regarding timings of halts
and composition,
passengers may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

GM, CR, Dharam Veer Meena conducts Safety Inspection
of the Ballarshah-Sewagram Section on Nagpur Division

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 14 : Mr

Dharam Veer Meena,
General Manager, Central
Railway, conducted a
detailed safety inspection
of the Ballarshah-
Sewagram section on
Nagpur Division on
February 14, 2025.

Inspection at Ballarshah
At Ballarshah the

General Manager inspected
the following :

• Route Relay
Interlocking (RRI) cabin
and Panel room,

• Relay/Power unit.
• CCTV control

room at the Railway
Protection Force (RPF)
Thana.

• The Station
Manager’s Office

• Crew Lobby, Crew
Running Room

• PRS Counters
and various passenger
amenities at the Station

• Limited Height
Subway

• Goods Shed, and
the Road Accident Relief
Train at Ballarshah.

• The ongoing
works under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme

The General Manager
also:

• Interacted with
employees and advised
them to remain vigilant to
ensure safety & security.

 • Interacted with
esteemed freight customers
to discuss plans for
realizing existing potential
and enhancing loading
capacities.

Inspection at
Chandrapur

• Shri Meena

conducted a brief
inspection of Chandrapur
station.

• The General
Manager also met Shri
Kishor Jorgewar, Hon’ble
MLA and Shri Sudhakar
Adbale, Hon’ble MLC and
discussed various issues

Shri Meena also
released department
specific booklets enroute
for improvement of the
knowledge of the staff and
extension of services to the

passengers and freight
customers.

Inspection of Bhandak-
Majri Section

On the Bhandak-Majri
section, Shri Meena
inspected the:

• Konda Bridge
• Curve No. 01 and

Level Crossing Gate No. 32.
• The General

Manager also visited
exhibition stalls displaying
Ultrasonic Flaw Detection
tools used for detecting

defects in railway rails &
welds, improving safety
and reliability of railway
infrastructure.

Inspection at Warora
At Warora, the General

Manager inspected the:
 • Station, Railway

Health Unit, and Staff
Colony.

• Shri Meena also
met Shri Karan Sanjay
Devtale, Hon’ble MLA and
discussed several issues
with him.

Inspection at
Hinganghat

• Shri Meena
inspected the Traction Sub
Station at Hinganghat

Speed Run Test
• The General

Manager also conducted a
speed run test on the

H i n g a n g h a t – C h i t o d a
section between km 789/7
to 762.07.

Nagpur
At Nagpur  the General

Manager:
• Interacted with

Branch Officers,
emphasizing the Hon’ble
Minister of Railways’ call
for a threefold increase in
efforts toward safety,
maintenance, quality, and
training (SMQT) to
modernize railway
infrastructure.

• Held discussions
with union representatives

• Interacted with
the Press and the genuine
queries were satisfactorily
answered.

The General Manager
also engaged with ground-
level staff throughout the
inspection, emphasizing
the importance of safe train
operations and operational
efficiency.“Shri Vinayak
Garg, Divisional Railway
Manager, Nagpur Division,
along with Principal Heads
of Departments and Senior
Officers from Headquarters
and Nagpur Division,
accompanied the General
Manager during the inspection.

WR’s Major Block on Sunday
(Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Feb 14 : To
carry out maintenance
work of tracks, signalling
and overhead
equipment, a Major
Block of five hours will
be taken on UP and
DOWN Fast lines
between Borivali and
Goregaon stations from
10:00 hrs to 15:00 hrs on
Sunday, 16th February,
2025.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer
of Western Railway, Mr
Vineet Abhishek, during
the block period, all UP

and DOWN Fast line
trains will run on Slow
lines between Goregaon
and Borivali stations.
Due to block some Up
& Down suburban
services will remain
cancelled and some of
the Andheri and
Borivali locals will run
up to Goregaon station
on Harbour line.

Detailed information to
this effect is available with
concerned Station
Masters.

Passengers are
requested to please take
note of the above
arrangements.

Tools & Techniques in Molecular
Biology and Bioinformatics
Workshop held at MANUU

(Standard Post Bureau)
Hyderabad, Feb 14 : The

Zoology Section of School
of Sciences at Maulana
Azad National Urdu
University organized 4th
National Hands-On
Workshop on "Tools and
Techniques in Molecular
Biology and
Bioinformatics". Prof. Kota
Arun Kumar, Department of
Animal Biology, University
of Hyderabad was the Chief
Guest. Prof. Syed Ainul
Hasan, Vice-Chancellor
presided over the inaugural
session.Prof. Ainul Hasan,
in his presidential remark
underscored the
importance of skill
development and
announced that the year

2025 will be the Year of the
School of Sciences at
MANUU. Prof. Arun Kumar
acknowledged the
workshop theme and
conveyed the importance
of the Western Blotting
technique in the field of
Proteomics.

Prof. Arif Ahmad, Head,
Zoology Section delivered
the welcome address. Prof.
P.F. Rahaman, Convenor
workshop, highlighted the
theme and objectives of the
workshop. He informed
that the primary aim of this
workshop is to enhance
skills through exposure and
training in contemporary
biological techniques for
researchers and faculties
from various colleges and

institutions. Dr. Mohammad
Kamran, the Co-Convener
proposed a vote of thanks
in the inaugural session.

Prof. H. Aleem Basha,
Dean, School of Sciences
addressed the valedictory
session yesterday and also
distributed certificates to
the participants.

20 participants from
various academic and
research Institutes
participated in the
workshop.The participants
received hands-on training
from faculty members - Dr.
Mohammad Kamran, Dr.
Sufaya Jameel and Dr. Ali
Raza, focusing on protein
isolation, quantification,
and identification using
Western blotting techniques.

Punjab CM launches
revolutionary digital
education initiative

Chandigarh, Feb 14 (UNI) : Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on Friday distributed laptops to
the students of the government school as a part of the
digital education program of the Ludhiana administration.

He said that it is heartening to see that this initiative
aims at focusing on equipping the government schools'
students with essential tools for success in a digital
learning environment.

He said that these laptops are part of broader efforts
to democratise digital education while ensuring security
and accessibility for all students. Mann said that these
Prime Book 4G laptops, recognised as the world's most
affordable under the first phase of the initiative, are high-
performance laptops specifically designed for students.

 Nitish Rajora emphasises on strengthening media
coordination through digital platforms

Jammu, Feb 14 (UNI) Newly appointed Director of Information J&K, Nitish Rajora,
on Friday emphasised enhanced public outreach, efficient communication strategies,
timely dissemination of government initiatives, strengthening media coordination, and
improving public engagement through digital platforms.The director made these remarks
while chairing a meeting to review the performance and functioning of the Department
of Information and Public Relations at Media Complex here.
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