STANDARD POST

www.standardpost.in

ENGLISH DAILY

Simultaneously Published from VISAKHAPATNAM, GUNTUR, DELHI, HYDERABAD, MUMBAI & PUDUCHERRY

Vol.12. No.308 VISAKHAPATNAM

Friday, February 14, 2025

Pages: 8 Rs.1

Left parties
stage 'dharna’
condemning
use of central
forces against

adivasis

Kakinada, Jan 13
(UNI) :Left parties,
Revolutionary parties,
Dalit and adivasis sangh
staged a'dharna in front
of the Collectorate here
on Thursday
condemning the central
government’s action
against the adivasis.

They denounced the
government for virtually
declaring war against the
adivasis in the name of
rounding up the
Naxalites.They blamed
the government for
implementation of the
'Operation Kagaar’ for
vesting theforest wealth
to the capitalists.

Leadersof CPI, CPM,

CPI(ML) New
Democracy, IFTU,
AIKMS addressed the
demonstrators.

They criticized the
government for treating
the Naxalist movement
as a law and order
problem instead of
considering it asasocial,
financial and political
issue.They madeit clear
that Naxalites problem
would not be solved
unless the problems of
unemployment and
poverty are solved.

They demanded
immediate stoppage of
operation Kagaar and
provide rights on forest
wealth only to adivasis.

Wagf JPC
report: Oppn
walks out of
Lok Sabha
alleging
dissent notes

not included

New Delhi, Feb 13
(UNI) The Opposition
on Thursday created a
ruckus and walked out of
the Lok Sabha, alleging
that dissent notes have
not been included in the
report of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) on the Wagf
Amendment Bill, that
was tabled in the house.

As soon as the JPC
Chairman Jagdambika
Pal tabled the panel's
report on the table of the
house, the Opposition
members created a
ruckus.Meanwhile,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said, “Some
Opposition members
have raised concern that
their views have not
been included completely
inthereport. | want to say
on behdf of my party that
taking into consideration
the concerns of the
Opposition, | request
you to add whatever
disputesthere are, as per
the appropriate form of
parliamentary
functioning.

GM sets 20 pc growth
rate in Tourism sector

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Vijayawada, Jan 13 :
Directing the officials of the
Tourism Department to take
all possible measuresto see
toit that thetouristswho are
on their visit to Andhra
Prdesh should feel happy,
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu on Thursday told
them to utilise all available
resources to develop
tourisminthe stateto attract
tourists from across the
globe.

Setting atarget of 20 per
cent growth rate in the
tourism sector in 2025-26, the
Chief Minister said that
within six months of the
TDP-led NDA coming to
power MoUs have been
signed with various
companies  regarding
investmentsworth Rs 1,217
crore.

The Chief Minister held
areview meeting at the State
Secretariat here on tourism

events, cultural events,
construction of hotel rooms,
investments, land lease
policy and homestays.

Informing the meeting
that 11 tourism tesorts and
hotels have been revived
with aninvestment of Rs45
crore in these six months,
Chandrababu said that
Annavaram temple has
been selected under
PRASAD scheme of the
Centre, under Special
Assistance to States under
Capital Investment (SASCI)
scheme Gandikota and
Akhanda Godavari are
selected while Araku and
Lambasingi under Swadesh
Darshan-2.0 along with
Ahobilam and Nagarjuna
Sagar under the Challenge-
Based Destination
Development scheme.

The officials told the
Chief Minister that a
Tourism Events Calendar is
being designed for 2025-26

to attract tourists. As part of
this programme, two key
international events and 12
mega events are being
organised as part of 37
tourism events, they
informed the Chief Minister.
Chandrababu suggested
that mega events and key
events can be organised on
university campuses while
musical culture can be
integrated with events.
Chandrababu is very
particular that year-long

programmes can be
organised at the
Shilparamam of

Visaskhapatnam,
Amaravati and Tirupati. He
also told the officers to
exercise on distribution of
Nandi Awards.

Gandikota is famous in
the country for water, rock-
formations and extensive
greenery, he said and
wanted it to be promoted
further to attract tourists.

The KadapaDargah and
the Vontimitta Ramalayam
along with Somasila areas
too should be developed as
tourist destinations, the
Chief Minister said and
stated that Srisailam too
should be  further
developed.

The traditional houses
that are still existing in
villageswill be modernised,
he said and madeit clear that
the quality of food being
supplied at Tourism Hotels
will beimproved further.

Asmagjority of thepeople
are still not aware that zoo
parksareexistingin Tirupati
and Visakhapatnam, these
should be publicised to
attract tourists, he added.

The Chief Minister
directed the officials to
completethe action planfor
all these projects within 90
daysand the tourists should
feel in the next four months
that APisaHappy State.

Police
arrest ex-

Gannavaram
MLA

Vallabhaneni
in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, Feb 13
(UNI) AndhraPradesh
police havearrested Y SR
CongressParty (Y SRCP)
leader and former
GannavaramMLA,

Vallabhaneni Vamsi, here

on Thursday morning in
connection with an
attack on the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP)
officein Gannavaram
(Andhra Pradesh) in
2023.

He was taken into
custody from his office
in Raidurg in the city,
according to police
sources here.

He is being shifted to
Vijayawada, where he
will be produced in the
court after making all
formalities.

Vamsi is one of the 89
persons named as
accused in the TDP
office attack held on Feb
20, 2023.

Vamsi had earlier
applied for an
anticipatory bail
petition, whichwill come
up for hearing on February
20.Vamsi has been booked
under BNS sections 140(1),
308, 351(3), and Red with
309

A caseof SC, ST
Atrocities Prevention Act
has also been registered
against him.

Imphal, Feb 13 (UNI)
:The Central government on
Thursday imposed
President’s rule in trouble-
torn Manipur by keeping the
northeastern state's
Assembly under suspended
animation, four daysafter N.
Biren Singh resigned as
chief minister.

A notification issued by
the Ministry of Home
Affairssaidthe President of
India, Draupadi Murmu, has
received a report from the
state Governor and after
considering the report and
other information received,
she was satisfied that a
situation has arisen in
which the Government of
that state cannot be carried

on in accordance with the
provisions of the country's
Constitution.

Inexerciseof thepowers
conferred by Article 356 of
the Consgtitution, and of all
other powers, the President
proclaimed that al functions
of the Government of the
State of Manipur and all
powers vested in or
exercisable by the Governor
of that State, powers of the
Legislature of the sad State
shdl beexercisableby or under
theauthority of Parliament, said
the notification."The
President of Indiawill act to
such extent as she thinksfit
through the Governor of the
said state," it said. The
operation of the provisions

of the Constitution in
relation to that state was
suspended and thelist of the
provisions was given in the
order. "The Manipur
LegidativeAssembly will be
under suspended
animation,"” the state
government said in a press
note.Biren Singh on Sunday
submitted his resignation
letter to Manipur Governor
A K Bhalaimmediately after
arriving fromNew Delhi. He
had arrived at Imphal along
with BJPleader Sambit Patra
and some other MLAS.
Biren has in the letter
expressed gratitude to the
Central government for
timely actions,
interventions,

developmental work and
implementation of various
projects for safeguarding
the interest of every single
Manipuri. He requested the
Central government to
continue with the same.

He also asked the centre
to maintain the territorial
integrity of Manipur which
has a rich and diverse
civilisational history of over
thousands of years.

The Governor had then
asked the CM to continue
serving as the caretaker
Chief Minister. Sambit Patra
held talks with the BJP
MLAs to chalk out a
strategy to elect a new
leader. However, sofar there
was no consensus among

the leaders.The present
Assembly's tenure ends in
2027.However, Manipur is
also passing through a
Congtitutiona crisis as the
state Assembly session
scheduled on Feb 10 was
also suspended. There
cannot be a gap of six
months between two
Assembly sessions and the
last Assembly session
concluded onAug 12, 2024.
With the imposition of
President's rule in the
backdrop of theconflictwhich
began on May 3, 2023 the
Governor,AK Bhdla- aformer
Union Home Sacreary - will
now be responsible for rest-
oringnormalcy and managing
the affairs of the state.

JPC report on Wagf bill: Chairman has power to
remove note that casts aspersion on panel: Rijiju

New Delhi, Feb 13 (UNI)
Parliamentary and Minority
AffairsMinister KirenRijiju
on Thursday slammed the
Opposition for calling the
Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) report on
the Wagf Amendment Bill as
“illegal and
unconstitutional” and said
that Chairman Jagdambika
Pal has the authority to
remove a note “that casts
aspersion on the
Committee” .Addressing the
media at the Parliament
House here, Rijiju defended
the Chairman of the panel
and said, “ It should be clear
that Pal has the authority to

remove a note that casts
aspersion on the Committee.

The JPC Chairman has
the power to delete a
portion. Itisalso mentioned
in the rule, and everything
happened as per rule.”

Objecting to the
Opposition memberscalling
the“ JPCreport asillega and
uncongtitutional”, hesaid, “.
The JPC was formed by all
the parties and it is not of
one party. Thisisnot just an
NDA report. This is
Parliament’s Joint
Parliamentary Committee so
calling the JPC report as
illegal and unconstitutional
is not correct”.

Rijiju said that the JPC
report hasanimportanceand
if the Opposition were
speaking against this report
then they were “ dismissing
their own report”.

As far as the report is
concerned there can be
differences in the opinion
withinthe JPC, the Minister
added.“ There are basically
two opinions — one is those
who are in the government,
they might have separate
opinion than those in the
opposition. Even the
opposition’s views have
been put in the annexure. It
is wrong to say that the
opposition’s dissent notes

arenot included in the JPC.

Every view whether
those considered by the
majority or rejected by the
majority have beenincluded
inthe JPC report which was
tabled in the RS today and
which would be tabled in
Lok Sabha,” he said.

Rijiju said that the JPC
report has been tabled on
the floor of the House, now
it will come to the
government and then the
report will be considered by
the Cabinet. And after the
consideration of the Cabinet
then whtever the amended
version will be, it will then
be presented in the

Parliament.The Minister
said that the Opposition was
already opposing the Bill
which is not good and
appealed to all the
opposition parties to let the
house consider this report
asthe“JPC hasdoneagreat
length of consideration,
hearing, debate and
discussion.Notably, the
Upper House witnessed
chaotic scenes leading to a
brief adjournment of the
house as Opposition
members protested over the
‘deletion’ of dissent notes
from the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) report on
theWaqf Amendment Bill.

F LY

Bawankule on 3-day tour of State

As part of BJP's 'Sanghtan Parv' campaign, state
BJP president and Revenue Minister Chandrasekhar
Bawankuleison athree-day visit of Maharashtrafrom
February 13. According to an official mediastatement
issued on Wednesday, party's working president
Ravindra Chavan will accompany him on thisjourney
and will interact with office-bearers and activists of
various constituencies in the state.

(See on page 2)

I
SC denies bail to accused in

2020 Bengaluru Riots Case

The Supreme Court on Thursday declined to grant
bail to Shabbar Khan, who has been chargesheeted
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967,
in connection with theriotsthat took placein Bengaluru
on August 11, 2020.The violence was reportedly
triggered by a Facebook post allegedly containing
derogatory remarks about Prophet Muhammad.

( See on page 3)
I
Yuvraj Sandhu shoots a steady

68, holds on to the lead ....

Jkelomorrow

PLAYERS CHA)

presem

Yuvrag] Sandhu of Chandigarh hung on to a one-
shot lead courtesy his steady two-under 68 on day
three often referred to as* moving day’ in golf hereon
Thursday.Yuvrgj (63-61-68), awinner at Tollygunge

Club in the past, (See on page 7)

‘Lok Sabha registered 112 pc of
productivity in first phase of ....

-

Lok Sabha has registered 112 percent of
productivity in the first phase of the Budget session,
which concluded on Thursday, despite disruption
from the opposition members on various issues,
Speaker Om Birlasaid. Thelower house of Parliament
was adjourned by the Speaker till March 10.

(See on page 8)
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Inthisim

age released by @SachinPilot viaX, Congress L eader Sachin Pilot prays after

taking aholy dip at Sangam during MahaKumbh Mela 2025, in Prayagra.

Punjab govt's
bonanza to six lakh
employees and
pensioners

Chandigarh, Feb 13 (UNI) In a bonanza to six lakh
employees and pensioners of the state government, the
Punjab Cabinet on Thursday accorded consent to
disburse pending arrearsworth Rs 14,000 crore to them.

A decision to this effect was taken in the meeting of
the Council of Ministersheld here under the chairmanship
of Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann

A Chief Minister's Office (CMO) spokesperson said
the Cabinet gave the nod to release arrears of revised
pay/ pensions and |eave encashment from January 2016
to June 2022 and DA/ DR from

July 2021 to March 2024 for pensionersand employees.

The sum worth Rs 14,000 crore will be released in
stages and give much-needed relief to the employeesand
pensioners. Three lakh employees and three lakh
pensioners of the state government will be directly
benefitted by this move.

In an endeavour to provide houses to the
Economically Weaker Section (EWS) of the society, the
Cabinet green-lighted apolicy for "optimum utilisation of
land reserved for EWS".

Asper thenew policy, scattered land pocketsin various
colonies will be monetised and the funds received from
such salewill be utilised for the benefit of EWS.

Around 1,500 acres of land will be acquired acrossthe
state as part of the scheme.

The development authoritieswill be authorised to plan
the scattered land pockets at their level to cater to the
needs of the end user in such a way that reasonable
revenue would be generated for the department by way
of auctioning of these sites.The officials will also be
authorised to identify and acquire separate chunks of land
for making either plots or housesfor the EWS so that the
interest of this section of the society is taken care of by
the government.The Cabinet also okayed a proposal to
enhance the monthly honorarium of therural chowkidars
fromthe existing Rs 1250 to Rs 1500. U

Hearing in MCC
violation case
against Sanjay
Singh

Sultanpur (UP), Jan 13
(UNI) No proceedings
could be held in the model
code of conduct violation
case against Aam Aadmi
Party's (AAP) Ragjya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh in an MP-
MLA court here on
Thursday.Special Public
Prosecutor of Sultanpur civil
court Vaibhav Pandey said
that the MP's busy schedule
in Rgya Sabha proceedings
was cited to be the reason
behind hisabsence." The next
hearing is scheduled for
February 21," hesadHesad
that the case is related to a
public meeting held in
Hasanpur on April 13, 2021,
duringthethree-tier Panchayat
elections." Thirteen people,
including Sanjay Singh, are
accused of holding apublic
meetinginfavour of AAP's
district Panchayat member
candidate SalmaBegumin
violation of the election
code of conduct and the
EpidemicAct," hesaid.

Pandey said that all the
accused are already on bail
and now charges are to be
framed inthe case."During
hearing on Thursday, the
MP's advocate informed
about the absenceciting his
busy schedule in Rajya
Sabha proceedings, after
which the court has fixed
the date of next hearing as
February 21," he added.

Bathing in Sangam is
like attaining salvation:
Jyotiraditya Scindia

Prayagraj, Feb 13 (UNI) Union Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindiatook adip in the Sangam during ongoing Maha
Kumbh on Thursday and prayed for public welfare as
part of this sacred tradition.Expressing his gratitude,
Scindia said that immersing in the holy waters of the
Sangam is akin to attaining salvation. He considered
himself fortunate to be part of this divine occasion. On
behalf of the state government, Industrial Development
Minister Nand Gopal GuptaNandi welcomed Scindiawith
aKumbh Kalash, marking the moment with reverence.

The Union Minister thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath for organising
such a magnificent and divine event. He said that
generations have long awaited a spectacle of this scale,
where peopleworl dwide gather to take adip of faithinthe
Sangam.He described the participation of over 50 crore
devotees as an extraordinary experience and lauded the
impeccable arrangements at the Mahakumbh. Reflecting
on hisancestral connection with Prayagraj, Scindianoted
that his forefathers played a pivotal role in freeing this
region from Mughal rule and restoring its spiritual .

HC reserves order on plea of mother
of accused in Salman Khan firing case

Mumbai, Feb 13 (UNI) :
The Bombay High Court
has reserved its order on a
plea filed by Rita Devi,
mother of Anuj Thapan —
the accused in firing
outside Bollywood
superstar Salman Khan's
residence  who had
allegedly  committed
suicide in custody —
seeking aCBI probeintohis
death, alleging foul play.

A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite-
Dere and Neela Gokhale
reserved its order after
arguments of  both
prosecution and defence
concluded on Wednesday.

During the hearing,
petitioner advocate raised
doubtsover the magisteria
inquiry report, which ruled

Thapan's death a suicide,
upon which the bench
directed the State to show
the relevant portion of the
CCTV footage to Devi's
advocate.

In December last year,
the court had observed
that the 18-year-old’'s
demisedid not appear to be
a custodial death. It aso
noted that police had no
apparent reason to harm
him, as he could have been
helpful in their
investigation.

Thapan was found
hanging in the toilet of the
Crime Branch lock-up at
Crawford Market on May
one, 2024.Policeclaimed he
used a bedsheet to take the
extreme step. A mandatory
magisterial inquiry was

conducted, and a report
was submitted to the HC.

The CID, which also
investigated the case,
submitted a separate
report.

On April 14, 2024, two
motorcycle-borne men
allegedly opened fire
outside Galaxy Apartments
in suburban Bandra, where
Khan resides with his
family.The alleged
shooters, Vicky Gupta and
Sagar Pal, were later
arrested from Gujarat.
Thapan and an associate
were apprehended in
Punjab on April 26 for
allegedly supplying
firearms and ammunition
for the shooting.Police
claimed he had links to
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi.

Former Shiv Sena (UBT) legislator Rajan Salvi joins Shinde faction

Thane, Feb 13 (IANS) :
Shiv Sena (UBT) received
yet another blow after a
three-termlegidator Rajan
Salvi, who lost the 2024
Assembly electionsfrom
the Ratapur constituency
in Konkan region, on
Thursday joined the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena.

Salvi, who was sulking
over his neglect by the
party especialy after his
defeat inthe 2024
Assembly elections,
resigned from the post of
Shiv Sena(UBT) deputy

leader on Wednesday.

"l am Balasaheb
Thackeray's beloved Shiv
Sainik. | have donethe
work as he had intended
todateand will carry
forward hisideology,"
said Salvi.

Shiv Sena sources said
that Salvi's moveto quit
the Thackeray faction and
join the Eknath Shinde's
camp was apart of
'‘Operation Tiger'.

The sources said Shiv
Sena(UBT) leaders,
workers and severa
sitting legislators are keen

Bawankule on 3-day
tour of State

Mumbai, Feb 13 (UNI) Aspart of BJP's'Sanghtan Parv'

campaign, state BJP president and Revenue Minister
Chandrasekhar Bawankule is on a three-day visit of
Maharashtra from February 13.According to an official
media statement issued on Wednesday, party's working
president Ravindra Chavan will accompany him on this
journey and will interact with office-bearersand activists
of various constituencies in the state.

On February 13, ameeting with activists and office-
bearers will be held at Akola and Nagpur. Next day, on
February 14, another meeting will be held in Nanded and
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar.On February 15, hewill hold
meetings in Jalgaon and Nashik, the statement added.

Electronic  Tender Management System. Tender

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
EXECUTIVER ENGINEER, P.W. SPECIAL PROJECT DIVISION,
AAREY, MUMBALI 400 065

E-mail: spaarey.ee@mahapwd.com. Tel No 022-29272447

Tender Notice No. 30 for 2024-2025

. Online Tender (e-tender) in "B-1" Form for the following work is invited by the Executive Engineer,
Works Special Project Division, Aarey, Goregaon(E), Mumbai 400 065 from the Class VA and above Registered
Contractor under Public Works Department Government of Maharashtra through Government of Maharashtra

documents are available

https:/mahatenders.gov.in. The right to accept or reject the above said e-tender without assigning any reason
rests with the competent authority Conditional tester shall not be accepted.

online on website

1. REFURBISHMENT OF HIGH PERFORMENCE COMPUTING LAB, ELECTRICAL
HUB & IOT LAB AT 5TH FLOOR IN UMIT BLDG., MAKER SPACE
(MECHAANICAL) AT GR FLOOR PVP BUILDING S.N.D.T.W.U. JUHU CAMPUS.

Rs.6969496.00

E-Tender Schedule:-

Period of downloading of tender

From Date 13/02/2025 @]15:00 to Date 10/03/2025 @15:00

From Date 13/02/2025 @]15:00 to Date 10/03/2025 @15:00

1
2 Bid Submission
3 Opening of Tender (Online)

400065.

Date 11/03/2025 @ 15:15, In the office of the Executive Engineer,
Public Works Special Project Division, Aarey, Goregaon, Mumbai

1. https://mahapwd.com
2. hups://mahatenders.cov.in

Division, Aarey, Goregaon (E).

No.EE/PWSPD/Aarey/TC/ 3244
Office of The Executive Engineer,
P.W .Special Project Division, Aarey,
Goregaon (E) Mumbai-400065

Date:- 1 ¢ ’0’2,’207—5

All information of e-tendering is available on the following websites:-

(If any changes occurred in tender notice, the same shall be available on above websites)

Tender notice is available on the Notice board of office of the Executive Engineer, Public Works Special Project

Executyv
P.W.Specia

DGIPR/2024-25/6385

gifieer,
roject Division, Aarey,

Goregaon (E), Mumbai-65

to cross over.

Salvi joined Shiv Sena
in the presence of party
chief and Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
Industry Minister Uday
Samant and a host of
party leaders at Thane.

Salvi had met Eknath
Shinde along with Uday
Samant and Kiran Samant,
who had defeated Salvi in
the 2024 Assembly
electionsfrom the Rajapur
seat.

Samant brothers
assured Shinde to take
Salvi alonginthe
development of the
Rajapur seat and he would
be given due honour in
the functioning of the
party organisation.
Shindefaction may
consider nominating Salvi
to the state Legislative
Council under the
Governor's quota.

By joining Shiv
Sena, he has set at rest
speculation about
joining the BJP. Salvi
announced that he
would work under
Eknath Shinde to
further strengthen Shiv
Senain the Rajapur
constituency and the

Shab-e-Baraat
prayers disallowed
at Jamia, CM calls in
“very unfortunate”

Srinagar, Feb 13 (UNI)
:Anjuman Augaf, the
managing body of Jamia
Masjid, Thursday said that
authorities have disallowed
the Shab-e-Baraat (Night of

Sr Name of Work Estimated
No. Cost in Salvation) congregation at
Rupees the historic mosque in old

Srinagar.J& K chief Minister
Omar Abdullah termed the
sealing of the mosque very
unfortunate , stating that
this reflects a lack of
confidencein the people as
well asinthelaw and order
machinery."lIt is very
unfortunate that the
security establishment has
taken the decision to seal
the historic Jamia Magjid,
Srinagar on one of the
holiest nightsinthelslamic
calendar - #shabebaraat.
Thisdecision betraysalack
in confidencein the people
& alack of confidence in
thelaw & order machinery
that calm won’'t prevail
without extreme measures.
The people of Srinagar
deserved better," Abdullah
said in apost on X.
Earlier, the Anjuman
Augaf said this is for the
sixth consecutive year in a

row that Shab-e-Baraat
congregation has been
disallowed at the Jamia
mosquein Srinagar.

Therewasnoword from
officialson disallowing the
congregation prayers at
Jamia. The Shab-e-Barat is
observed by Muslims on
theintervening night of the
14th and 15th days of
Sha ban, the eighth month
of the Islamic calendar.
According to a tradition,
though not believed by all
Muslims, God determines
thefate of all peoplefor the
coming year during the
night of Shab-e-Baraat
only.In  a statement
Anjuman Augaf informed
that following Asr prayers
(late afternoon prayers),
authorities abruptly closed
the gates of Jamia Masjid
Srinagar, while police
personnel asked
worshippers to vacate the
mosgue premises.

The Augaf was further
informed that the
observance of Shab-e-
Baraat would not be
permitted at the Jama
Magjid, the statement said.

Konkan region, along
with Uday Samant and
his brother and Rajapur
legislator Kiran Samant.

Salvi was
accompanied by his
supporters who
deserted Shiv Sena
(UBT) tojointhe Shinde
faction.

Shiv Sena(UBT) is
reeling froman existentia
crisis as since Eknath
Shinde rebelled and joined
handswith BJPin June
2022 and most recently
after drubbing inthe 2024
Assembly elections, there
have been many exists.
Most of the Shiv Sena
(UBT) leadersand
workers have preferred to
join the Shinde faction
fearing ableak futurein
the Shiv Sena (UBT).

Salvi, who had
recently held a
marathon meeting with
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray,
declared that being a
hardcore Shiv Sainik, he
would remain with the
party and would not
Cross over.

However, hefinally
took acall to leave
Uddhav Thackeray and

enter into Shinde camp
while accusing the
former MP and Shiv
Sena-UBT leader
Vinayak Raut of his
defeat in the 2024
Assembly elections.
Raut has subsequently
rejected Salvi's
allegation.

Shiv Sena (UBT)
insider claimed that
Salvi has deserted the
party in abid to get
relief from the ongoing
inquiries by the Anti
Corruption Bureau in
connection with the
property.

Shiv Sena (UBT)
legislator Bhaskar
Jadhav said that Salvi
should have stayed
with the party instead
of joining the Shinde
faction.

"However, the party
|eadership should take
serious note of such exits
and keep the flock
together for the party's
rejuvenation. The party
|eadership should no more
say that 'those who want
to quit can quit', and
instead they should be
kept in the party fold for
itsrevival," Jadhav added.

Road rage incident
leads to assault in
Tangmarg; police
initiate action

Srinagar, Feb 13 (UNI) : A road rageincident that began
in Srinagar escalated into violence in Tangmarg area of
Baramulladistrict on Thursday afternoon, when a group
of miscreants attacked an XUV-300 vehicle carrying five
occupants, police said.

The vehicle, bearing a Haryana registration number,
was carrying three men from Haryana and two women
from South Kashmir when it wasintercepted and attacked
by individuals trailing them from Srinagar. The incident
occurred around 1:45 PM in the jurisdiction of Police
Station Tangmarg.A police team rushed to the spot for
rescue but was also assaulted, with one Head Constable
sustaining ahead injury. However, several local residents
intervened to assist the police in rescuing the victims.

“Many locals in the area al'so rushed in to help the
police in rescuing the 5 persons being assaulted. FIR in
this regard has been registered in PS Tangmarg. The
assallantsare being identified and will be held accountable
beforelaw,” apolice statement said.

According to a preliminary investigation, the
altercation stemmed from aroad rageincident in Srinagar,
leading to the attack in Tangmarg.

“When thetrailing vehicles caught up with XUV-300
in Tangmarg, personsfrom thetrailing vehicles came out
and assaulted the 5 occupants,” police said, adding that
no illegal, immoral or unethical incident involving the
occupants of the vehicles has come to light.

Police said they have taken serious note of
misinformation and rumors being circulated on social
mediato incite unrest.“ J& K Police has taken note of this
and has begun profiling theindividualswho aretrying to
spread fake discourse with the aim of disrupting peace
and order. Legal action shall be taken against the
individuals indulging in spreading fake news regarding
the matter,” the statement said.
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Tripura CM,
family take holy
dip in Triveni
Sangam

Prayagraj, Feb 13 (UNI)
: TripuraChief Minister Dr
Manik Sahatook aholy dip
intheTriveni Sangamaong
with his family on the
auspicious occasion of
Maha Kumbh on Thursday
seeking divine blessings.

The CM bathed in the
sacred confluence of Maa
Ganga, Maa Yamuna and
the invisible Maa
Saraswati, earning spiritual
merit on this sacred
occasion.After the bath,
CM Dr Manik Saha shared
hisexperienceonhisofficia
social media handle.
"Today, | had the privilege
of taking a holy dip at
Mahakumbh, Prayagraj.
The sacred waters, divine
energy and spiritual
ambience made this an
unforgettable experience,"
hewrote.

He expressed that
witnessing the deep faith of
crores of devotees and
experiencing the spiritual
energy of Maha Kumbh
wastruly special.

Dr Saha said that he
prayed to Maa Ganga for
the prosperity and peace of
Tripura. He emphasised
that the holy dip in Sangam
purifies life and grants
spiritual tranquility.

Delhi assembly
elections results
will not affect
Bihar poll

outcome: Lalu

Patna, Feb 13 (UNI)
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad
on Thursday claimed that
Delhi assembly elections
results would not affect
the outcome of Bihar
assembly polls, to be held
thisyear asBJPwasall
set to lose the next
electoral battleinthe
State.

Prasad told media
persons here that NDA
was all set to lose power
inthe next Bihar assembly
electionsto be held in
October-November this
year. BJP stood exposed
in public duetoits
divisiveand communal
agenda and there was no
scope for the saffron
party to return to power in
Bihar again, he added.

"Aslong as| am here,
how can BJP form the
next government in
Bihar after assembly
elections"”, the RID
|eader thundered while
responding to queries
of media persons on the
high morale of BJP
leaders after the victory
of the party in recently
held assembly elections
in Delhi. BJP leaders
weredaydreaming, he
remarked.

BJP has registered an
impressive victory by
winning 48 seatsin
recently held Delhi
assembly elections. AAP
was ousted from power as
the party managed towin
just 22 seatsin 70 member
strength of the Delhi
assembly.

District Gollector Chadalawada Inspects Minister inaugurates
Poultry Farm Amid Bird Flu Goncerns

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Tanuku, Feb 13: Digtrict
Collector Chadalawada
Nagarani has assured the
publicthat thereisno cause
for concern, emphasizing
that well-cooked chicken
and eggs remain safe for
consumption in areas
unaffected by the bird flu
outbreak. She reiterated
that the culling of infected
birds is being carried out
using scientifically
approved methods.

On Thursday, the
Collector conducted a
surprise inspection of
poultry farms in Velpuru

sy

village, Tanuku Mandal.
She reviewed the ongoing
culling process, which is
being managed by Rapid
Response Teams (RRTs) in
poultry  sheds. She
guestioned workers about
the disposal methods being
used and inquired whether
they had been provided
with antiviral medication.
Addressing the media,
Collector Chadalawada
stated that the culling of
infected birds in G
Krishnanandam Poultriesis
being executed on a war
footing  under the
supervision of RRT teams.

| AT
i

A total of 22 rapid response
teams, comprising
veterinary doctors, have
been deployed for this
operation. The infected
birds are being buried in
scientifically dug pits,
following a structured
layering processwith lime,
sodium chloride, and
potassium permanganate
to ensure proper disposal.”

She noted that the
poultry farm housed
approximately 20,000
chickens. Following the
culling process, the sheds
are being thoroughly
sanitized, with fire guns

being used to remove
feathers before a complete
disinfection procedure is
undertaken. Additionally,
antiviral drugs have been
distributed to the RRT
teams. Health check-ups
for residents in nearby
towns and villages have
also been arranged under
thedirectivesof theDistrict
Medical and Health Officer
(DM&HO).

The government is
closely monitoring the
situation, providing
continuous guidance and
implementing necessary
precautionary measures. In

response to concerns
raised by reporters, the
Collector clarified that the
state government, in
consultation with the
central government and
scientific experts, has
determined that except for
the one-kilometer radius
surrounding infected areas,
peoplein other regions can
safely consume well-
cooked chicken and eggs.
She also confirmed that
there have been no reported
cases of human infection
and no recorded symptoms
related to bird flu in the

district.
TheCollector reaffirmed
that the district

administration istaking all
necessary steps to control
the outbreak effectively.
During the inspection,
RDO Khateeb Kauser
Bhano, District Animal
Husbandry Officer Dr. K.
Muralikrishna, District In-
Charge Medicd and Hedth
Officer Dr. B. Bhanu Nayak,
Tahsildar D.V.S.S. Ashok
Varma, MPDOR. LohithJaya
Sagar, dongwith officidsfrom
the Anima Husbandry Dep-
artment, medical experts,
technica teams, and hedlth-
care staff, were present.

Google announces collahoration with
govtto set up Al Accelerator in Hyd

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Hyderabad, Feb 13 :
Google on Thursday
announced it has entered
into a strategic
collaboration with the
Telangana government to
set up an Al Accelerator in
Hyderabad that aims to
support Al startups and
accelerate development of
Al solutions across sectors
including agriculture,
mobility, education,
sustainability and
governance.

An MoU was signed at
T-Hub in the presence of

TelanganaChief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, IT &
Industries Minister D
Sridhar Babu and Google
representatives, an official
release said here.

Under this MoU,
Googlewill partner withthe
Telangana government to
develop  Al-powered
agricultural solutions to
empower farmers and
improve mobility viatransit
data integration and road
information sharing.

The partnership will
also focus on Al skilling
and upskilling programmes,

supporting digital learning
ecosystems through
Google for education, and
launching an Open
Agriculture Network to
connect farmers with
essential resources.

The collaboration aims
to enhance open data
access through
Google's Data
Commons platform,
accelerate solar adoption
using Google's Solar API
and foster the startup
ecosystem  through
accel erator programmes.

Congratulating Google

on the occasion, the CM
stated, “This collaboration
with Google strengthens
our visonfor anAl-enabled
Telangana.

By integrating cutting-
edge Al technologies, we
aim to revolutionize key
sectors, ensuring better
governance, economic
progress, and enhanced
public services. This
partnership marks a
significant step in our
digital journey.”

Google India Country
Manager Preeti Lobana
said, “This collaboration

with Telangana reinforces
Google's commitment to
India'sdigital future.

We're excited to
combine our Al expertise
with the state's vision to
cultivate an Al-ready
workforce, foster startup
innovation, and address
key areas like agriculture,
education, and
sustainability.

Al isuniquely poised to
unleash hugevalueinthese
key economic areas, and
we'reexcited to collaborate
with Telanganato translate
these possihilities...”

JPC report on Wagf bill: Chairman has power to
remove note that casts aspersion on panel: Rijiju

New Delhi, Feb 13
(UNI) Parliamentary and
Minority Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju on Thursday
slammed the Opposition
for calling the Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) report on the Wagf
Amendment Bill as“illegal
and unconstitutional” and
said that Chairman
JagdambikaPal hasthe
authority to remove a note
“that casts aspersion on
the
Committee” . Addressing
themediaat the
Parliament House here,
Rijiju defended the
Chairman of the panel and
said, “It should be clear
that Pal has the authority
to remove a note that
casts aspersion on the
Committee.

The JPC Chairman has
the power to delete a

portion. Itisalso
mentioned in therule, and
everything happened as
per rule.”

Objecting to the
Opposition members
calling the“ JPC report as

illega and
unconstitutional”, he said,
“. The JPCwasformed by

all the partiesand it is not
of one party. Thisis not
just an NDA report. This
isParliament’s Joint
Parliamentary Committee
so calling the JPC report
asillegal and
unconstitutional is not
correct”.Rijiju said that
the JPC report has an
importance and if the
Opposition were speaking
against this report then
they were “dismissing
their own report”.

Asfar asthereport is
concerned there can be

differencesin the opinion
within the JPC, the
Minister added.” There are
basically two opinions —
oneisthose who arein
the government, they
might have separate
opinion than those in the
opposition. Even the
opposition’'s views have
been put in the annexure.
It iswrong to say that the
opposition’s dissent
notes are not included in
the JPC.Every view
whether those considered
by the majority or rejected
by the majority have been
included in the JPC report
which wastabled in the
RS today and which
would betabledin Lok
Sabha,” he said.

Rijiju said that the JPC
report has been tabled on
the floor of the House,
now it will cometothe

government and then the
report will be considered
by the Cabinet. And after
the consideration of the
Cabinet then whtever the
amended version will be, it
will then be presented in
the Parliament.

The Minister said that
the Opposition was
already opposing the Bill
which is not good and
appealed to al the
opposition parties to let
the house consider this
report as the “JPC has
done a great length of
consideration, hearing,
debate and discussion.

Notably, the Upper
House witnessed chaotic
scenes leading to a brief
adjournment of the house
as Opposition members
protested over the
'deletion’ of dissent notes
from the Joint

Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) report on the Wagf
Amendment Bill.

Leader of the
Opposition (LoP)
Mallikarjun Kharge
claimed that the
Committee on Wagf
Amendment Bill had
deleted the dissent notes
of MPs and included
views of peoplefrom
outside.He termed the
move as unconstitutional,
vowing to not alow the
passage of such areport.

Meanwhile, similar
situation was witnessed in
the Lok Sabhatoo, when
the report was tabled. The
Opposition created a
ruckus and walked out of
the house, alleging that
dissenting comments were
not included in the report
of the JPC presented in
the house

Imposition of President's Rule admission of BJP's inability : Ruhul Gandhi

Imphal, Feb 14 (IANS)
L eader of Opposition (LoP)
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
said that the imposition of
President'sRulein Manipur
is a belated admission by
the BJP of their complete
inability to govern in
Manipur.Rahul Gandhiina
post on X, said: "Now, PM
Modi can no longer deny

hisdirect responsibility for
Manipur. Has he finally
made up his mind to visit
the state, and explainto the
people of Manipur and
India his plan to restore
peace and normalcy?’
Congress  General
Secretary
(Communications) Jairam
Ramesh in a separate post

onthe X said: "Onthe 10th
of February, the Congress
was bringing a no-
confidence motion. They
knew the chief minister had
lost the confidence of his
own BJP and NDA
colleagues." Consequently,
the Chief Minister was
forced to resign on
February 9, said Ramesh,

also a member of
Parliament.He said that the
reguirement to convenethe
next session within six
months of the previousone
was violated on February
12."And today, they've
announced the President's
Rule. We will consult our
party colleagues and hold
internal meetingsto discuss

whether to demand midterm
pollsin Manipur. However,
our immediate demand is
for the Prime Minister to
visit Manipur," the Rajya
Sabha member said on
Monday.Meanwhile,
Indigenous Tribal Leaders
Forum (I TLF), anapex body
of Kuki-Zo tribals in
Manipur supported the

imposition of President's
ruleinthetrouble-torn state.

I TLF spokesman Ginza
Vualzong said that the
president's rule is more
preferable than a change
of Chief Minister."The
Kuki-Zo do not trust
Meitei anymore, so anew
Meitei Chief Minister is
still far from comforting.

Water ATM, RO plant

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Dharmavaram, Feb 13:
Hindustan Coca-Cola
Beverages (HCCB), one of
India's leading FMCG
companies, has launched a
series of community
initiativesin Sri Sathya Sai
and Anantapur districts,
Andhra Pradesh, as part of
its comprehensive CSR
approach, Project SHINE.

Theseinitiativesinclude
the installation of a water
ATM, Reverse Osmosis
(RO) filters, new toilet
facilities, and a
comprehensive Water
Access, Sanitation, and
Hygiene (WASH) program.
Satya Kumar Yadav,
Minister of Health, Family
Welfare and Medical
Education, inaugurated
HCCB’sCSRinitiatives at
an event held at
Sivarampalli, Tadimarri
Block, Sri SathyaSai District
on Thursday.

As part of Project
SHINE, HCCB's CSR
initiatives include the
installation of aWater ATM
in Sivarampalli, Tadimarri
Block, Sri Sathya Sai
District, Andhra Pradesh,
providing villagers with
safe drinking water and
enhancing their quality of
life. Additionally, three RO
filters have been placed in
Government SW Girls
Hostel, Durga Nagar,
Dharmavaram, Andhra
Pradesh, Zilla Parishad
Boys High School,
Mudigubba, Sri Sathya Sai
, Andhra Pradesh, and
Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalayas (KGBV),
Tadimarri, Anantapur,
Andhra Pradesh. These

region-specific initiatives
highlight HCCB's
dedication to meeting
criticalk needs and
promoting development in
rural areas.

Additionaly, as part of
its  Water  Access,
Sanitation, and Hygiene
(WASH) initiative, HCCB is
constructing toilet facilities
at six locations in
Anantapur District. . In
addition to infrastructure
development, HCCB is
conducting WA SH
sessions in schools and
communities, focusing on
essential topics such as
personal hygiene, proper
handwashing techniques,
sanitation  practices,
adolescence, and the
prevention of
communicable diseases.

CommentingonHCCB's
CSR initiatives, Satya
Kumar Yadav, Minister of
Health, Family Welfareand
M edical Education,
Government of Andhra
Pradesh, said, " The work
done by organisations like
HCCB in improving rural
Andhra Pradesh is truly
commendable. By
providing clean drinking
water through water ATMs
and RO filters, they are
making asignificant impact
on the lives of rural
communities.

Their WASH initiatives
are also raising crucial
awareness about hygiene
and sanitation.

These efforts align
perfectly with the Andhra
Pradesh government's
vision for rural
development, and fostering
sustainable growth.”

Police swoop on wine
shops, book cases for
violation of rules

Kakinada, Jan 13 (UNI) The city police conducted
surprise raids on the wine shops in the city on
Wednesday night and filed cases against eight shop
owners for alleged violation of regulations by
keeping the shops open even after 10 pm.Cases have
al so been registered for alowing the people to consume
liquor in the backyards.Four shopsin one town police
station limit, two shopseachin threetown and Sarpavaram
police station limits have been booked, police said.

Foreign tourists get new
energy from Indian
culture in Maha Kumbh

Prayagraj, Feb 13 (UNI)
Maha Kumbh is drawing
foreign tourists beyond
just the mystique of Naga
Sadhus as they are closely
observing the event's
cleanliness, traffic
management and event
planning thistime.

With record attendance,
visitors are immersing
themselves in Indian
culture while gaining
insights into its traditions
and organizational
excellence.Agni Akhara
Secretary
Mahamandal eshwar
Sampurnanand said that
visitors from several
countries have arrived this
year in Prayagrg].

"They are deeply
interested in understanding
the contrast between
ascetic and household life,"
he said.He said, "Foreign
tourists are no longer just
fascinated by the lives of
Naga Sadhus, they are also
delving into the intricate
arrangements of Maha
Kumbh and exploring the

depth of Sanatan culture.”

Jitendra Singh Negi,
representing the High
Commission Affairs of
Ghana, expressed his
profound connection with
his ancestral roots.

"My ancestors
migrated from India to
Ghana and Vvisiting
Prayagrg for the first time
has given me incredible
insights into Sanatan
Dharma. Meeting Guruji
(Agni Akhara
Mahamandal eshwar
Sampurnanand) was
enlightening as we
uncovered the deep
wisdom of our traditions. |
was accompanied by 16
other representatives, all
deeply moved by Indian
culture," he said.Foreign
tourist Ankita Upadhyay
said, "We had heard about
Maha Kumbh, but
experiencing itfirshand has
been overwhelming. The
seamless arrangements at
Sangam and its spiritual
energy have left a lasting
impression on us."
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Alzheimer’s cases

in 8 major markets
to reach 22.51
million in 2033

The prevalent cases of
Alzheimer’sdisease (AD) inthe
eight major marketsglobally are
Set to register an annual growth
rate (AGR) of 4.08 per cent from
15.99 million in 2023 to 22.51
million in 2033, according to a
report .

China will have the highest
number of total prevalent cases
of AD (by DSM-IV criteria) at
10.4 million cases, whereas Spain
will have the lowest number at
0.62 million cases in 2033,
according to the report by
GlobalData, a leading data and
analytics company.

“In 2023, women were more
affected than men, accounting for
approximately 73 per cent of the
total prevalent cases,” said
Antara Bhattacharya, associate
project manager, epidemiology
team.

Older adults in ages 75 years
and above accounted for almost
79 per cent of thetotal prevalent
cases of AD in the eight major
markets in 2023, while
comparatively younger adultsin
ages 65-74 years accounted for
approximately 21 per cent of the
cases.

The report estimated that in
2023, approximately 55 per cent
of total prevalent cases of AD
were mild, whereas only 16 per
cent of total prevaent cases of
AD were severe.

“Mortality remains a
significant concern for
individuals living with AD and
their families. Efforts to prevent
or delay the disease are expected
to have a profound impact on
long-term outcomes, asthevalue
of treatment will largely depend
on a therapy’s effectiveness in

reducing morbidity and extending
life  expectancy,” said
Bhattacharya.

Extensive research can

improve our understanding of the
crucial relationship between AD
and mortality. “Moreover, the
treatment for AD requires a
multifaceted approach that
Integrates medical interventions,
lifestyle modifications, ongoing
upport, dongwithdinical trids and
follow-up care,” sad the report.

Liver Transplants for
Adults and Ghildren

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Guwahati When
someone's liver is not
working well, a liver
transplant may be the best
option to help them
recover. This type of
surgery isneeded when the
liver can no longer do its
job—nhelping with
digestion, storing energy,
and clearing out toxins.
Liver transplantsaren’t just
for adults; children
sometimes need them too
says Dr. Vikram Kumar,
Principal Consultant,
Paediatric Liver
Transplantation,
Gastroenterology &
Hepatol ogy, Max Hospital,
Saket.

Why Do People Need a
Liver Transplant?

Liver failure can happen
for different reasons. In
adults, it's often caused by
long-term alcohol use or
chronic diseases. For
children, it'susually dueto
genetic problems or
infections. When the liver
isn’t working well and
there’s no other way to
treat the problem, a
transplant canbealifesaver.

A liver transplant
replaces the damaged liver
with a healthy one.
Sometimes, thewholeliver
isreplaced, but other times
only apart of itisused. In

either case, the transplant
helps restore the liver’s
functions and can improve
the person’s health.

How Does a Liver
Transplant Work?

There are two main
types of liver transplants:

Whole Liver
Transplant: This is when
theentireliver istakenfrom
a recently deceased donor
and transplanted into the
patient.

Living Donor Liver
Transplant: In some cases,
a living person donates a
portion of their liver. This
works because the liver is
unique—it can grow back
over time. So, both the
donor and recipient end up

withfull-sized liversafter a
while A smaller liver portion
from a living donor can
often work just fine for
children, as their bodies
need less liver tissue than
adults.

What isInvolvedin the
Process?

Getting a liver
transplant isn’t a quick
process. First, doctors
check to make sure the
person really needs a new
liver and is healthy enough
for surgery. If so, they are
put on awaiting list, which
can take time since there
aren’'t always enough
donors available.

When adonor'sliver is
found, surgery can begin.

The operation itself takes
several hours. After the
surgery, the patient will
spend a few weeks in the
hospital. During this time,
they are closely monitored
to make sure everything is
working well with the new
liver.

Recovery and LifeAfter
Surgery

Even after being
discharged from the
hospital, recovery
continues at home. It may
take severa monthsto fully
recover and adjust. Patients
will also need to take
medicines for the rest of
their lives to prevent their
body from rejecting the
new liver.

For children, liver
transplants often mean they
can go back to enjoying
activities and just being
kids. Adults can also look
forward to returningtotheir
routines, although
recovery can be different
for each person.

The Risks
Benefits

Liver transplants, like
any major surgery, have
risks. These can include
infection, bleeding, or
rejection of the new liver.
But many peoplefind that
a successful transplant
givesthem back their health
and freedom.

and

3G denies hail to accused in
2020 Bengaluru Riots Gase

New Delhi, Feb 13(UNI)
: The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined to grant
bail to Shabbar Khan, who
has been chargesheeted
under the Unlawful
Activities(Prevention) Act,
1967, in connectionwith the
riots that took place in
Bengaluru on August 11,
2020.

The violence was
reportedly triggered by a
Facebook post allegedly
containing derogatory
remarks about Prophet
Muhammead.

The prosecution
alleged that the petitioner,
along with a mob, was
responsible for burning
motorcycles. 198
individuals were named in
the FIR, out of which 138
have been chargesheeted.
Of these, 25 individuals
face charges under the

Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act 1967.
The National

Investigation Agency
(NIA) has stated that
members of the Social
Democratic Party of India
(SDP), thepalitical wing of
the banned Popular Front
of India (PFI), were
involved in the riots,

including Shabbar Khan.
According to reports, these
members allegedly
conspired to mobilize a
large crowd that attacked
police personnel and
vandalized police station
vehicles at D.J. Halli and
K.G Hali policestationson
the night of August 11.

Shabbar Khan was not
initially named in the FIR
filed by the state police.
However, when the NIA
took over theinvestigation,
his name wasincluded.

On January 31, abench
of JusticesB.V. Nagarathna
and Satish Chandra Sharma
asked the NIA that how
much timeit would takefor
the trial court to frame
chargesand commencetria
against the accused in the
2020 Bengaluru riots case.
This query arose after
Senior Advocate P
Vishwanath Shetty,
appearing for Shabbar
Khan, highlighted that
Karnataka has only one
designated NIA Court.

Shetty further
submitted that his client
has already undergone four
years and one month of
incarceration without the
trial court framing charges.

He pointed out that 254
witnesses are yet to be
examined. Citing
judgmentsin Sheikh Javed
Igbal @ Ashfaq Ansari @
Javed Ansari v. State of
Uttar Pradesh (2024) and
2021 KA Najeeh, heargued
that bail should be granted
when there has been
prolonged incarceration
with no likelihood of an
expeditioustrial.

When Shetty referred to
the evidence against the
petitioner, Justice
Nagarathnaremarked, "We
cannot have a mini-trial
here."Opposing th bail plea,
Additional Solicitor General
S.\V. Rgju argued that the
petitioner himself was
responsible for the delay.
However, the Court did not
make any observation on
that aspect.

Whilethe Court refused
to interfere with the
Karnataka High Court's
August 30, 2024, order
denying bail to Shabbar
Khan, it issued significant
directionsregarding thetrial
process.The Court took
note of the fact that 254
witnesses had been listed
for the trial before the
Specia NIA Court. It also

acknowledged
submissions that the
Karnataka High Court, in
ShohebAli @ ShajidAli vs.
The State By Karnataka
(2023), had recorded that 31
NIA cases were pending
before the Special NIA
Court, apart from 53
sessions cases and two
criminal miscellaneous
matters.

Considering the
backlog and the slow pace
of trial, the Supreme Court
directed the Karnataka
Government to comply with
Section 11 of the National
Investigation Agency Act,
2008.

The Court noted that
the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) had issued
a communication on
October 7, 2024, seeking the
Karnataka Government's
and the High Court's
consent for establishing an
exclusive NIA Court in
Bengaluru. However, the
State Government had not
yet acted upon a previous
order from April 2, 2023,
directing the establishment
of Specia Courtsfor UAPA
casesin Mysore, Belagavi,
and Kalaburagi divisions
within six months.

Matter of removal of HC judges lies with Parliament’

New Dehi, Feb 13 (UNI)
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday ruled that the
matter seeking removal of
Allahabad High Court
judge Justice Shekhar
Yadav from his post is a
matter of the “Chairman's
jurisdiction and in an
eventuality with the
Parliament and President”.

Dhankhar instructed
the Secretary General of
Rajya Sabha to send this

informationto the Registrar
General of the Supreme

Court.Soon after the
Question Hour, the
Chairman, while

mentioning the notice
received from some
members last December
regarding the removal of
the judge from the post,
said, “1 am seized of an
undated notice for motion
received on 13 December
2024, bearing 55 purported
signatures of the members

of the Rajya Sabha seeking
removal from office of
Justice Shekhar Yadav of
Allahabad High Court
under Article 124(4) of the
Constitution”.

The Chairman ruled,
“The jurisdiction for the
stated subject matter
constitutionally lies in
exclusivity with the
Chairman, RajyaSabhaand
in an eventuality with the
Parliament and Hon'ble
President” .Whiledirecting

the Rajya Sabha Secretary
General to convey the
information about this
announcement made in the
House to the Supreme
Court, Dhankhar said,
“Taking note of public
domain information and
inputs available, it is
expedient that the
Secretary General, Rajya
Sabha shares this for
information with the
Secretary Generdl, Supreme
Court of India'. U

An Unpalatable Truth
is a worldview

(Sandard Post Bureau)

A complete picture of
the universe is now
available to us through a
book “An Unpalatable
Truth'. Because since the
creation of our universe, we
have been wondering if
there is anyone else with
us. To understand it, "An
Unpalatable Truth' is a
book written by Dr. Mehra
Shrikhande.

Many scholarly articles,
theses have been written
by researchers to unravel
the mysteriesand secrets of
space. While studying it,
they have understood each
of those thoughts, between
their linesor what ishidden
behind them, what is the
exact meaning being
inspired by it, they have
understood. Significance of
Sirius Star, History of
UFOs, Mysteries in South
America, Crop Circles,
Zechariah Sitchin's Study,
Orion Rising, Canary
Islands, SETI can be
understood by reading
some of her chaptersinthis
book. Apart from the book
so far on the subject, her
distinction has been
preserved dueto hisvaried
studies at many levels. It
has gained more
importance. She has shown
a way to the practitioners
and researchers.
According to her, many

DR. MEHRA SHRIKHANDE

peoplewill get guidanceto
do more research on that
topic in future.Space or
many things in this
universe have always
remained a curiosity and
mystery to us. That is why
many theories have beentold
around the world through
different mediums Tounravel
the secrets of the universe,
an unconvincing truth
emerged from all these
studies. It is believed that
Mehra Srinkhade's book
will definitely help in
guenching the curiosity of
the readers.This book is a
curiosity about various
phenomena in the space
universe. This space is a
wonder for us. That iswhy
we always like to read or
understand about him. That
is possible because of this
book. From this we
understand the essence of
the information of various
scholarsfromadl overtheworld.

SC denies hail to

accused in 2020
Bengaluru Riots Case

New Delhi, Feb 13 (UNI) The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined to grant bail to Shabbar Khan, who
has been chargesheeted under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967, in connection with the riots that
took placein Bengaluru on August 11, 2020.

Theviolence was reportedly triggered by a Facebook
post allegedly containing derogatory remarks about

Prophet Muhammad.

The prosecution alleged that the petitioner, along with
a mob, was responsible for burning motorcycles. 198
individualswere named inthe FIR, out of which 138 have
been chargesheeted. Of these, 25 individualsface charges
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 1967.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has stated
that members of the Social Democratic Party of India
(SDPY), the political wing of the banned Popular Front of
India(PFI), wereinvolved intheriots, including Shabbar
Khan. According to reports, these members allegedly
conspired to mobilize alarge crowd that attacked police
personnel and vandalized police station vehicles at D.J.
Halli and K.G. Halli police stations on the night of August
11.Shabbar Khanwasnot initially named inthe FIR filed
by the state police. However, when the NI A took over the
investigation, his name was included.

On January 31, a bench of Justices B.V. Nagarathna
and Satish Chandra Sharmaasked the NI A that how much
timeit would take for thetrial court to frame charges and
commencetrial against the accused in the 2020 Bengaluru
riots case. This query arose after Senior Advocate P.
Vishwanath Shetty, appearing for Shabbar Khan,
highlighted that Karnataka has only one designated NIA
Court.Shetty further submitted that his client has already
undergone four years and one month of incarceration
without the trial court framing charges. He pointed out
that 254 witnessesare yet to be examined. Citing judgments
in Sheikh Javed Igbal @ AshfagAnsari @ Javed Ansari v.
State of Uttar Pradesh (2024) and 2021 KA Nagjeeb, he
argued that bail should be granted when there has been
prolonged incarceration with no likelihood of an
expeditious trial.When Shetty referred to the evidence
against the petitioner, Justice Nagarathnaremarked, "We
cannot have a mini-trial here."Opposing the bail plea,
Additional Solicitor General S.V. Raju argued that the
petitioner himself wasresponsiblefor the delay. However,
the Court did not make any observation on that aspect.

Whilethe Court refused to interferewith the Karnataka
High Court's August 30, 2024, order denying bail to
Shabbar Khan, it issued significant directions regarding

the trial process.

The Court took note of the fact that 254 witnesses had
been listed for the trial before the Special NIA Court. It
also acknowledged submissions that the Karnataka High
Court, in Shoheb Ali @ Shajid Ali vs. The State By
Karnataka (2023), had recorded that 31 NIA cases were
pending beforethe Special NIA Court, apartfrom53sessons
casesand two criminal miscdlaneous metters. Considering the
backlog and the dow pace of trid, the Supreme Court directed
the Karnataka Government to comply with Section 11 of the
Nationd Investigation Agency Act, 2008.
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PM likely to visit
Tripura next month to
launch a slew of
projects and flag off
Vande Bharat Express

Agartala, Feb 13 (UNI)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to visit
Tripura next month to
launch a slew of projects
including flagging off
Vande Bharat Express
between Agartala and
Guwahati from here.

The state government
has already approached
PMO  seeking his
availability after Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR)
issued a green signal for
starting India’sfastest train
Vande Bharat connecting
two important cities of
Northeast daily.

The NFR has also
almost completed the
railway line electrification
work in Tripuraand South
Assam to ensure super-fast
train service from Tripura.
Presently, premiere trains
like Tejash Expressto Delhi
and Humsafar to Bengaluru
have been operating from
Agartalaby Diesel engine,
besidesafew more express
trains connecting important
cities.

The proposed Vande
Bharat Expressisscheduled
to complete a 571 km
journey between Agartala
and Guwahati in seven and
a half hours stopping at
Ambassa, Dharmanagar of
Tripura, and New
Karimganj, Badarpur
Junction, and Hojai of
Assam. Thetrain will start
at 6 AM every day and
reach Guwahati at 1.30 PM
and the return journey will
start from Guwahati at 2 PM

and reach Agartala at 9.30
PM, sources said.

“At present trains take
at least 12 hours to reach
Guwahati fromAgartalaby
diesel engine. The journey
through hill sections of
South Assam up to
Lumding from Badarpur
takes six hours to cover
around 160 kilometers
distance. After putting
trainsinto electric linesthe
time coverage will be
reduced to half, which will
boost the business of
Northeastern states with

Tripura instead of
concentrating on
Guwahati,” Transport
officialssaid.
Meanwhile, Chief
Minister Dr Manik Saha
said that the state
government has planned to
inaugurate the new

infrastructure installed in
Tripura Sundari temple
under the centrally
sponsored schemes in the
presence of Prime Minister
NarendraModi.

“The construction
works are complete. The
agencies engaged in the
work are giving the
finishing touches to the
projects. We are eager to
have Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the
inauguration ceremony,”
Dr Saha said, adding that
under PM’s guidance,
Tripura tourism has
reached a new height and
many more new
opportunitiesare coming to
add tourist attractions.

Workers of "Jan Suraaj "
will decide party

candidates for

assembly polls: Prashant

Patna, Feb 13 (UNI) Founder of "Jan Suragj * Prashant
Kishor on Thursday declared that workers and office
bearers of the party would select candidates for the next
Assembly electionsin Bihar.Kishor said that it wasanew
idea being implemented by any political party in the
distribution of its tickets for elections. As per practice
prevalent in the country, top leaders of the party had been
sdecting candidates for eections and there was no role of
workersinthedigtribution of party tickets, he pointed out." Jan
Surag " leader said that, unlike other parties, his party would
givetota freedomtoitsworkersin the sdection of candidates
for eections. In the next assembly eectionsin Bihar, workers
and officebearersof Jan Surag would havetheresponghility to
distribute tickets, he stated. There would not be any
committee or a group of leaders for the distribution of
tickets among candidates, he pointed out.

Kishor said that in BJP only Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah had the
freedom to distribute tickets for candidates in elections.
Similarly in Congress, Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi
enjoyed the freedom to select candidates of their party in
elections, he added.Jan Suraaj leader said that RIJD
supremo Lalu Prasad had full authority to distributetickets
in his party and it was known to all, the criteria being
adopted by Prasad for distribution of tickets, he remarked.

BJD team calls for strict action against
perpetrators of gang rape of minor tribal girl

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13 (UNI) A high-level BJD fact-
finding team on Thursday strongly condemned the
heinous act of gangrape of a minor tribal girl and
called for immediate and strict action against the

perpetrators.

Theteam visited Laxmipur, Koraput, on Thursday
to assess the shocking incident of alleged gangrape
involving aminor tribal girl.

The delegation, including senior leaders like
Snehangini Chhuria, Padmini Dian, Kausalya Hikaka,
SasmitaMeleka, met thevictim’'sfamily, local authorities,
and community membersto gather firsthand information.

Farmers durmg their Mahapanchayat at Shambhu border, in Patialaon Thursday

Focus should be on complete wipe-out of
terrorism from Jammu Division: LG Sinha

Jammu, Feb 13 (UNI) :
Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinhaon Thursday chaired
a high-level meeting and
reviewed the security
scenarioin Jammu Division.

The meeting was
attended by DGP J& K and
other top brass of Police,
Army and Intelligence
officers.

At the outset, the DGP
J& K and IGP Jammu briefed
the chair on the future
action plan and the
proposed measures to
tackle the security
challengesto ensure a safe
and secure environment for
thecommon citizen.

ThelGP Railwaysgave
a detailed presentation on
the security architecture of
railways, and the roadmap
put in place to strengthen
the security of stations and
the tracks.The Lieutenant

Governor said that our
focus should be on
complete wipe-out of
terrorism from Jammu
Division.

“We should not even
have remnant of terrorism
in Jammu region. Take
effective steps to wipe-out
terrorism and ensure
completedismantling of the
infrastructure and local
support of terrorism,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant
Governor directed the J& K
Police officials to take
strongest possible action
against those providing
logistical and financial
support to terrorism.

“Make sure that acts of
individuals or groups
trying to create fear in the
society are termed as
terrorist action and they
should be punished as per
the law,” the Lieutenant

Governor directed the
police officials.The
Lieutenant Governor also
discussed roadmap for
technology driven policing,
areadomination plan, inter-
agency coordination,
action against narco-
terrorism, capacity building
of police force and
innovative strategies to
improve cyber patrolling
and monitoring
capabilities.He stressed on
credible intelligence
gathering, sharing of real
time operational
intelligence and anti-terror
operations based on
precise inputs.

“Every perpetrator and
supporter of terrorism must
pay the price. We need to
equip ourselves with
credibleintelligenceand act
more effectively to
neutralisetheterroristsand
ensure the security of

citizens. We must be
prepared for conventional
aswell asnon-conventiona
threats,” the Lieutenant

Governor said.The
Lieutenant  Governor
directed for stronger

measures to protect our
borders.

“We must strengthen
border security against
asymmetric threats due to
porous border with
riverines and difficult
mountain range and all the
security agencies must
work together to provide
necessary back-up
support,” the Lieutenant
Governor observed.

The Lieutenant
Governor also called for
strengthening the legal
framework to deal with
terror propagandists and
strengthening of police
establishment at locd leve for

/\T Achuryu Satyendra

. Das given 'Jal
. Samadhi' in Saryu

Ayodhya (UP), Feb 13
(UNI) : Chief priest of Shri
Ramjanmabhoomi temple
Acharya Satyendra Das
was given Jal Samadhi in
the Saryu river on
Thursday.The last
procession of AcharyaDas
was taken out with pomp
and show from his
Satyagopal Dham templeat
Ramghat. It passed through
theroads of thecity of Lord
Ram and reached the
cremation ground on the
banks of the Saryu river
where Satyendra Das was
given Ja Samadhi.

The procession was
taken out from Ram Mandir
Gate to Hanuman Garhi,
LataMangeshkar Chowk;, in
which the people of
Ayodhya, along with saints
and sages, Minister Satish
Sharma, Mayor Mahant
Girishpati Tripathi,
Jagatguru
Ramanandacharya Swami
Ramdineshcharya, former
MP Ramvilas Das Vedanti,
Shrimahant Dharmadas,
Mahant Gaurishankar Das,
Naka Hanumangarhi
Mahant Ramdas, Ayodhya
MLA Vedprakash Gupta,
Mahant Raghvesh Das
Vedanti and Mahant

Bhushan Das, thousands
of saintsand Ram devotees
participated.The last rites
were performed by his
disciple priest Pradeep Das.
The Chief Priest died on
Wednesday during
treatment at PGl Hospital in
Lucknow.

Hewas admitted to PGI
on 3 February after abrain
stroke where he breathed
hislast during treatment on
12 February. His death
spread awave of mourning
in the entire Ramnagari.
Everyonewas saddened by
his death.

There was a stream of
people expressing
condolences at the priest's
ashram. From saints-
mahantsto politicians, and
common citizens, everyone
paid their tributes and bid
him afinal farewell. Priest
Satyendra Das' life was
dedicatedto Ram Lalla.

He served Ramlala for
about 32 yearsfrom 1992till
now. His contribution
towards Shri  Ram
Janmabhoomi can never be
forgotten. It will alwaysbe
unforgettable. The saints of
Ayodhya Dham have
demanded the government to
givehim Padma Vibhushan.

Cabinet sanctions Rs 17,266
Crfor 11,251 roads

Patna, Feb 13 (UNI) : The Bihar Cabinet, under the
leadership of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, on Thursday
gave its approval for construction of 11,251 roads at an
expenditure of Rs 17,266 crore.The Cabinet initsmeeting
held here sanctioned the construction of 19,867-km-long
roadsunder Rural Works Department. It also approved an
amount of Rs 17,266 crore for it.With this, all damaged
roads in 38 districts of the state will be managed and
modernandefficientpolicing.  monitord for along period of seven years.

Now poor and middle-class can access five star facilities for events: Yogi

Gorakhpur, Feb 13 (UNI)
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday said that
programmes for the poor
and economically weaker
sections, as well as the
middle-income group, will
now have access to five-
star facilities through

Kayan Mandapams.
Speaking at the
inauguration and

foundation stone-laying
ceremony organised by the
Municipal Corporation in
Khorabar township, where
he dedicated development
projectsworth Rs103 crore,
the CM said, "Today marks
the inauguration of
Gorakhpur’s first Kalyan
Mandapam and within the
next few months, seven
morewill be completed.”

Notably, he has
allocated funds from his
MLA fund for the

construction of five of
these Kalyan Mandapams.
He also directed the
Municipal Corporation to
offer Kalyan Mandapam
bookings to its employees

and sanitation workers for
just Rs11,000.

Alongside
inaugurating the city'sfirst
Kayan Mandapam, built at
a cost of Rs 4.71 crore in
thenewly created Khorabar
ward, Yogi asoinaugurated
a gas-based animal
crematoriumworth Rs4.55
crore, the drain
construction project from
M ahadevpuram to Phase 2
(pumping station) in
Ramgarh Tal at Rs 2.46
crore, a road project from
Ekla Dam to the Animal
Crematorium (Carcass
Plant) at Rs68 lakh, and the
shed construction at Kanha
Gaushalain Mahewafor Rs
97lakh.

With atotal of Rs26.31
crore allocated for these
completed projects, healso
laid the foundation stone
for additional development
projects worth Rs 76.40
crore.

Highlighting the
significance of Kalyan
Mandapam, the CM
emphasised that its
inauguration marks a new

Expressing deep concern, theteam strongly condemned
the heinous act and called for immediate and strict action

against the perpetrators.

Theteam urged the police to expeditetheinvestigation
and ensure justice without delay.

The delegation assured the victim's family of all
possible support and emphasized the need for stringent
measures to prevent such incidents.

Theteamwill submit adetailed report to BJD President
Naveen Patnaik, outlining necessary steps for justice.

The BJD leaders vowed to monitor the investigation
closely and stand by the victim’'sfamily.

era in civic amenities. He
said that while those with
financial means can
organise events in hotels
and grand lawns,
economically weaker
sections often lack suitable

venues.
He said, "To address
this, Municipal

Corporations and
Development Authorities
were directed to set up
Kalyan = Mandapams,
dedicated spaces where
weddings and auspicious
ceremonies for the poor,
lower, and middle-income
groups can be held with
ease."

Yogi said that the
Kayan Mandapam features
a spacious auditorium,
dormitory, six rooms, a
kitchen and a well-
maintained lawn. He
described it asapermanent
asset for economically
weaker sections, ensuring
five-star facilities for their
special occasions.

Highlighting the
extensive development
initiatives being introduced

for Gorakhpur Municipal
Corporation and other
urban bodies, he said,
"Among these, one of the
most significant projectsis
the animal crematorium,
which will effectively
address the issue of animal
body disposal and provide
relief from foul odours."

He said that
beautification effortsfor the
iconic clock tower are
underway while preserving
Gorakhpur's historical
identity. "Simultaneously,
multi-level parking is
being constructed at
Shaheed Bandhu Singh
Park, adjacent to
Ghantaghar, to ease
traffic congestion. Work
is also progressing
rapidly on park
development, road
widening and drainage
projects. Once the
GodhdhoiyaNalaprojectis
completed, the city will be
free from the recurring
problem of water logging,"
he said.

The CM also
highlighted an innovative

initiative where
contaminated water flowing
into the Rapti river isbeing
purified using indigenous
methods, making it suitable
for agricultural use.

Urging citizens to
actively participateinVikas
Yatra and adopt a strong
commitment to cleanliness,
he referenced the
Swachhata Comic,
launched on the occasion.
He reminded the audience
that for four decades,
eastern UP, including
Gorakhpur, had suffered
significant loss of life due
to poor sanitation.

He pointed out that
garbage accumulation,
pond encroachments and
clogged drains had
contributed to large-scale
deaths from encephalitis.
"However, due to the
Swachh Bharat Mission,
public awareness, and the
effortsof thedouble-engine
government, encephalitis
has now been completely
eradicated,” he said.

Yogi urged people to
continue  prioritising

cleanliness and take a
pledge to eliminate single-
use plastic. He emphasised
that affordable housing for
every income group is
becoming areality through
the Medicity/Township
project in Khorabar, where
EWS  (Economically
Wesker Sections), LIG (Low
Income Group), MIG
(MiddleIncome Group) and
HIG (High Income Group)
houses are  being
developed.

Heinformed that atwo-
bedroom house with a
dining hall, kitchen, and
bathroom costs Rs 28 lakh,
whileaLlG houseispriced
around Rs 16 lakh, and
similar pricereductionswill
be applied to EWS houses,
making them even more
accessible. During the
programme, Yogi felicitated
sanitation workersfor their
outstanding contributions
by presenting them with
certificates and gifts. He
also extended financial
assistance of Rs 1 lakh to
the father of a deceased
sanitation worker.

Odisha Assembly condoles demise of
former PM Manmohan Singh, Two Ex-MLAs

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13
(UNI) The Odisha
Assembly on Thursday
condoled the demise of
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and
former MLAsBIjayaKumar
Mohanty and Sadan Nayak,
who passed away during
the period between the last
session and the current
session of the House.

Soon after Governor
Hari Babu Kambhampati
completed his address on
the opening day of the
Budget session of the
Assembly, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Mahi, al'so
the Leader of the House,
moved an obituary
reference.Mahi expressed
his condolences on the
passing of former Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh
and thetwo former MLAS,
requesting Speaker Surama
Padhi to convey the
Assembly's sympathies to
the bereaved families.

L eader of the
Opposition Naveen Patnaik,
CongressLegisature Party
leader Ram ChandraK adam,
CPI(M) leader Laxman
Munda, and Speaker

Surama Padhi later joined
the Leader of the House in
offering their condolences.

The Assembly observed
aone-minuteslenceasamark
of respect for the departed
souls.Following the ohituary
reference, the Speaker
adjourned the House until
10:30 AM on Friday as a
mark of respect for the
deceased.
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China wins women hiathion
relay gold at Winter Asiad

Harbin, Feb 13 (UNI)
Meng Fanqi delivered a
stunning final leg to
securevictory for Chinain
the biathlon women's
4x6kmrelay at theHarbin
Asian Winter Gameson
Thursday.

Chind's quartet,
consisting of Tang Jialin,
Wen Ying, Chu Yuanmeng
and Meng, had struggled
in the early stages and sat

Haryana
gymnasts win
7 medals in
Uttarakhand
National

Games

Chandigarh, Feb 13
(UNI) : Haryan gymnasts
bagged seven medals -
two silver and five bronze
- in the gymnastics
competition of the 38th
National Gamesin
Uttarakhand.

Haryana's Sports
Minister Gaurav Gautam
congratulated the medal
winners and said they are
getting alot of benefits
from the state's sports
policy."Our playersare
bringing laurels to the
country and the state by
winning medalsin
Olympics, World
Championships, Asian,
Commonweslth and
National Games.

Haryana has become
the hub of sports. Other
states of the country are
alsofollowing Haryana's
sports policy,” he said.

The Sports Minister
praised the excellent
performance of Haryana's
gymnasts in the National
Gamesand said their
achievement is not only
theresult of the hard work
of the players, but isalso
aproof of the
encouragement being
given to sports by the
state government.

The state's medal
winnersin gymnastics are
Yogeshwar Singh, Sagar,
Jatinder, Saransh Dev and
Sahil Yadav, who won the
bronzein Artistic
Gymnastics (Team
Event). Similarly, the
team of LifeAdlakha,
Dhruv Chaudhary,
Janhvi, Varsha clinched
the bronze in Rhythmic
Gymnastics.

Intheindividual
competition, Yogeshwar
Singh claimed the silver
with thetitle of All-
Around Second Best
Gymnast. Hewon silverin
floor exercise and bronze
insidehorse. Similarly,
LifeAdlakhawon bronze
in hoop event.

third at the final exchange.

However, Meng rose
to the occasion, making
up ground and securing
thewinin atime of one
hour, 29 minutesand 6.3
seconds.

"l was under alot of
pressureinthefinal leg,
but no matter the
outcome, | just wanted to
giveitmy al," Meng said.

"Both my skiing and

shooting were beyond my
usual level today, and |
think luck wasreally on
our side."

South Koreafinished
21 seconds behind to take
thesilver, while
Kazakhstan claimed the
bronze. Inthe men's
4x7.5kmrelay, Japanand
Chinawere neck and neck
until thefinal leg, where
China's Gu Cang faltered

with multiple shooting
errors.

Japan capitalized on
the mistakes, pulling
ahead towin goldin one
hour, 24 minutesand 20.3
seconds.

Kazakhstan also
surged past Chinato
securethesilverin
1:25:18.7, leaving China
with the bronzein
1.25:32.7

Rickelton excited for Champions Trophy
challenge after multi-format success

Cape Town, Feb 13
(UNI) : In a cricketing
landscape where excelling
across all formats has
become increasingly rare,
South Africa’'s Ryan
Rickelton is determined to
defy the odds.

Rickelton started the
year in a spectacular
fashion, scoring a
mammoth 259 against
Pakistan in the second Test
at Newlands, which South
Africawon by 10 wickets.

Hequickly followed that
up with stellar
performances in the SA20,
where he scored 336 runs
at an averageof 48, striking
a anincredible178.72 ashe
helped M1 Cape Town lift
thetrophy for thefirst time,
further solidifying his
reputation in the shortest
format.

But as South Africa
prepare for the Champions
Trophy, Rickelton's focus
isnow firmly on the ODIs,
where helooksto continue
hisrise. Inhissix gamesin
the format thus far,
Rickeltonhas181 runsat a
strike-rate closeto 90. And

the batter hastaken the help
of aProteagreat to finetune
hisgame.

“I’'veworked alot with
HashimAmlainthelast few
years, and he has been a
phenomenal coach for me,
" Rickelton revedled in an
exclusivechat withthel CC.

“Hewasamaster of off-
side play and he says
sometimes when | get a bit
excited, | look tooleg-side.
He's always encouraging
me to open up the off-side
abit more, so heawaysgets
excited when he sees me
cover drive.”

South Africa, who won
theinaugural edition of the
tournament in 1998, will look
to add another mgjor ICC
titleto their collection.

“It's just about getting
back into that mindset. |
don’t think it’ll be too
challenging. Thewicketsin
Pakistan can be quite good
to bat on, and they swing
under lightsand get skiddy.
WEe'll have a chat, figure
that out, and get locked in,”
Rickelton said.A
significant opportunity has
opened up for Rickelton

with the retirement of
QuintondeKock, and heis
now vying for aspot at the
top of the order, where he
might potentially partner
skipper TembaBavuma.
“This ODI team has
been areally difficult one
to get into over the past
coupleof years,” Rickelton
acknowledged. “Quinny
retiring has opened the
door for meto hopefully get
afew games as the rest of
the order is pretty locked
in.”With an impressive
domestic record in the
SA20 and a stellar List A
career averaging over 46,
Rickeltonisready to make
his mark on the global

stage.
Having made his debut
in 2022, Rickelton's

confidencein international
cricket is growing, and he
is eager to showcase his
talents in the 50-over
format, as South Africa
preparesfor what promises
to bean exciting and action-
packed year of cricket. South
Africa’'s Champions Trophy
campaign beginson February
21 against Afghanistan.

South Korea
bags figure
skating singles
golds at Winter
Asiad

Harbin, Feb 13 (UNI) :
South Korea's Cha Jun-
hwan and Kim Chae-yeon
took gold in the men's and
women's singles events,
respectively, at the Asian
Winter Games here on
Thursday.

Despite leading by
nearly 10 points in the
short program, Japan's
Yuma Kagiyama slipped
three times on Thursday,
handing the gold medal to
Cha, South K orea's national
champion, who posted an
impressive score of 281.69
points.Kazakhstan's
Mikhail Shaidorov claimed
the bronze. Amid cheers
from the home crowd,
China's Dai Dawei landed
two quadruple jumps to
finish fourth with 238.83
points, while hiscompatriot
Chen Yudong ranked
seventh with 203.32 points.

"| performed better than
| expected. It'sacomfort to
have skated a relatively
clean program today," said
Dai. Although he missed
the podium by just one
spot, he expressed no
regrets."Certainly, every
athlete wants to stand on
thepodium, but | know | ill
need toimprovemy skills."

In the women's free
skating, 2024 World Figure
Skating Championships
bronze medallist Kim
delivered a near-flawless
performanceto score 147.56
points.With atotal of 219.44
points, she edged out
Beijing Winter Olympics
bronze medallist Kaori
Sakamoto by 7.54 points,
after Sakamoto slipped on
atriplejump. HanaYoshida
of Japantook home the
bronze medal."l initially
thought just skating
through my program would
be good enough, but now |
redize- | should havewonthe
gold," the 18-year-old Kim
sad."Atfirg, | couldntbdieve
it, but it's dowly snking in."
She added, "Kaori is such a
strong competitor. I'veaways
wanted to begt her, but | never
expected to do it here at the
Winter Asiad."

Reflecting on her
performance, Kim noted,
"When | finished my free
skate, | told myself - finally,
| did it!" Although she
admitted to feeling more
nervous than the day
before, she was proud to
have delivered a clean
performance, particularly in
her jJump combinations.

Yuvraj Sandhu shoots a steady 68,
holds on to the lead, Jamal tails

Kolkata, Feb 13 (UNI):
Yuvraj Sandhu  of
Chandigarh hung on to a
one-shot lead courtesy his
steady two-under 68 on
day three often referred to
as‘movingday’ ingolf here
on Thursday.

Yuvraj (63-61-68), a
winner at Tollygunge Club
in the past, has athree-day
total of 18-under 192 ashe
continued in the lead for
the third consecutive day
at TATA Sted PGTI Players
Championship 2025.

Bangladesh’s Jamal
Hossain (65-62-66), fresh
from a standout season on
the PGTI last vyear,
narrowed down the gap
with the leader after he
returned a66in round three.
Jamal’stotal reads

17-under 193 as he is
just one shot behind the

leader.

Rahil Gangjee (63-67-66)
of Bengaluru, playing a a
course where he spent most
of his childhood,

struck a 66 in round
threeto be placed third at a
total of 14-under 196.

The legendary SSP
Chawrasia (71) was the
highest-placed among the
Kolkata-based
professionals as he ended
theday intied 14th at nine-
under 201.

Kolkata's  Anshul
Mishra, the only amateur to
makethecut, carded a69to
betied 20th at seven-under
203.Yurva] Sandhu, the
overnight leader by three
shots, endured a horrid
start on Thursday after he
dropped bogeyson thefirst
two holes.Yuvraj, who
holds the record for the

lowest winning total at
Tollygunge Club, then got
his round back on track
thanks to his consistent
hitting and a couple of
good up and downs that
earned him four birdies.

The putts didn’t roll in
for the 27-year-old Sandhu
on Thursday as he missed
multiplebirdie conversions
from within four to eight
feet.

Jamal Hossain, aso a
former winner at
Tollygunge, came up with
five birdiesand abogey on
Thursday to keep himself
on the leader’s tail and in
the hunt. Jamal missed a
chip-infor birdieonthelast
hole by awhisker.

Last year's champion
Manu Gandas (65) closed
the day in tied 20th at
seven-under 203.

Jash Modi, Selena emerge
singles champions in TT

Dehradun, Feb 13 (UNI)
Maharashtra’'s Jash Modi
won the men’s singles
champion at the 38th
National Games, following
in the footsteps of fellow
youngster Selena Deepthi
Selvakumar from Tamil
Nadu onthefinal day of the
table tennis events at the
Parade Ground Indoor Hall
here on Thursday.

Jash showcased
remarkable composureand
endurance against
seasoned national
champion Sathiyaninafina
that went down to thewire.
Despite leading 3-2, the
experienced paddler turned
the match around by
claiming thenext games. But
Jash sealed a thrilling 4-3
victory by claiming thelast
game. The contest was a
spectacle of intense rallies
and clinical finishes, butin
theend, it was Jash Modi.

The Maharashtra boy
rose to the occasion,
clinching gold for
Maharashtra.

Selena’s unshakable
composure, even in the
tensest moments, was her
greatest weapon inthegold
medal match against
second-seed Swastika
Ghosh of Maharashtra.
Trailing 1-5 in the decider,
she expertly shifted the
pace, unsettling a nervous
Swastika and turning the
tidein her favour.

With three golden points
in her hand, Selenasaw her

Odisha FC eye seventh win against Hyderabad FCin ISL

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13
(UNI) : OdishaFC areset to
host Hyderabad FC at the
KdingaStadium hereinthe
Indian Super League (ISL)
match on Friday.

The Juggernauts have
won each of the last four
games in this fixture, and
they have achanceto equal
their longest victoriousrun
against any opponent in
the ISL, alongside East
Bengal FC and NorthEast
United FC.

Moreover, they havean
impeccablerecord at home
against Hyderabad FC,
winning each of their last
three ISL games against
them in Bhubaneswar.
Another triumph would
make them only the second
team after FC Goa(four wins
against OdishaFC) to keep
a100% homerun against a
single team in ISL history
(min. four games played).

Hyderabad FC have
endured a struggling
season, since they are at

the penultimate placeinthe
points table with 16 points
from 19 matcheson theback
of four wins and draws
each. However, they have
bagged encouraging
outcomes in their last five
matches, winning and
drawing twic each,
comprising two victoriesin
their previous three
encounters.Their recent
form thus suggests that
they have the potentia of
upsetting Odisha FC's
playoff hopes, since the
Sergio Lobera-coached
sidearecurrently lingering
at the seventh spot with 26
points, just three off the
sixth-positioned NorthEast
United FC (29).

The Juggernauts will
threaten Hyderabad FC
with their attacking
prowess, having netted 38
goals in their 20 matches,
with Diego Mauricio
leading the pack, courtesy
of nine strikesto hisname.
Jerry Mawihmingthanga

and Mourtada Fall have
scored five and four goals
respectively.Hyderabad
FC, contrastingly, have
kept the least clean sheets
(2) intheleague, conceding
38 goalsthusfar.

Odisha FC have also
kept clean sheetsin each of
their last three matches
against Hyderabad FC. If
they manage to shutout
onceagain, itwill mark their
outright most clean sheets
against asingleteaminISL
history (previously
achieved against
Chennaiyin FC, Mohun
Bagan Super Giant, and
NorthEast United FC).

Odisha FC havetrailed
for only 24.6% of their total
game time this season.
Hyderabad FC have
struggled to assert their
gameplay, as they have
spent 51.1% of their timeon
the pitch trailing,which is
more than any other team
in the current campaign of
the competition.

Hyderabad FC secured
amuch-needed 3-1 victory
against Mohammedan SC
on February 8. However,
thelast time Hyderabad FC
won back-to-back ISL
matches was during afive-
game stretch between

December 2022 and January
2023, arunthey will look to
replicate soon.

The 23-year-old has
been a revelation for
Hyderabad FC, scoring
once and assisting thrice
this season. He has
recorded 23 touchesinside
the opposition’s box and
produced 26 goal-scoring
chances too.The two sides
have squared off against
each other 11 times in the
ISL, with Odisha FC and
Hyderabad FC winning six
and  four matches
respectively. One match
has produced a draw.

Odisha FC head coach
Sergio Loberahasasked his
teamto bring about all their
focus into the coming

fixture against Hyderabad
FC.“It will be amistake to
think where we would end
upinonemonth’stime. The
focus should be on

the game against
Hyderabad FC, who have
shown their potential
against strong teams,” he
said.Hyderabad FC interim
head coach Shameel
Chembakath expressed that
his side wants to sign off
positively from the current
season.“The team is very
focused in training. They
are confident and we want
to finish the season on a
positive note,” he said.

Odisha FC’s Diego
Mauricio has seven goal
contributions (four goals,
three assists) inthisfixture.

He has recorded
multiplegoal involvements
in each of his last two
meetings with Hyderabad
FC, and would beraring to
get on the scoresheet again
to get the Juggernauts off
to aflying start.

opponent save two before
an unforced error handed
her the victory. She
acknowledged her triumph
with atrademark smileand
asportsmanlike handshake.

Beforethat, Selenahad
surged to a 2-0 lead, only
to let Swastika claw back
and take control at 3-2. Her
natural  affinity for
backhand play initially
worked against her, as she
stuck to fast-paced rallies
that played into Swastika's

strengths.
But just when the
Maharashtra  paddler

seemed poised to dominate
the decider, Selena’s cool-
headed tactical shift slowed
the game down, disrupting
Swastika's rhythm. The
strategy paid off, forcing
errors from her opponent
and sealing a well-earned
goldfor the Tamil Nadu Star.

The men’s semifinals
produced a thrilling
spectacle, with G Sathiyan
and Jash Modi battling
through intense, high-
stakes encounters to
outlast P B Abhinand of
Tamil Nadu and Payas Jain
of Delhi. Thematcheswere
fiercely contested, with
momentum swingingwildly,
especially in the second
semifinal, which went down
tothewire.

In the all-Tamil Nadu
clash, Sathiyan started
strong, claiming the
opening game. However,
Abhinand, undeterred by
his opponent’s experience,
mounted a spirited
fightback. The second
game turned into a war of
attrition, with both players
pushing each other to the
limit before Abhinand

edgedit 20-18.
As the match
progressed, the two

continued to trade blows,
each refusing toyield. With
the scores locked at 2-2,
Sathiyan displayed his
composure under pressure,
eking out a crucial fifth-
gamewin by the narrowest
of margins.

That proved theturning
point, as he stormed
through the sixth gamewith
authority, closing out the
match 4-2 to book hisplace
inthefinal.

Meanwhile, in Table 3,
Jash and Payas engaged in
an electrifying duel,
captivating spectatorswith
their relentless rallies and
attacking flair. Neither
player gave aninch, and at
2-2, the outcome was
anyone’s guess.

Sensing an opportunity,
Jash made a tactical
adjustment, opting for more
precise, calculated shotsto
disrupt Payas' rhythm. His
strategy paid dividends, as
he edged ahead 3-2. But
Payas, known for his
aggressive style, wasn't
doneyet. Hecameouit firing
in the sixth, levelling the
match at 3-3 and setting up
adramatic decider.

With everything on the
line, Jash kept his nerve,
capitalizing on a few
unforced errorsfrom Payas
toclinchthefina gameand
seal his spot in the
championship match.

In stark contrast, the
women'’ssemifinalslacked
the drama of their male
counterparts, with both
matches proving one-
sided. Tamil Nadu's Selena
was in complete control
against Maharashtra’s
Pritha Vartikar. Pritha
started nicely by winning
thefirst gamebut struggled
to handle Selena’s well-
disguised variations.

The second gamewasa
marathon, stretching to 16-
14, but Selend's resilience
saw her through. That win
broke Pritha's momentum,
and from there, Selena
dominated, taking complete
command of the match to
register a4-1victory.

The second semifinal
followed asimilar script, as
Maharashtra’'s No 2 seed
Swastika Ghosh barely
broke a sweat against
unseeded ShriyaAnand of
Tamil Nadu.
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Indian Railways to operate Train no 20101/20102
Nagpur - Secunderabad—-Nagpur Vande Bharat Express
with 8 Coaches for Optimal Efficiency and Enhanced Service

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Feb 13 :Ina
strategic move to optimize
resources and enhance
operational efficiency,
Indian Railways has
decided to operate Trainno
20101/20102 Nagpur -
Secunderabad —Nagpur
Vande Bharat Expresswith
8 coaches instead of 20
coaches with effect from
19.02.2025.

This decision is based

on adetailed assessment of
passenger trends, with an
average occupancy of
34%, ensuring that
serviceswill be adequate
to fulfil the demand of
passengers. The media at
large during the past few
months has also shared
asimilar opinion.

The average
occupancy for the last 5
months from Sept-2024 to
Jan-2025 of Train no

20101 Nagpur-
SecunderabadVande Bharat
Express has been 33.81 %
and of Train no 20102
Secunderabad —Nagpur
Vande Bharat Express has
been 33.87%.

The reduction in the
number of coaches will
enhance service efficiency,
improve turnaround time,
and ensure optimal
utilization of high-tech
rolling stock, while

continuing to provide
passengers with the
premium Vande Bharat
experience. Thisinitiativeis
inlinewith Indian Railways
commitment to sustainable
operations and judicious
use of resources, ensuring
that modern trainsets are
deployed as per the need
and utilisation.

The change will not
impact the quality of
service, and passengers

WR’s Health Unit at Badhwar Park Railway Colony,
Mumbai Accredited with NABL cerfification

Western Railway Medical Department adds another Feather to its Cap

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 13 :It has
gained the distinction of
being the first ever
HEALTH UNIT of Indian
Railways toreceive NABL

certification for a
LABORATORY
The Medical

Department of Western
Railway has achieved
significant milestones in
the field of healthcare, its
commitment  towards
delivering high-quality
diagnostic services and
ensuring excellence in
patient care. Moving ahead
in this direction, Western
Railway’s Health Unit at
Badhwar Park Railway
Colony in Mumbai has
achieved a remarkable
milestone by receiving the
prestigious  National
Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration
Laboratories (NABL -
MELT) certification. With
this, it has gained the
distinction of becoming the
first-ever Medical Lab in
Health Unit over Indian
Railways to receive this
accreditation.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek, it is a
matter of great pride that
the Pathology Laboratory
at Badhwar Park Health Unit
of Mumbai Division has
gained the distinction of
receivingthe FIRST EVER
NABL certificationfromthe
Quality Council of India, for
aLABORATORY beingrun

MARL
M{EL)T
LARE

e

Criteria: NABL 128 [NABL Medical (Entry Level) Testing Labs {NABL M(EL)T Labs} Program]

Certificate No.: NABL-M(EL)T-02891
Issue Date: 11-02-2025

Valid till: 10-02-2028

This certificate is valid for the scope as specified in annexure for fulfilment to the requirements of NABL 128,
BADHWAR PARK HEALTH UNIT LAB

Badhwar Park Health Unit Badhwar Park Rallway Colony Colaba Mumbal 400003, MUMBAL Maharashtra 400005, India

National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories
{A Constituent Board of Oi.lzlflf)' Council of India)

CERTIFICATE

Signed for and an behall of NABL

R~

Pankaj Johri
Director

in a HEALTH UNIT of
Indian Railways. This
achievement underscores
the laboratory’s adherence
to stringent quality
standards  and its
dedication to reliable
diagnostic services. The
recognition is a testament
to the organization's
commitment to excellencein
medical care. The NABL
certification is valid for a
period of threeyearsandis
based on satisfactory

proficiency testing
performance.
Mr Vineet further

informed that Western
Railway has achieved
several significant
milestones in the field of
healthcare by securing
National Accreditation
Board for Testing and
Calibration Laboratories
(NABL) accreditation
under the Medical Entry
Level Testing (MELT)
program for multiple

Pathology Laboratories
across its zone. The
Pathology Laboratory of
Divisional Railway

Hospital, Rajkot has set a

benchmark by becoming
the first Divisional
Hospital’s Clinical
Laboratory in Indian
Railways to receive
accreditation from the
National Accreditation
Board for Testing and
Calibration Laboratories
(NABL - MELT). This
recognition has paved the
way for other railway
hospitals to strive for
similar excellence.

Mr Vineet added that
Sabarmati Railway
Hospital’s Pathology
Laboratory (Ahmedabad
Division) and Valsad Sub-
Divisional Hospital’'s
Pathology Laboratory
(Mumbai Central Division)
have also achieved the
NABL (MELT)
accreditation. Additionally,

PM Modi meets US NSA Waltz,
defence industrial cooperation,
civil nuclear energy discussed

Washington/New
Delhi, Feb 13 (UNI) : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
today had afruitful meeting
with US National Security
Advisor Michael Weltz in
Blair House, during which
they discussed defence
industrial cooperation and
civil nuclear energy
cooperation with emphasis
on small modular reactors.

In apost on X, the PM
noted that there is strong
potential for bilateral
cooperation in sectors like
Al, semiconductors and
space.

“Had afruitful meeting
with NSA @michaglgwaltz.

“He has always been a
great friend of India.
Defence, technology and
security are important
aspects of IndiasUSA ties
and we had a wonderful
discussion around these
issues.

“There is strong
potential for cooperationin
sectors like Al,
semiconductors, space and
more.”

According to areadout:
“The discussions touched
upon ways to further
deepen the India-US
Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership, with
a focus on strategic
technologies, as well as
defense industrial
cooperation and civil
nuclear energy with an
emphasison small modular
reactors, and
counterterrorism.

“They also discussed
international, and regional
issues of mutual interest.”

The MEA
spokesperson in a post on
X said the two sides had a
meaningful exchange of
views on deepening
bilateral strategic ties and

addressing global security
challenges.

“PM @narendramodi
met with U.S. National
Security Advisor
@michaelgwaltz at Blaire
House today in
Washington D.C.

“They had ameaningful
exchange of views on
deepening India-US
strategic ties & addressing
global security
challenges.”

The meeting was also
attended by External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, NSA
Ajit Doval, Foreign
Secretary VikramMisri and
Indian Ambassador to the
US Vinay Mohan Kwatra,
which lasted for around 45
minutes.

The meeting comes
ahead of PM Modi’'s
meeting with US President
Donald Trump in the
evening on Thursday.

the Pathology Laboratory
of Divisional Hospital,
Bhavnagar Division, and
the Workshop Hospital at
Dahod, are currently in the
processof obtaining NABL
accreditation, showcasing
Western Railway’s
continuous efforts to
enhance diagnostic quality
across its healthcare
facilities.With the highest
number of NABL
Accredited Pathology
Laboratories among all
Indian Railways, Western
Railway standsasapioneer
in quality excellence,
demonstrating its
unwavering dedication to
patient care and diagnostic
religbility.
This remarkable
achievement reflects
Western Railway’s
commitment to adopting
global best practices and
ensuring superior hedthcare
services for railway
employeesandbeneficiaries.

can continue to enjoy the
same world-class features,
including faster travel,
superior comfort, and state-

of-the-art onboard
amenities.
Indian Railways

remains committed to
expanding and fine-tuning
Vande Bharat services to
meet evolving passenger
needs and provide
seamless connectivity
across the network.

Kumbh Mela

Special Express
between

Mysuru-Tundla
: SWR

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Feb 13 : To
clear the extra rush of
passengers to the ongoing
Kumbh Mela, the Railway
Board has approved the
operation of special
express trains (Train No.
06219/06220) between
Mysuru and Tundla, Uttar
Pradesh, for onetripineach
direction.

Train No. 06219
Mysuru-Tundla Special
Expresswill leave Mysuru
at 9:40 PM on February 20,
2025 (Thursday) and reach
Tundla at 9:30 AM on
February 23, 2025 (Sunday).

In the return direction,
Train No. 06220 Tundla-
Mysuru Special Express
will depart from Tundla at
11:30 AM on February 24,
2025 (Monday) and arrive
Mysuru at 10:00 PM on
February 26, 2025
(Wednesday).

The train will halt at
Mandya, Ramanagaram,
Kengeri, KSR Bengaluru,
Yesvantpur, Tumakuru,
Arsikere, Kadur, Chikjajur,
Davangere, Harihar,
Ranibennur, SMM Haveri,
SSS Hubballi, Dharwad,
Alnavar, Londa, Khanapur,
Belagavi, Gokak Road,
Ghatprabha, Raybag,
Kudachi, Miraj, Pune,
Daund Chord Line,
Manmad, Bhusaval, Itarsi,
Pipariya, Narsinghpur,
Jabalpur, Katni, Maihar,

Satna, Manikpur,
Prayagraj, Fatehpur,
Govindpuri, Etawah

stations in both direction.

‘Lok Subha registered 112
nc of productivity in first
phase of Budget session’

New Delhi, Feb 13 (UNI) Lok Sabhahasregistered 112
percent of productivity in the first phase of the Budget
session, which concluded on Thursday, despite disruption
from the opposition members on various issues, Speaker

OmBirlasad.

The lower house of Parliament was adjourned by the

Speaker till March 10.

In astatement, Birlasaid, 'The general discussion on
the budget was lasted for 16 hours and 13 minutes in
which 170 members participated. With your support, our
productivity in this session was about 112 percent".

Praising members of the house, he said, today isthe
last day of the first phase of the Budget Session. 'l am
happy that we discussed in a good atmosphere during
the session. | got your full support.”

"There was a meaningful discussion of 17 hours and
23 minutes on the motion of thanksto President's address.
In this, 173 Hon'ble Members sat till late night and
expressed their views" Birlafurther added.

The Speaker expressed hope that the house will
continue to get the support of the members in the same

way infutureaswell.

Meanwhile, Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman introduced the new Income Tax bill in the

house.

The new Income Tax Bill will replace the six-decade
old Income Tax Act and will likely comeinto effect from

April 1,2026.

Ashutosh Kumar Srinvastava
takes over as Principal Chief
Materials Manager of WR

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Feb 13
Ashutosh Kumar

Srivastava, an Indian
Railways Stores Service
(IRSS) officer fromthe 19838
batch, has taken over the
charge of Principal Chief
Materials Manager of
Western Railway. He is a
Civil Engineering Graduate
from NIT Patna (formerly
B.C.EPetna).

Mr Ashutosh Kumar
Srivastava has extensive
knowledge and diverse
experiencein Supply Chain
Management, Import
Clearance, Scrap Disposal,
Public  Procurement,
General Administration and
Human Resource Affairs.
He has been working with
Railways since approx. 35
years. He has held various
positions in Indian
Railways, including
Deputy Chief Materials
Manager, Additional
Divisional Railway
Manager, Chief Materials
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recipient of Railway Board

He has also been a Award for scrap disposal.

A tew trains will be affected due
to block between Virar and Aitarna

and Saphale and Kelve road

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Feb 13 A
Block will betaken on
Sunday, 16th February,
2025 for launching of PSC
slab and girder between
Virar & Vaitarnaand
Saphale & Kelve Road.
Theblock will befor five-
hour thirty minutesi.e.
from01:40 hrsto 07:10 hrs
between Virar & Vaitarna
andfor five-hour i.efrom
01:50 hrsto 06:50 hrs
between Saphale & Kelve
Road on 16th February,
2025. Theblockson 16th
February, 2025 will be
undertaken on UP &
Down Line, duetowhich
afew Western Railway
trainswill be affected.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek, the
details of the trainswhich
will be affected on 16th
February, 2025 are as
under:-

Cancellationsof Trains
of 16th February, 2025:-

1. TrainNo. 93001
Virar —Dahanu Road
Local Departing Virar at
04:50 hrs.

2. TrainNo. 93006
Dahanu Road —
Churchgate L ocal
Departing Dahanu Road
at07:00 hrs.

3. TrainNo. 93003
Virar —Dahanu Road Locd
Depating Virar at 05:35hrs

4, TranNo.93008
Dahanu Road — Churchgate
Locd Departing Dahanu
Roadat 07:10hrs.

5. TranNo.93005
Churchgate— Dahanu Road
Locd Departing Churchgate
a05:.03hrs.

6. TranNo.93010
DahanuRoad—Borivdi
Locd Departing Dahanu
Roadat 08:35hrs.

7. TranNo.69143Virar
— Sanjan Passenger.

8. TranNo.61001
Boisar —Vasa Road
Passenger.

Short Terminatior/
Partidly Cancdlation of
Trans-

1. TranNo.69140
Surat—Virar Passenger of
15th February, 2025 will
short terminate at Palghar

and partially cancelled
between Palghar and Virar.

2. TrainNo. 19101
Virar — Bharuch Passenger
of 16th February, 2025 will
short originate ex Palghar
and partially cancelled
between Virar and Palghar.

3. TrainNo. 69164
Dahanu Road - Panve of
16th February, 2025 will short
originatefrom Vasa Road
and partidly cancelled
between Dahanu Road and
Vasa Road.

4. Train No. 61002
Dombivli —Boisar
Passenger of 16h
February, 2025 will short
terminate at Vasal Road
and partially cancelled
between Vasal Road and
Boisar.

Regulation/
Rescheduling of Trains:-
1 Train No.
22921 BandraTerminus—

Gorakhpur Antyodaya
Expressjourney
commencing on 16th
February, 2025 ex Bandra
Terminuswill be
rescheduled by 1 hour.

2. Train No.
22718 Secunderabad —
Rajkot Superfast Express
journey commencing on
15th February, 2025 ex
Secunderabad will be
regulated by 1 hour.

3. Train No.
22953 Mumbai Central —
Ahmedabad Gujarat
Superfast Expressjourney
commencingon16th
February, 2025ex Mumba
Centra will berescheduled
by 40 minutes.

4. TranNo.20901
Mumbai Centrd —
Gandhinagar Capitd journey
commencingon 16th
February, 2025ex Mumba
Centrd will beregulated by
30minutes

5. TranNo. 12935
BandraTerminus— Surat
Superfast Expressjourney
commencingon16th
February, 2025 ex Bandra
Terminuswill beregulated
by 25 minutes.

6. Train No.
19038 Barauni —Bandra
TerminusAvadh Express
will beregulated by 1
hour.

7. Train No.
11087 Veraval - Pune

Expresswill beregulated
by 55 minutes.

8. TranNo. 22946
Okha—Mumbai Centra
SaurashtraMail will be
regulated by 50 minutes.

9. Train No.
22904 Bhuj —Bandra
TerminusAC Superfast
Expresswill beregulated
by 45 minutes.

10. TrainNo. 09052
Bhusaval —Dadar Special
will beregulated by 40
minutes.

11. TrainNo. 22928
Ahmedabad - Bandra
Terminus Lokshakti
Expresswill beregulated
by 40 minutes.

12.  TrainNo. 19218
Veraval —Bandra
Terminus Saurashtra Janta
Expresswill beregulated
by 40 minutes.

13.  TrainNo. 12928
EktaNagar —Dadar
Superfast Expresswill be
regulated by 40 minutes.

14.  TrainNo. 22944
Indore—Daund Express
will beregulated by 40
Minutes.

15. TrainNo. 14701
Shri Ganganagar —Bandra
TerminusAravali Express
will beregulated by 40
Minutes.

16. TrainNo. 12902
Ahmedabad — Dadar
Gujarat Mail will be
regulated by 40 minutes.

17.  TrainNo. 12962
Indore—Mumbai Central
Avantika Expresswill be
regulated by 30 minutes.

18. TrainNo. 12956
Jaipur —Mumbai Central
Superfast Expresswill be
regulated by 25 minutes.

19. TrainNo. 93002
Dahanu Road —
Churchgate L ocal
Departing from Dahanu
Road at 04:40 hrswill be
regulated by 30 minutes.

20. TrainNo. 14707
Lalgarh—Dadar Ranakpur
Expresswill beregulated
by 25 minutes.

21. TrainNo.69174
Dahanu Road — Borivali
Passenger will be
regulated by 25 minutes.

22.  TrainNo. 12215
Delhi Sarai Rohilla—
BandraTerminusGarib
Rath Expresswill be
regulated by 20 minutes.
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